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Walton’s ‘ Complete Angler ’ ranks, bj common 
consent, among the choicest morsels of our earlj 
literature, not as a mere manual of the piscatorial art, 
but ns a work of imagination and truth, full of fine 
sentiment and virtuous precepts. Many of our best 
witers— Sir Walter Scott, Sheridan, Hallam, Washington 
Irving, Miss Mitford — have rung its praises ; and Charles 
Lamb says, that “it would sweeten a man’s temper at 
any time to read it, and Christianize eVery discordant 
passion.” 

It is, therefore, no matter of surprise that the demand for 
this beautiful pastoral is continuous, and that there are so 
many editions of it before the public ; indeed so many, and 
tome so recent, that it would at first vieW’ almost seem 
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superfluous to add to their number. But the publisher 
placed before me such a valuable store of materials, the 
accumulation of years, that it was quite evident the pro- 
posed edition would surpass all its predecessors, and be a 
. great boon to Jjhe public ; I therefore willingly undertook 
a task every way congenial to my tastes and feelings. 

If a full appreciation of the piety and virtues of the 
Author, his honest simplicity of mind, his pure taste for 
the beautiful in nature, and his pleasing eloquence, were 
alone sufficient to qualify an editor of his immortal work, 
I should yield to no one; but otber qualifications are 
requisite, and I must leave the reader to determine how 
far they are exemplified in the volume before him. 

The two centuries which have elapsed since the first 
edition of tho ‘ Complete Angler,* have occasioned the 
necessity of many historical illustrations, several corrections 
of erroneous notions in matters of natural history, and 
largo additions on the practice of angling. These have 
been collected from every available source, as will bo se(?u 
by the numerous authorities quoted. Indeed, it has been 
(uideavoured to combine all the advantages of preceding 
editions in the present. The notes of Sir John Hawkins’ 
have been taken bodily, excepting in some instances wliere 
they had become obsolete, or superseded; and tiio notes of 
Browne, Rennie, Bagstcr, Sir Henry Ellis, Sir Harris 
Nicolas, and others, have been culled to supply whatever 
could add to the interest or iustructivenoss of the voluniv , 
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Nor Riust we omit ipention of the “American editor,” 
whose edition, printed at New York in 18i7, though 
deficient in graphic illustration, is in the way of annotation 
more complete than any produced in this country up to 
its date. The notes, however, being principally from 
common sources, have not been of the use to us that the 
merit of the edition would imply. 

The ‘ Complete Angler ’ seems to have been an especial 
favourite of booksellers, and has had the good fortune to 
find no fewer than six foster-fathers among them. Indeed, 
nearly all tlio edition^ which have appeared during the last 
half century are more or less indebted to them. Mr, 
Bagstcr (a practical angler) led the^way in 1808, with an 
improved edition of Sir •Tohu Hawkins, edited by himself ; 
this he republished in 1815, with additions of his own, 
and some by Sir Henry Ellis. Mr. Thomas Gosden, a 
devoted angler, published, and we believe edited, the edition 
of 1822, for which he also arranged the. illustrations, and 
designed patterns for the binding. Mr. Major followed in 
1823, and between that and 1844 produced four editions, 
of whicli tliG last is the best and most elegant. Mr. 
rickering was the projector of his magnificent editioi;, 
published in 1835, and co-operated with Sir Harris Nicolas, 
Ihe editor, as well in the practical part (in which ho was at 
home), as in the graphic and bibliographic departments. 
Mr. Kent Causton, in 1851, edited what would have been 
iiivery satisfactory edition, had the engravings been better. 
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Lastly comes Mr. Bohn, who has contributed largply to 
the present volume, and whose good taste and extensive 
information have throughout been of the greatest value to 
the editor. Indeed, it has not a little surprised Iiim, that 

f 

amgngst the ^numerous works which arc almost daily 
passing through Mr. Bohn’s hands, he should have found 
time to devote so much attention to the present edition. 


EDWAED JESSE. 


Mav, 1856. 




!;|.T 


ViSI 


m 


■ * ¥:• 






r^. 


' 4 ' 








WALTON’S RKSIDKNCB IN FLEET STREET. 



CONTENTS.. 


List of Enoravinqs xr 

Lifk of Walton 1 

Walton’s Will . i ^ . . . . . 25 

Author’s Dedication to Jo9N Offlst, Esq 29 

Author’s Address to iiis Headers 31 

(’OMMENDATORY VeRSES, ENGLISH AND LaTIN .... 34 


PAET I. 

THE FIRST DAY. 

OiiAi*. I. — Conference betwixt an Angler, a Hunter, and a 

Falconer ; eacli commending his recreation . . . . 43 

THE SECOND DAY. 

V^ w. IT. — Observation.s of the Otter and Chub ... 89 



COKTEKTS. 


xii 

THE THIRD DAY. 

* TAfiE 


Chap. III. — How to fiah for, anA to dress, the Cjiavendbr or 

Chub 90 

Chap. IV. — Observations of the nature and breeding of the Trout 

and how to fish for liim. And the Milk>maid’.s Song . . 105 

Chap. V. — More directions how to hsh for, and how to make for 
the Trout an Artificial Minnow and Flies; with some 
merriment , « ' . 120 


THE FOURTH DAY. 

Chap. V. eontinmd , — On Tbouv Fishing 132 

Chap. VI. — Observations of the Uhber or Gratlino, and 

directions how to fish for them 173 

Chap. VII. — Observations^ of the Salmon, with dii*octions how to 

fish for him 177 

Chap. VIII. — Observations of the Luck or Pike, with directions 


how to fish for him 187 

Chap. IX. — Observations of tlie Carp, with directions how to fish 

for him ......... 207 

Chap. X. — Observations of the Bream, and directions to catch 

him . . * . . 219 

- • 

Chap. XI. — Observations of the Tench, and advice how to angle 

for him 226 

Chap. XII. — Observations of the Pbarch, and directions liow to 

fish for him 230 

Chap. XIII. — Observations of the Eel, and otlier fish tiial N\'ant 

scales, and how to fisli for them . . . . .230 

Chap. XIV. — Observations of the Barbel, and dirootions how 

fish for him . . . . . . * . . . 219 

Chap. XV. — Observations of the Gudgeon, the Rcefe, and the 

Bleak, and how tv» fish for them . . , . . . 25G 

Chap. XVI. — Is of iiotliing ; or that which is nothing worth . ; 2^)0 



CONTENTS, 


THE FIFTH DAY. 

CuAP. XVII. — Of Roacu and Dace, and Low to fish for thorn ; 
and of Cadis . . . . - 

CiiAP. XVIII.—Of the Minnow or Pens, of the Loach, and of the 
ByLL-HEAD, or Miller’s Thumb . . . . 

r Chap. XIX. — Of several rivers, and some observations of fish 

|CiiAP. XX. — Of Fish-ponds, and how to order them • . . 

f Chap. XXI. — Directions for making of a Line, and for the colouring 
of both Bod and Line . . . • . . 

I Appendix on Bops, Lines, Hooks, and other Tackle^ according to 
the latest authorities ; the PubUektr) . . . . 


PAET II. 

The Complete ANOLEn ; by Charles Cotton. Instructione how 
to angle for a Trout or Grayling in a char etream . 

Life of Cotton ' 


THE FIRST DAY. 

C’nAp. I. — Confei-ence between a country gentleman* proficient in 
Fly-fidliing and a traveller who becomes his pupil 

Chap, II. — An account of tlio principal rivers in Derbyshire. 
Victor lodges at Piscator’s house . . . . . 


THE SECOND DAY. 

VP. Ilf. — Conference containing a description of Cotton’s fishing- 
house, with his apology for w'jitiug a sup2>Iemcnt to 
Walton’s book ........ 

■HAP. lY. — Of angling for Trout or Graylino, divided into three 
branches .......... 

'h^p. V. — Of Fly-fishing . ' . 


PAQK 

271 

289 

296 

302 

806 

821 

837 

339 

3fi5 

366 

377 

382 

384 



PAGB 


3tiv ooirrxNTS. 

Chap* YL*— Fishing at the top c(miinTied----/urther directions fqf 
’Fly-making — ^time when the Grayling is in season — ^Rock in 
Pikepool . . .. . / 392 

Crap. VII. ^Fishing at the top — Flies for the months of January, 
Febmaiy, March, April, and part of May ; including under 
May, particular directions how to bait with the Green-.drake 402 

Chap. VIII. — Fishing at the top, continued— Flies for the end of 
May, and for the following months, till December ; contain- 
ing, under May, instructions when to dape with the Stone-fly 421 

THE THIRD DAY. 

Chap. IX, — Fiy-fishing, in windy weather, best in the Still-deeps 431 

Chap. X. — Directions how to dress a Trout and Gratlino . . 433 

Chap. XL — Of angling at the bottom for Trout or Gratling — 
by hand, with a running line — with a cork or float — 


various baits 437 

Chap. XII. — Of angliflg in the middle for Trout or Graylimq . 414 

Appendix on Fishing Stations (6y the Publisher) . ! .449 

General Index 4S4 


ABBKEVIATibNS USED IN THE FOLLOWINU PAHES. 


Am. Ed.. 

. American Editor. 

B 

. Browne. 

E 

. Sir Henry Ellin. 

Ed 

. Editor. 

Eph. .. . 

. J?phemera. 

H 

. Sir John Hawkins. 


H. G. B. . The Pulflisln r. 

K. C Kt lit Oauston. 

N Sir Ifarii.s NiroLH. 

R Rcmik*. 

W W.ilttm. 

Y Yanvll. 




ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD.' 


Tilk 


Painter 


. View from Lea Bridge T. Crkswiok .. 

. Portraits of Donne, Wotton, Hooker, 1 j w 

Herbert, and Sanderson J 

. Residence of Walton in Kieet-street J. W. Akcher., 

. The Angler’s Study K. Meadows.. 

. Madeley Manor J.W. Archer.. 

. Seal-ring — a bequest from# Sir H. \ 

Davy to W. H. Pepys / 

, FaC'Simile of Cut from Book of St. \ 

Alban’s / 

, Gloria in Excelsis Deo a 

Seal given 4o Walton by Dr, Donne 

Angling Apparatus W. Harvbt .. 

Fly-fisber wading Bewick 

Ware, on the Lea T. Ores wick... 

luithnottercmblen.afel of A..gliMg, 1 j ^ 

Iliintingand Hawking J 

^Fontaigne playing with his cat K. Meadows... 

Hawks in their Mews 

Hunting, Vignette 

roitrait of Dr. Thomas Wharton ... J. W. Archer.. 

Vhw of Theobald’s J. W. Archer... 

Thatched House, Iloddcsdon 

Vi.-m tto, Angler on a Bank Bewick 

Poi t vait of \V . Camden J. W. A rciier. . . 

IVotraii of Flia.s A.shmoIc, Esq J. W. Archer... 

Port rait v\' Ivoiidcletius J. W. Archer. . . 

Lophius pLseatoriu.s 

'rurlle D(*ve.s 

Poitrait of Dean Nowell J. W. Archer... 

The Thames, near Windsor W. H, Prior... 

Vignette • Bewick 

View ef Amwell Hill and Bridge ... T. Greswick... 
Otter, drawn from life, at the Zoo- 1 r nr a 

Gardens jJ. W-Abche*... 

(htor Hunting W. F, Shith... 

Ofter, feeling on a Chnb Harvey 


Engraver 

M. Jackson 
M. Jackson 
M. Jackson 

M. Jackson 


M. Jackson 
Landells ... 

Bewick 

M. Jackson 


M. Jackson .. 

H. ViZETKLLY. 

T. Gilkes 

. M. Jackson .. 
M. Jackson ... 

Landells 

Bewiok 

M. Jackson ... 
M. Jackson ... 
M. Jackson ... 

H. ViZKTELLY.. 

Af. Jackson ... 
Orrin Smith... 

Bewick 

M. Jackson ... 


M. jACJfifSON ... 

T. Gilkes 

H. ViZETKLLY.. 


Page 

Title 

vii 

x 

xi 

xxi 

xli 


24 

33 

34 

42 

43 

43 

48 

58 

57 

60 

62 

63 

67 

68 

71 

72 
75 
77 
82 

84 

85 
88 

89 

92 

03 



XVI 


ENOEAVINGS ON WOOD. 


me 

83. 

84. TheCkub 

36. Sluice on the River Test 

86. Vignette, Chnb-fiBhing 

87. H^'piece, Salmon-leap 

88. Portrait of Conrad Gesner 

89. Skegger Trout 

40. Salmon Triut 

41. Trout : Brougham Castle in the 

. durtiatioe 

42. Fortcait of Sir Walter Baleigh 

- 48* Bleak HaU 

44. The Milk-maid 

45. Infkntine fishing party ..... 

46. Head-piece 

47. The Trout 

48. Rural Pursuits 

49. Vignette, Boys fishing. 

60. Waltham Abbey 

61. Hekd-piece, Pisces ..... 

62. Worms 

68. Minnow [ 

64. Artificial Minnow and Baiting-hooks 
56. A Kill-devil 

66. Portrait of Aldrovandus 

67. Artificial Flies 

68. Salmon-tront Fly 

69. May-fly (large specimen) 

00. View on the Lea, the **Stop,*’ 

Chingford 

61. A Gipsy Kncainpment 

62. Group of Beggars 

63. The George, Ware 

64. Shelter, a Vignette 

65. Portrait of Lord Bacon 

66. View of Broxbourn, mi the Lea 

67. Boys fishing 

68. Gr.ayling 

69. Thorricle, Truckle, or Coble 

70. VignetUs 

71. Salmon 

7*2. Vignette, a Wfitevrall 

73. Water-lilies, a Vignette 

74. Sn.akes 

75. Pike 

7(>. Dead bait for a Pike 

77. A l>isap]»nintment 

78. Carp and Teneh 

79. Larva of the Dyticus Alarginalis 


rawter Ewgnn^^r Page 

HaRvIbV H. VlZKTELLr . 95 

W. Smith M. Jackson ... 97 

SirF.CnANTREY Landells 99 

Bewick Bewick 101 

Beckwith Topuam 105 

J. W. Archer... M. Jackson ... 105 

W. Smith J. Jackson 106 

Hofland Thompson 110 

Hopland Thompson 113 

J. W. Archer... M. Jackson ... 115 

Wrago 116 

H. ViZETKLLY . 118 

K. Meadows... J. Jackson 121 

Beckwith Topham 122 

A. Cooper M. Jackson ... 122 

II. Vizetelly . 125 

n. Vizetelly . 127 

T. CRrswiOK ... J. Jackson 129 

W. Harvey ... Landells 130 

Harvey Whimper 132 

Hopland Vasky 135 

IIpPLAND ...... Landells 137 

Salter 137 

J. W. Arohkr... M. Jackson ... 140 
144 

J. Sambournk, Landells 148 

Hoflant) Landells 152 

T. Cjieswjck ... At. Jackson ... l.:>4 

K. Meadows ... Vizetelly 161 

K. MKADowii ... M. Jackson ... 163 

165 

Bewick Vizetelly 1()7 

J. W. Auchkr... AI. Jaok.son ... 16.9 

T. CiiEswicK ... J. Jackson 172 

B. Foster 11. Vizetelly... 173 

W. Smith J. Jackson 174 

Gi lukut iJ, Vizetelly. . . 176 

Bewick Bewick 177 

A. CoorEiL J, .)ack<o.v 182 

T'^lerey 1 89* 

W. Harvey ... II. Vr/r, telly... 1S7 

191 

A. Cooi*Ei{ M. Jackson ... 195 

200 

CUVIKSUANK 206 

G. lIlLDITCH ... ThoMI'S'-x 207 

SirW. Jaudink. Lv/.ahs 211 



.KNd RAVINGS ON WOOD. 


XVJl 


. Car]) r 

. Slicpporton Deep, Barbel fishing ... 

. Wild (leese 

. Bream 

. View on the Lea, Mrs. Bullin’s 

Cottage, at Chingford 

. Tench 

. View on the Lea, Ponders End 

. Fearch, a remarkably fine specimen 

. Fearch 

. Fond-fishing 

Eel 

. Portrait of John Gerard 

I Lamprey 

Eel-spear 

Eel 

Flounder 

Char, or Alpine Trout 

Fishermen on the Beach 

Vignette of Live-bait, &c 

The Barbel 

Portrait of Archbishop Sheldon ... 

Tail-piece 

Head-piece, Mill-stream 

Gudgeon 

Po])e or Ruffe 

Bleak 

Newts 


rainier Engraver 

Lanck M. Jackson . 

W. H. Prior .. Lakdells .... 

B. Foster II.Vizetelly. 

W. Smith M. Jackson . 

Creswiok ... M. Jackson . 


A. Cooper 

T. Creswick ... 

F. B. Leb 

A. Fcssblk ... 

T. C. Hoflavd 
J, W. Arohxr... 
Harvxt 


M. Jackson* .. 
AC. Jackson .. 
M. Jackson .. 
M. Jackson .. 
H.Vxzbtbllt.., 

Vasbt 

M. Jackson ... 


W. Smith 

Bewick 

T. C. Hopland 

W. Harvey ... 
A. Fussell ... 
J. W. ArcheH... 
Beckwith ...... 

Beckwith 

A. Fussell ... 
A. Fussell ... 
A. Fussell ... 
Harvey 


M. Jackson 


Landells .. 
H.Vizetellt 
Landells .. 
M. Jaokson 
M. Jackson 

Topham 

Topham 

M. Jaokson 
M. Jaokson 
M. Jackson 
H.Vizetellt 


Pagi 

214 

218 

2id 

220 

226 

228 

229 

230 
232 

235 

236 
288 
239 

242 

243 

246 

247 

248 

249 
251 
263 

255 

256 

256 

257 

258 

259 


7. Boat House, Sion House 

Music to the Angler’s Song ’.. 

lb Youthful Portrait of Ed. Wciller ... 
Toddington Weir 

1. Rudd 

2. Roach 

b Dace 

1. Wasps’ Nest 

I. ( *adis : the Husk and Fly 

. Maiiipton Bridge 

>'ii'w on the Lea “Rural-bit” 

. Minnow, Loach, and Bullhead 

. L ach 

. -Millers Thumb, or Bull Head 

. Ouohing Stickle-backs 

. Land and AVatcr Slirews 

. The Thames at Hampton 

Zeus Opah, a supposed Sea Angler . 

Tail -piece, Swallows 

Virginia Water 

Tail-piece 


W. H. Prior... Orrin Smith... 260 
266-7 


J.W. Archer... M. Jackson ... 268 

W. H. Prioiw... Linton 271 

Salter 272 

A. Fussell ... M. Jackson ... 275 
A. Fussell ... M. Jaokson ... 276 

Carpenter 279 

Salter 285 

W. H. Prior... Whimper 288 

T. Creswick... M. Jackson ... 289 

W. Smith M. Jackson ... 290 

Salter 291 

Salter 292 

Cruieshank 293 

H.Vizetellt... 295 

W. H. Prior... Branston 296 

300 

H.Vizetellt... 301 

W. H. Prior... Landells 802 

Beckwith Topha;ii 305 


b 



BUrOBAVIKGS OK WOOD. 


ZTIU 


rm 

Painter 

Engraver 

Page 

128. Portrait of Dubrarius (from a rare 1 

print) J 

129. The Miser 

180. The Man who wanted to be taller, 1 

f : 

M. Jackson 

, 306 

1 

Crowquill 

ViZETELLT 

. 809 

and the Woman who wished to be 

► Crowqcill 


. 311 

younger J 

181. Piatiing-houBe, near Tottenham ... 

T. Creswick .. 

M. JACK.SON .. 

. 319 

132. Walton-^n-Tha«es 

W. n. Prior.. 

Orrin Smith.. 

. 320 

183. Fishing-hooks. 

1B4-158. Angling Apparatus (5 plates ] 

FARIiOW 

1 Salter 

Wragg 

. 329 

. 33-48 

containing 25 subjects on 5 plates) / 


159. Cypher of Walton and Cotton, from 1 
the original j 


M. Jackson .. 

. 339 

160. Title-pags to Part II 

161, Autograph of Ch. Cotton 

Beckwith 

Topham 

. 339 
. 351 


162. Autograph of Iz. Walton ^2 

163. Dovedalo Qompertz M. Jackson ... 552 

164. Bre'sforrl Well Gompertz J. Jackson 357 


165. Initial Letter Y 

J. W. Archer.. 

M. Jackson .. 

357 

166. The Walton Chamber in Beresford ) 
Hall 1 

Gompertz .... 

. M. Jackson .. 

363 

167. Spittle Hill S 

Gompertz 

M. Jackso.v .. 

365 

168. View on the Dove 

Gompertz 

Linton 

366 

169. Cotton*8 Fishing-house 

Gompertz 

Linton 

377 

170. Back view of Cotton's Fishing-house 

Gompertz 

J. Jackson 

383 

171. Head-piece 

Beckwith 

Topha,u 

38 ^ 

172. Beresford Hall 

Go.mpertz 

J. Jackson 

392 

173. Grayling 

Cooper 

J. Jack.son 

39 31 

174. Rocks in Dovedale 

Hoflani) .... 

L AN DELLS 

4i)J 

175. Red-browu Fly 

J. Rennie 


-Mi 

J. Uf.nnie 


livi 

177. Great Dun, Artificirl and Katnral , 

J. Rknnik 


40 r 

178. Prime Dim, Artificuil and Natural 

179. Blue Dun, Artificial arnl .V.atuml... 

J. Rennie 


40S 

J. Re.vnie 


40? 

180. Granara, Artificial and Natural ... 

J. Kknnie 


41 ? 

181. The Dovq Holes and Shepherd's) 
AlAx'v j 

Gompertz 

M. .*Ai’loON ... 

4'ri 

182. May day Festival 

l>. F>'STK!1 


f ] 

IH3. Slime-tly, ArtiAiml and NaUual ... 

.1. UVNMI- 



1.84. Gadis IForms in varimis a\y<'ri 

J. Rv.nme 


4 \ '> 

1S5. Artidnal Green- Drake 

J. Rrs'NiH 



ISi). Tho ITiiiifig Cnvo^ 

G' i.vriMrf/. . .. 

M. Ju-K- ■■■ . 




Vt ft'/i'K 

■JJI 



WiAV, m-Wvl iSy 



Rknvjjt ... . 



1.80. l\«r 

Vs,Vl.SUN\.\ . 

\..V.\'V.Vv.iS . . 

. V-o 

W, Omil M i^'iiiaaec, iMHaM t ,.., , 

AWnm) 


r>5 

191. Harry -long does. Artificial and Na-1 , n 

tun.1 |XRmiE 


iil 



JiNGEAVINGS ON WOOD. 



me 

Painter 

Engraver 

Page 

.92. Decerffber ; a Snow’-stomiA 

Beckwith .... 

.. Topham 

428 

93. Confluence of the Dove and Cooper ] 
Brook J 

>Gomperiz .... 

.. M. Jackson .. 

4S0 

94. Vignette, Fishing in Still-deeps 

Bewick 

.. Bewick 

481 

95. The Great Hawthorn Tree in Dove ] 
Dale J 

^Qompbrtz .... 

.. M. Jackson .. 

432 

96. Hanson’s Toot, or the Devil’s-bridge 

Gompertz ... 

... J. Jacksons .. 

488 

97. Dove Dale, near the Manifold River 

Gompertz .... 

.. M. Jackson .. 

436 

98. Head-piece 

Bsckwick .... 

.. ^Topham 

487 

99. Grubof Cockchafer and the Brandling 

J. Rennie.... 


441 

00. Pike Pool 

Gompertz .... 

.. M. Jackson .. 

443 

01. Head-piece 

Beckwith . .. 

.. Topham 

444 

02, Source of the Dove, with Explorers 1 
drinking to the memory of Walton 

i 

k Gompertz 

M. Jackson .. 

447 

and Cotton J 

03. The Weathercock 

I 

K. Meadows. 

• 

448 



.feai/c'r iftnor. 





LIST OF ENGMYINGS ON STEEL 


TilU 

Painter 

Engraver 

To face 

1. Portrait ot Walton {from a pic-' 
ture in the National Gallery),.,,^, ^ 

j-HousMAN 

. Robinson ... 

Title 

2. Walton at Home 

Archer 

,. Archer ...., 

p. 24 

3. Fac-simile of the original Title, 1653 

Lombart 

.. CollaiA) .... 

28 

4. The Salutation at Tottenham Cross... 

Absolon 

.. WiLLMORB.... 

43 

5. Portrait of Henry Wotton ... 

Jansen 

. Lombart .... 

86 

6. The Hostess 

Absolon 

. WiLLMORB.... 

98 

7. Varieties of the Trout ?. 

Cooper 

,. Archer 

112 

8. The Milk-maid’s Song 

Absolon 

. W’lLLMORE .... 

118 

9. Conversation on Trout Fishing 

Wood 

. Griffiths..., 

130 

10. Landing the Trout 

Absolon? 

. WiLLMORB..., 

142 

1 1. Portrait of Nicolas Laneare 

Lyvyus 

. VoSTKRMAN , 

159 

12. Night Fishing for Trout 

Creswick 

. Henshall.... 

169 

13. The Wye at the King’s Ferry, uear'| 
Coodrich Castle J 

kCRESWICK 

. Henshall.... 

176 

14. Salmon Fishing 

Cooper 

. Godden 

186 

1.5. Pike Fishing 

Creswick 

. WiLLMORB.... 

206 

16, Tlio Scholar’s Recital 

Absolon 

. WiLLMORB.... 

207 

17. The Angler’s Soiig 

Absolon 

. WiLLMORB..., 

268 

1 8, Confluence of the Severn and Wye, 1 
scon from WJudelifle J 

► Creswick 

. Davis 

297 

19. The Farewell at Tottenham Cross ... 

Absolon 

. WlLLjfoRB.... 

314 

2(L PoRTiu IT OP Cotton 

Sir P. Lely ... 

Robinson ... 

339 

21. Retirement 

Linton 

Smith 

353 

22 , Scenery of the Wye 

Creswick 

Henshall .... 

370 

2;». Fjy Fisliing for Trout 

Balher 

Archer 

384 

21. Landing the Grayling 

Absolon 

WiLLMORB.... 

398 

20. The Lesson • 

Absolon 

WiLLMORE .... 

421 

21). IJoitom Fishing for Trout 

Bentley 

, Radclipfe.... 

437 




THE 

LIFE OF ISAAC WALTON. 


Tsaa(!, or ns lio iisc^l to write it, Tzaak Walton, was born at 
Staflbnl, on tlio niiitli of August, ItOJKk Tlij Oxford antiquary, 
(Ant. a’W(K)(l) who has fixed the place and year of liis nativity, 
lias loft ns no inoniorials of lus family, fior even hinted where 
or how he Was educatod ; we are only told that before the year 
l()j;5, Walton was settled, and folh)Wod the trade of a sem 2 ^ste)% in 
[joiidoii. Ihit Sir ll.'irris Nicolas has added to this iiiformation 
that Ills father was Jervis Walton, likewise of Stafford, who is 
pr<‘siinied to have been the second son of (ileorge Walton, some- 
tinie'bailitf of Yoxhall. 

Walton’s first setllcuient in London, as a shopkeeper, was at the 
Loyal Kxch.'inge in Coriihill, built by Sir I’hotnas Cfresharn, and 
finisln.-d in lo07. In this situation he could scarcely be said to 
liav (' had elbow-room ; for tlio shops round the Excliangc were 
but seven foot a,nd a. half long, and five wide : 3 ^et here he carried 
v-n liis Irado, till some time before the year l(i24; Vhen “he 
dwrlt on life north side of .Fleet-street, in a house two (k>ors west 
of ilio end of t ^lianeeiylane, and abutting on a nujssinige known 
by the sign of the Jiarrow.” Now the <>ld timber-house at the 
south -wt^st ooijier of ( ’hancciy-laiie, in Fleet -street, was then, 
and for many years aller, known by that sign : it is, therefore, 
b. -yorjil ilo.nl)t, that AValton lived at tlie very next door. And in this 
lionse lie is — in .the deed above ref(!il*ed to, whieli bears date 
lr.*2l — sai«] to have followed the trade of a linen-draper. At a 
jji riod (from 1(5:28 to 1011) he a}>pears, according to the 
p.‘u i.sli books ot St. Lunsian, to have resided in the seventh 
lu-.nse from tlie corner. 

\\'altoii was twice married. In 1020, on tlie 22nd of December 

B 
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“•'(at the chiwch of St. Mildred, Canterbury,) he married liis first 
wife, Rachel Floud, who was maternally descended from Arch- 
bishop Cranmer. Of seven children by this marriage, he had the 
misfortune to lose every one, either in infancy or at a very early 
age ; and on the 22nd of A ugust, 1640, six weeks after the birth 
of a daughter (wlio died in her second year) he underwent the 
calamity of also losing his wife. 

Ilis second wife, to whom he was married about 1646, was 
Anne, daughter of Thomas Ken, of Furnival’s-inn, and sister of 
Dr. Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, one of the seven that 
vvere sent to the Tower, and who at the Revolution was 
deprived, and died in retirement. Walton seems to have been 
as happy in this marriage as the society and friendship of a 
prudent and pious woman of great endowments could make liim ; 
and that Mrs. Walton was such, we have every reason to believe. 

About tliis period (the exact date is uncertain) he left London, 
and with a fortune very far short of what would now be called 
a competency, letired altogether from business ; at which time 
(to use the words of Wood) “ finding it dangerous for honest men 
to be there, he left that city, and lived sometimes at Stallbrd,’ 
and elsewhere ; b»it mostly in the families of the eminent 
clergymen of England^ by whom he was mucli beloved.” 

Wliile he resided in London, his favourite recreation was 
angling, in wliich he w\as the greatest proficient of his time ; and 
incleed so great was his skill and experience in that art, that 
there is scarce any writer on the subject since his time who 
has not made the rules and practice of Walton his very founda- 
tion. It is, therefore, with the greatest ]>ropriety, that Lajig- 
baine calls him, “ the common father of all anglers. ” - 

The river he seems mostly to have fre(pieTited for this piirj^ose 
was the Lea, whidi has its source above Ware in llertfin ilshiro, 
and falls into the Thames a little below Black wall ; unh^ss we 
suppose that the vicinity of the New River to the ])hu*(^ of 
his habitation, miglit sometimes tempt him out with his frienils, 
honest Nat. and R. Roe, whose loss he so pathetically mentiojis,* 
to si^end an afternoon there. 

^ He retired to a small estate in Staffordshire, not fir from Iho t<t\vn --f 
Stafford. His loyalty made him obnoxious to the ruling' jHtwers ; iiml w.- 
are assiirtjd by himself, in his “Life of Sanderson,” tliat lie wss i\ .-uiU it i 
in the civil wars. — Zoucii. 

“ Lives of tlie Enpflish Dramatic Poets, art. Charles Ctiit«iTi, Est j. 

^ That great work, the liringing of water from <.Ihad\vell ami Am will, in 
Ilertfordshire, to London, by means of the treueh called tin? JSi< \v Ki\i r, 
was completed on Mlclnwjlmas Day, 1613. — Stowe's “Surwy,” Fi*I. 

p. 12. — H. 

* Preface to ‘‘Complete Angler.” ' 



LIFE OF WALTOH. 


3 


In |he year 1662, lie was for the second time deprived of the 
solace and comf jrt of a 'wife, as appears by the following monu- 
mental inscription in the chapel of Our Lady, in the cathedral 
church of Worcester : — 

Exterris 

D. 

M. S. 

Here lyeth buried 
so much as could dye 
of Anne, the wife of Izaak Walton ; 

Who was a Woman of remarkable prudence, 

. and of the Primitive Piety ; 
her great, and general, Knowledge 
being adorned with such true Humility, 
jind blest with so much Christian ^Meekness 
as made her worthy of a more memorable monument. 

8he dyed (alas that she is deiid ! ) 
the ITlii of April, 1662, Aged 52. 

Study to be like her. 

Living, while in London, in the parish of St. Dunstan in the 
West, wliercof Dr.. John Donne, dean of St. Paul’s, was vicar, he 
became a frequent hearer of tliat excellent preacher, and, at 
length, his convert. U[)on his decease^ in 1631, Sir Henry 
Wotton requested Walton to collect materials for a “Life of the 
Doctor,” which it seems Sir Henry had undertaken to write : 
but Sir Henry dying before he had completed the life, Walton 
undertook it himself ; and in the year 1640, finished and pub- 
lisher! it, with a “Collection of the Doctor’s Sermons,” in folio. 
As soon as tlie book came out, a complete -copy was sent as a 
pre^sent to AValton, by Air. John Donne, the doctor’s son, after- 
wards doctor of laws : and one of the blank leaves contained his 
letter to Mr. Walton ; the letter is yet extant, and in print, ^ and 
is a hanilsome and grateful acknowledgment of the hbnour done 
to the nieinory of his father. 

Doctor King, afterwards Bishop of Chichester, in a letter to 
fhe author, thus expresses himself concerning this life : “ I am 
glad that the general demonstration of his [Doctor Donne’s] 

^ Walton attended Dr. Donne in bis last sickness, and was present when 
Jje coM.sigiK'd bis sgrmons and numerous papers to the care of Dr. Henry 
King, who was prt)moted to the see of CJhichester in 1041. — ZouoH. 

2 In Peck's “Desiderata Curiosi,” vol. i. lib. vi. p. 24. In tbo year 
17H, the very l)ook, with the original manuscript letter, was in the hands 
of the Rev. i\lr. Rornwlale, reettu* of jVIarket-Deeping, in the county of 
Ijiiculn. — II. 
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worth was so fairly preserved, and represented to the wQrld, by 
your pen, in the history of his life ; indeed, so well, that beside 
others, the best critic of our later time, Mr. John Hales, of 
Eaton, affirmed to me, he had not seen a life written with more 
advantage to the subject, or reputation to the writer, than that 
of Doctor Donne.” 

Sir Henry Wotton dying in 1639, Walton was importuned by 
Bishop King tp undertake the writing his life also ; and it seems 
that it was finished about 1644.^ Notwithstanding which, the 
earliest copy I have ^et been able to meet with, is that prefixed 
to a collejption of Sir Henry’s “ Bemains,” undoubtedly made by 
Walton himself, entitled “ Eeliquim Wottoniaiiae,” and by him, in 
1651, dedicated to Lady Mary Wotton, and her three daughters; 
though in a subsequent edition in 1685, he has recommended 
them to the patronage of a more remote relation of the author, 
namely Philip, Earl of Chesterfield. 

The precepts of oDgling having, till Walton’s time, hardly 
ever been reduced to writing, wei*e transmitted from jige to 
age chiefly by tradition : but Walton® whose benevolent and 
communicative temper appears in almost every line of his 
writings, unwilling to conceal from the world that information 
which his long practice and experience enabled him, perhaps 
the best of any man of his time, to give, i)iiblished in the 
year 1653, his Complete Angler, or Contemplative Man’s 
Recreation,” in small duodecimo, adorned with ex(piisite cuts of 
most of the fish mentioned in it. The artist who engraved them 
has modestly concealed his name, but there is great reason to 
suppose they are the work of Lombart, and on steel. 

And let no man imagine that a work on such a. subject must 
necessarily be unentei’taining, or trifling, or even uninstructive : 
for the contrary '^ill most evidently appear, from a perusal of 
it. Whether we consider the elegant simplicity of tlie style, the 
ease and unaftected humour of the dialogue, tlie lovely scenes 
which it flelineates, the enchanting pastoral ]>oetiy which it 
contains, or the fine morality it so sweetly incidcates, it is with- 
out parallel in any of the modem languages. 

Before the Reform.ation, the clergy, as well regular as secular 
— on account of their leisure, and because the eanon- la w forbade 
them the use of the sanguinary recreations of lnnitiii«j, hawking, 
and fowling — ^were the great proficients in angling. Yet none of 
its precepts were committed to writing; and from the introduction 

* It is certain that “Hooker s Life” was written a I unit HkM ; and Walton 
says, in his Epistle before the Lives, that “tlii.Te was an interval of 
twenty years between the wTiting of ‘H(K»ker’s Life’ and ‘ Wothm's,’ which 
fixes the date of the latter to 1044/’ — IL 
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of printing into this kingdom, to that of the first publication of 
Walton’s book, in 1653, an interval of more than one hundred 
and fifty yeara, only five books on this subject had been given to 
the world, (fv the four latest, some mention is made in the 
margin ; ^ but the first of that number, as well on account of its 
quaiiitness jis antiquity, and because it is not a little character- 
istic of the age when it was written, deserves to be particiflarly 
distinguished. This tract, entitled “The Treatyse of Fyshynge 
wyth an Angle,” makes part of a book, lik&many others of that 
early time, without a title ; but which, by ^e colophon, appears 
to have been printed at Westminster, by Wynkyn de Worde, 
141)6, ill a small folio, containing a treatise “On Hawking;” 
another, “ On Hunting,” in verse (taken, as it seems, from a 
tract on that subject, written by old Sir Tristram, ah ancient 
forester) ; a hook wherein is determined the “ Lygnage of Cote 
Armurcs ; ” the above-mentioned treatise on Fishing ; and the 
method of “lUasynge of Armes.” 

The book ])rinte(l by ^ynkyn de Worde is, in truth, a repub- 
licatiou of one known, to the curious, by the name of the “ Book 
of St. Alban’s,” which appears by the colophon was printed, 
there, in I486, with Caxton’s letter.® W;pikyn de Worde’s 
impression has the addition of the treatise of fishing ; of which 
only it conceiiis us to speak. 

* * ** A liooke of iishing witli liooke and line, and of all other instruments 
tlu'reunto l»L‘Ioiiging. Another of sundrie engines and traps to take pole- 
cats, Imzzanls, rats, mice, and all other kinds of vemiine and beasts 
whatsoever, nn)st profital)le for all warriiiers, and such as delight in this 
kiinl of sport and pastime. Made by L, M. 4to. London, 1590, 1596, 
lOOO.” 

It ai)poars by a. variety of evidence, that the person meant by these 
biitials was Leonard Masciill, an author who wrote on planting and 
grafting, and also on cattle. 

“Approved t]\|K!rinients touching Fish and Fruit, to be regarded by the 
lovers of Angling.’’ lly Mr. John Tavenier. In 4ti}. 1600. • 

“ The Secrets of Angling,” a poem, in three books. By F. D., Esq. 8vo. 
IdbL Mention is made of this lH)ok in a note on a pass;ige in the ensuing 
tb'alogues; and there is reason to think that it is the •foundation of a 
treatise entitled “The whole Art of Angling,” imblishetl in 4 to. 16.56, by 
du' woll-knowji (lervasc Markham, as part of his “Country Contentments, 
t'f Husbandman's Keereations,” since he confesses that the substance of his 
biMik was originally in rhyme. 

“ Harker’s Art of Angling,” ])rintcd in 12mo. in 1651, and again in 4to. 
in A third etlitioii was published in 1659, under the altered title of 

“liarker's Delight, or the Art of Angling.” — H. 

‘ V!(/< “ biugraphia Brltanuica,” art. Caxtoii, nofeliy wherein the author, 
Mr. Ohiys, has given a coi'uiis account of the book, and a character of the ' 
la iy wJi<» eomj.ilod it. — II. 
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The several tracts contained in the above-mentioned tv o im- 
pressions of the same book, were compiled by dame Julyans (or 
Juliana) Berners, Bernes, or Barnes ; prioress of the nunnery of 
Sopwell, near St. Alban’s ; a lady of noble family — ftid celebrated 
by Leland, Bale, Pits, and Tanner, for her learning and 
accomjplishments. ^ 



And as to the treatise itself, it must be deemed a gi’eat 
typographical curiosity, as well for the wooden scul])tiire (Vopie<l 
from thence, and licre exhibited), which in the (udgiual imme- 
diately follows the title, as for the orthogra])hy and type in which 
it is printed. And, with respect to the subject m.'ittcr tlHu-<‘of, 
it begins — with a comparison, of lishing with the diversions t 
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hunting, hawking, and fowling, — which the authoress shows, 
are attended with great inconveniences and disappointments ; 
whereas in fishing, if his sport fail, him, the angler, says she, 

atte the Icest, hath his holsom walke, and inery at his ease, 
a sweto ayre of the swete sauoure of the meede floures, that 
makvth him hungry ; he heneth the melodyous armony of 
Howies ; he seeth the yonge swaunes, heerons, duckes, eotes, 
and many other fowles, wyth theyr brodea ; why^he me semyth 
better than alle the noyse of houndys, the blastes of hornys 
and the scrye of foulis, that hunters, fawkeners, and foulers 
can make. And if the angler take fysshe : surely, thenne, is 
there noo man merier than he is in his spyryte.” 

But to return to the work of our author, “The Complete 
Angler : ” it came into the world attended with encomiastic 
verses by several writers of that day ; and had in the title-page, 
though Walton thought proi)er to omit it in the future editions, 
this apposite motto : — 

“Simon Peter said, I go a-fishing ; and they said, we also will 
go with thee.” — John xxi. 3. 

And here occasion is given us to remark, that the circumstance 
of time, and the distracted state of the kingdom at the peiiod 
when the book was written, reaching indeed to the publication 
of a third edition, are evidences of the author’s temper and 
disposition ; for wJio, but a man whose mind was the habi- 
tation of piety, prudence, humility, peace, and cheerfulness, 
could delineate sucli a character as that of the principal 
interlocutor in this dialogue ; Jiiid make him reason, contemplate, 
instruct, converse, jest, sing, and recite verses, with the sober 
pleasantry, and unliceiitious hilarity of “ Piscator,” and this, 
loo, at a time Avhen the whole kingdom was in arms ; and 
eonfusion and desolation were carried to an extreme sufficient to 
ha\'e (\\ cited such a resentment against the authors of them, as 
might havi; soured the best temper, and rendered it, in no small 
<legree, unlit for social intercourse. , 

Walton's stock of learning, properly so called, was not great ; 
yj‘t liis attainments in literature were far beyond Avhat could be 
oxpocteil from a man bred to trade, and not to a learned profes- 
sion ; for, let it l)e remembered, that, besides being well versed in 
tile study of the Ifoly Scriptures, and the writings of the most 
emimuit divines of iiis time, he appeal's to have been vrell 
ae(|uaiiited with liistory, ecclesiastical, civil and natural, to have 
a.e<[uire<l a very coiTect j.inlgmeiit in poetry : and by phrases of 
his own combination and invention, to have formed a style so 
natural, iutelligibh^, and elegant, Jis to Lave had more admirers 
tJian suc(H}ssful imitators. 

What reception the book met with, may be inferred from the 
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dates of the subsequent editions ; the second was published 
in 1655, the third in 1664, the fourth in 1668, and the 
fifth, and last, in 1676. It is pleasing to trace the several 
variations which the author from time to time made in these 
subsequent editions, as well by adding new facts and dis- 
coveries, as by enlarging on the more entertaining parts of the 
dialogue. And so far did he indulge in this method of 
improvement, that in the second edition he has introduced a 
new interloculor, namely, Auce 2 )S, a falconer, and tJicreby 
gives a new form to the dialogue, taking occasion to urge a 
variety of reasons in favour of his art, and to assort its 
preference, as well to hawking, as hunting. The tliird and 
fourth editions have several entire new chapters ; and the fifth, 
the last published in his life-time, contains no less than eight 
chapters more than the first, and twenty pages more than the 
fourth. 

Not having the advantage of a learned education, it may seem 
unaccountable that Walton so frequently cites antliors who 
have written only in Latin, as Gesnef, Cardan, Aldrovandiis, 
Hondeletiua, and even Albertus Magnus ; b\it here it iji.ay bo 
observed, that the rolumhwus history of animaJs, of v\ Ii the 
first of these was author, is, in an abridged form, traji slated 
into Englisli by Afr. Edward To 2 )sel. The translation w.is pub- 
lished in 1658, and contains numberless i)articiilars conctu ning 
frogs, serpents, catei^pillars, and other animals, though not of 
fish, extracted from the writers above-named, with tliei)- names 
to the respective facts, and it furnished Walton with a great 
variety of intelligence, of which in the later editions of his 
book he has carefully availed himself. It was through the 
medium of this translation, that he was enabhsl to cite the 
authors mentioned above; vouching the authority of the 
original writers, in like maimer as he elsewhere does »Sir 
Erancis Bacon, whenever occasion occurs to mention his 
“Natural Histoiy,” or any other of his works. Pliny was 
translated to his hand by Dr. Philemon llollaml, as Avere also 
Janus Dubravius “De Piscinis et Piscium naturri,” and 
Lebault’s “ Maison Eustique,” often referred to by him in the 
course of his work. 

Nor did the reputation of the “ Complete Angler” subsist, 
only in the opinions of those for whose use it was more peculiarly 
calculated ; but even the learned, either from the knoAvu 
character of the author, or those internal evidenies of judgment 
and veracity contained in it, considered it a work of merit, 
and referred to its authority : Dr. Thcmias Fuller in his 
“Worthies,” whenever he has occasion to spcjak of fish, uses his 
very words. Dr. Plot, in his “History of Staffordshire,” has, 
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the authority of our author, related two of the instances of the 
voracity of the pike, mentioned part I. chap 8 ; and conBrmed 
them by two other signal ones. 

Fuller as we all know, wrote a Church History,” which, 
soon after its publication Walton having read, applied to the 
author for some information touching Hooker, whose life he was 
then about to write. Upon this occason Fuller, knowing how 
intimate Walton was with several of the bishoi^ and ancient 
clergy, asked his opinion of it, and what reception it met with 
among his friends ? Walton answered, that “ he thought it would 
be aceei)table to all tempers, because there were shades in it for 
the warm, and sunshine for those of cold constitution : that with 
youthful readers, the facetious parts would be profitable to make 
the serious more i)alatablc, while some reverend old* readers 
might fancy tliemsclves in his ‘History of the Church’ as in 
a flower garden, or one full of evergreens.” — “And why not,” 
said Fuller, “‘The Church History’ so decked, as well as the 
Church itself at a most holy season, or the tabernacle of old 
at the feaat of “That was but for a season,” said 

Walton ; “ in jjour feast of boughs, they may conceive we are 
so overshadowed throughout, that the pari*>n is more seen 
than his coJigregation, — and this, sometimes, invisible to its 
own ac<jiiaintance, who may wander in the search till they are 
lost in the labyrinth.” — “Oh,” said Fuller, “ the very children 
of our Israel may find theii* way out of this wildcniess.” — 
“ True,” replied Walton, “ as, indeed, they have here such a 
Moses to conduct them.” 

About two years after the restoration, Walton wrote the 
“ Life of Air. Ivichard Hooker,” author of the “ Ecclesiastical 
T’olity.” was enjoined to undertake this work by bis friend 
Doctor ( Jilbert Sheldon, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury; 
who, ]>y the way, was an angler. Bishop King, in a letter to the 
an 111 or, says of this life ; “ I have often seen Mr. Hooker with my 
father, who was afterwards Bishop of London ; from vdiom, and 
others at that time, I have heard most of the material pas sages 
which you relate in the history of his life.” Sir William 
Dugdalc, speaking of the three posthumous books of the “Eccle- 
siastical Polity,” refers the reader “to that seasonable historical 
discourse, lately compiled and published, with great judgment 
an'd integrity, by that much deserving person, Mr. IsaacWalton.” ^ 
In this Life we are told, that Hooker while he was at college 
made a visit to th^ famous Doctor Jewel, then Bishop of Salisbury, 
iris good iViend and patron : an account of the Bishop’s reception 
of him and behaviour at liis departure — ^as it contains a lively 

■9 “Short View of the late Troubles in England.” Fol, 1681, p. 39. 
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picture of his simplicity and goodness, and of the plain iiirinners 
of those times — is given in the note. * 

The life of Mr. George Herbert, as it stjinds the fourth and 
last in the volume wherein that and the three former are col- 
lected, seems to have been written the next after Hooker’s : it 
was first published in duodecimo, 1070. Walton professes him- 
self 'to have been a stranger to the person of Herbert : and 
though he assi*rea us his life of him was a free-will offering, it 
abounds with curious information, and is in no way inferior to 
any of the former. 

Two of these lives, those of Hooker and Herbert, we 
are told, were written under the roof of Walton’s friend and 
patron. Dr. George Morley, Bishop of Winchester which 
particiilav seems to confirm Wood’s account, that “ after 
his quitting London, he lived mostly in the families of the 
eminent clergy of that time.”^ And wlio that considers the 
inoflensiveness of his manners, and the pains he took in cele- 
brating the lives and actions of good i^jen, can doubt his being 
much beloved by them ? 

In the year 16*70, these Lives ” were collected and published 

* ** As soon as he was jferfectly recovered from this sickness, he took a 
journey from Oxford to Exeter, to satisfy and see his good mother ; being 
accomi)anicd with a countryman and comptiuiou of his own college, and 
both on foot; which was, then, either more in fashion — or want of money, 
or their humility made it so ; hut on foot they went, and took Salisbury in 
tlieir way, puri)t>sely to see tbe good bishop, who made Mr. Ilookor and 
his companion dine with him at his own tahle; which Mr. Hooker bnasted 
of with much joy and gratitude, when lie saw^ his mother and friends. And 
at the bisho])’s jiarting with him, the bishop gave him good counsel, and 
his bcncdicthm, but l^irgot to give him money, Avliicb, wdieii the bisho|> luid 
considered, he sent a servant in all haste, to call Richard back to him ; and 
at Richard’s return, the hishop said t<.» )dm : ‘Richard ! 1 sent for you 
back to lend you a horse, wdiich Inith caiTied me many a mile, and, 1 thank 
(iod, with hiiicli ease and presently delivered into his hands ;i walking 
stiiff, wdth which he profe.ssed he hud travelled through many of 

(iermaiiy : and he sahl, ‘Richard ! 1 (h) not give, but lend you my lior.-o ; 
be sure you be iTonest, and bring my Imrse back to mo at your relm ii tiii.-, 
w'ay to Oxford. And I do now give you ffM to bear your eliaigos lo 

Exeter; and here is /e// (jroatH move, which J eliarge you to <lojiver lo your 
mother; and tell her I .semi her a bishoj/s benediction with It, and b{g ila: 
continuance of her prayers for m... And if you bring my horsi' ba'-k to 
I will give you fm grutifs jiiore to carry you on foot to fhe collree ; atn! -n 
God bless yon, go(»d Richard Life of Hooker^ in tln' “(ollr- ii .n ..f 

Lives,” edit. If 170. — H. 

^ After the liostoration, njmrtment'i were ?*cscrv(d for Walton afid hi 
daughters, both in the house of the aliove-namefl j)relate, ajid in tiia.i of 
I)r. Seth War<l, Rishop of Salisbury. — Zofc/r. 
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ill 8vo : .viih a dodication to tlie above Bishop of Winchester : 
and a ]»reface, containing the motives for writing them : this 
preface is followed by a copy of verses, by his intimate friend 
and adopted son, Charles Cotton, of Beresford in Stadbrdsliire, 
Esq., tile aiitlior of the second part of the “ Complete Angler,” 
and by the letter from Bishop King, so often referred to in the 
con ISC of this life. 

The “Complete Angler” having, in the space o£ twenty- three 
years, gone ihrough four editions, — Walton in the year KJCG, 
and in the eighty-third of his age, was preparing a fifth, 
with additions, for the press ; v/hen Mr. Cotton wrote his second 
part. It seems Mr. Cotton submitted the manuscript to 
Walton’s perusal, who returned it with his approbation, and a 
few marginal strictures : and in that year they were published 
together. Mr. Cotton’s book had the title of the “ Comidete 
Angler ; being Instructions how to angle for a Trout or Grayling 
in a clear Stream ; Part ii.,” and it has ever since been received 
as a second part of Wallop’s book. In the title-page is a cypher 
composed of tlie initial letters of both their names ; which cypher, 
Mr. Cotton tells us, he had ciiused to be cut in stone, and set up 
over a fishing-house that he had erected near His dwelling on the 
bank of the little river, Dove, which divides the counties of 
Stafibrd and Derby. 

Mr. Cotton’s book is a judicious supplement to Walton’s ; for 
Walton, though he was so expert an angler, knew but little of 
fly-fishing ; and indeed acknowledges that the greater part of 
whnt he has said on that subject was communicated to him by 
Mr. Thomas Barker, and not the result of his own experience. 
This Mr. Biirker was a good-humoured gossiping old man, and 
seems to have been a cook ; for he says, “ he had been admitted 
into tlie most ambassadors’ kitchens, that had* come to England 
for forty years, ami drest lish for them for which, he says, “ho 
was duly paid by the lord protector.” lie sjient a great deal of 
time, and, it seems, money too, in fishing ; ami in the lifter part 
of his life, dwell in an almshouse near the Gatehouse, West- 
minsl(jr. In Kiol, two years before the first publication of 
Walton’s Avork, he published a book in 12mo. calhid the “Art 
of Angling,” to which he aflixed his name:' he published, in 

• To this, Walton, in li is first edition, page 108, thus acknowledges his 
o})li;.iatioiis ; “ I will. tell you freely, I find Mr. Thomas Barker a gentleman 
that has sjuMit much time and money hi angling, deal so judiciously and 
iVtcly in a little hook of his tif angling, and especially of making and 
angling' v\ ith a lly for a. trout, that T will give yon liis very directions with- 
out much variation, which hall follow.” In his fifth edition, he continues 
to^u ntion tlie use whicli he had nimle of Barker’s hook, hut in different 
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1663, a second edition, in 4to. under the same title, but without 
his name : and in 1659 he published the third edition of it, under 
the enlarged title of “Barker’s Delight, or the Art of Angling.” 
And, for that singular vein of humour that runs through it, is 
a most diverting book. 

And of Cotton it must be said, that living in a country where 
fly-flshing was, and is, almost the only practice, he had not only 
the means of Acquiring, but actually possessed more skill in the 
art, as also in the method of making dies, than most men of 
his time. 

His book is, in fact, a continuation of Walton’s, not only as it 
teaches at large that branch of the ai*t of angling which Walton 
had but slightly treated on, but as it takes u i Venator, Walton’s 
piscatoi’y disciple, just where his master had left him ; and 
this connexion between the two parts will be clearly seen, when 
it is remarked that the traveller whom Cotton invites to his 
house, and so hospitably entertains, and also instructs in the art 
of dy-fishing — I say this traveller — and Venator, the pupil of 
Walton, prove to be one and the same person. 

In this second part there is great spirit in the <lialogue ; and 
the same conversable, communicative temper which so eniineiilly 
distinguishes the first.* 

A book which had been published by (.^ol. Kobert Venables, 
some yeai's before (1(162), called the “ ExpericiKUid Angler, or 
Angling Improved,” which has its merit, was also nowr(*priutcd ; 
and the booksellers prefixed to it a general title of the Universal 
Angler,” under which they sometimes soM the three, bound 
to<^ether : but the book is written in a manner very dilhu'eiit 
from that of the “ Complete Angler.” It has a pretiicc signed 
I. W. undoubtedly of Walton’s writing. 

And here it may not be amiss to remark, that Ix'twecm the two 
parts of the “ Complete Angler,” there is an obvious ^liHeivnoo ; 
the latter [part] though it abounds in descriptions of a wild and 
romantic country, and exemplifies the intcrconr.sos <»r 1 1 os j)i table 
urbanity, is of a didactic form, and contains in d. more ol in- 
struction ill tlie art it professes to teach, than of moral rcih'clion : 
whereas tlie ‘ former, besides the pastoral simplicity that ills- 
tinguishes it, is replete with sentiments that edity— ami pi»*ccpts 
thfS recommend, in the most persuasive manner, the ])i‘aclicc of 
religion, and the e.xercise a* patience, humility, and contmilcil- 
ness, and other inoi’al virtues. In this view »)f il, llic book might 
be said to be the only one of the kind, but that I find sumi:\vl.a.t 


words: “I slwill give some other direetiojis f.-i- ll as 
given hy Mr. Thoimis Jlarlvcr, a g»aitlem:in that hath sjual. ulih Ij lijiu in 
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like an^ imitation of it extant in a tract entitled ‘^Angling 
improved to Spiritual Uses,” part of an 8vo. volume written by 
the Hon. Eobert Boyle, an angler, as himself confesses, and 
published in 1665, with this title, Occasional Eeflections upon 
several Subjects ; whereto is premised a Discourse about such 
kind of Thoughts.” 

Great names are entitled to great respect. The character of 
Mr. Boyle, as a devout Christian and deep philosopher, is 
deservemy in high estimation ; and a comparison between his 
reflections and those of Walton, might seem an invidious labour 
— but see the irresistible impulse of wit I the book here referred 
to was written in the very younger years of the author ; and 
Swift, who had but little learning himself, and was better skilled 
ill party politics than in matliematics ov physics^ respected^no man 
for liis proficiency in either, and accordingly has not spared to 
turn the whole of it into ridicule.^ 

Walton was now in his eighty-third year, an age which, to 
use his own words, might have procured him a writ of ease, 
and secured him from atl further trouble in that kind ; ” when 
lie undertook to write the Life of Doctor Eobert Sanderson, 
Bishop of Lincoln : ” which was published — ^togpther with several 
of the Bishop’s pieces, and a sermon of Hooker’s — in 8vo. 1677.* 

And, since little has been said of the suDjects of these several 
lives, it may not be amiss just to mention what kind of men 
they were whom Walton, and indeed mankind in general, thought 
so well worthy to be signalised by him. 

Doctor John Donne was born in London about the year 1573. 
At the age of eleven he was sent to Oxford; thence he was 
tra!is[>lanted to Cambridge; wliere he applied himself very 
asshliioiisly to tlie study of divinity. At seventeen he was 
admitted to Liiicolii’s-iun ; but not having •determined what 

^ See his ** Meditjition on a Broomstick.” 

- The followiiif,^ curious particular, relating to King Charles tjie First, is 
UK‘nti<»iu‘<l in this “ Life of Sanderson;” which, as none of our historians 
Imvc taUcri notice <»f it, is here given in Walton’s own words : “And let 
rni.‘ here take oe(ausion to tell tlie reader this truth, not coiijinoiily known, 
that irj one of tliese conferences this conscientious king told Dr. Sfinderson, 
or cne of them t hat then waite<l with him, that the remembrance of two 
errors diil much alllict him; which were, his assent to the Earl of Strafford’s 
<lcath, and the abolishing episcjoi)acy in Scotland : and that, if God ever 
rcstoied him to bf in a peaceable possession of his crown, he would 
demonstrate his rei)entjnice by a publick confession, and a voluntary penance 
(I thlrdv barefoot) from the Tower of London, or Whitehall, to St. PauTs 
cliurclj, and desire tlie people to intercede with God for his pxrdon. I am 
yuiv one of tliom told it me, lives still, and will witness it.'’ — Life of 
S^\id(:rs>m. — H. 
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E rofession to follow, and being besides not thoroughly fettled in 
is notions of religion, he made himself master of the Eomish 
controversy, and became deeply skilled in the civil and canon 
law. He was one of the many young gentlemen who attended 
the Earl of Essex on the Gales expedition ; at his return 
from which he became secretary to Lord Chancellor Ellesmere. 
Being very young, he was betrayed into some irregularities, the 
reflection on^ which gave him frequent uneasiness during the 
whole of his future life : but a violent passion which he enter- 
tained for a beautiful young woman, a niece of Lady Ellesmere, 
cured Jiijn of these, though it was for a time the ruin of his for- 
tunes ; for he privately married her, and by so imi)rudent a 
conduct brought on himself and his wife the most pungent afflic- 
tion th.*kt two young persons could possibly experience ; he being, 
upon the representation of Sir George Moor, the lady’s father, 
dismissed from his attendance on the Lord Chancellor, and in 
consequence thereof involved in extreme distress and ] >overty 
in which he continued till about 1614, when liaving been 2>or- 
suaded to enter into holy orders, he vlis chosen preacher to the 
lionourable society of Lincoln’s-inn, and soon after appointed a 
King’s chaplain. #In his station of cliai)lain lie drew on him the 
eyes of the King, wl^o, with marks of favour, preferred him to 
the deanery of St. Paul’s ; and shortly after, on the presenta- 
tion of his friend, the Earl of Dorset, he was inducted inlo the 
vicarage of St. Diinstan’s in the West. P>ut the misfortunes 
attending his marriage had not only broken his spirit, but so 
impaired his constitution, that lie fell into a lingering consump- 
tion, of which he died in KJID. Besides a great number of 
Sermons, he left a volume of “ Poems” — first ])ublishod, and as 
there is reason to suppose, by Walton himself, iii ItDhl — among 
wliich are six most spirited satires, several wheiMM)f P(*pe 
has modernised. Walton coiiipar(!s him to St. Austin, as ha n iug, 
like him, been converted to a life of i)iely and holim^ss. 

Sir lliiNRV WoTTON was born lo68. After he had finishrMl his 
studies at Oxford, he resided in Franco, Germany, and ltal\' ; 

^ In a letter of his to an intimate fnorul, is the followiii.!:; must alVtM lMi,!:!; 
])assaf 5 e ; “There is not one jiersmi, hnt niysoh’, wvU •>r my huiiilv : I iinvt* 
already lost half a child; and with tliat miselianee of Inis, iny wile 
is fallen into such a disconii)osure. as wouhl allliet her t-e eslrnnelv, 
but that the sickness of all lier other cdiildreu .s1n]»ihe.-! her ; of jete of 
whicli, in good faith, T have not much ho)»»'. ; and those imet with a, 
fortune so ill jjrovided, for ])hysiek, and such relief, tfiat if (Jod '^le.old 
ease us with Imrials, I know not how t«i perform even tliat. Ihit. 1 llatu r 
myself with this hope, that I am dying too ; for T caritiol, w nst,»‘ taster than 
by such gi-iets.'* “Lite of Duuue,’' in Uie “Oollectieii of Live.-, “ edit. Id7n, 
page 29. — H. 
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and at his return attended the Earl of Essex. He was employed 
by King James the First in several foreign negotiations, and went 
ambassador to Venice. Towards the end of his life, he was made 
provost of Eton College, a dignity well suited to a mind like his, 
that had withdrawn itself from the world for the purpose of 
religious contemplation. He was skilled in painting, sculpture, 
music, architecture, medals, chemistry, and languages. Ii^the 
arts of negotiation he had few equals ; ^ and in the propensities 
and attainments of a well-bred gentleman, no superior. To which 
character it may be added, — ^that he possessed a rich vein of 
poetry ; which he occasionally exercised in compositions of the 
descriptive and elegiac kind. There is extant, of his writing, the 
volume of "Remains ” heretofore mentioned ; collected and pub- 
lished, as the dedication tells us, by Walton himself; containing 
among other valuable tracts, his “Elements of Architecture.” He 
was a lover of angling, and such a proficient in the art, that, as he 
once tohl Walton, lie intended to write a discourse on it : but his 
death, in prevented him. His reasons for the choice of this 
recreation wore, that “ after tedious study, it was a rest to his 
niiiiil, a chearer of his spirits, a diverter of sadness, a calmer of 
iimpiiot thoughts, a moderator of piissions, ^ procurer of con- 
ten teilncss ; end begat habits of peace and patience.” 

HooKKii, one of the greatest of English* divines, is sufficiently 
known and celebi*ated as a learned, able and judicious writer, 
an<l defender of (jur church, in his “Treatise of the Laws of 
Ecclesiiustical Polity.” The occasion of this immortal work 
wns as follows : — In or about the year lo70 were published 
two small tracts, severally entitled, “ A First and Second 
Admonition to the Parliament,” containing, under the form of a 
remonsl i aiua , a most virulent invective against the establishment 
and discipline of the Church of England. These wore answered 
by l.)r. Whitgift, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
ilcfeinled by oikj Thomas Cai*tw'riglit, the author of the second 
Aflnuniifion. Whitgift being, it seems, weaiy of the dispute, com- 
mitted tin; future conduct of it to Hooker ; who took ft up with 
nil examination of the tw'o Admonitions, and continued it through 
th(^ siihs<Mjueut books of Cartwright, referring to the latter (a 
];nrti(:ul;ir w'orthy to be known: for, without it, no one can tell 
who or what he is refuting) by the initials “ T. C.” and the 
adjnmd, ‘ lib.” above-mentioned. Here the matter rested, till the 

* Tn ;i person intoiulcd for a foreign embassy tliat came to him for 
in. I nn iinti, Imj gave this shrewd advice : “ iilver,” said he, *^speak truthy 
i 'l it you (1,). you shall arm* he het ieredy and ’twill jmt your adversaries, (who 
V ill .'•till lontf rtwufer) to a li>ss in all their dis(piisition.s and undertakings.* - 
S‘y mIso his advice to iMiltoii, concerning travel, in his “ Letter*’ iirefixed to 

A-dtoii's “ Coiims.” — U. 
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re-establisliment of episcopacy and the liturgy (both wl^ich, it is 
well known, were abolished by the usurpers under Cromwell) 
revived the question of the lawfulness of both the one and the 
other, and gave rise to a controversy which is never likely to end. 

Hooker’s book is written with great force of argument, and in 
a truly Christian temper: it contains a wonderhil variety of 
le^ing and curious information ; and for richness, correctness, 
. elegance of style, may be justly deemed the standard of 
penection in*the English language. 

This excellent man. Hooker, was by a crafty woman, betrayed 
into a marriage with her daughter ; a homely ill-bred wench, 
and, when married, a shrew ; who is more than suspected to have 
destroyed, at the instigation of his adversaries, the corrected copy 
of the three last books of his invaluable work, of whicli only the 
former five were published by himself. He was sometime Master 
of the Temple ; but his last preferment was to the rectory of 
Bishop’s Bourne, near Canterbury. In his passage from Graves- 
end to London, in the tilt-boat, he caught a cold ; whicli brought 
on a sickness that put an end to his dt%s, in 1600, when he had 
but just completed his forty-seventh year. 

Heiibert was o.f the noble family of that name ; and a younger 
brother of the first of^modern Deists,^ the fainoiis Edward, Lord 
Herbert of Clicrbury. He was a King’s scholar at Vfestminster, 
and, after that, a fellow of Trinity CJollege, in Caml >ridge. In 
1619, he was chosen university orator ; and, wliiJt in that 
station, studied the modern languages, with a view to the ollice 
of Secretary of State : but being of a constitution tli/it iinlicated 
a consumption, and wdtlial of an ascetic turn of mind, he gave uj) 
the thoughts of a court life, and enteretl into holy orilors. llis 


• 

' So, truly, termed ; as Ijeing the author of a treatise; /){> Vi nUite provt 
' distinynltvr a rerclitfione, a verinhulli, d poHnihili^ dftthd. Toiicliijig wliieli 
book, arid the religious opiiiious of tlie autiuir, I sliall lu;ro take oeeasion 
to mentioT* a fact that I find related in a collection of ju rio^lical jtaiHTs, 
entitled the “Weekly Miscellany,” puljlishod in J73(>, in twi» vuls. 8vo. 
Lord Herbert, of (Iherhury, being dangerously ill, and a]»]»ri lu;iihivt* thut 
bis end was approaching, sent for Dr. .Tcreiiiy Taylor, au<l signilieil a ilcslre 
of re(;eiving the sacrament at his bauds; the (loctor ohjecUd tf liiiji tlie 
tenets contained in his writings, pai-ticularly those wherein he asserts tin; 
sufficiency and alnsolute perfection of natural religion, with a view n. shi>w 
that any extraordinary revel ath >11 is needless; aiul exlioiletl hini i.» retract 
them; hut his hu’dsliip refusing, the doctor deela)(;d tliat lie could not 
administer so lioly and solemn a riglitto an vnMinrr, 

The doctor upon this left him ; and, conceiving hope.-i that Id.'. Iurd.diip’s 
sickness was not mortal, he wu*ote that discunrse jn-oving that the 
religion of Jesus Christ Is from Cod — which is printed in hi^ “ Ductor 
Dabitantium.'' — H. 
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first pivfcrmeiit in the church was to a prebendary in the cathedral 
of Lincoln : and his next and last the rectory of Bemerton, near 
Salisbury. About 1()30, he married a near relation of the Earl 
of Dauby ; and died about 1635, aged forty-two, without issue. 

His elder brother, Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, mentions him 
in his own “Life;” and gives his character in the following 
words : — “ My brother George was so excellent a scholar, •that 
he was made the publick orator of the university in Cambridge ; 
some of whose English works are extant, which, ttough they be 
rare in their kind, yet are far short of expressing those perfec- 
tions he had in the Greek and Latin tongues, and all divine and 
human literature. His life was mostly holy and exemplary ; 
insomuch that about Salisbury, where he lived beneficed for 
many years, lie was little less tlian sainted : he was not exempt 
from passion find choler, being infirmities to which all our race is 
subject — but, that one excepted, without reproach in his actions.” 

A collection of religious poems, entitled the “ Temple,” and a 
small tract, “ Tlie Priest to the Temple ; or, the Country Parson 
his Character,” with hia®*“ Remains,” are all of his works that 
are generally known to be in print ; but he translated Cornaro’s 
book of “ Tomptu-ance and long Life printed in 12mo. Cam- 
bridge, 163!h Among the “Remains” is^ a collection of foreign 
jirovorba translated into English, well worthy of a place in some 
future edition, with those of Ray. 

Sanderson was a man of very acute parts, and ffimous for 
deep skill in casuistry: a sort of learning formerly much 
cultiv.'itcil among the Romish divines, with a view to qualify the 
younger clergy for the ollice of confession ; find it continued in 
fashi(ni here longer after the Reformation than it Wfis useful. 
In tin; year 1(517, he drew up the famous Oxford “Reasons 
agfiinst tlie Covenant which disciover anftizing penetration 
.Mini s.Mg.Mcitv, and so distingiiished him, that at the Restoration,, 
In? was promoted to the bishopric of Lincoln. In 1671, by 
vii’tue of fi, (jommissiem from King Charles II., he assysted at a 
conferein'O at the Sfivoy, between the episcopal clergy and non- 
eon rorining divines, for settling a Liturgy ; and, upon a review of 
tin? book of “ (_ oiiiinon Prayer” that followed it, composed 
sundiy of the now Collects and additioinil offices ; it is said that 
the iorni (»f g(?nei*al thanksgiving is in the number of the 
fofnnM* . and he drew up the Preface, “ It liath been the wisdom of 
tin.; (dmrtdi,” <S;c. This great man died in 1662. There are 
v xt.Mnt, of his wftrks — besides a volume of Senuons, in folio, — 
livatise, “ De Jnraniciiti promissorii obligatione,” which was 
Iranshilrd into Ejiglish by King Charles L, while a prisoner in 
the Islo <vf Wight ; and sovcrfil other pieces. AValton’s acquaint- 
MHOC with him Lad a very early comiiioiicemoiit : and what degree 

c 
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of intimacy subsisted between them will appear by tlie ftjllowing 
account : — “ About the time of his printing this excellent 
* Preface,’ [to his “Sermons” first printed in 16r)r)], I met him 
accidentally in London, in sad-coloured clothes, and, Cod knows, 
far from being costly. The place of our meeting was near to 
Little Britain ; where he had been to buy a book, which he then 
haddn his hand. We had no inclination to part presently ; and 
therefore turned to stand in a comer, under a penthouse ; (for it 
began to rain ;) and immediately the wind rose, and the rain 
increased so much, that both became so inconvenient, as to force us 
into a cleanly house ; where we had bread, cheese, ale, and a fire 
for our money. This rain and wind were so obliging to me as to 
force our stay there, for at least an hour, to my great content 
and advs,ntage ; for in that time he made to me many useful 
observations, with much clearness and conscientious freedom.” ^ 
It was not till long after that period when the faculties of man 
begin to decline, that Walton undertook to write tlie “ Life of 
Sanderson : ” nevertheless, far from being deficient in any of 
those excellencies that distinguish tfie former “Lives,” this 
abounds with the evidences of a vigorous imagination, a sound 
judgment, and a# memory unimpaired; and for the nervous 
sentiments and simplicity therein disjilayed, let the 

concluding j)aragrajdi thereolj pointed out to me by an eminent 
writer,® and here given, serve «*is a s])eciiucn. 

“Thus, tliis pattern of meekness and ]>rimitive ijniocence 
changed this for a better life : ’tis now too late to wisli that 
mine may be like his ; (for I am in the tighty-firth year of my 
age; and God knows it hath not;) but I most humbly beseech 
Almighty God tliat my death may ; and 1 do as earnestly beg, that 
it any reader shall receive any satisfaction from this very ])Iai)i, 
and as true relation, he will be so el lari table as to say Amen.” 

, Such were the persons, whose virtues Walton was so laudably 
emidoyed in celebrating : ami surely lie has dcuje bid justice iii 
saying, tlyit “These were honourable men in their gi uoiatiuns/' 
— Ecclua. xliv. 7.^ 

And yet so far was he from arrogating to himself any nicri(. in 
this his labour, that in the instanee of Dr, Lonm ’s “ J/ife,” 
comjiares himself to Pompey’s bondman — wlio being found ou 
the aea>shore, gathering u]> the scaltereil fragments of au ('hi 
broken boat, in order to burn the l)ody of his dead master, was 
asked, “Who art thou that pj*eparo.st the funerals of Pompey 
the Great — ^lioping, as he says, that if a like (pu^slion should 

be put to him, it would be thought to have in it more of wojuler 
than disdain. 

^ “Life of Randorson.” 

® Dr. SamuelJoliusuu. ^ Mi.«tto to the (.'olkrtiou (jf Lbu.-;.” 
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The jibove passage in Scripture, assumed by Walton as a motto 
to the collection of ‘‘Lives,” may, with equal propriety, be 
applied to most of his friends and intimates ; who were men of 
such distinguished characters for learning and piety, and so 
many in number,^ that it is matter of wonder by what meanara 
man in his station could obtain admittance among such illustrious 
society ; unless we suppose, as doubtless was the case, that his 
integrity and amiable disposition attracted tbo notice and 
conciliated the affections of all with whom he had any concern. 

It is observable, that not only these, but the rest of Walton’s 
friends, were eminent royalists ; and that he himself was in 
great repute for his attachment to the royal cause, will appear 
by the following relation, taken from Ashmole’s History of the 
Order of the Garter,” p. 228 ; where the author, speakkig of the 
ensigns of the order, says : “ Nor will it be here unfitly remem- 
bered, by what good fortune the present sovereign’s Lesser 
George, set with fair diamonds, was preserved, after the defeat 
given to the Scotch forces at Worcester, ann. 4 Car. II. Among 
the rest of his attendants then dispersed, Colonel Blague was 
one ; who, taking shelter at Blorepipe-house in Staffordshire, 
where one Mr. George Barlow then dwelt, delivered his wife 
this George, to secure. Within a week after, Mr. Barlow himself 
carried it to lloben Milward, Esq. ; he being then a prisoner to 
the Paidiaineiit, in the garrison of Stafford ; and by his means 
it was haj)pily preserved and restored : for, not long after, he 
tlelivercd it to Mr. Isaac Walton, (a man well known, and as 
wtill beloved of all good men ; and will bo better known to 
j posterity, by his ingenious pen, in the “ Lives of Doctor Donne, 
Sir Henry Wi)tton, Mr. Richard Hooker, and Mr. George 
Herlxnt,”) to be given to Colonel Blague, then a prisoner m 
tlio Tower ; who, considering it had already passed so many 
dangers, was pei’suaded it could yet secure one hazardous 
attoni])t of ills own ; and, thereupon, leaving the Tower without 
luavo-taking, basted the presentation of it to tl^ present 
sovereign’s hand.” 


^ III tlie jiuiDber of liis intimate friends wo find Archbishop Usher, 
Ai clihislioj) Slioldoii, ]5ishop Morton, liishop King, Bishoi? Barlow, Dr. 
Kyllor, l>r. Tneo, l>r. Wt»odford, Dr. Featly, Dr. lloldsworth, Dr. Ham- 
iucikI, ,Sir Kdward Sandys, Sir Edward Bysh, Mr. Cranmer, Mr. Ohilling- 
\\nrlh, Mich. Drayton, and that celebrated scholar and critic, Mr. John 
Jbllc^, i)f Ejiton. — Hawkins. In short he was in habits of friendly 
ill toil unrse with tli()se who were most celebrated for their piety and 
it;;irnjiig. Nor couId lie be deficient in urbanity of maimers, or elegance of 
taste, v\ ho was the coini>aiii.in of Sir Henry Wotton, the most accomplished 
gojitlcmun of his ago. — Zouen. 
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The religious opinions of good men are of little importance to 
others, any farther than they conduce to virtuous practice ; 
since we see, that as well the different persuasions of Papist 
and Protestant, as the several no less differing parties into 
which the reformed religion is unhappily subdivided, have 
produced men equally remarkable for their endowments, sincere 
in their professions, and exemplary in their lives. But were it 
necessary, after what has been above remarked of our author, 
to be particular on this head, we should say that he was a 
very dutiful son of the Church of England ; nay further, 
that he was a friend to an hierarchy, or, as we should now 
call such a one, a high churchman ; for wJiich propensity 
of his, if it needs an apology, it may be said, that he had 
lived to nee hypocj*isy and fanaticism tniimi)h in the subversion 
of both our ecclesiastical and civil constitution, — the important 
question of toleration had not been discussed, — the extent of 
regal prerogative, and the bounds of civil and religious liberty 
had never been ascertained, — and he, like many other good men, 
might look on the interests of the Church, and those of rtdigion, 
as inseparable. 

At a time when animosities between tlic Sectarian and TTigh- 
Church parties prerailed without any ju’osyiec.t of their 
termination, Walton, from solicitude for the welfare of his 
country — and not with a view to embarrass himself in disjnita- 
tion, for he was averse to controversy — gave an ingenuous 
and undissembled account of his laith and ]n*actico, as a 
true son of the Church of England : publishing, in UJSO, a 
treatise under the title of “ Love and Truth, in two modest and 
peaceable Letters, concerning the Distempers of the presemt 
Times ; written from a quiet and conforniabh?. Citixon nf Lniidt)n, 
to two busic and factious Shopke(q)ers in (S)ventrv.'’ "J'he 
motto to it was, “Butl<;t none of you snllVr as a biisit;-])Oily in 
other men’s matters!” — 1 Pot. iv. Id. \V;ilti)n snp]iressei] his 
name in the title jiage : but for ascribing it to his jjen, tliere is 
the sufficient authority of Archbisho]) SanerofU who. in (Ik*. 
volume of Miscellanies (“ Miscellanea,” 14 ; li, :M), in tlie lihivu-v 
of Emanuel College, Cambridge, has, with his oavii ham I, marked 
its title thus : “Is. Walton’s 2 letters e«)n«-. y' Distoinps «>f \ ■ 
Times, KJSO.” ''fhe styde, the sentiment, tin' argumentation, m-e 
such as might be expected from a fdaiii man, aetua ted only by 
an honest zeal to promote the pnbli«r peace. And if we eo?!^.ider 
that it was written by our “quiet and eonforniable eil i/^-n," in 
the eighty-seventh year of his ago — a sea.S'>n of life wlo-nijM 
faculties of the miiulai’c usually on thtMleelim*. it will ))e s.-areely 
possible not to admire the chau’uess of his judgment and the 
unimpaired vigour of his memory. The work, wJiieli 'orea-tin s 
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the gcndine spirit of benevolence and candour, is not altogether 
inapplicable to more recent times ; and it has been reprinted as 
lately as 1795. 

Besides the works of Walton above-mentioned, there are 
extant of, of his writing, verses on the death of Dr. Donn^, 
beginning, “ Our Donne is dead ; ” verses to his reverend friend 
the author of the “ Synagogue,” printed together with Herlfert’s 
“ Temple ; ” verses before “ Alexander Brome’s P«ems,” octavo, 
164f), — and before “ Shirley’s Poems,” octavo 1C46, — and before 
Cartwright’s Plays and Poems,” octavo, 16*51. He wrote also 
the following lines under an engraving of Dr. Donne, before his 
“Poems,” published in 16135. 

This was — for youth, strength, mirth, and wit — that 
Most count their tjoldcn itge ; ^ hut was not thine : 

Thhnc was, thy later years ; so much refined 
From youth’s dross, mirth, and wit, — as thy ymre mind 
TJiouglit (lilvo the angels) nothing but the praise 
Of thy (h'eatf Ji*, in tk«o.se hast, b(!st days, 

AVitnoss this hook, (thy emhiom,) which begins 
With love ; hut ends with sighs and tears for sins. 


Dr. TTcnry King, P>ishop of Chicdiestcr — in a letter to Walton 
dated ill Novcuibi'r, 1(J()4, and in which is contained the judg- 
ment of Hales, of Kton, on the “Life of Dr. Donne,” says 

that W^alton liad, in tlic “ Life of Hooker,” given a more 

short ajid significant account of the character of liis time, 

ami also of “ Archbishop Whitgift,” than he had received 
from any othen* jkmi, and that he had also done much for Sir 
lltMiry Savilc, his contemyiorary and familiar friend; which 
fact docs v('ry wcdl connect with what the late Mr. Dcs 
Mai/.caiix, soim; years since, related to a gentleman now deceased,^ 
IVniji wlioin I liad it, viz., that there were then several letters 
of VVallon extant, in the y\.shmolean Museum, relating to fi 
"Life (4* Sir Henry Savilc,” which Walton had eiitcrtained 
thoughts of writing. 

. I .'ilso liiid, that he nndertook to collect materials for a “Life 
of Ilalcs.’’ It scorns, that Mr. Anthony Farringdon, minister of 
Si,. .Mary Magilalcn, Milk-street, Loudon, had begun to write the 
iir«‘ this memorable person ; but dying before he had com- 
'K tc(’ it, Ills papers were sent to Walton, with a request from 


■ Alitidiiig tu his ago, viz, chfhlcca ; when the picture was painted from 
rlu* jis int was takon.- -11. 

" William Oldys, Kstj. Nnrroy kiug-at-arrns ; Author of the “ Life of 
A’r. ju’olixod to the Second Part, in the former editions of this 

A-ik. II.' 



22 


LIFE OF WALTON. 


Mr. Fulman, who had proposed to himself to continue anft finish 
it, that Walton would furnish him with such information as was 
to his purpose : Mr. Fulman did not live to complete his design. 
But a " Life of Mr. Hales,” from other materials, was compiled by 
ttte late Mr. Dcs Maizeaux, and published by him in 1719, as a 
specimen of a new “ Biographical Dictionary.” 

A ^letter of Walton, to JViarriot, his bookseller, upon this 
occasion, was' sent me by tlie late Bev. Dr. Birch, containing 
the above facts ; to whicJi the Doctor added, that after the 
year 1719, Mr. Fulman ’s papers, came to the liands of Mr. 
Des Maizeaux, who intended, in some way or other, to avail 
himself of them ; but he never published a second edition of his 
“ Life of Hales ; ” nor, for aught that I can liear, have they ever 
yet found their way into the w'orld. 

In 1683, when he was ninety years old, Walton publishe<l 
Thealma and Clearchus ; ” a pastoral history, in smooth and 
easy verse, written long since by John Clialkhill, Esq. ; an 
acquaintance and friend of Edmund Sj.'enser : to this poem be 
wrote a preface, containing a very amiable character of the 
author. 

lie lived but a '^ery little time after the puldication of this 
poem ; for, as Wood saVa, he ended his <lays on the loth. <lay of 
December, 1083, in the great fi’ost, at Winchester, in the house 
of Dr. William Hawkins, a prebendar}' of the church thert‘, 
where he lies buried. 

In the cathedral of Winchester, in a chay>el in the south aish-, 
calle<l Prior Silksteed’s chapel, on a large ]>iack fiat marble stone, 
is this inscri})tiou to his memory ; the poetry has very little to 
rccoiiuneiid it. 


Hero restotli the IhmIv » r 
MU. ISA Ad WALTO.V, 

WIio tlie t.'ith of Deccjiiher. 
PiM. 

A 1ms ! lie’s ^oiir Iw.-fore, 

UoJie to return n«.» m«ire. 

Our jiJintinj: hre;ists 

Aftr*r their aixcsl sir** : 

Whose well-:- ‘lit life did !;i: t 
Full ninety years aufl ]»asi. 

.lint noAv In; hath Itloui 
T liat, w’hieh will ne’er he d'U.r. 
(h’ownM with etei'nal hli'‘>, 
\V«* >vish onr sniils with hi' 

VoTis MouKsTis SIC KLiuir.'iT riiu ur 
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The lissiie of Walton’s marriage were, — a son, named Isaac ; 
and a daughter, named, after her mother, Anne. This son was 
placed in Christ Church College, Oxford ; and, hjiving taken his 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, travelled, together with his uncle, 
Bishop Ken, in 1074, into France and Italy. Of this 
mention is made in the remai*kal)le will of Dr. Donne Ixhe 
younger, in 1662 ; whereby he bequeathed to the ^der 
Walton all his father’s writings, as also his eommoil^place 
book, which, he says, may be of use to him if he makes him 
a scholar. Upon the return of the younger Walton, he pro- 
secuted his studies; and having finished them entered into 
holy orders ; became chaphiin to Dr. Seth Ward, Bishop of 
Sarum ; and by his favour, attained to the dignity of canon 
residentiary of that cathedral. Upon the decease of Bisho]> 
Ward, and the promotion of Dr. Gilbert Burnet to the 
vacant see, Mr. Walt{)n was taken into the friendship and con- 
fidenc^e of tliat prelate, and being a man of great temper and 
discretion, and much ref^pected by the clergy of the diocese, 
became very useful to lum in conducting the afiiiirs of the 
chapter. 

Old Isaac Walton having by his will bequfhthod a farm and 
laud lU'ar Stafford, of about the yeaidy value of 20^. to his 
S071 mid his heirs for ever, upon condition, that if he should 
not many before he should be of the age of forty-one, or being 
married should die before the saul age, and leave no son 
that should attain the age of twenty-one, then the estate should 
go to the corporation of Stafford, for certain charitable purposes ; 
— this srin, n])on reaching forty-one, without liaving married, 
inforinod the mayor of Stafford, that the estate, now almost 
dnuble its former value, would ujwn his decease belong to the 
cor]>oration. 

He ilied, at the age of sixty-nine, on the 20th day of December, 
1710 ; ainl lies interred in the cathedral church of Salisbury. 

Anne, the (laughter of old Isaac Walton, was married to Dr. 
Willlani Hawkins ; a divine and prebendary of Winchester ; for 
whom Walton, in his will, expressi's great affection, declaring that 
In:- h)\ ed him as his own son. He died the 17th day of July, 

1 I , aged fifiy-eight, leaving issue — by his said wife — a daughter 
named Anne, and a son named William. Tlie da, lighter was 
never married, but lived with licr uncle, the canon, as his house- 
keej^er, and tlie pianager of his domestic concerns : she remained 
si‘Hled at Salisbury after his decease, till the 27th of November, 
when she died, and lies buried in the cathedral. 

William, the son of Dr. Hawkins, .and brother of the last-, 
mentioned A line, was bred to tlie study of the law. He wrote .and 
’ ahlished in 8vo. 1713, “A short account of the life of Bishop 
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Ken,” with a small specimen, in order to a pnblicatioif of liis 
works at large ; and, accordingly, in 1721, they were published, in 
four volumes, 8vo. From this account, some of the above pai*ti- 
culars respecting the family connections of Walton are taken. ^ 
few months before his death, Walton made Jiis will, which 
appters, — ^by the peculiarity of many expressions contained in it, 
as as by the hand — to be of his own writing. As there is 
something characteristic in this last solemn act of his life, — it has 
been thought proper to adjoin an authentic copy thereof. 

Upon a retrospect to the foregoing particulars, and a view of 
some others mentioned in a subsequent letter ^ and in his will, — 
it will appear that Walton possessed that essential ingredient to 
human felicity, mens sanain corpore sano ; for in his eighty-third 
year he professes a resolution to begin a pilgrimage of more than 
a hundred miles into the country — at that time a most difficult 
and hazardous undertaking for an aged man — to visit his 
friend Cotton, and doubtless to enjoy his favourite diversion of 
angling in the delightful streams ofithe Dove, — ^Jind on the 
ninetieth anniversary of his birth-day he, by his will, declares 
himself to be of perfect memory. 

1 See his Letter to Cliaiies Cotton, Esq.; iirofixod to tlie .second part. 
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A uf/ust the ninth, 

One thousand six himdred eighfy-three. 

Xu tf )0 Name of 0oli, ®men* i izaak waltos, the 

elder, of Winch ester, hciiig this present day, in the riiiietyeth 
year of iny age, and in perfect memory, for which praised be God ; 
but considering liow suddainly I may be deprived of bo^h ^ 
therefore make this my last will and testament im followcth ; And 
first, I do declare ray belief to be, that tUore is only one God, 
wlio hath mad(3 the whole world, and me and all mankind ; to 
Avhom I shall give an account of all my actions, whicli are not to 
bti justified, but 1 hope jiardoned, for the merits of iny Saviour 
Jesns : j\nd because the profession of Christianity does, at this 
time, setMii to be subdivided into Papist and Protestante, I take 
it, at h'iist to b(^ convenient, to declare my belief to be, in all 
])oints of faith, as the Church of England now professeth : and 
I his I do the rather, because of a very long and very true friend- 
ship with some of the Jioman Church. And for luy worldly 
estate, (which 1 have neither got by falshood or flatteiy, or the 
extreme cruelty of the law of tliis nation,*) I do hereby give and 
Inapieath it as folio woth : First, I give ray son-in-law. Doctor 
Jlawkiiis, and to his wife ; to them 1 give all my title and right 
of <>v in a pa,rt of a. liouse and shop in Paternoster-row, in London, 
wliicli 1 hold by lea..sc from the Lord Bishop of London for about 
lltl y Vi'.'irs to come. Ami I do also give to them all my right 
.:!i<l title of' or to a Ijouse in Chancery' laixe, London, wherein 
■Mrs. ( aeinwotxl now dwelletli, in which is now about sixteen 
y< ar.s to conie : T give these two leases to thorn, they saving my 
e \'t cut or from a h damage concerning the same. And I give to 
my Son Izaak all my riglit and title to a lease of Norington 
i'lrme, wJiich 1 hold from the Lord Bishop of Win ton : And 1 do . 

•' pcrlta].;-!, to that fimdaincuUil maxim of our law, **Summum 

(iu t<{.!iiiii<a iiijiiria."- --H. 
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also give him all my right and title to a farme or lancf near to 
Stafford, which I bought of Mr. Walter Nooll ; I say, I give it 
to him and his heirs for ever ; but upon the condition following, 
namely ; if my son shall not marry before he sliall be of th<‘ age 
of forty and one years, or, being married, shall d3'e before the 
said age, and leave no son to inherit the said farme or land, — or 
if n|s son or sons shall not live to attain the age of twenty and 
one }^rs, to dispose otherwise of it, — then I give the said faraie 
or land to the towne or corporation of Stafford, in which I was 
borne, for the good and benefit of some of the said towne, as I 
shall direct, and as folio weth ; (but first note, that it is at this 
present time rented for twenty-one pounds ten shillings a year, 
and is like to hold the said rent, if care be taken to keep the 
bam and housing in repair ;) and I would have, and do give ten 
pound of the said rent, To bind out, yearly, two bo3\s, the sons of 
honest and poor parents, to be apprentices to some tradesmen or 
handycraftmen, to the intent the said boys may the better after- 
ward get their own living. And I do aiso give five pound 3"earl3’’ 
out of the said rent, to be given to some maid-servant that hath 
dWattPtd the age of twenty and one years, not less, and dwelt 
long in one servidl, or to some honest poor man’s <laug]iter, that 
hath attained to that fige, to bo paid her at or on tlie day of her 
marriage : and this being done, my will is, tliat what rent shall 
remain of tlie said farme or land, shall be dis])osed of as fol- 
loweth : first I do give twenty sl)illii)gs3X^arl3’', tr)bo si)ent 1)3^ the 
Major of Stafford, and those tliat shall collect the said rent, and 
dispose of it as I have and shall hereafter diroci ; and that what 
money or rent shall remain undisposed of, shall la? iiu]>lovod to 
buy coals for some poor people, tliat shall most need llann, in the 
said towne ; the gaid coals to be delivered the tirst weeki* in 
January, or in eveiy first weeke in Februaiy; T say then, 
because I take that time to be the liardest ainl most ])inchiiig 
times with poor peojde ; and (tod rewai'd tlirnse that .•^liall do this 
without jiartiality, and with lionestv, and a goral ctniscicnee. 
And if the same major and others of the said towne of Stalford 
shall prove so negligent, or dishonest, as not to imploy tla^ 
b3^ me given as intended jmd exprost in this my will, whieh ( {r.d 
forbid, — then I give the said rents and jir(»tits of ihe said farme 
or land to the towne, and chief magistrates or goverimrs, .<.f 
Eclesliall, to be <lisi>oscd of by them in sncli a manner as 1 !i;ivc 
ordered the disposal of it by tin* towne of )Stanbnl, tin* said farme 
or land being near the town of Kcleshall. And i give to my s-'H- 
in-law, h)r. Hawkins, whom I love as 1113^ own son ; and to my 
daughter, his wife ; and riiy^ sun Tzaak ; to eaeh of them a ring, 
with these words or motto: “Love ny nieuiovv, t. W. obi it 
to tlie Lord Bishop of Wiiiton a ring, with this motto ' 
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“ A mite for a millioTi, I. W. obiit ; ” and to his friends here- 

after named, I give to each of them a ring, with this motto : 

“A friend’s farewell, I. W. obiit And my will is, the sai(l 

rings be delivered within forty days after my death : and that the 
price and value of all the said rings shall be thirteen shillings and 
fourpence a-piccc. I give to Dr. Hawkins Doctor Donne’s Ser- 
mons,” which I have heard preacht, and read with much content, 
^"o my son Izaak, I give Doctor Sibbs liis “ Soul’s Conflict ; tnd to 
my daughter his “Bruised Eeed,”^ desiring them to read them 
so as to be well acquainted with them. And 1 also give unto 
her all my books at Winchester and Droxford, and whatever in 
those two places are, or I can call mine, except a trunk of linnen, 
which T give to my son Izaak : but if he do not live to marry, or 
make use of it, then I give the same to my grand-daughter, 
Anne Hawkins. And I give my daughter “ Doctor Hall’s 
Works,” which be now at Farnham. To my son Izaak I give all 
my books, not yet given, at Farnham Castell ; and a deske of 
prints and pictures ; also e cabinett near my bed’s head, in which 
ai’e some little things that he will value, though of no great 
worth. And my will and desire is, that he will be kind 
aunt Beach ame, and his aunt BoSe Ken ; by Allowing the first 
about fifty shillings a year, in or for bacon "and cheese, not more, 
and paying four pounds a year towards the boarding of her son’s 
dyet to Mr. John Whitehead : for his aunt Ken, I desire him to 
bo kind to her, according to her necessity and his own abilitie ; 
and 1 eommciid (jiie of her children, to breed up as I have said I 
intend to do, if he shall bo able to do it, as T know he will ; for 
tlu^y ho good folke. I give to Mr. John Darbysliire the 
“ Sermons ” — of Mr. Anthony Farringdon — or, of Dr. Sanderson ; 
whicli, my executor thinks fit. To my servant Thomas Edgill, 
1 give Jive ])ouii(lin money, and all my cloths linnen and woollen 
— except om^ suit of cloths, which I give to Mr. Tlolliiished, and 
^"n'ty shillirjgs — if the said Thomas be my servant at my death ; 
if nol , my cloths only. And 1 give my old friend, M» Bichard 
i\l:ni iof," ten pounds in money, to be j^aid him within three 
)nonths afho' my <leath ; and I desire my son to shew kindness 
h)him if he shall n cede, and my^ son can spare it. Audi do 
l)ercl)y will and <leclaro my son Jzaak to be my sole executor of 
(Ilia my last will and testament; and Doctor Hawkins to see 
tli.it l:c ])erf(»jns it; which I <loubt not but he will. I desire 
m y hm ial may be nenr the place of my death, and free from 
aii>' o;-:t ciita.tiun or charge, but privately. This I make to be my 

^ Tliis i)()(.k Av.is an inslruaiciit in tlic conversion of Mr. Ricliaid Baxter, 
her Dr. r.ilaniy’s Lifb of liiiii, page 7. — H. 

“ liiHjkwoller, ami his i*nblis]iur. 
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last will (to which I shall only add the codicil for rings), this 
sixteenth day of August, one thousand six hundred eighty- 
three. IzAAK Walton. Witness to this will. 

The rings I give are as on the other side. To my brother 
John Ken ; to my sister his wife ; to my brother, Doctor Ken ; 
to my sister Pye ; to Mr. Francis Morley ; . to Mr. George 
Vernon ; to his wife ; to his three daughters ; to Mrs. Nelson ; 
to Mrv Bichard Walton ; to Mr. Palmer ; to Mr. Taylor ; to Mr. 
Tho. Giirrard ; to the Lord Bishop of Sarura ; to Mr. Bede, his 
servant ; to my cousin Dorothy Kenrick ; to my cousin Lcwiii ; 
to Mr. Walter Higgs ; to Mr. Charles Cotton ; to Mr. Bichard 
Marryot : — 22. To my brother Beachame ; to my sister liis wife ; 
to the Lady Anne How ; to Mrs. King ; Doctor Phillip’s wife ; 
to Mr. Valentine Ilarecourt ; to Mrs. Eliza Johnson ; to Mrs. 
Mary Bogers ; to Mrs. Eliza Milward ; to Mrs. Dorothy 
Wollop ; to Mr. Will. Milward, of Christ Church, Oxford ; to 
Mr. John Darbyshire ; to Mr. Undevill ; to Mrs. Bock ; to Mi-. 
Peter White; to Mr. John Lloyde ; ,to my cousin Creinsi'll’s 
widow; Mrs. Dalbin must not bo forgotten : — Kl. Tzaak 
i)N. Note, that several lines are blotted out of this will, 
for they were t\fice repeated, — ^aiid that this will is now signed 
and sealed this twenty and fourth day of October, one thousand 
six hundred eighty-three, in the presence of us : Witness, 
Auraham Markland, Jos. Taylor, Thomas Craavlky. 




Being a Difcourfe of • 

FISH and FISH IN G, 

Nol uiiwortliy the perufal of moft Angters. 


Simon Peter 7 a fifhing : and they [aid., 
fdfo ml govifitb thee. John 21 . 5. 

■•g /hm, Printed by T, Maxey for Rich. MARRioT,in 
N. Dirnftany Clinrch-yard Fleetftreet, 
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TO THE RIGHT WORSIIirFUL 

JOHN OITLEY, 

OF jrADELEY MANOR, IN TITE COUNTY OF STAFFORD, ESQ. 


lyiT MOST Honoured Friend, 

Sir, — I have made so ill use of j^our former favours as by them 
to 1.0 oncourji^cd to entreat that they may bo enlarged to the patronage 
and ]ti'ol(ieti(jn of this book. And I have put on a modest confidence 
that I shall not be denied, because it is a Discourse of Fish and 
h^ishiiig, wliich you know so well, and both love and practise so much. 

^'ou are assured, though there be ignorant men of another belief, 
that Angling is an art, and y<»u know that art better than othei*s ; and 
that tijis tiuth is doinoustratod by the fruits of that pleasant labour 
wliicii yiin enjoy, wlieii yon purpose to give re.st to your j^iiid, and 
dix'i'st yoni-self of your more serious busiuess, and (which is often) 
<h dieate a. day or two to this reereation. 

At whicli time, if common anglers should attend yon, and bo eye- 
i( i '.esses of thti sncee'ss, not of your fortune but your skill, it would 
dMiihtl.ass begot in tluaii an emulation to be like you, and that 
‘ inul.atioji might beget an industrious diligence to bo so; but I know 
‘.t i:’, not attainable by common cajiacities. And there be now many 
-•mu! of great wisdom, luaniJiig, ainl cxjieiionce, wliich love and practise 
tills art, that know 1 speak the truth. 
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Sir, tliis pleasant curiosity of fisli and fishing, of which lyou arc so 
great a master, has been thought worthy the pens and practices of 
divers in other nations, that have been reputed men of great learning 
and wisdom. And amongst those of this nation, I remember Sir 
Henry Wotton (a dear lover of this art) has told mo that his intentions 
were to write a discourse of the art, and in praise of angling; and 
doub^ess he had done so if death had not prevented him, the 
remembrance of which hath often made me sorry ; for if he had lived 
to do it, then the unlearned angler had seen some better treatise of 
this art, a treatise that might have proved wortliy liis perusal, wliich, 
though some have undertaken, I could never yet sec in English. 


But mine may bo thought as weak and as unworthy of common 
view; and I do here freely confess, that I should rather excuse mj'self 
than censure others, my own Discourse being liable to so many (ex- 
ceptions; against vvliich 3"ou, sir, might make this one, that it (jaii 
<i!llrtl»ii^^othiiu^^^oi^^^ knowlotlge. And lest a longer episth^ may 
diminish your*^asurc, I shall make this no longer tlian to add this 
following truth, that I am really, 


Sir, 


Yuur most airectiomito friend, 

And most humbkj servant, 


iZAAIv WAJ/ruN. 



TO THE EBADEB OF THIS DISCO HESE, 


BUT ESPECIALLY 

TO THE HONEST ANGLER. 


T THINK fit to tell thee tlj^eso following truths, that I did neither 
iindei’take, nor write, nor publish, and much iess own, this Discourse 
to please myself; and, having been too easily drawn to 
please others, as I propose not the gaining under- 

taking, so I would not willingly lose any part of tliat to which I had 
a just title before I begun it, and do therefore desire and hope, if I 
deserve not coiiimendations, yet I may obtain pardon. 

And though this Discourse may be liable to some exceptions, yet I 
cannot doubt but that most readers may receive so much pleasure or 
pi’ofit by it, as may make it worthy the time of their perusal, if they 
be not too grave or too busy meu. And this is all the confidence that 
1 can put on, concerning the merit of what is hero offered to their 
consideration and censui’e ; and if the hist prove too severe, as I have a 
liberty, so 1 am resolvetl to use it, and neglect all sour censures. 

And T wish the reader also to take notice, that*in writing of it I 
have made myself a recreation of a recreation; and that it might prove 
so to him, and not read dull and tediously, I have in several places 
jiiixc«l, not any scurrility, but sonic innocent, harmless uiirth, of 
wi)ich, if thou be a severe, sour-complexioned man, then I liere dis- 
.illow thi'c to be a competent judge; for divines say, there are offences 
f/IrcH, ami offences nof tfiven hnt taken, 

And 1 am the willinger to justify the jd^assMit it# because 

UHUigh it is kiiow?i 1 can bo serious at seasonable times, yet the whole 
Discouivij is, or rather was, a picture of my own disposition, especially 
in such <lays and times as I have laid aside business, and gone a 
li.'hing with honest Nat. and R. Roe;^ but they are gone, and with 


^ Tlic.'.e ]»crsorjs are supposed to have heeii related to Walton, from this 
ciivniijstaiK-o, that hi a cop;., handed down, of his “ Lives of • Douue, Sir 
H. Wntton, Honker, aiul Herhcrt,” there is written by the Author on the 
Iruutispicce, “■ for my cousin Roc.” — H, 
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them moat of my pleasant hours, even as a shadow that p^ sseth away 
and retuins not. 

And next let me add this, that ho that likes not the book should 
like the excellent picture of the trout, and some of tlic other fisli; 
which I may take a liberty to commend, because they concei-n not 
myself. 

Next let mo tell the reader, that in that which is the more useful 
part of this Discourse, tliat is to say, the observations of the nature 
and breeding, and seasons, and catcldng of fish, I am not so simple as 
not toiknow that a captious reader may find excei)tions against some- 
thing said of some of these ; and tlierefore I -must entreat him to 
consider, that experience teaches us to know that several countries 
alter the time, and I tliink almost tlie manner, of fishes’ breeding, but 
doubtless of their being in season ; as may appear liy three rivers in 
Monmouthshire, namely, Severn, Wye, and Usk, where (yainden (Brit. 
Fislies, 0)13) observes, that in tlie river Wye, salmon arc in season from 
Seiitember to April; and wc are certain that in Thames and Trent, and 
in most other rivers, they be in season the six hotter niontlis. 

Now for the art of catching fsh, that is to say, how to make a niaii- — 
that was none — to be an angler by a book; he that undertakes it, shall 
undertake a harder task than Mr. Hales, a most valiant and excellent 
io«oM»ft^Avho, in a printed book called A Private School of DefeJice,” 
undertook,,',,'. ..hat art or seieiujc, and was laughed at for his 
labour- not but that manj^ useful things might be h\'i?'nt bj’ that 
book, but he was laughed at bociauso that ai't was not to be taught hy 
w’ords, but jmictice ; and so must angling. Ainl note also, that in this 
Discourse I do not undertake to say all tliat is known, nr may h(j said 
of it, but I undertake to acipiaint the reader with many Mnngs that 
are not usually kuowii to every angler; and I shall leave gleanings and 
observations, enough, to bo made out of the experiem e of all that love 
and practise tliis recreation, to which I shall encourage tliem. Poj‘ 
angling may be said to be so like the mathematics, that it can i* 
be fully learnt; at least not .so fully, but that lliiav will still l»e more 
new cx])eriinonts left for tlie triiil of other nn n that succccil ns. 

But J think all that love this game may here learn snmcf.Iiiiig (hat 
may bo worth their money, if they he nut ponr aji<l neialy men ; ami 
in case they be, I then wish them to forlu-ar t«» buy it. for ( writf m»r 
to got iinincy, but fuj- jdcasure, and tln.s Discoui’so l^oa^-t.-^ ( f no more ; 
for I liato to promise mii(di, nn<l deceive tlie i*eadcr. 

And liowevor it proves liim, yet I am sure 1 liave fonml a higli 
content in the search and conference of what i.s here i^tleied (.<. ihe 
rc.ider’s view and censure: I wish him as nmcliin the [»«‘nisai e! it, and 
so I might here take my leave: bet will stay a little and tell bim, that 
wherea.s it is said by many that in tly-iishiiig for a front (he angler 
must observe his twelve several ffu's for the twelve, mombs nf rim 
year: I say, be tliat follows that rule shall hv. as sure to cat«.;ii fi.-!.. and 
be as wise, as be that makes hay l>y the fair daY> in an aimanae, and 
no surer; for those very flic.s that use to ap^uar mI-omt an,] (>»> tlie 
water in one month of the year, may the follow inn year . veiie ; a 

month sooner or later, as the same rear proves cuhlej- or Ic-rUi-; aiid 
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• 

yet, in tie following Discourse, I have set down the twelve flies that 
are in reputation with many anglers, and they may serve to give him 
some observations concerning them. And he may note, that there are 
in Wales and other countries, peculiar flies, proper to the particular 
place or country ; and doubtless, unless a man makes a fly to counter- 
feit that very fly in that place, he is like to lose his labour, or much of 
it ; but for the generality, three or four flics, neat and rightly made, 
and not too big, serve for a trout in most rivers all the summer. And 
for winter fly-fishing — ^it is as useful as an almanac out of ^te t And 
of these, because as no man is boni an artist, so no man is born an 
angler, I thought fit to give thee this notice. 

When I have told tho reader, that in this fifth impression there are 
many enlargements, gathered both by my own observation and the 
communication with friends, I shall stay him no longer than to wish 
him a rainy evening to read this following Discourse; and that, if he 
be an honest angler, the east wind may never blow when Ifo goes a 
fishing. 

L W. 



For 1)«)^ C. Bewinount. 

pray Accept this pore presant, by the as meane 
baud that brings it from 

Y^ affec. servant, 

Izaak Walton.* 

* Some little inscription similar to the foregoing, generally accompanied 
those copies of Walton’s works which he gave to his friends ; and when 
they have occurred at sales, they have produced several guineas above the 
laluo of the work# itself. He also wrote his name in most of his own 
rt ading books, and Sir 11, Nicolas Las enumerated about twenty thus 
enriched, now preserved in the Cathedral Library, Salisbury. 
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TO MY DEAR BROTHER IZ.VAK WALTON, 

UPON HIS 

^‘COMPLETE ANGLEP;’ 


Erasmits in his learned Colloquies 
Has mixt some toys, that by varieties 
He might entice all readers : for in him 
Each ciiild may wade, or tallest giant swim. 

And such is this Discourse : there’s ncme so hnv 
Or highly leanfd, to whom Iicmk^o may not llow^ 
Pleasure and information ; both w hich arc 
Taught us with so much art, tliat J might swear. 
Safely, the clioioest critic cannot tell 
Whether your matchless judgmeut most cxccll 
In angling or its praise : w’here commendation 
First chai’ins, then makes an art a recreation. 

’Twas so to me: who saw' the cheerful spring 
Pictur’d in every meadow, hennl birds .^ing 
Sonnets in every grove, saw lislics ])lay 
In the cool crystal s[>rings, like lambs in May ; 
And they may play, till anglers read this ]>v)ok : 
Hut after, 'tis a W'isc fish ’scapes a hook. 

do. Fi.ocil .M.A. 
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TO THE 

HEADER OF THE “COMPLETE ANGLER.’* 


First mark tlie title well : my friend tluit gave it 
Has made it good ; this book deserves to have it. 
For he that views it with judicious looks, 

Sliall find -it full of art, baits, lines, and hooks. 

(The world the river is ; both you and I, 

And all mankind, are either fish or fry.) 

If we pretend to reason, first or last 
His baits will tempt us, and his hooks hold fast. 
Ideasure or profit, either prose or rlm ne. ^ 

If not at first, will doubtless take 
Hero sits, in secret, blest theology, 

Waited upon by grave philosophy 
Both natural and moral ; liistory. 

Deck’d and adorn’d with flowers of poetry. 

The matter and expression striving which 
Shall most excell in worth, yet seem not rich. 
There is no danger in his baits ; that hook 
Will prove the safest that is surest took. 

or are we cauyht alone, — but, which is best. 
We shall be wholesome, and be toothsoipe, drest 
Drest to be fed, not to be fed upon : 

And danger of a surfeit hero is none. 

The solid food of serious conteinplatiou 
Is sauc’d, here, with such harmless recreation, ,• 
That an ingenuous .-md religious mind 
Cannot inquire, for more than it may find 
Ready at once prepared, either t’ excite 
Or satisfy a curious appetite. 

More praise is tine : for ’tis both positive 
And trutii — which, once, was interrogative, 

A ml utter’d by the poet, then, in jest — 

E( jiismturcni yiscis amare potest. 

" Cii, Hauvje, M.A.* 


Suj.pusttl l.c Ciiristopher Harvic, fur whom see Woo<rs 
diL-r. 

D 2 
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TO MY DEAE FEIEND ME. IZAAK WALTON ; 

IN 

PRAISE OF ANGLING ; WHICH WE BOTH LOVE. 


Down by this smooth stream's wand'ring side, 

Adorn’d and perfum’d with the pride 
Of Flora’s wardrobe^ where the shrill 
Aerial choir express their skill — 

First, in alternate melody ; 

And, then, in chorus all agree — 

Whilst the charm'd fish, as extasy’d 
With sounds, to his own throat deny’d, 

Scorns his dull element, and springs 
I* th^r, as if his fins were wings. 

xiThere that pleasures sweet and high 
Prostrate to our embraces lie : 

Such as to body, soul or fame, 

Create no sickness, sin or shame : 

Hoses, not fenc'd with pricks, grow here ; 

No sting to th* honey-bag is near : 

But, what’s perhaps their prejudice, 

They difficulty want and price. 

An obvious rod, a twist of hair. 

With hook hid in an insect, — are 
Engines of sport would fit the wish 
O’ th' epioure, and fill his dish. 

In this clear stream, let fall a grub ; 

And, straight, take up a dace or chub, 
r th' mud, your worm provokes a siiig ; * 

Which being fast, if it prove big. 

The Gotham folly* will be found 
Discreet, ere ta'en she must be drown'd. 

The tench, physician of the brook. 

In yon dead hole expects your hook ; 

^ A small eel. 

* An allusion to a fanciful story of the “ wise men of Gotham,” told in 
a popular chap-book of the time. They cast a quantity of red herrings, 
sprats, and small fish into a pond, in the expectation that they would con- 
siderahly multiply by the following Lent. When the time came, finding 
only a large eel, they took it for’ granted he had devoured all the fish, and 
therefore threw him into another pond to drown him. — Ed. 
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Which having first your pastime been. 
Serves then for meat or medicine. ^ 
Ambush’d behind that root doth stay 
A pike ; to catch — and bo a prey. 

The treacherous quill in this slow stream 
Betrays the hunger of a bream. 

And that nimble ford, no doubt. 

Your false fly cheats a speckled trout. 

When you these creatures wisely choose 
To practise on, which to your use 
Owe their creation, — and when 
Fish from yo\ir arts do rescue men, — 

To plot, delude, and circumvent. 

Ensnare and spoil, is innocent. 

Hero by these crystal streams you may 
Preserve a conscience clear as they ; 

And when by sullen thoughts you find 
Your harassed, not busied, mind 
In sable melancholy clad. 

Distemper’d, ser’.ous, turning sad ; 

Hence fetch your cure, cast in your bait. 

All anxious thoughts and cares wilLstraiirht 
Fly with such speed, they’ll seem to t>0 
Possest with the hydrophobie. 

The water’s calmness in your breast. 

And smoothness on your brow shall rest. 

Away with sports of charge and noise, 
And give me cheap and silent joys. 

Such as Actseon’s game pursue. 

Their fate oft makes the tale seem tine. 

The sick or sullen hawk, to-day. 

Flies not ; to-morrow quite away. 

Patience and purse to cards and dice 
Too oft are made a saciifice : 

The daughter’s dower, th' inheritance 
O’ th’ son, depend on one mad chance. 

The harms and mischiefs which th’ abuse 
Of wine doth every day produce. 

Make good the doctrine of the Turks, 

That in each grape a devil lurks. 

And by yon fading sapless tree, 

’Bout which the ivy twin’d you see. 


^ The following foujp lines were here added to the second edition, but are 
emitted in all the others : — 

And there the cunning carp you may 
Beguile with paste ; if you’ll but stay, 

And watch in time, you’ll have your wish. 

For paste and patience catch this fish.” 
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His fate’s foretold, who fondly places 
His bliss in woman’s soft embraces. 

All pleasures but the angler^s bring 
I’ th’ tail repentance like a sting. 

Then on these bonks let me sit down. 

Free from the toilsome sword and gown ; 

And pity those that do affect 
To conquer nations and protect. 

My reed affords such true content. 

Delights so sweet and innocent, . 

As seldom fall unto the lot 
Of scepters, though they’re justly gut. 

1649. Tho, Weaver, M.A.‘ 


TO THE EEADEKS 

OF 

EY MOST INGENIOUS FRIEND’S BOOK, “THE COMPLETE 
ANGLER.” 


He that both knew and writ the Lives of men, 
Such as were once, but must not be again ; 
Witness Ills matchless Donne and Wotton, by 
Whose aid he could their speculations try : 

He that conversed with angels, such as were 
Oiildsworth* and Featly,'* each a shining star 
Showing tho way to Bethleiu ; each a saint, 
CoinpaFd to whom our zealots, now, but paint. 
He that our pious and learn’d Morlcy* knew, 

And from him suck’d W'it and devotion too. 
lie that from these such cxcellencieH fetch’d, 

That he could toll how high and far tliey roaiJi'd ; 
AYhat learning this, what gnices th’ other had ; 
And in what soveiul dress eacli soul was clad. 


* Tho Soli «)f Tlioinas W caver, of "W orcester. JSec lY i m » d’s “ A thoji 
O.xoii.” vol. iii. p. 623. 

•Dr. Richard Hold.sworth. See an acctnnil of hiiu in IVi'i-d* 
“Fasti Oxon.” and in Wai*d’.s “Lives of the (xrcsliain ’ 

* Dr. Daniel Fcatley, for whom see ^Vood’s *; Atlicii. Ovui.” 

* Dr. George Morley, Bishoxi of Winchester. 
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l^eader, this he, this fisherman, comes forth. 

And in these fisher^s weeds would shroud his worth. 

Now his mute harp is on a willow hung. 

With which when finely touch’d, and fitly strung, 

Ho could friends* passions for these times allay. 

Or chain his fellow anglers from their prey. 

But now the music of his pen is still, 

And he sits by a brook watching a quill : 

Where with a fixt eye, and a re^y hand. 

He studies firat to hook, and then to laud 
Some trout, or pearch, or pike ; and having done, 

Sits on a bank, and tells how this was won, — 

And that escap’d his hook, which with a wile 
Hid eat the bait, and fisherman beguile. 

Thus whila% some vex they from their lands arc throvvuf 
He joys to think the waters are his own ; 

And like the Dutch, he gladly can agreo 
To live at peace now, and have fishing free. 

Ajml 3, 1650. Edw. Powel, M.A. 


TO MV DEAR BROTHER MR. IZAAK WALTON 

ON ITIS 

• COM rLKTK ANGLER. ” 


This book is so liko you, and you like it. 

For hai*mless mirtli, expression, art and wit. 

That 1 protest, ingenuously ’tis true, 

I Jove this mirth, aii;, wit, the book and you. 

Rod. Floud, C. 


CLA R ISSIMO AM ICISSI MOQUE 

FRATKI, D0:VIIN0 ISAACX) WALTON 

Aurrs riSCATORI.IS rEBIXISSLMO. 

Uniccs cst xucdicus reliquorum piscis, ct istis. 
Fas qiiibus o‘>:t mcdicum tangcrc, certa salus 
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Hie typuB eat salvatoris mirondus Jesu, 

Litera ^ mysterium qiisclibet hujiis habet. 

Hunc cupio, hunc cupias, bone frater anindinis, lx<3hv ; 

Solvent hie pro me debita, teque Deo.* 

Fiscis is est, et piscator, mihi credito, qualem 
Vel piscatorem piscis amare velit. 

Henry Batlet^ A.M. 


AD YIRUM OFTIMUH ET PISCATOREM FERITISSIMUM, 

ISAACT7M WALTONUM. 


Maoistbr artis docte piscatorial, 

Waltone, salve i mogne dux arundinis, 
^f»i ig l i^-:?^^ucta valle solus ambulas, 
^riote'rfluentes interim observans aquas, 

Seu fortd purl stans in anmis mai^ne, 

Sive in tenaci gramme et rip& sedens, 

Fallis peritft squameum pecus manu ; 

O te beatum ! qui procul negotiis, 

Forique ct urbiu pulvcrc et strepitu carens, 
Extraque turbam, ad lend manantes aquas 
VagOB honestA fraude pisces decipis. 

Dum castcra ergo pccnc gens mortalium 
Aut retia invicem sibi et teclmas struunt, 
Donis/ ut hamo, aut divites captant senes, 
Gregi natantiim tu interim nectis dolos. 
Yoraccm ineacas advenam hamo lucium, 
Avidamvc percam parvulo alberno capis, 
Aut verme ruffo, muscula aut truttani Icvi, 
Cautumve cyprimim, et fere iudocilem capi 
Calamoque linoquc, ars ut huiic siiperat tua, 
Medicumvc tiueam, gobium aut escii trains, 
Oratum polato gobium, parvum licet. 


1 ’IX0T'2, PiscU. 

I ’IiycroCy, Jems, 

X Xpiarbr, Christus, 

O @coD, iJei. 

T FUius. 

2 iSaluai-or. 

• Matt. xvii. 27, the last words of the chapter. 
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Prscdamve, non scqiie salubrem barbulum, 

Etsi ampliorom, ct mystace insignem^gravL 
Hs 0 sunt tibi artes, dum annus et tempus sinunt, 

Kt nulla transit absque lined dies. 

Nec sola praxis, sed theoria et tibi 
Nota artis hujus; undo tu simul bonus 
Piscator, idem et scriptor; et calami potens 
Utriusque necdum et ictus, et tamen sapis. 

Ut liomiotain nempe tironem instruas ! 

Stylo elegant! scribis en Halieutica 
Oppianus alter artis et methodum tuss, et 
Prmcepta promis rite piscatoria, 

Varias et escas piscium, indolem et genus. 

Nec tradere artem sat putas piscariam, 

(Virtutis est base et tamen qundam seWa 
Patientiamque et temperantiam dooet^) 

Documenta quin majora das, et regulas 

Sublimioris artist ct perennia 

Monimenta morem, vitm et exempla optima, — 

Dum tu profundqm scribis Hookerum ; et pium 
Donnum ac disertum ; sanctum et Herbertum, sacrum 
Vatem ; boa Tidemus nam penicillo tup 
Orapbied, et peritd, Isace, depictos 
Post fata factos bosce per te Yirbios.^ 

O qum voluptos est legere in scriptis tuis ! 

Sic tu libris nos, lineis pieces capis, 

31usisque litterisque dum incumbis, licet 
Intentus homo, iuterque piscandum studes.* 


AD ISAACUM WALTONUM, 

YIBUH ET FISCATORKH OPTIMUM. 


Isa ACE, Macto lidc arte piscatorid ; 

Hdc arte Petrus principi censum dedit ; * 

Hue arte princeps nec Petro multo prior, 

Tranqiiillus ille, teste Tranquillo,^ pater 

^ ViHBius BIS viii, is an epithet applied to Hippolytus, be- 
v‘ausc he wjis by Diana restored to life after his death. Vikle OTidii 
.Mot. lib. XV. V. 530, et seq. ; Hoffmauni "Lexicon Universalej’* 
art. V'irbiu.**. — }l. 

“ Those versos arc written by Dr. James Duport. 

^ i\c, Suetonius Tranqiiillus. 
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PatrisD, Bolebat recreare se lubena 
Augustus, hamo instructus ac arundine. 

Tu nunc, amice, proximum clari es decus 
Post Cassorem hami, gentis ac Halieuticsc ; 

Euge 0 professor artis baud inglorim. 

Doctor cathedra;, perlegens piscariam ! 

Na; tu magister, et ego discipulus tuus, 

Nam candidatum et me ferunt arundinis, 

Sociutn h&c in arte nobilem nacti sumus. 

Quid amplius, Waltone, nam dici potest ? 

Ipse haiiiiota Dominus en orbis fuit ! 

Jaco. Dup. D.D.* 


* James Dupoi*t, 8.T.F., Master of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
in 1608, and Dean of Peterborough, July, 1664. lie wrote the 
above commendatoi^ verses, as well as those on the preceding page, 
and, as w-e are informed by Walton, in his “Life of Herbert,” 
collected and published HcrL)ert*s }H)cms. Several other of these 
poems are contained in Walton’s Life of Herbert,” and all of them 
are printed in liis “MiisasSubsecivm” (small 8vo. Cambridge, 1676). 
But P''' w’ork by which he is );est known is his “ Homeri Hnomo- 
logia” (slu..” . Cttuli. 1660); which, acconling to Gibbon, “that 

tasteless pedant, the Ab1)4 de Longuerve, said was su])crior to 
Homer himself.” Dean Duport was son of John Dupoiri, whom 
we arc told by Fuller (“Church Hist.” lib. x.) assisted in the 
translation of King James’s Bible. — En. 




THE COMPLETE ANGLEE. 

PABT THE riBST. 


FIRST DAY. 

CHAPTER I. 

A CONFEBENCR BETWIXT AW ANGLER, A HUNTER, AND A FALCONER ; 
EACH COMMENDING IlIS RECREATION. 


PISCATOR, VENATOR, AUCEm 
JPucator. 

017 are well overtaken, gentlemen, a 
good morning to you both; I have 
stretched my Tegs up Tottenham Hill 
to overtake you, hoping your business 
may occasion you towards Ware, 
whither 1 am going this fine fresh 
May morning.' 

Venator. Sir, I for my part shall 
almost answer your hopes; for my 
purpose is to drink my morning’s draught at the Thatch’d 

^ Walton open.? his scene with a May morning. The old Cromwellian 
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[part 1. 

• ^ 

House in Hodsden,^ and I think not to rest till l come 
thither, where I have appointed a friend or two to meet 
me : but for this gentleman that you see with me, I know 
not how far he intends his journey ; he came so lately into 
my company, that I have scarcely had time to ask him the 
question. 

JjucMs, Sir, I shall by your favour bear you company as 
fiur as TJieobald’s,’ and there leave you ; for then I turn up 
to a friend’s house, who mews a hawk ^ for me, which I now 
long to see. 

trooper, Eicbard Franks^ begms bis * Contemplative Angler* in the month 
of April, ^hen he says, “ every hough looked big with blessings, and the 
florid fields and fragrant meadows, adorned wilh green, send forth their 
sweet and radiant perfumes to refresh the universe. The early lark, 
earlier than the sun, salutes the air, whilst blushing Phoebus paints and 
gilds the azure globe. The birds begin to build tbeir nests, and every 
bird to choose its mate ; whilst the groves aufl delightful springes celebrate 
the fragrant month.** It is curious, and perhaps interesting, to contrast the 
different descriptions of country scenery, as found in the writings of two per- 
sons of such opposite politics, as Izaak Walton and Bicliard Franks. — K j>. 

1 The Thatched House at Hoddesdoii is stated by tlie Hev. Moses 
Browne to be seventeen miles from London on the Woi’C road. It is now 
quite unknown, hut it is supposed that a thatched cothigc, once distin- 
guished by the sign of the Buifiilo’s Head, standing at tlic fuvtiicr side 
of Hoddesdon, on the left of the road in going towards Ware, was the actual 
building. — Major. (See view of it^ page 63.) 

* Theobalds, in the county of Heitford, about twelve miles from London 
(in the parish of Cheshunt); built by Cecil, Lord Burleigli, who itften 
entertained Q^een ElizabcUi here. It wna much improved by Ids son, 
Robert, Karl of Salisbury, who ceded itto King James the First in exchange 
for Hatfield. The park has lieen converted into farms. Tlte small remains 
of Theobalds were demolished in 1765 by Mr. Prescr>tt, who lt;ascd out the 
site of it to a builder, and erected a house for Jiiiiiself, aixait a mile to the 
south of it,^ which is now the seiit of Sir G. W. Prescott, Bart. Its anrieiit 
magnificence is described by the early topographers in glowing terms, 
especially by Norden and Chauncy. And since by Lysoiis and Clutterbuck. 
(See a view of Theobalds, after an engraving published in the 
Monumenta^ at page 62.) 

3 Mews a hawk, from the French word mne : the care taken of a h.awk 
during the moulting season, from alunt the first of March till August; 
hence the places where hawks were trained and k(?pt were called Mews. 
The Kinffs MewR at Charing Cross, an area of about ■four acres, existed 
for two centuries (Edw. III. to Hen. YIII.) as a receptacle for hawks, 
but after 1537 was used as stables, and so gave a new acceptation to tbc 
term. The Kin^^s-mews was demolished in 1830 to make way for the 
improvements; and Trafalgar-square, the National Galler>% Ac. n(»w 
occupy its site. 
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Ven. Sir, we are all so happy as to have a fine, fresh, cool 
morning, and I hope we shall each be the happier in the 
other’s company. And, gentlemen, that I may not lose 
yours, I shall either abate or amend my pace to enjoy it ; 
knowing that, as the Italians say, good company in a journey 
makes the way to seem the shorter. 

Auc, It may do so, sir, with the help of good discourse, 
which, methinks, we may promise from you, that b9th look 
and speak so cheerfully : and for my part I promise you, as 
an invitation to it, that I will be as free and open-hearted, 
as discretion will allow me to be with strangers. 

Ven. And, sir, I promise the like. 

Fisc. I am right glad to hear your answer ; and, "in con- 
fidence you speak the truth, I shall put on a boldness to 
ask you, sir, whether business or pleasure caused you to be 
so early up, and walk so fast ; for this other gentleman hath 
declared he is going to see a hawk, that a friend mews 
for him. 

Ven. Sir, mine is a mixture of both, a little business and 
more pleasure ; for I intend this day to do all my business, 
and then bestow another day or two in hunting the otter/ 


' Ifuiifhif/ the Offer. -“Otter-hunting is now almost obsolete, and has 
disappeared from the Lea, and nearly all the rivers of the Metropolitan 
counties. Tlic huntsmen assembled on each side of the river where an 
otter was supposed to harbour, beating up the hollow banks, reed-beds, 
and sedges, with houiuls trained solely for that purpose ; and, if the game 
were at hand, its *sealf' or the impression produced by the round ball 
under the soles of its feet, was soon discovered in the mud. Every hunter 
was armed with a spear, to assist the dogs, and attack the animal when it 
eamo to the surface of the water to breathe or vent ; but if the otter were 
not found by tlie river-f^^ide, it was traced by its seal, the fragments of its 
prey, and the ^Kprainfs* or soil, to the place where it had gone to couch. 
The otter, w’hen wounded, bites violently, and makes towards land ; 
although the male-otter never utters a cry the pregnant females give 
a yery shrill scream. When the otter fastens upon the dogs in the water, 
it dives wdth them, carries them far below the surface, and will seldom 
quit its hold but Avith life. The hunting of an otter will last three or four 
hours, and the most successful time for the pursuit is in snow and hard 
frost. Otter dogs are a breed between the harrier and the terrier, and are 
of great strength and activity.** — ^Major. 

Ephemera says, “ This amphibious animal is destructive to small river 
fish ; but, strange as it may appear, proves the conservator of salmon, by 
destroying trout, its worst enemy. The otter, iu open water, can seldom 
catch the salmon, Avhich is too fleet for him, but can run down trout and 
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which a Mend that I go to meet, tells me, is much pl( 
thon^ any other chase whatsoever ; howsoever 1 mean to 
tiy it ; for to-morrow morning we shall meet a pack of 
otter-dogs of noble Mr. Sadler’s,^ upon Amwell-hill, who will 
be there so early, that they intend to prevent the sun-rising. 

Fisc. Sir, my fortune has answered my desires, and my 
purpose is to bestow a day or two in helping to destroy some 
of tuose villainous vermin, for I hate them perfectly, because 
they love fish so well, or rather, because they destroy so 
much ; indeed so much, that in my judgment, all men that 
keep otter-dogs, ought to have pensions from the King to 
encourage them to destroy the breed of these base otters, 
they do so much mischief. 

Ven. But what say you to the foxes of the nation, would 
not you as willingly have them destroyed ? for doubtless 
they do as much mischief as otters do. 

Fisc. Oh sir, if they do, it is not so much to me and niy 
fraternity, aa those base vermin the otters do. 

Auc. Why, sir, I pray, of what fraternity are you, that 
you are so angry with the poor otters ? 

Fisc. 1 am, sir, a brother of the angle, and therefore an 
enemy to the otter : for you are to note, that we anglers 
all love one another, and therefore do I liato the otter botli 
for iny own and for their sakes who are of my brotherhood. 

Vcn. And 1 am a lover of hounds ; I have followed many 
a p£!k of dogs many a mile, and heard many merry huntsmen 
make sport and, scoff at anglers. 

And I profess myself a falconer, and have) lieai-d 
many grave, serious men pity them, it is such a lieavy, con- 
temptible, dull recreation. 


kills them in large numbers. When salmon arc in the act of .si)a.wiiin.L% 
they are surrounded by trout, hungering after the ova, whicli they Wnuhl 
devour were they not beaten oft’ by one or other of iho hrcctling .saliiMui : 
and they, moreover, feed voraciously on salmon-fry. Ottcr-liuuting is no^v 
principally confined to the midland,, western, and iiurtherii ('oaiiti('>, anil 
to the lowlands of Scothind. The otter packs of the Earl of A!>cJ'<Iccu 
and the Marquis of Worcester arc very wlebrated.'* 

^ Mr. Ralph Sadler was the gniiulson of Sir K.-iliih Sadh'i-, so eonspicnoto. 
ill the reigns of Henry the Eighth and Queen Elizahc.tli. ‘*iTe dt‘li;.'ht* d 
much in hawking and hunting, and the ]ile:isures of a couniry life ; 
famous fur his noble tabic, his great hos|)itality, ami hi.s abundant eharlty 
to the poor.’’ — H. 
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Pise. You know, gentlemen, it is an easy thing to scoff 
at any art or recreation ; a little wit, mixed with ill-nature, 
confidence, and malice, will do it ; but though they often 
venture boldly, yet they are often caught, even in their own 
trap, according to that of Lucian, the father of the family 
of scoffers: — 

Lucian, well skill’d in scoffing, this hath writ, 

Friend, that’s your folly, which you think your wit : • 

This you vent oft, void l^th of wit and fcai*. 

Meaning another, when yourself you jeer. 

If to this you add what Solomon says of scoffers, that 
they arc an abomination to mankind, let him that tl^nks fit 
scoff on, and be a scoffer still ; but 1 account them enemies 
to me and all that love virtue and angling. 

And for you that have heard many grave, serious, men 
pity anglers ; let me tell you, sir, there bo many men that 
are by others taken to be serious and grave men, whom we 
contemn and pity. Men that are taken to be grave, because 
nature hath made them of a sour conmlexion ; money-getting 
iiicu, men that spend all their time, first in getting, and next, 
in anxious care to keep it ; men that are condemned to be 
rich, and then always busy or discontented : for these poor 
rich men, we anglers pity them perfectly, and stand in no 
need to borrow their thoughts to think ourselves so happy. 
No, no, sir, we cmjoy a contentedness above the reach of such 
dispositions, and as tiio learned and ingenuous Montaigne * 
says like himself, freely, “ when my cat and I entertain each 
other with mutual apish tricks, as playing with a garter, who 
knows hut that I make my cat more sport than she makes 
me ? yiiall 1 conclude her to be simple, that has her time 
to begin or refuse to play as freely as I myself have ? Nay, 
who knows but that it is a defect of my not understanding 
Ikm* language (for doubtless cats talk and reason with one 
anotlier) that wo agree no better : and who knows but that 
she jnties me for being no wiser, than to play with her, and 
laughs and censures my folly, for making sport for her, when 
we two play together? ** 

' Til Aloutaigne's ^^Affoloiry for Baimoiide (Ic Seboude.” The quotation is • 

vi i-v iVoo, piini]»lirasc of the original French, and not much like Plorio’s 
translation, which Walton is supposed to have used. — Am. erf. 
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Thus freely speaks Montaigne concerning cats, ahd I hope 
I may take as mat a liberty to blame any man, and laugh 
at him too, let him be nevei so grave that hath not heard 



nr 

Montaigne aud his cat. 


what anglers can say in the justification of their art and 
recreation ; which I may again tell you, is so full of pleasure 
that we need not borrow their thoughts, to tliink ourselves 
happy. 

Fen. Sir, you have almost amazed me, for though I am no 
scoffer, yet I have, I pray let me speak it, without offence, 
always looked upon anglers, as more patient, and more 
simple men, th(^n 1 fear 1 shall find you to be. 

JPisc. Sir, I hope you will not judge my earnestness to 
be impatience ; and for my simplicity, if by that you mean 
a harmlcssness, or that simplicity which was usually found 
in the primitive Christians, who were, as most anglers are, 
quiet men, and followers of peace ; men that were so simply 
wise, as not to sell their consciences to buy riches, and with 
them vexation and a fear to die ; if you mean sucli simple 
men as lived in those times when there were fewer lawyers ; 
when men might have had a lordship safely conveyed to them 
in a piece of parchment no bigger than your hand, thougli 
several sheets will not do it safely in this wiser age ; 1 say, 
sir, if you take us anglers to be such simple men as 1 have 
spoken of, then myself and those of my profession will be 
glad to be so understood : but if by simplicity you meant to 
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express a general defect in those that profess and practise 
the excellent art of angling, I hope in time to disabuse you, 
and make the contrary appear so evidently, that if you 
will but have patience to near me, I shall remove all the 
anticipations that discourse, or time, or prejudice, have 
possessed you with against that laudable and ancient art; 
for I know it is worthy the knowledge and practice of a 
wise man. 

But, gentlemen, though I be able to do this, I am not so 
unmannerly as to en^oss all the discourse to myself; and, 
therefore, you two having declared yourselves, the one to be a 
lover of hawks, the other of hounds, 1 shall be most glad to 
hear wdiat you can say in the commendation of that Vecrea- 
tion which each of you love and practise ; and having heard 
what you can say, I shall be glad to exercise your atten- 
tion with what 1 can say concerning my own recreation and 
art of angling, and by this means, we shall make the way 
seem the shorter; and if you like my motion, I would 
have Mr. Falconer to begin. 

Akc. Your motion is consented to with all my heart, and 
to testify it, I will begin as you have desired me. 

And first, for the element that I used to trade in, which 
is the air, an clement of more W’ortli than w'cight, an element 
th.at doubtless exceeds both the earth and water ; for though 
I sometimes deal in both, yet the air is most properly mine, 
I and my hawks use tliat, and it yields us most recreation ; it 
stops not the high soaring of my noble, generous falcon ; in 
it she ascends to such an height, as the dull eyes of beasts 
and fish are not able to reach to ; their bodies are too gross 
for such higli elevations; in the air my troops of hawks 
soar up on liigh, and wdien they are lost in the sight of men, 
then they attend upon and converse witli the gods ; therefore 
1 think my eagle is so justly styled Jove’s servant in 
ordinary : and that very falcon, that I am now going to 
sec,' deserves no meaner a title, for she usually in her flight 
endangers herself, like the son of Daedalus, to have her 
wings scorclied by the Sun’s lieat, slie flies so near it, but 
her mettle makes her careless of danger ; for then she heeds 
nothing, hut makes her nimble pinions cut the fluid air, and 
so makes her highway over the steepest mountains and 
deepest rivers, and in her glorious career looks with contempt 

£ 
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upon those high steeples and magnificent palaces which we 
adore and wonder at ; from which height I can make her 
descend by a word from my mouth (which she both knows 
and obeys) to accept of meat from my hand, to own me for 
her master, to go home with me, and be willing the next 
day to afford me the like recreation. 

And more ; this element of air which I profess to trade 
in, the worth of it is such, and it is of such necessity, that 
no creature whatsoever — not only those numerous creatures 
that feed on the face of the earth, but those various creatures 
that have their dwelling within the waters, every creature 
that hath life in its nostrils, stands in need of my element. 
The waters cannot preserve the fish without air, witness the 
not breaking of ice in an extreme frost ; the reason is, for 
that if the inspiring and expiring organ of any animal be 
stopped, it suddenly yields to nature, and dies. Thus neces- 
sary is air, to the existence, both of fish and beasts, nay, 
even to man himself; that air, or breath of life, witli wliicli 
God at first inspired mankind, he, if lie wants, it, dies pre- 
sently, becomes a sad object to all that loved and beheld him, 
and in an instant turns to putrefaction. 

Nay more, tlic very birds of the air, those that be not 
hawks, are both so many and so useful and pleasant to man- 
kind, that I must not let them pass witliout some observat ions: 
they both fecjd and refresli him ; feed him with tlieir choicer 
bodies, and relVcsli him with their heavenly voices : * — T will 
jiot undertake to mention the several kinds of fowl by which 
this is doiK^ : — and his curious palate pleased by day, and 
which with tlieir very (‘xcrements aflbrd him a soft lodging 
at night. These 1 will pass by, but not thosi^ little nimble 
musicians of the air, tliat warble forth their curious ditties, 
with wliich nature hath furnished them to the shame 
of art. 

As first the lark, when she means to rejoico, lo cheer 


* T(> tlioso ])ariiciil.'irs may aililcd, that iho kings of Persia wciv wont 
to hawk after liutterHios with sfianxjws and stari's, or storlifigs, troiocfl ii»r 
the purpose. - IhirtLin “on Mehuieholy,” Id.ll, ji. from the ri'loli«'iis 
«»f Sir Anthony Shirley. And we are also told, that M. de Luynos pit'ter- 
words Priiiic Alinistcr of France), in the nonage of Louis XIII., gained nmeU 
fame hy making hawks catcli little biids, and hy making some i<t' those 
little birds again catch butterllies. — I/i/e of Loi'd Herbert of Clurbanf^ 
p. 134. 
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herself and those that hear her ; she then quits the earth, 
and sings as she ascends higher into the air, and having ended 
lier heavenly employment, grows then mute and sad, to think 
she must descend to the dull earth, which she would not 
touch but for necessity. 

How do the blackbird and thrassel with their melodious 
voices bid welcome to the cheerful Spring, and in their fixed 
months warble forth such ditties as no art or instrument can 
reach to ! 

Nay, the smaller birds also do the like in their particular 
seasons, as namely the leverock, the titlark, the little linnet, 
and the honest robin, that loves mankind both aliye and 
dead. 

But the niglitingale, another of my airy creatures, breathes 
such sweet loud music out of her liklc iiistruineiital throat, 
that it might make mankind to think miracles are not ceased. 
He that at midnight, when the very labourer sleeps securely, 
should hear, as I have very often, tlie clear airs, the sweet 
descants, the natural rising and falling, tlie doubling and 
redoubling of her voice, might well be lifted above earth, and 
say, liord, what music hast thou provided for the saints 
in heaven, wlien tliou affordest bad men such music on 
earth ! ‘ 

And this makes me the less to \vondcr at the many avia- 
ri(?s in Itidy, or at the great charge of Varro’s aviary," tho 
ruins of wliich are yet to be seen in Rome, ajid is still so 
tiimous there, that it is reckoned for one of* those notables 
u hich men of foreign nations either record, or lay up in their 
memories Avhen they return from travel. 


’ This lioautlful aii«l universjilly .’uliuiml passage on the iiij^htingale 
lias hofri imiuontly (|iuilud ; othui’s hy Sir Waltur Sii* 

llninpiiry Davy, and tht* cxcidlent nislm]) in his 'M^iXpusition of the 

rsalriis.” (Sto I’salm oiv.) Dr. Drake, in his “Litorary Hours,” siiys that 
this description of the niglitin^alc surpasses all that ))octs have written on 
tho sulyoct; ainl Iloadloy, in his “iWuties of Ancient English Poetry,” 
ii:is itiadc a similar remark. The following lines hy Drummond of Ilaw- 
ihorndcn wove prohahly well known to Walton. 

Sweet artless songster, thou my mind dost rmse 
To airs of sjih*. res, yes, and to angels’ lays.” — K d.' 

* An account of Varro’s pission for birds, and his extensive aviaries, 
will ho found in Hakewill’s Apology, p. 388 ; in Varro’s book Dc Be 
lib. iii., and vtirious Diographical Dictionaries. — 

E 2 
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This for the birds of pleasure, of which very much more 
might be said. My next shall be of birds of political use ; 
1 think ’tis not to be doubted that swallows have been 
taught to carry letters between two armies. But ’tis certain 
that when the Turks besieged Malta or Shodes, 1 now 
remember' not which it was, pigeons are then related to carry 
and recarry letters; and Mr &. Sandys,^ in bis “ Travels/' 
relates it to be done betwixt Aleppo and Babylon, But if 
that be disbelieved, it is not to be doubted that the dove 
was sent out of the ark by Noah, to give him notice of land, 
when to him all appeared to be sea, and the dove proved a 
faithful and comfortable messenger. And for tlie sacrifices 
of the* law, a pair of turtle-doves, or young pigeons, were as 
well accepted ns costly bulls and rams. And when God 
would feed the prophet Elijah, 1 JStnys xvii. 46, after a kind 
of miraculous manner, he did it by ravens, who brought him 
meat morning and evening. Lastly, the Holy Ghost, when 
he descended visibly upon our Saviour, did it by assuming 
the shape of a dove." And, to conclude this part of my dis- 
course, pray remember these wonders were done by birds of 
the air, the element in which they, and I, take so much 
pleasure. 

There is also a little contemptible winged creature, an 
inhabitant of my aerial clement, namely, the. laborious bee, 
of whose prudence, policy, and regular government of their 
own commonwealth 1 might say much, as also of their 

* Mr. George Sandys, a yery pious, learned, and acconiplislied gentleman, 
was the youngest sou of Dr. Edwin ^ndys, Arclihisliop of York. He j)u1)- 
llshed his “IVavels U> the Holy Land, Kgyi)t,” in folio, (fmpieiitly 
reprinted), and injide an excellent Fanipljrase on the Psalms, (’aiiticle.'!, 
and Ecclesiastes, inverse; and also tumslatod Ovid's “Metainor])hosis,'* 
Grotiua’s “Tragedy of Clirist’s Passion,” 12in(>. 1640, Ac. He died in 
1642. -H. 

* W’alton here mistakes the senfw; of two p.issag('3 in Scripture, viz. 

Matt. iii. 16, and Luke iii. 22, in which the lxi])tism of our Lord is related. 
The meaning of both is, that tlie Holy Spirit deseonded as a <lovc uses to 
descend upon anything, hovering ami overslmdowdng it. Whitby on 

Luke iii. 22 ; Dr. Hanimoiul on the passage ; ami Bishop Taylor's “ Ducbir 
Dubitantiuiu,” ji. 264. — II. [Commentators are agreed tliat this passage 
means the manner of the Holy Spirit descending “like a dove, with a 
fluttering gentle motion,” and not in the sha{>c of a dove. Dr. Doddridge 
deHnes it to be “a lambmt flame falling fi'om heaven with a dove-like 
motion.” — Ed.] 
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several kinds, and how useful their honej and wax is both 
— ^ meat and medicines to mankind , ‘ 

but I will leave them to their sweet 
labour, without the least disturbance, 
believing them to be all very- 
busy at this very time amongst 
the herbs and flowers that we 
see nature puts forth this May 
morning. 

And now to return to my 
hawks, from whom I 
have made too Jong a 
digression ; you are to 
note, that they are 
usually distinguished 
into two kinds; namely, 
the long-winged, and 
the short- winged hawk: 
of the first kind, there 
be chiefly in use amongst us in this nation, 





The gerfalcon and jerkin. 

The falcon and tassel-gcntel. 

The lancr and laneret. 

The bockerel and bockeret. 

The sakcr and sacaret. 

The merlin and jack merlin, 

The hobby and jack ; 

There is the stcllctto of Spain, 

The blood-red rook from Turkey, 
The waskito from Virginia ; 

And there is of short-winged hawks, 


^ Walton no douLt h.nl in Tnin<l Uutlcr’ » curious b(Xik on Bees, of wbicli 
ihf* fi)ll{i\vin{; is the title : “The Feminine Moiiurchie, or the History of 
Boost ; showing their admirable nature and proj)erties, their .gencmtioii 
.Mild ndonios, their government, loyaltie, art, Industrie, enemies, warres, 
iiingnaiiijiiitee, Written out of cxtjcrimvut, by Charles Butler.** Loud. 
1023. Small 4 to. — Ki>. 
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The eagle and iron, 

The goshawk and tarccl, 

The sparhawk and musket, 

The French pye of two sorts ; 

These are reckoned hawks of note and worth, but we have 
also of an inferior rank, 

The stanyel, the ringtail. 

The raven, the buzzard, 

The forked kite, the bald buzzard, 

The hen-driver, and others that I forbear to 
name.^ 

Gentlemen, if I should enlarge my discourse to the 
observations of the eires, the brancher, the ramish hawk, the 
haggard, and the two sorts of lentners, and then treat of their 
several ayries, their mewings, rare order of casting, and the* 
renovation of their fcjithcrs; their reclaiming, dieting, and 
then come to their rare stories of practice ; I say, if I should 
enter into these, and many other observations that I could 
make, it would be much, very much pleasure to me ; but lest 
I should break the rules of civility with you, by taking up 
more than the proportion of time allotted to me, I will 
here break off, and entreat you, Mr, Venator, to say what 
you are able in the commendation of hunting, to whicli 
you are so much affected; and if time Avill serve, I w'ill 
beg your favour • for a further enlargement of some ol' 
those several lieads of Avhich I liavc spoken. Hut no more 
at presept. 

Pen. Well, sir, and T will now take my turn, and will first 
bpffin with a commendation ot' tho earth, as you have done 
most excellently of the air; the earth being that eleiiii'iit 
upon which I drive my pleasant^ wholesome, hungry trade. 
The earth is a solid, settled element; an clement most 

^ This episode on Ilawkinj; is not in the first edition, and it is ovidoiU 
that Walton was not master of the subject. Those who wish to explore it, 
may consult tlie works of Turberville, Lathahi and Markham ; also tlie 
‘Gentleman’s llccreations ; ’ * (xentleman’R Academy;’ Elaine’s ‘Enc.y 
clopasdia of llural Sports;’ and Salviii and Brodrick’s ‘Falconry.’ tSvo. 
1855.— Ed. 
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universally beneficial both to man and beast : to men who 
have their several recreations upon it, as horse-races, hunting, 
sweet smells, pleasant w^alks : the earth feeds man, and all 
those several beasts that both feed him, and afford him re- 
creation. What pleasure doth man take in hunting the 
stately stag, the generous buck, the wild boar, the cunning 
otter, the crafty fox, and the fearful hare ! And if I may 
descend to a lower game, what pleasure is it sometimes with 
gins to betray the very vermin of the earth ! as namely, the 
fichat, the fulmart,' the ferret, the pole-cat, the mouldwarp,*' 
and the like creatures that live upon the face and within the 
bowels of the eaHh. How doth the earth bring forth herbs, 
flowers, and fruits, both for physic and the pleasure df man- 
kind! and above all, to me at least, the fruitful vine, of 
which when I drink moderately, it clears my brain, cheers 
my heart, and sharpens ^y wit. How could Cleopatra have 
feasted Mark Antony with eight wild boars roasted whole 
at one supper, and other meat suitable, if the earth had not 
been a bountiful mother? But to pass by the mighty 
elephant, which the earth breeds and nourisheth, and 
descend to the least of creatures, how doth the earth 
aftbrd us a doctrinal example in the little pismire, who in 
the summer provides and lays up her winter provision, and 


I^Dr. Skinner, in his “ Etymologicon Lingua) Anglicana),** Loud. fol. 
1071, mce “Fuliinnrfc,” gives us to understand that this word is I’d® qiw; 
ww/iinm^ 7im in. lihroj the “ Complete Angler,’’ dicto ocenrrif. Upon which 
it may be observed, that Dame .luliaua Berners, in her Book of Hunting,” 
ranks the l^'id manic among the * rascal’ beasts of chace; and that both 
in the Dictionary of Dr. Adam Littleton and that of Thillips, entitled the 
“ Worhl of Words,” it ttcenrs ; the first renders it Pidorhis, mint Poraicu^j 
tlie latter a kind of polmit. In Junius it is fuUmer, and said 'h) be idem 
fjuotl. polecat; but in this interpretation they seem all to be mistaken, for 
Walton Jiere mentions the polecat by name, as does also Dame Juliana 
Hernors in her book.-— H. The polecat is also now called the fitcliet in 
St'Ulonlsihirc. Trofessor llciiiiic says that the fitvhety the fulimart, and 
tlie poltcaty ayipcar to be all of the same species {mvMa pretorisiu). 
Aluj<»r a;lds that the Jichet is a name most commonly approjiriated to the 
v-vazrlf and that tlio name is derived from the Teutonic ritsche. Junius, 
in his Gltjssavy, (luotcs it as anciently called Jicst, a low German word for 
the most olfeiisive of smells. — Ed. 

‘ Tlie mouhlwarp is a name of the mol^ compounded of the Anglo- 
baxou wonls molde, dust, and weorpan, to cast. We call, says Verstegan, 

‘ in some parts of England, a mole, a mouldwarp, which is as*much as to 
say a cast-earth.” 
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teaches man to do the like ! ^ The earth feeds and carries 
those horses that carrj us. If I would be a proilig.*il of 
mj time and your patience, what might not I say in com- 
mendation of the earth ? That puts limits to the proud 
and raging sea — and by that means preserves botli man 
and beast, that it destroys them not, as we see it daily 
doth those that venture upon the sea, and are there ship- 
wrecked, drowned, and left to feed haddocks; when we 
that are so wise as to keep ourselves on earth, walk and talk, 
and live, and eat, and drink, and go a hunting : of which 
recreation I will say a little, and then leave Mr. Piscator to ^ 
the commendation of angling. 

Hunting^ is a game for princes and noble persons; 
it hath been highly prized in all ages; it was one of 
the qualifications that Xenophon bestowed on his Cyrus, ^ 
that he was a hunter of wild beasts. Hunting trains 
up the younger nobility to the '^use of manly exercises 
in their riper age. What more manly exercise than hunt- 
ing the wild boar, the stag, the buck, the fox, or the hare ? 
How doth it preserve health, and increase strength and 
activitr!^ 

And for the dogs that we use, who can commend their 
excellency to that height which they deserve ? How perfect 
is the hound at smelling, who never leaves or forsakes his 
first scent, but follows it through so many changes and 
varieties of other scents, even over, and in, tlie water, and 
into the earth What music doth a pack of dogs then 
make to any man, whose heart and ears are so happy as to 
be set to the tune of such instruments ! How will a riglit 
greyhoipd fix his eye on the best buck in a herd, single 

* See a very curious and entertaining account of tlie iudiistry suid saga- 
city of this little insect in “ The Guardian,” No. 156; alrfo an inUTOstiiig 
.account of English Ants, by the Kev. William Gould, 1747, and aiiotlior by 
Huber. — En. 

* It may be remturked that the passages relating hunting, hawking, 
and angling are copied nearly verbatim in “The Gentleman’s lieercation; 
or a Treatise on Hunting, Hawking, Fowling, Fishing,” (iy Nic. Cox), 
8vo. 1674. The praises here inserted on hawking and liuntiiig are jiot 
in Walton’s first edition. — Ed, 

® See Xenophon’s “Cyropsedia,” book i., chap. v. 

^ A pack of fox hounds lias lately been sent to the Crimea bi amuse the 
officers during the winter campaign. The Duke of Wellington kept a pack 
when in Spain. 
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him out, and follow him, and him only, through a whole 
herd of rascaP game, and still know and then kill him! 
For my hounds— I know the language of them, and they 
know tlio language and meaning of one another, as per- 



fectly as we know the voices of those with whom wo 
discourse daily. 

I might enlarge myself in the commendation of hunting, 
and of the noble hound especially, as also of the docibleness 
of dogs in general ; and 1 might make many observations of 
laiid-creaturcs, that for composition, order, figure, and con- 
stitution, approach nearest to the completeness and under- 
standing of man ; especially of those creatures, which Moses 
ill the Law’ permitted to the Jew’s, which have clove^ hoofs, 
and cliew the cud ; w’hich I shall forbear to name, because 1 
will not be so uncivil to Mr. Piscator, as not to allow him a 
time for the commendation of angling, which he calls an art ; 
but doubtless it is an easy one : and Mr. Auceps, I doubt 
w e sliall hear a w atery discourse of it, but I hope it will not 
be a long one. 

Auc. And I hope so too, though I fear it will. 

Gentlemen, let not prejudice prepossess you. I 

^ Rnsnal (from the Saxon), a lean teast, used by hunters in the sense of 
Nvui'thless game. See Nares’s Glossary. 
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confess my discourse is like to prove suitable to my re- 
creation, calm and quiet ; we seldom take the name of God 
into our mouths, but it is either to praise him, or to pray to 
him ; if others use it vainly in the midst oF their recreations, 
so vainly as if they meant to conjure, I must tell you, it is 
neither our fault or our custom ; we protest against it. But, 
pray remember I accuse nobody; for as I would not make a 
watery discourse, so I would not put too inueli vinegar into 
it ; nor would I raise the reputation of my own art, by the 
diminution or ruin of another’s. And so much for t\w 
prologue to what I mean to say. 

And now for the water, the clement that I trade in. The 
water *is the eldest daughter of tiie creation, the element 
upon which the Spirit of God did first move, the element 
which God commanded to bring forth living creatures abun- 
dantly ; and without*\vhich, those that inhabit the land, even 
all creatures that have breath in their nostrils, must sud- 
denly return to putrefaction. Moses, the great lawgiver 
and chief philosopher, skilled in all the learning of the 
Egyptians, who w’as called the friend of God, and knew the 
mind of the Almighty, names this clement the first in the 
creation : this is the element upon which the Spirit of God 
did first move, and is the chief ingredient in the creation ; 
many philosophers have made it to comprehend all the other 
elements, and most allow it the chiefest in tlie mixtion of all 
living creatures.* 

There be that profess to believe that all bodies are made 
of water, and may be reduced back again to water only : they 
endeavour to demonstrate it thus : 

Take willow, or any like speedy-growing plant, newly 
rooted in a box or barrel full of earth, wcigli them altogofcluM* 
exactly when the trees begin to grow, and then woigli them 
altogether after the tree is increased from its first root! in:, 
to weigh an liumlred pound weight more than when H \\a> 
first rooted and weighed ; and you shall find tliis augment ol‘ 

' Thalen, of Miletus (540 H. 0.), one of the so von wise inoii i>t (Irwc, 
like Homer, regarded water as the jiriiuary element, tlio ])a.s.sivo 
on which an intelligent Cans*! moved t(t form all things, fiy water Jn 
meant Chaos, Cicero, “ DeNat. Dnoruiii,” i. 10 ; Aristotle, “Metapliysien,’ 
i., 8. So Pindar: “Host (»f all things is water.” See Olyinp. i., 
firat line. 
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the tree to be Avithout the diminution of one drachm weight 
of the earth. Hence they infer this increase of wood, 
to be from water or rain, or from dew, and not to be 
from any other element. And they affirm, they can reduce 
this wood back again to W'ater ; and they affirm also, the 
same may be done in any animal or vegetable. ' And this 
I take to bo a fair testimony of the excellency of my 
element of water. 

Tlie water is more productive than the earth. Hay, the 
earth hath no fruitfulness without showers or dews ; for all 
he licrbs, and Jlowera, and fruits, are produced and thrive 
oy the water ; and the very minerals are fed by streams that 
run under ground, whose natural course carries them*to the 
tops of many high mountains, as we see by several springs 
breaking forth on the tops of the highest hills ; and this is 
also witnessed by the daily trial and testimony of several 
miners. ^ 

Hay, the increase of those creatures that are bred and fed 
in the water, are not only more and more miraculous, but 
more advantageous to man, not only for the lengthening of 
his life, but for preventing of sickness ; for it is observed 
by the most learned physicians, that the casting off of Lent, 
and other fish-days, which hath not only given the lie to so 
many learned, pious, wise founders of colleges, for which we 
should be ashamed, has doubtless been the chief cause of 
thos($ inaiiy putrid, shaking, intermitting agues, unto 
which til is nation of ours is now morp subject, than 
those wiser countries that feed on herbs, sallets, and 
plenty of iisli ; of which it is observed in story, that the 
greatest part of the world now do. And it may be fit to 
remember that Moses, Lev. xi. 9, Lent xiv. 9, appointed 
fish to be tiie chief diet for the best commonwealth that 
ever yet was. 

^■Vnd it is observable, not only that there are fish, as 
namely tlie whale,* three times as big as the mighty elephant, 
tiiat is so fierce in battle, but that the mightiest feasts have 
been of fish. The Eomans, in the height of their glory, 

* The whnle is iio longer classed amongst fish : they bring forth their 
young jilivo, and are iiourishe<l by means of mammary organs, tbereforv 
come under the class of mammalia. — Ki>. 
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liave made fisli the mistress of all their entertainments; 
they have had music to usher in their sturgeons, lampreys, 
and mullets, which they would purchase at rates, rather to 
be wondered at than believed. He that shall view the 
writings of Macrobius^ or Varro,® may be confirmed and 
informed of this, and of the incredible value of their fish and 
fish-ponds. 

But, gentlemen, I have almost lost myself, wliich I confess 
I may easily do in this philosophical discourse ; I met with 

most of it very lately, and. 
I hope, happily, in a confer! 
ence with a most learned 
physician, Dr. Wharton,’ a 
dear friend, that loves bqth 
me and my art of angling. 
Bu^, however, I will wade 
no deeper in these myste- 
rious arguments, but pass 
to such observations as 1 
can manage with more plea- 
sure, and less fear of running 
into error. But I must not 
yet forsake the waters, by 
w'hoso help we have so many 
advantages. 

And, first, to pass by tlie 
miraculous cures of our knowm baths, how' advantageous is 

* Aurelius Macrobius, a learned writer of the fourth century ; he was 
chamberlitin to the Emperor Tlieodosiiis. Fabriciiis nmkis it a qiirs+iori 
whether he was a Christian or a pagan. Ilis works are, “ A Connnentary 
on the Somiiium Scipionis of Cicero,” in two books; aiul “ Satiiiii.'ilia 
Convivia,” in seven, a g»>ssiping collection of Scraps, pui»poised to he tlie 
substance of a conversation which took place among some learned men 
during the Saturnalhin Festival, Besides these, he was the anilmr of 
many which are lost. Walton quotes Macrobius tbrough Jlakewill’a 
Apology, lib. iv. sect. 6, p. 434.-— Ed. 

Marcus Terentius Yarro, a most learned Homan, conlcmpoiary with 
Cicero, and author, as it is said, of nearly five hundred volumes, lb- is one 
of the best writers on agriculture. — H. The passage here quoted will he 
found in his J)e Re Rustied^ lib. iii., cap. 17. — En. 

® Dr. Thomas Wharton (whose name is fii*st introdueeil in ilie fifth 
edition), was an eminent physician and anatomist, and Cresliam professor 
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the sea for our daily traffic, without which we could not 
now subsist ! How does it not only furnish us with food 
and physic for the bodies, but with such observations for 
the mind as ingenious persons would not want ! 

How ignorant had we been of the beauty of Elorence, of 
the monuments, urns, and rarities that yet remain in, and 
near unto old and new Borne, so many as it is said will take 
up a year’s time to view, and afford to each of them, but a 
convenient consideration ! And, therefore, it is not to be 
wondered at, that so learned and devout a father as St. 
Jerome, after his wish to havo seen Giirist in the flesh, and 
. to have iicard St. Paul preach, makes his third wish, to have 
seen Borne in her glory ; and that glory is not yet all lost, 
for what pleasure is it to see the monuments of Livy, the 
choicest of the historians ; of Tully, the best of orators ; 
and to see the bay-trees that now grow out of the very tomb 
of Virgil! These, to any that love learning, must be 
pleasing. But what pleasure is it to a devout Christian, to 
see there the humble house in which St. Paul was content 
to dwell, and to view the many rich statues that are made in 
honour of his memory 1 nay, to see the very place in which 
St. Peter ‘ and he lie buried together! These are in and 
near Borne. Aud how much more doth it please the pious 

of p1>y»ic. He liad the courage to practise in London during tlic great 
pliigue, u'licii must of liis cuntcm])orarie8 fled, lie lived in Aldersgate-street, 
Luiidun, .and died 1073. See Wood’s “AtUen. Oxon.” 

^ Slime learned Protestants, and among them Scaljger and Salmasius, 
deny, not only that St. Peter lies buried in the Vatican, as the Bomish 
writers assert, but tliat he ever was at Borne ; while others, equally 
1t?iiriii:d, including Pearson and Laniuer, see no reason for disbelief. See 
the ilisboria Apostolica” of Lud. Oapellus. The sense of tlie nroteBtantB 
on this point is expressed in the following epigram, alluding to the prsenomen 
of Peter, “ Simon,” and to the simony practised in that city : — 

An Pdt'iut fucrat lioma sub judice lis est, 

^imonein Kouks nemo fuisse uegat. 

Many that “ Peter ne’er saw Pome ” declare. 

But all mast own that Skuoii liatli been there. 

Of winch may be observed what I have heard said of libels, “the 
more true the more provoking;” and this the author, John Owen, the 
fainons epigrammatist, found to his cost ; for his uncle, a papist, was so 
stung by these lines, that, in revenge, he disinherited him, and doomed 
him to extreme poverty the remainder of his life. The Bomanists have 
also taken their revenge on the book that contains them, by inserting it 
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curiosity of a Christian, to see that place on which the 
blessed Saviour of the world was pleased to humble himself, 
and to take our nature upon him, and to converse with men : 
and to see Mount Sion, Jerusalem, and tlie very sepulchre 
of our Lord Jesus! How may it beget and heighten the 
zeal of a Christian, to see the devotions that are daily paid 
to Him at that place ! Gentlemen, lest I forget myself, I 
will stop here, and remember you, that but for my element 
of water, the inhabitants of this poor island must remain 
ignorant that such things ever were, or that any of them 
have yet a being. 

Gentlemen, 1 might both enlarge and lose myself in such 
like ai^uments. I might tell you that Almighty God is said 



Theobaldjs. 

to have spoken to a fish, but never to a boast ; that ho Iiatli 
made a \Yhale a ship, to carry and set liis pro[)liot, Jonah, 
safe on the appointed shore. Of these 1 might speak, but 
1 must in manners break oflj for I see Theohalds House. 

in their “Index Expurgatorius.”— II. On lliis siilyect tli<;re i.s a iKiswigc* in 
the prose writings of Dtinte, whicli, singularly eiiuugli. seems to Lave escaped 
the censors. See Pre^^ce to Wright's “Dante”— (lloliiis ed. 1S53).— Ed. 
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I cry you mercy for being so long, and thank you for your 
patience. 

Atu!. Sir, my pardon is easily granted you : I except 
against nothing that you have said; nevertheless, I must 
part with you at this park- wall, for which I am very sorry ; 
but I assure you, Mr. Piscator, I now part with you full of 
good thoughts, not only of yourself, but of your recreation. 
And so, gentleincii, God keep you both. 

Fisc. Well, now, Mr. Venator, you shall neither want 
time, nor my attention to hear you enlarge your discourse 
^concerliing hunting. 

Ven. Not I, sir: I remember you said that angling itself 
was of great antiquity, and a perfect art, and an art not 
easily attained to ; and you have so won upon me in your 
former discourse, that 1 am very desirous to hear what you 
can say further concerning those particulars. 





Thatched-House. 


Pisa. Sir, 1 did say so : and I doubt not but if you and I 
did converse together but a few hours, to leave you possessed 
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•witli the same high and happy thoughts that now possesses 
me of it ; not only of the antiquity of angling, but that it 
deserves commenaations ; and that it is m art, and an art 
worthy the knowledge and practice of a wise man. 

Fen. Pray, sir, speak of them what you think fit, for we 
have yet five miles to the Thatohed-house ; during which 
walk, I dare promise you, my patience and diligent attention 
shall ]^ot be wanting. And if you shall make that to appear 
which you have undertaken — ^first, that it is an art, and an 
art worth the learning, I shall beg that I may attend you 
a day or two a-fjshing, and that I may become your scholar 
and be instructed in the art itself which you so much 
magnify. 

Pise. 0, sir, doubt not but that angling is an art ; is it 
not an art to deceive a trout with an artificial fly P a trout 
that is more sharp-sighted than ^y hawk you have named, 
and more watchml and timorous than your high-mettled 
merlin is bold ? * and yet I doubt not to catch a brace or 
two to-morrow, for a friend’s breakfast; doubt not, there- 
fore, sir, but that angling is an art, and an art worth 
your learning. The question is rather, whether you be 
capable of learning it ? for angling is somewhat like poetry, 
men are to be born so: 1 mean 'with inclinations to it, 
though both may be heightened by discourse and practice ; 
but he that hopes to bo a good angler, must not only bring 
an inquiring, searching, observing wit, but he must bring a 
large measure, of hope and patience, and a love and pro- 
pensity to the art itself ; * but having once got and practised 

^ Thiiy is a mistake ; itwasAitccjM and not Venator, that namod tlu; 
Hawks ; <*ind had before taken his leave of these his eompaiiioiis. — H. 

* Markham, in his “ Country Contentments,’* lias a wliolc chapter on the 
subject of the “Angler’s Apparel, ami Inward Qualities some of which 
are, “ That he be a general scholar, and seen in all the liberal sciences ; as 
a irrammarian, to know how to write, or discourse of his art in true 
and fitting terms. He should,” sfiys he, “ have swe'^ness of speo'h, li) 
entice others to delight in an exercise so much laudable. He sliould 
have tirewfih of argnment, to defend and maiiitiiin his profession against 
envy and Monder.'* — 11. 

“A man would think, now, that with proper baits, gi)od tackle in his 
pannier, and so much science in his head, our angler would stand a pretty 
good chance to catch fish ; but, alas ! tho!H.'are little to the purptw, witUimi 
the Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity ; and unless two at least of 
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it, then doubt not but angling will prove to be so pleasant, 
that it will prove to be, like virtue, a reward to itself. 

Fen. Sir, 1 am now become so full of expectation, that I 
long much to have you proceed, and in the order that you 
propose. 

Fisc. Then first, for the antiquity of angling, of which 1 
shall not say much, but only this ; some say it is as ancfent 
as Deucalion’s fiood ; others, that Belus, who was the first 
inventor of godly and virtuous recreations, was th*e first 
inventor of angling ; and some others say, for former times 
have had their disquisitions about the antiquity of it, that 
•Seth, one of the sons of Adam, taught it to his sons, and that 
by them it was derived to posterity ; others say, that he left 
it engraven on those pillars which he erected, and trusted to 
preserve the knowledge of the mathematics, music, and the 
rest of that precious knowledge, and those useful arts, which 
by God’s impointment or'Ullowance, and his noble industry, 
were thereby preserved from perishing in Noah’s flood. 

These, sir, have been the opinions of several men, that 
have possibly endeavoured to make angling more ancient 
than is needful, or mav well be warranted ; but for my part, 
1 shall content myself in telling you, that angling is much 
more ancient than the incarnation of our Saviour ; lor in the 
Prophet Amos, mention is made offish-hooks; and in the book 
of Job, which was long before the days of Amos, for that book 
is said to have been written bv Moses, mention is made also 
of fish-hooks, which must imply anglers in those times. 

But, ray worthy friend, as I would rather prove myself a 
gentleman, by being learned and humble, vmiant and inof- 
fensive, virtuous and communicable, than by any fon(^ osten- 
tation of riches, or, wanting those virtues myself, boast that 
tliese were in my ancestors ; (and yet, I grant, that where 
a noble and ancient descent and such merit meet in any" 
man, it is a double dignification of that person ;) so if this 


tiio cnrdlnnl virliues can be persuaded to go a-fishing, the angler may as well 
sUiy at ii«»rue : fur hear what Mr. Markham says as to fortitude; ** Then 
must he be stroiif/ ami valiant ; neither to be amazed with storms, nor 
atfrighted with thunder ; and if he is not temperate^ but has a gnawing 
stomach, that will nut endure much fttstiiig, but must observe hours, it 
iri>uMeth the mind and body, and loseth that delight which maketh the 
l*:totuiie only pleassiiig.” — 11. 
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antiquity of angling, which for my part I have not forced, 
like an ancient family, be either an honour or an ornament 
shall, to this virtuous art which I profess to love and practise, 
I shall be the gladder that I made an accidental mention of the 
antiquity of it ; of which I shall say no more, but proceed to 
that just commendation which I think it deserves. 

And for that I shall tell you, that in ancient times a debate 
hath risen, and it remains yet unresolved, whether the hap- 
pineas hfmaix in this world doth consist more in contemplation 
or action ? ' , 

Concerning which some have endeavoured to maintain 
their opinion of the first, by saying, that the nearer we 
mortaJs come to God by way of imitation, the more happy 
we are. And they say, that God enjoys himself only, by 
a contemplation of his own infiniteness, eternity, power,' 
and goodness, and the like. And upon this ground, many 
cloisteral men of great learning .ind devotion, prefer con- 
templation before action. And many of the fathers seem to 
approve this opinion, as may ap'pear in their commentaries 
upon the words of our Saviour to Martha, Luke x. 41, 42. 

And on the contrary, there want not men of equal autho- 
rity and credit, that prefer action to bo the more excellent ; 
as, namely, experiments in physic, and the application of it, 
both for the ease and prolongation of man’s life, — by wliich 
each man is enabled to act and do good to others, cither to 
serve his country, or do good to particular persons ; and tliey 
say also, that action is doctrinal, and teaches both art 
and virtue, and is a maintainor of human society ; and for 
these, and other like reasons, to be preferred before coii- 
toiiiplatiou. 

Concerning which two opinions I shall forlicar to add a 
third, by declaring my own; and rest myself eont(»nted iji 
telling you, my very worthy friend, that both these meet 

* Tliis is a question wliicli ni.iny ])erson,s of wit, f*.sjK-ci}illy the 

Italian writers, liavo cliseiissed ; a disquisition, in the jini;:inent nf Li»rd 
Clarendon, about us profitable, aa whether a long journey is best undn-tukeu 
on a Mack or a hay horse. Sec Lord Clarendon’s “ Tract-s,’’ page lb7. — H. 
The Tract referred to was written abont 1670. But Evelyn bad previously 
(in 1667) discussed the subject in liis Tract “Public Kmjdoynieut, and 
an Active Life preferred t«) Solitude.” See this in his Alia’clianeoiis 
Works, 4to. 1825, page 501 ct seq, — Ed. 
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together, and do most properly belong to the most honest, 
ingenuous, quiet, and harmless arfc of angling. 

And first, I shall tell you what some have observed, and 
I have found to bo a real truth, that the very sitting by 
the river’s side, is not only the quietest and fittest place for 



contemplation, but will invite an angler to it: and this 
seems to be maintained by the learned Peter du Moulin,* 
wlio in his discourse of the fulfilling of prophecies, observes, 
that when God intended to reveal any future events or high 
notions to his prophets, he then carried them eitlier to the 
deserts, or the sea-shore, that having so separated them, from 
amidst the press of people and business, and the cares of 
the world, he might settle their mind in a quiet repose, and 
there make them fit for revelation. 

And tliis seems also to be intimated by the children of 
Israel, 137, who having in a sad condition banished all 
mirth and music from their pensive hearts, and having hung 
lip their mute harps upon the willow- trees growing by the 
rivers of Babylon, sat down upon those banks, bemoaning the 
ruins of Sion, and coutcmplatiiig their owu sad condition. 

And an ingenious Spaniard* says, that “rivers and the 

‘ Pr. Prtcr du Mouliny Prebendary of Canterbury, and cliaploin to 
I ’liarles II. lie was author of several pieces on the Koniish controver.sy . — H. 
The volume here referred to is “The Accomplishment of the Prophecies,’* 
translated by ,1. Ilccith. Oxford, 1C13 . — Ed. 

- John ValdesHo, w'ho wrote in Spanish “The Hundred-and-Ten Con- 
sidcratiiiris <»f Sigiior Valdesso,” which W'as translated into English by 
^'ioolusi Farrar. Oxford 1638, small 4to. — H. 
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inhabitants of the watery element were made for wise men 
to contemplate, and fools to pass by without consideration.’* 
And though I will not rank myself in the number of the 
first, yet give me leave to free myself from the last, by 
ofiering to you a short contemplation, first of rivers, and 
then of fish ; concerning which 1 doubt not but to give you 
many observations that will appear very considerable : I am 
sure they have appeared so to me, and made many an hour 
pass away more pleasantly, as 1 have sate quietly on a flowery 
bank by a calm river, and contemplated what I shall now 
relate to you. 

And first concerning rivers; there be so many wonders 
reported and written of th^, and of the several creatures 
that be bred and live in them, and those by authors of so 
good credit, that wo need not to deny them an historical faith. 
As, namely, of a river in Epirus, that puts out any lighted 

torch, and kindles any torch 
that waa not lighted.^ Some 
waters being drunk, cause 
madness, some drunkenness,) 
and some laughter to death.. 
The river Belarus^ in a few 
hours turns a rod or wand to 
stone : and our Cahdek men- 
tions the like in England, and 
the like in Lochmere in Ire- 
land. There is also a river in 
Arabia, of which all the slieep 
that drink thereof have their 
wool turned into a vermilion 
colour.® * And one of no less credit than Aristotle, tells us of a 
merxy river, the river Elusina,that dances attlic noise of music, 

^ From evolving sulphuretted hydrogen gas. — Rtnnie, What are called 
in this country burning springs.- Am. Ei>. 

^ Selarus, properly Silarus, the modem Silaro, on the kinks of 
stand the ruins of Faostum. The waters retain the quality tu this day. 
Loebmere is Locb Nea^b, It requires more than a few iiuurs to pn^iduco 
the petri&ctfon. — ^A m. Ed. 

* The river referred to was probably the Adonis, running out of Mount 
lAbonns, which turns red, from the red soil of the mountain at tlie time uf 
freshets. This the Biblyans connected with the story uf tlic death i^f Aden is, 
in honor of whom they kei)t the Adonia. — A m. Ed. 



Camden. 
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for \rith music it bubbles, dances, and grows sandy, and so 
continues till the music ceases, but then it presently returns 
to its wonted calmness and clearness.* And Camden tells 
us of a well near to Kirby in Westmoreland, that ebbs and 
flows several times evciy day : and he tells us of a river in 
Surrey, it is called Mole, that after it has run several miles, 
being opposed by hills, finds or makes itself a way under 
ground,^ and breaks out again so far off, that the inhabitants 
thereabout boast, as tlie Spaniards do of their river Anus, 
that they feed divers flocks of sheep upon a bridge. And, 
lastly, for 1 would not tire your patience, one of no less 
authority than Josephus, that learned Jew, tells us of a 
river in Judea that runs swiftly all the six days of the week, 
and stands still and rests all their sabbath. 

But 1 will lay aside my discourse of rivers, and tell you 
some things of the monsters, or fish, call them what you 
will, that they breed and feed in them. Pliny the philosopher 
says, in the third chapter of his ninth book, that in the 
Indian sea, the fish called balasna* or whirlTOol, is so long 
and. broad, as to take up more in length and br^th than 
two acres of ground ; and, of other fish of two hundred 
cubits long ; and that in the river Ganges, there be eels of 
thirty feet long. He says there, that these monsters appear 
in that sea only when the tempestuous winds oppose the 
torrents of waters falling from the rocks into it, and so 
turning what lay at the bottom to be seen on the water’s top. 
And he says, that the people of Cadara, an island near this 
place, make the timber for their houses of those fish-bones. 
He there tells us, that there are sometimes a thousand of 
these great eels found wrapt, or interwoven together. He 
tells us there, that it appears that dolphins love music, and 
will come, when called for, by some men or boys, that know 
and use to feed them, and that they can swim as swift as an 
arrow can be shot out of a bow ; and much of this is spoken 
<^onceniing the dolphin, and other fish : as may be found 

* A report no doubt taken from some bubbling spring. — Retinte. 

^ Tiiis is an erroneous notion which formerly prerailed, and is quoted 
in Dra^-ton’s Folyolbion, Milton on KiTers, and Pope's Windsor Forest. 
The bed of the river is in some parts an absorbent earth, on the snrfiice of 
which, in dry seasons it often occurs that no stream appears. Frequent 
strata of chalk intervene, and over these it is both constant and clear. — ^N. 

’ Properly a whale. 
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also in the learned Dr. Casaubon’s* “Discourse of 
Credulity and Incredulity,” printed by him about the 
year 16t0.» ‘ 

i know, we islanders are averse to the belief of these 
wonders ; but, there be so many strange creatures to be now 
seen, many collected by John iWdescant,’ and others added 
by my fnend Elias Ashmole, Esq., who now keeps them 

^ Mene^ son of Isaac Casaubon, bom at Geneva in 1599, but educated at 
•Oxford, was, for bis great learning, preferred to a prebend in the Cathedral 
.of Canterbury, and. the Rectory of Ickbam near that city. Oliver Cromwell 
would have engaged him by a pension of 300Z. a year, to write the histoiy 
of bis time, but Casaubon refused it. Of many books extant of Ids 
wiitingif that mentioned in the text is one, viz., ^^Of Credulitie,” &c. 
-Loud. 1668, p. 143. He died in 1671, leaving behind him thfe character 
of a religious man, loyal to his prince, exemplary in his life and conversa* 
tion, and very charitable to the poor. — ^Wood’s Athcn. Oxon.” — ^H. 

* Walton has been accused of excessive credulity in reciting these wonders 
of river and sea. But they were current at the time he wrote, and 
printed in books of authority, and, at the present day, ai-e amusing rather 
than misleading. The kraJ^n and the mtrmaidy improbable as they arc, 
have been believed at a much later period ; while those once incredible 
animals the Ichthyoaauriu, the Megatherimaj the Ornithorhyncus^ and 
some others, are proved to have existed. 

* There were three of the T^escants, grandfather, father, and son : 
the son is the person hero meant : the two former were gardeners to 
Queen Elizabeth, and the latter to King Charles the First. They were 
all great botanists, and collectors of natural and other curiosities, and 
dwelt at South Lambeth in Surrey; and dying there, were buried 
in Lambeth church-yard. His house known by the iiaiue of Turret 
House, still remains, and is in the occupation of Charles Bedfoni, Esq. 
Mr. Ashmole contnCcted an acquaintance with the last of them, and, together 
with his wife, boarded at his house for a summer, (luring which Ashmvh 
agreed for the purchase of Trodescant's collection, and the same was con- 
veyed to him by a deed of gift from Tradescant and his wife. Tradescant 
soon after died, and Ashmole was obliged to file a bill in Chancery for the 
delivery of the curiosities, and succeeded in his suit. Mrs. Tradesc:iijt, 
shortly after the pronouncing of the decree, W!is found drowned in lior 
}K)nd. This collection, with what additions he afterwaids made to it, 
Mr. Ashmole gave to the University of Oxford, and so became founder of 
the Ashmoleau Museum. A monument to the three Tradescants, very 
curiously ornamented with sculptures, is to l>c seen in Tjumbeth chiireli- 
yard ; and a rextresentatlon thereof, in four ])lates, and also some partieulars 
of the family, are given in the ** Philosophical Transactions," yol. Ixiii. 
part i. p, 79, ct seq. The monument, by the contribution of some friend'^, 
to their memory, was, in the year 1773, repaired ; and the following lines, 
fonncrly intended for an epitaph, inserted tlierecai : — 

Know, stranger ! ere thou piiss, beneath thi.'* stone 
Lie Joiix Traoescaxt, graudsire, father, sou. 
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carefully and methodically at his house near to Lambeth^ 
near London ; ' as may get some 
belief of some of the other 
wonders 1 mentioned. I will 
tell you some of the wonders 
that you may now see, — and not 
till then believei unless you 
think fit. 

You may there see the hog- 
fish, the dog-fish, the dolphini the 
coney-fish, the parrot-nsh, the 
shark, the poison-fish, sword- 
fish, and not only other incre- 
dible fish ; but you may there 
see the salamander, several sorts of barnacles, of Solan 
geese, the bird of Paradise ; such sorts of snakes, and such 
bird’s-nests, and of so various forms, and so wonderfully 
made, as may beget wonder and amusement in any beholder; 

The lost fly*d in his spring : the other two 
LlvM till they had traveird art and nature thro’ ; 

As by their choice collections, may appear, 

Of what is rare in land, in seas, in air ; 

Whilst they (as Homer's Iliad in a nut) 

A world of wonders in one closet shut. 

These famous sintiquarians — ^that hiul been, 

Doth ganleiiers to the rose and lily Queen-— 

Transplanted now themselves, sleep here. And when 
Angels shall with their trunq^ts waken men^ 

And fire shall purge the w'orld ; these hence shall rise, 

And change their gardens for a Paradise. 

The Trailescants were the first collectors of natural curiosities in this 
kingdom ; Ashmole, and Sir Hans Sloane, were the next. — II. 

^ Ashmole was, at firat, a solicitor in Chancery : but marrying a lady 
wiili a large fortune, and b^ng well skilled in history and antiquities, he 
was promoted to the office of Windsor Herald, and wrote the “History of 
tiic Order of the Garter,” published in 1672, in folio. But addicting him* ^ 
self to the then fashionable studio of chemistry and judicial astrology; 
and associating himself with that enthusiast, John Aubrey, Esq. of 
ii^urrcy, and Lilly the astrologer, he became a dupe to the knavery of the 
otic, and the follies of both ; and lost in a great measure the reputation he 
had acquired hy this, and other of his writings. Of his weakness and 
superstition, he has left on record this memorable instance : “11th April, 
16.^1, I tor>k, early in tlie morning, a gooil dose of elixir, and hun^ three 
syidtra aJboiA my neck ; and they drove my ague away.— i>eo yrofw,' — H. 



Ashmole. 
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and so many hundred of other rarities in that collection, as 
will make the other wonders I spake of the less incredible ; 
for, you may note, that the waters are feature’s store-house, 
in which she locks up her wonders. 

But, sir, lest this aiscourse may seem tedious, I shall give 
it a sweet conclusion out of that holy poet, Mr. George 
Herbert, his divine “Contemplation on God’s Providence:” 

lA}rd ! who hath praiao enough, nay, who hath any 1 
None can express thy works, but he that knows them ; 

And none can know thy works, they are so many, 

And so complete, but only he that owes > them. 

We all, acknowledge both thy power and love 
To be exact, transcendant; and divine — 

Who dost so strangely and so sweetly move^ 

Whilst all things have their end — ^yet none, but thine. . 

Wherefore, most sacred Spirit I I here present. 

For me and all my fellows, praise to thee ; 

And just it is, that I should pay the rent, 

Because the benefit accrues to mo;’ 


And as concerning fisb 



Boiideletius. 

in and about, that 


In that psalm (Fsal. civ.), 
wherein for height of poetry 
and wonders, the prophet 
David seems even to exceed 
himself: how doth he there 
express himself in choice me- 
taphors — even to the amaze- 
ment of a contemplative reader 
— concerning the sea, the 
rivers, and Uie fish therein 
contained I And the great 
naturalist, Pliny, says, “ That 
nature*is great and wonderful 
power is more demonstrated 
in the sea than on the land.” 
And this may appear, by 
the numerous and various 
creatures inhabiting, both 
it ; as to the readers of 


* Used as an equivalent to oims, a sense now obsolete. 

^ The pious GeorgS^ Herbert was a younger brother of the deistical Lord 
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Gessner,^ Boseletius,^ Pliny, Ausonius,’ Aristotle, and 
others, may be demonstrated. But 1 will sweeten this dis- 
course also out of a contemplation in divine DuBartas,^ who 
says : — 

God quickened — ^in the sea, and in the rivers — 

So many fishes of so many features, 

That in the waters we may see all creatures, 

Even all that on the earth are to be found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drown’d. 

For seas — as well as skies — halve sun, moOn, stars ; 

As well as air — swallows, rooks, and stares ; * 

As well as earth — vines, roses, nettles, melotas; 

Mushrooms, pinks, gUliflowers, and many millions 
Of other plants, more rare, more strange than thrae ; 

As very fishes, living in the seas ; 

HerheH of Gherhuiy. These verses will he found in a printed collection of 
his poems, called ** The Templdf’ 1633; often reprinted, and recently in a 
luxuriously illustrated quarto. — ^E d. 

^ Oonrad Gessner, an eminent physfeian and naturalist^ was horn at 
Zurich in 1516. His skill in botany and natural history procured him the 
appellation of the Pliny of Germany : and Beza, who Imew him, scrupled 
not to assert, that he concentred in himself the learning of Pliny and 
Yarro. Nor was he more distingnished for his learning than esteem^ and 
beloved for probity and sweetness of manners ; notwithstanding, he laboored 
under the pressure of poverty, to a degree that eompelled him to write for 
sustennuce, and tliat in such haste, that his works, which are very name* 
rolls, arc not exempt from marks of it. Besides a ** Bibliotheca sive 
Catalogus Scriptorum Lat. Gr. et Hebr. tarn extantium quam non 
extantiuin,” Tig. 1545-48, he wrote •‘Historia Animalium,” and “De 
»^eri)entium NatuiA ; ” to both which works Walton firequently refers. 
He died in 15G5.— H. 

- GnillauTne llondelct, an eminent phyrician, bom in Montpelier in Lan- 
guedoc, 1507. He wrote several books; jind a treatise Piscibus 
Marinis,” where all that Walton has taken' from him is to he found. He 
died — very poor — of a surfeit occasioned by eating figs to excess, in 1666. 
—II. 

^ Dec! ns Ausonius, a native of Bourdeaux ; was a Latin poet, Consnl ot 
Bonip, and preceptor to the Emperor Gratian. He died about 390. — H, 

* (Tuillnume de Saliiste, Sieur du Bartas, was a poet of great reputatioii 
ill WalWs time. He wrote, in French, a poem called ** Divine Weeks 
and Works,” (a commentary on the creation of the world,) whence the 
tassage in the text, and many others cited in this work, are extracted. 
This, with Ids other ddightfut works, was translated into English by 
.Tushiia Sylvester, in folio, which is iUnstrated with numerous fins wood-aUs, 
He is facetiously quoted in **Hudibras,” in 1605, and is supposed to 
have given Milton the idea of his ** Paradise Lost.” — H. . 

• Or starlings, Minsheu, • 
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As alsb rams, oalveSi horses, hares, and hogi^ 

Wolves^ urchins, lion^ elephants, and dogs ; 

Tea, men and maids ; and, which I most admire, 

The mitred bi^op^ and the cowled friar, 

Of which examples, hut a few years since, 

Were shewn the Norway and Polonian prince. 

These seem to be wonders; but have had so many con- 
firmations from men of learning and credit, that you need 
not doubt them. NTor are the number, nor the various 
shapes of fishes more strange, or more fit for contemplation, 
than their different natures, inclinations, and actions ; 
concerning which, I shall beg your patient ear a little 
longer. 

The cuttle-fish^ will cast a long gut out of her throat, 
which, like as an angler doth his line, she sendeth forth, and 
pulleth in again at her pleasure, i^ccording as she sees some 
little fish come near to her ; and the cuttle-fish,^ being then 
hid in the gravel, lets the smaller fish nibble and bite the 
end of it ; at which time she, by little and little, draws the 

* This stoiy of the bishop-fish, as told by llondcletius, and vouched by 
Bellonius, is as follows : —* **In the year 1531, a fish was taken in roliuiia 
that represented a bishop. He was brought to the king ; but seeming to 
desire to return to his own element, the king commanded him to be 
carried back to the sea, into which ho immediately threw himself.” 
Eondeletlus bad before related the story of a monk-fish, wliieh is Avliat 
Du Bortas means by the “cowled friar.” Stowe, in bis “Annals,” 
p. 157, gives the fpllowing relation of a sea-monster, tiken on the eujist of 
Suffolk, temp. Hen. II. : — “ Ncare unto ()rfi>rd, in Siiff«)lk, certaine fishers 
of the sea tookc in their nettes a fish, having the sha]H^ of n man in all 
points : which fisli was kept by Ikirtelmew de (Tlaunville, ciistos of tin; 
castle ofr Orford, in the smne castle, by the space of six moneths and 
more, fur a wonder. He spake not a w'ord. All maimer of nieatcs he 
did eatc, but most greedily raw fish, after he Inul crushed out the 
moisture. Oftentimes, lie was brought to tlie t’httrch, where lx; hkomd 
no tokn\s of adoration. At length,” says this author, “ when lie Mas not 
well looked to, he stole aw’ay to the sea, and never after .ap})eare(l.‘' — JI. 
Bedding, in his “Itinerary of Cornwall,” p. Ill, says that some times, 
though rarely, there is a species of shark {Squatiua awjdus of (,hivier) 
taken on this coast, which is called an angel or monk-fisli, and might 
well be the urigimil of both “the mitred bishop and the cowled friar.” 
— Ed. 

* Walton here confounds the cnitle-fisli with the Loftkius or 

sea-devil, of which we annex a figure on our next page, 

® Montaigne (Essays) and others affirm this. 
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Bmaller fisli bo near to her, that she may leap upon her, and 
then catches and devours her: and for this reason some 
have called this fish the Sea-angleb,^ 



Lophius Fiseatorius. 

And there is a fish called a hermit, tliat, at a certain age, 
gets into a dead fish’s shell ; and like a hermit, dwells there 
alone, studying the wind and weather; and so turns her 
shell, that she makes it defend her from the injuries that 
they w'ould bring upon her. 

IMiere is also a fish, called by JElian^ in his 9th book 
“ Of Living Creatures,” c. IG, the •Adonis, or darling of the 
sea : so called because it is a loving and innocent fish — a fish 
tliat- liurts nothing tliat hath life, and is at peace with all the 
numerous inhabitants of that vast watery element ; and truly 
I think most anglers are so disposed to most of mankind. 

And, there are, also, lustful and chaste fishes ; of which 1 
shall give you examples. 

^ Thu and other credtiloiis stories of the tactics of fish, collected from 
the older writers, and current two centuries ago, are now exploded. 

^ * Claudius iEliauiis w:is lK)ni at Fneneste in Italy, in the reign of the 
Eiupoivr AJrijui. lie wrote “Do Auimalium NaturA.” — II, 
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And first, \rliat Du Bartas sajs of a fish called the sar- 
gus : ^ which, because none can express it better than he 
does, 1 shall give you in his own words; supposing it 
shfdl not have the less credit for being verse ; for he hath 
gathered this, and other observations, out of authors that 
nave been great and industrious searchers into the secrets 
of nature. 

c The adult'roiu sBvgiu doth not only change 
IVivea every day, in the deep atreanui : but, strange f 
Aa if the honey of sea-love delight 
Gould not auflioe hia ranging appetite^ 

Goes courting ahe-goata on the gmaay shore, 

^ Homing their husbands that hM horns before. 

And the same author writes, concerning the cantharus, 
that which you shall also hear in his own words 

But, contrary, the constant canlhams 
Is ever constent to hia faithful spouse ; 

In nuptial duties, spending his chaste life ; 

Never loves any but hia own dear wife. 

Sir, but a little longer, and I have done. 

Fen, Sir, take what liberty you think fit, for your dis- 
course seems to be music, and charms me to an attention. 

JPmg, Why then, sirj 1 will take a liberty to tell, or rather 
to remember you what is said of Tubtle-doyes t first, that 
they silently plight their troth, and marry ; and that then 
the survivor scorns, as the Thracian woman are said to do, 
to outlive hia or her mate ; (and this is taken fbr a tnitli ;) 
and if the survivor shall ever couple with another, then, not 
only the living but the dead, be it either the be or the she, 
is denied the name and honour of a true turtle-dove.' 

And to parallel this land-rarity — and to teach mankind 

. ^ Bu BaxWs account oi the Sargus is taken from Oppian's llallcutiCK, 
Book iv. 

S' Of Swans, it is also said, that, if cither of a pair die, or he otherwise 
separated from its mate, the other does not long survive ; and that it is 
chiefly for this reason, that the stealing of swans is by onr law nia<le (Kiiial ; 
80 as that, **He who stealeth a swan, in an open and common river, law- 
fully marked : the same swan shall he hung in a house by the beak ; and 
he who stole it shall, in recompence thereof, give to the owner so much 
wheat as may cover all the swan, by putting and turning the wheat upon 
the head of the swan, until the head of the swan be covered with wheat.*' 
— Coke's “ Beports,” Part vii. The case of Swans. — H. 



CHAP. I.] 


THE riBST HAT. 


77 


moral faithfulness ; and to condemn those that talk of reli- 
gion, and yet come short of the moral faith of fish and fowl, 
men that violate the law affirmed by St. Paul, Som. ii. 14, 15, 



to be writ in their hearts, and which he says shall at the 
last day condemn and leave them without excuse — I pray 
hearken to what Du Bartas sings, for the hearing of such 
conjugal faithfulness will be music to all chaste ears, and 
theretbre 1 pray hearken to what Du Bartas sings of the 
mullet : 

• 

But — for chaste love — ^thc mullet hath no peer ; 

For, if the fisher hath surprised her phccr * 

As mad with wo, to shore she followeth ; 

Ih'cst* to cousort him, both in lifo and death.^ 


^ Follow or mate ; so bcd-ferc, licd-fcllow, wife.— E d. 

- from the French Lat. Faratut, ready, prepared. So 

Psalm civ., old version : 

He makcth his spirites as heralds to go ; 

And lightnings, to serve, we see also prest, 

^ The version given by Moses Brown is more elegant, and deserves re* 
I 'eating hero ; — 

But in chaste love the Mullet all outvies ; ^ 

For Avlicn her mate the fisher makes his prise, 

Miul to tlie shore she follows in despair, 

In life and death resoh'ed his fate to share." 
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■ On the contrary, \rhat shall I say of the houae^cock, 
which tr^ds any hen ? and, then, contrary to the swan, 
the partridge, and pigeon, takes no care to hatch, to feed or 
cherish his own brood, but is senseless, though they perish. ‘ 
And it is considerable, that the hen, which, because she also 
takes any cock, expects it not ; who is sure the chickens be her 
own, hath by a moral impreaaion her care and affection to her 
own brood more than doubled, even to such a height, that our 
Saviour, in expressing bia love to Jerusalem, Matt, xxiii. 37, 
quotes her for an example of tender affection; as his ^Father 
had done Job, for a pattern of patience. 

And to parallel tnis cock, tnere be divers fishes that cast 
their spawn on flags or stones ; and then leave it uncovered, 
and exposed to become a prey and be devoured by vermin 
or other fishes. But other fishes, as namely the barbel, take 
such care for the preservation of their seed, that (unlike to 
the cock or the cuckoo) they lEutually labour, both the 
spawner and the melter, — to cover their spawn with sand, — 
or, watch it, — or, hide it in some secret place, uuftequented 
by vermin or by any fish but themselves. 

Sir, these examples may, to you and others, seem strange ; 
but they are testified — some by Aristotle, some by Pliny, 
some by Gessner, and by many others of credit ; and are 
believed and known by divers, both of wisdom and experience 
— to be a truth ; and indeed are, as 1 said at the beginning, 
fit for the contemplation of a most serious and a most pious 
man. And, doubtless, this made the prophet David, say : 
‘‘They that.odcupy themselves in deep waters, see the 
wonderful works of God : ” indeed such wonders, and 
pleasures too, as tlie land affords not. 

And' that they be fit 'for the contemplation of the most 
prudent, and pious, and peaceable men, seems to be testified 
by the practice of so many devout and contemplative men 
as tlie patriarchs and prophets of old ; and of the apostles 
of our Saviour in our latter times, — of which twelve, we are 
sure, he chose four that were simple fishermen, — whom he 
inspired, and sent to publish his blessed will to the Gentiles; 
and inspired them also with a power to speak all languages, 
and by their powerful eloquence to beget faith in the 

^ Cocks Lave Lccu known to tend and bring up obickeus wltb great 
care. — E d. 
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unbelieving Jews ; and themselves to suffer for that Saviour 
whom their forefathers and thej had crucified; and, in their 
sufierings, to preach freedom from the incumbrances of the 
law, and a new way to everlasting life : this was the employ* 
ment of these happy fishermen. Concerning which choice, 
some have made these observations ; — 

First, tliat he never reproved these for their employment 
or calling, as he did the Scribes and the Money*changers. 
And, secondly, He found that the hearts of such men, by 
nature, were fitted for contemplation and quietness ; men of 
mild, and sweet, and peaceable spirits, as indeed most 
anglers are ; yet these men our blessed Saviour, who is 
observed to love to plant grace in good natures, though 
indeed notliing be too hard for him ; yet these men he chose 
to call from their irreprovable employment of fishing, and 
gave them grace to be his disciples, and to follow him, and 
do wonders ; I say four of twelve. 

And it is observable, — that it was our Saviour’s will that 
tliese, our four fishermen, should have a priority of nomi<* 
nation in the catalogue of his twelve apostles ; {Matt, x.) 
as namely, first St, Peter, St. Andrew, St. James, and St. 
John ; and, then, the rest in their order. 

And it is yet more observable, — that when our blessed 
Saviour went up into the Mount, when he left the rest of 
his disciples, and chose only three to bear him company at 
his transfiguration, that those three were all fishermen. And 
it is to be believed, — that all the other apostles, after they 
betook themselves to follow Christ, betook themselves to be 
fishermen too; for it is certain, that the greater number 
of tlujin were found together, fishing, by Jesus after his 
r(\surrection, as it is recorded iu the 2lBt chaptcif of St. 
Jolin’s gospel.* 

And, since I have your promise to hear me with patience, 

1 will take a liberty to look back upon an observation that hath 
bt'eu inade by an ingenious and learned man ; who observes, 

’ St. Jrr-niK* nil Ezi*k. xlvii., 10, says that Opi)ian marks the number 
nfkijiils Ilf lish to be a huiulrcd and tifby-thrcc. If we take this number 
l - bi: iluit known to the ancients, it corresponds with the ** one hundred and 
!tt;. and three *' of the miraculous draught ; which has led some to think 
t ■-) parable of tliu success of the preaching of the gospel, begun by the 

i apostles, reaching the whole race of man. — A m. Ed. 
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that God bath been pleased to allow those whom he himself 
hath appointed, to write his holy will in holy writ, yet to 
express his will in such metaphors as their former aifections 
or practice had inclined them to. And he brings Solomon 
for an example, who, before his conversion, was remarkably 
carnally amorous ; and after, by God’s appointment, wroto. 
that spiritual dialogue, or holy amorous love-song the 
** Cantides,” betwixt God and his Church : In which 
he safe, '^his beloved had eyes like the fish-pools of 
Heshbon.” 

And if this hold in reason, as 1 see none to the contrary ; 
then it may be probably concluded, that Moses who (1 
told you before) writ the book of Job,” and the prophet 
Amos, who was a sh^herd, were. both anglers; for you 
shall, in all the " Old Testament,” find fish-hooks, 1 think, 
but twice mentioned, namely, by meek Moses the friend of 
God, and by the humble prophet Amos.' 

Concerning which last, namely, the prophet; Amos, I shall 
make but this observation, — ^that he that shall read the 
humble, lowly, plain style of that prophet ; and coiimare it 
with the high, ^orious, eloquent style of the prophet Isaiah ; 
though they be both equally true ; may easily believe Amos 
to be, not only a shepherd, but a good-natured plain 
fisherman. 

Which I do the rather believe ; by comparing the aifec- 
tionate, loving, lowly, humble, “Epistles” of St. Peter, 
St. James, and St. John, whom we know were all fishers, with 

' 'Walton was a good Scriptumt, and tliereforc can hardly have 
heen ignorant of Uie pasaage in hauih^ chap. xix. v, 8. tishers 

diall moiyrn, and all they that cost awjlc upi)ii the hrooki} Hhall lament, 
and they that spread nets upon the waters shall lajiguish.” Which 
words as they do but imply tlie use oi he might tJi ink nut. directly 

to his purpose ; but in the transhitioii of the above i>ruphet by tliu learned 
Bishop Lowth, who himself assures me that the word /too/; is truly reudered, 
the passage stands thus: — 

** And the fishers shall mourn and lament ; 

All those that cost the hook iu tiie river ; 

And those that spread nets on the face of the waters shall laiigulsli,'* 

The following passage Walton seems likewise to have furgottuii when he 
wrote the above, unless tlie reason before assigned induced him to reject 
it : “They take up all of them with the atujley they catch them in tlieir 
net, and gatlier them in their dnig, therefore they rejoice and are glad.' -' 
Halmkkuk, chap. i. v. 15. — H. 
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the glorious language and high metaphors of St. Paul, who 
we may believe was not. 

And for the lawfulness of fishing: It may Very well be 
maintained by our Saviour’s bidding St. Peter cast his hook 
into the water, and catch a fish, for money to pay tribute to 
CsBsar. 

And let me tell you, that angling is of high esteem, 
and of much use in other nations. He that reads the 
voyages of Ferdinand Mendez Pinto, ^ shall find that 
there he declares to have found a king and several priests 
a*fishing. 

And he that reads Plutarch, shall find that angling 
was not contemptible in the days of Marc Antony and 
Cleopatra, and that they in the midst of their wonderful 
glory used angling as a principal recreation.^ And let me 
tell you that in the Scriptbre, angling is always taken in the 
best sense ; and that though hunting may be sometimes so 
taken, yet it is but seldom to be so understood. And let 
me iidd this more : he that views the ancient “ Ecclesiastical 
Canons,” shall find hunting to be forbidden to churchmen, 
as being a turbulent, toilsome, perplexing recreation ; and 


^ A trayeller, whose veracity is much questioned. — He has heen 
puuniugly uick-named Mendacious Pinto. He travelled for one-and-twenty 
years, cli icily iu the East, and, if we are to believe him, had many strange 
advontin-es and hair-breadth escapes : e. g. five times shix)wrecked, seven* 
teen times sold, and thirteen times made a slave. His voyages were first 
printod in Portuguese, at Lisl)on in 1614, and were trailSlat^ into English, 
by Henry Cogau, and X)ubliHhed in small folio, London, 1633. The x>assage 
alluded to occurs at x>age 319. — ^Ei>. 

- The account given by Plutarch is as follows: — “It woul^ be very 
tedious and trill lug to recount all his follies : but his fishing must not 
l)e forgot. He went out one day to angle with Cleox^tra, and being so 
unfortunate as to catch nothing in the presence of his mistress, he was 
very much vexed, and gave secret unlers to tlie fishermen to dive under 
water, ami jiut fishes that had been fresh taken upon his hook. After 
he iiad drawn up two or three, Cleox)atra perceived the trick ; she 
Xuetoudod, however, to he surprised at his good fortune and dexterity ; 
t(.>ld it to all her friends, and invited them to come and see him fish the 
next day. Accordingly, a very large cumixiny went out in the fishing 
vessels, and as soon as Antony had let down his line, she comnumded one of 
her servants to be beforehand with Antony’s, and diving into the water, 
to fix uxMin his hook a salted fish, one of those which were brought from 
the Euxine ikxt," — H. Shake8i)eare introduces this story in his ** Antony 
and Cleopatra,” act ii., sc. fi. 


a 
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shall find angling Allowed to clergymen, as being a harmless 
recreation, a recreation that invites them . ta contemplation * 
and quietness.^ 

I might here enlarge myselt, by telling you what 
commendations our learned Perkins bestows on angling: 
and how dear a lover, and great a practiser of it our 
learned Dr. Whitaker’ was; as indeed many others of 
great *learning have been. But I will content myself 
with two memorable men, that 
lived near to our own time, whom 
1 also take to have been orua* 
ments to the art of angling. 

^ The first is Db. Nowel, some* 
time dean of the cathedral church 
of St. Paul’s, in London, where 
his monument stands yet uude- 
foced a man that, in the re* 
formation of Queen Elizabeth, 
( 1550 ) not that of Henry VIII., 
DeanNowoL^ YPag go noted for his meek 

spirit, deep learning, prudence, and piety, that the then 
parliament and convocation, both, chose, enjoined, and 



' “CoTpuB Juris Canoiuci,”of Gregory XIII., edit. 1682, where the 
decree is found, Hi. Ixxxri. cap. 1 1. 

^ William Perkins was a learned divine, and a pious and painful prenchcr. 
Dr. William Whitaker, — ^an aide writer in the llomisli contri'versy, .and 
Begins Professor ofi Divinity in the University of Cambridge. They buth 
flourished at the latter end of the sixtceiith century. I remark the extreme 
caution of our author in this passage ; for he Kiys not, of Perkins, as he 
does of Whitaker, that he was a practiser of, but only that he besti>ws l in 
some of*his writings wc must conclude) great comineiidatioiiH mi angling. 
Perkins had Uie misfortune to want the use of his right liuiid : :us wc liud 
intimated in this distich on him ; — 

Dextera quamtnmviH fucrat tibi manca, docendi 
Pollebos iiiira dexteritate tameu. 

Though nature hath thee of thy right hand bereft. 

Right well thou writes! with thy hand that’s left. 

And therefore can hanlly be su]ip<\scd capable of even baiting his hoiik. 

The fact respecting Whitaker is thus attested by Dr. Fuller in his //iVy 
State, book iii. chap. 13. ^'Fishiug wdtli an angle is sninc ratlier a 
torture than a pleasure, to stand an hour as mute us the fisJi they meiin to 
take, — ^yet herevritlial Dr. Whitaker was much <leliglited."--ll. 

3 Dr. Alexander Nowel, a Iciirned divine, and a fumou.s i»reacher in the, 
reign of King Edward YI.; upon whose death he, with maiiv other protest- 
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trusted him to be the man to mahe a catechism for 
‘ public use, such a one as should stand as a rule for faith 
and manners to their posterity. And the good old man, 
though he was very learned, yet knowing that God leads us 
not to heaven by many, nor by hard questions — ^like an 
honest angler, made that good, plain, unperplexed catechism, 
which is printed with ourgood old ^‘Service-book.*’ ^ 1 say, 
this good man was a dear lover, and constant [practiser of 
angling, as any a^e can produce. And his custom was to 
spend — ^besides his fixed hours of prayer ; those hours which, 
by command of the Church were enjoined the clergy, and 
voluntarily dedicated to devotion by many primitive Christians; 
I say, besides those hours this good man was observed to 
spend a tenth part of his time in angling ; and also, (for I 
have conversed with those who have conversed with him,) to 
bestowing a tenth part 3f his revenue, and usually all his 
fish, amongst the poor that inhabited near to those rivers in 
ivhich it was caught ; saying often, “ That charity gave life 
to religion.” And, at his return to his house, would praise 
God he had spent that day free from worldly trouble ; both 
harmlessly, and in a recreation that became a churchman. 
And this good man was well content, if not desirous, that 
posterity should know he was an angler ; as may appear by 
his picture, now to be seen, and carefully kept, in Brazen- 
nose College; to which he was a liberal benefactor. In 
wliich picture he is drawn, — ^leaning on a desk; with his 
bible before him ; and on one hand of him, liis lines, hooks, 
nud other tackling, lying in a round; and on his other hand, 
are his angle-rods of several sorts, ^ and by them^ this is 

ants, fie^l (Tormany, where he lived many years. In 1561 he was made 
l)i:nii of St. Taul's ; and in 1601 died. The moniuncnt mentioned in the 
ti^xt was o<.msuine<l in tlic lire of London ; but the inscription thereon is 
{>ivst‘rvfd in Stowe's ** Survey.” An engraving of the monument itself is 
in Dugdale’s “ History of St. Paul’s Cathedral.” — II. 

* Who wtis the compiler of our present “Church Catechism,” is a con- 
triiviTted question. Nowel is said not to have been author of the ‘ brief* 
C ateohism in the Common Prayer, but of a larger Catechism, drawn up at 
the re«piest of Secretary Cecil, and approved by a convocation held 1562. 
Hawk ill's has a long note on the subject, but see Cardwell’s “Docu*. 
iiu utary Annals of the Helormed Church of England,” vol. i. p. 266. — Ed. 

" Fuller, in his “Worthies” (Lancashire, page 115), has thought it 
worili recording of this pious and learned divine^ that he was aocustumed 

a 2 
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written, “that lie died 13th Peb., IGOl, being aged 95 years, 
44 of which he had been dean of St. Paul’s church ; and 
that his age neither impaired his hearing, nor dimmed his 
eyes, nor weakened his memory, nor made any of tlie facul- 
ties of his mind weak or useless.” It is said that angling 
and temperance were great causes of these blessings. And 
I wish the like to all that imitate him, and love the memory 
of so gfbod a man. 

My next and last example shall be that undervaluer of 
money, the late Provost of Eton College, Sir Henry Wotton:* 



Tho Thames, near Windsor. 

to fish in the Thames; and having one day left his hottlo of ale in the grass, 
on the hank of the river, he found it some days after, no Ixittle hut a 
stecA the sound at the opening thereof. And hence he seems to derive 
the origin^of bottled ale in Engkind. — H. 

* See some account of him in the Life of W.alton, aji/e, p. 1 4. Tlic good 
provost hod a 'fishing-iiouse in tlie Thames, near Windsor, where he u.seil 
to enjoy his qniet sport and the society of “the ever welcome company ” of 
his friend Walton, “at the time of the fly and the cork. ” The whole srieiu- is 
well suited to a lover of angling. A little green lawn slopes gently down to 
the river, and on the top of it is a modest flsjfiing-hoiise, snch n one as ti’c; may 
suppose the provost and his friend lui^ht retire to, cither for shelter or to par. 
take of fishermen's fare. It stands on an ayte, round which the pellucid river 
finds its way. To the left, the turrets of Windsor Castle are seen through a 
vista of magnificent elms ; and to the right, the chapel nnd college of Eton, 
with their venerable and l)eantiful architecture. Near hy, arc graceful 
willows, .amongst which the sedge-bird and the willow-wren sing in concert 
day and night. The property still belongs to Eton College, and is ronWd by 
Mr. Batcheldor, of Windsor, a worthy and expert brother of the angle. — Eu. 
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II man with whom I have often fished and conversed ; a man 
wliosc foreign employments in the service of this nation — 
and whose experience, learning, wit, and cheerfulness — 
made his company to be esteemed one of the delights of 
mankind. This man, whose very approbation of angling 
were sufficient to convince any modest cejisurer of it ; this 
man was, also, a most dear lover, and a frequent practise!* 
of the art of angling ; of which he would say, “ It was an 
employment for his idle time, which was not th^n idly 
spent ; foe angling was, after tedious study, “ a rest to his 
mind, a cheercr of his spirits, a diverter of sadness, a calmer 
of unquiet thoughts, a moderator of passions, a procurer of 
contentedness;” and ^‘that it begat habits of peace and 
patience in those that professed and practised it.’* Ihdeed, 
my friend, you will find angling to be like the virtue of 
humility ; which has a calmness of spirit, and a world of 
other blessings attending upon it. Sir, this was the saying 
of that learned man. 

And 1 do easily believe, that peace and patience, and 
a calm content did cohabit in the cheerful heart of Sir 
Hqpry Wotton; because I know that, when he was be- 
yond seventy years of age, he made this description of a 
part of the present pleasure that possessed him^ as he sat 
quietly, in a summer’s evening, on a bank u-fishiug. It 



is a description of the spring ; which, because it glided 
as soft and sweetly from his pen, as that river does, at 
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this time, by which it was then made, I shall repeat it 
unto you : — 

This day dome Nature seem'd in love : 

The lusty sap began to move ; ^ 

Fresh juice did stir th* embracing vines, 

And birds had drawn their valentines. 

The jealous trout, that low did lie. 

Rose at a well-dissembled flie; ^ 

There stood my friend, with patient skill. 

Attending of his trembling quill. 

Already woro the eaves possest 
With the swift Pilgrim's ^ daubed nest; 

The gi'oves already did rejoice 
In Philomel's triumphing voice. 

The showers wereshoi^ the weather mild. 

The morning fresh, the evening smiled. 

Joan takes her neat-rubb'd pail, and now 
She trips to milk the sand-red cow, — 

. Whero, for some sturdy foot-b^l swain, 

Joan strokes a syllabub or twain. 

The fields and g^ens wer#b^t 
. With tulips, crocus, violet : 

And now, though late, the modest rose 
Bid more than half a blush disclose. 

Thus all looks gay, and full of cheer, 

To welcome the now liveiy'd year. 

These were the thoughts that then possessed the undis- 
turbed mind of Sir Henry Wotton. Will you hear the 
wish of another angler, and the commendation of his happy 
life, whicli be aiso sings in verse; viz. Jo. Davors, Esq. : — 

Lot me live harmlessly ; and near the brink 
Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling place, — 

Whore I may see my quill, or cork, down sink 
With eager bite of perch, or bleak, or dace ; 

And on the world and my Creator think : 

* Whilst some men ^rive ill-gotten goods t’einbrace ; 

And others spend their time in base excess 
Of wine, — or, worse, in war and wantonness : 

Let them that list, these pastimes still pureuc. 

And on such pleasing fancies feed their fill : — 

So I the fields aud meadows green may view. 

And daily by fresh rivers walk at will. 

Among the daisies and the violets blue. 

Red hyacinth, and yellow dafibdil. 

Purple narcissus like the morning rays, 

Palo gouder-gi-ass, and uzurc culver-keyes ; 


‘ The swallow. 






CHAP, ij 


THE riBST DAY. 


87 


1 count it higher pleasure, to behold 
Tlic stately compass of the lofty sky ; 

And in the midst thereof, like burning gold. 

The flaming chariot of the world's great eye ; 

The watery clouds, that in the air up-roll'd, 

With sundxy kinds of painted colours fly ; 

And fair Auron^ lifting up her head, • 

Still blushing, rise fironi old Tithonus'bed ; 

The hills and mountains raised from the plains ; 

The plains extended, level with the ground; 

The groundai, divided into sundry veins ; 

The veins, inclosed with rivers running round ; 

These rivers, making way through nature's chains, 

With headlong course into the sea profound ; 

The raging sea, beneath the valleys low, 

Where lakes and rills and rivulets do flow ; 

The lofty woods, — ^the forests wide and long, — 

Adorn'd with leaves, and branches fi'esh and greeny 

In whose cool bowers the birds with many a song, 

Do welcome with their quire the summer's Queen ; 

The meadows fair, where Flora's gifts .among 
Are intermixt, with verdant grass between ; 

The silver-scaled fish that softly swim 

Within the sweet brook's crysted wat'ry stream. 

All these, and many more, of His creation 
That made the heavens, the Angler oft doth see. 

Taking therein no little delectation, 

To think how strange, how wonderful they be ; 

Framing thereof an inward contemplation, 

To set his heart from other fancies free; 

And whilst he looks on these with joyful eye, 

His mind is mpt above the starry sky. 

Sir, I am glad my memory has not lost these last 
verses, because they are somewhat more pleasant more 
suitable to May-day, than my harsh discourse. And I am 
glad your patience hath held out so long, as to hear them 
and nio, for both together have brought us within the sight 
of the Thatch’d-liouse : and I must be your debtor, if you 
lliiiik it worth your attention, for the rest of my promised 
discourse, till some other opportunity, and a like time of 
leisure. 

/ Vvi. Sir, you have angled me on with much pleasure to 
tlie Thatcli’d-Iiouso ; and I now find your words true, “ That, 
good company makes the way seem short for, trust me, 
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sip, I thought we had wnuied three miles of this house till 
you showed it to me. But now we are at it, we’ll turn into 
it, and refresh ourselves with a cup of drink, and a little 
rest. 

JPisc. Most gladly, sir ; and we’ll drink a civil cup to all 
the otter-huntert that are to meet you to-morrow. 

ren. That we will, sir, and to all the lovers of angling 
too, of which number I .am now willing to be one m} self ; 
for by^ihe help of your good discourse and company, 1 have 
put on new thoughts both of the art of angling, and of all 
that profess it. And if you will but meet me to-morrow at 
the time and place appointed ; and bestow one day with me 
and my friends, in hunting the otter, I will dedicate the 
next Irwo days to wait upon you ; and we two will, for that 
time, do nothing but angle, and talk of fish and fishing. 

JPUc, It is a match, sir ; 1 will not fail you, God willing, to 
be at Amwell-uill to-morrow mprning before sun-rising. 




THE SECOND DAY. 

CHAPTER II. 

OBSERVjITIOSS of thk otter and chub. 


Venator, IMy friend Piscator, you Lave kept time \rith 
my thoughts ; for the sun is just rising, and I myself just 
now conic to this place, and the dogs have just now put 
down an otter. Look ! down at the bottom of the hill 
tliere, in that meadow, chequered witli water-lilies and lady- 
smocks ; there you may see what work they make ; look ! 
look ! you may see all busy ; men and dogs : dogs aj^d men ; 
all busy. 

J^isc, Sir, I am right glad to meet you ; and glad to have 
so fair an entrance into this day’s sport ; and glad to see so 
many dogs, and more men, all in pursuit of the otter. Let 
us compliment no longer, but join unto them. Come, honest 
A'enator ! let us be gone, let us make haste ; I long to be 
doing; no reasonable hedge or ditch shall hold me. 

Ven, Gentleman huntsman, whore found you this otter P 

Hunt, Marry, sir, we found her a mile from this place 
a-iishiiig. She has this morning eaten the greatest part of 
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this trout she has only loft thus much of it as you see, 
and was fishing for more ; when we came wo found her just 
at it : but we were here very early, we were here an hour 
before sun-rise, and have given her no rest since we came ; 
sure she will hardly escape all these dogs and men. I am 
to have the skin if we kill her. 

Ven. Why, sir, what is the skin worth ? 

Hunt. It is worth ten shillings, to make gloves ; the gloves 
of an otter are the best fortification for your hands that can 
be thought on against wet weather. 

Pifc. 1 pray, honest huntsman, let me ask you a pleasant 
question ; do ^ou hunt a beast or a fish ? 

Hunt. Sir, it is not in my power to resolve you ; I leave it 
to be ^solved by the college of Carthusians, who have made 
vows never to eat fiesh. But I have heard, the question hath 
been debated among many great clerks : and they seem to 
difier about it: yet most agree tljpt her tail is fish.* And 
if her body be fish too, then I may say that a fish will walk 
upon land ; for an otter does so, sometimes, five or six, or 
ten miles in a night,^ to catch, for her young ones, or to glut 
herself with fish. And I can tell you that pigeons will fly 
forty miles for a breakfast. But, sir, I am sure the otter 
devours much fish ; and kills and spoils much more than he 
eats. And I can tell you, that this dog-fisher, for so the 

* Would ye preserve a num’rous finny race ? 

Let your fierce dogs the rav’nous otter chose ; 

Th' amphibious monster ranges all the shores, 

Darts through the waves, and every haunt explores.'* 

Gat. 

* Walton takes his account of the Otter from Topsell’s ** History of Four- 
footed Beasts," London, 160% who translates from Gesner's Jlktoria 
NaturediSf 1551. The reader is not likely to adopt implicitly any of the 
early writers as a present authority in the science of natural history, and 
need hardly be told that no part of the otter is fish. See a good account of 
the animal in Mrs. Loudon’s ‘‘Entertaining Naturalist.'* — Er>. 

^ Au otter, when there is a scarcity of fish, will go to farm-yards far 
inland, to fe^ on poultry, rabbits, suckiug-pigs, &c. It may be tamed, 
and taught to catch fish enough to sustain not only himself but a whole 
family ; and Bewick relates au instance of a tamo ottt'r, which followed 
his master like a dog, and obeyed the word of command. Nothing can 
well be imagined more graceful than its movements in the water. They 
have occasionally been found drowned in the cel-IxiskeUs, ur bucks, set in 
the river Thames, but always during high floods. — Ed. 
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Latins call him, can smell a fish* in the water an hundred 
yards from him : Gesner says much further — and that his 
stones are good against the falling [sickness ; and that there 
is an herb, benione, which, being hung in a linen-cloth, near 
a fish-pond, or any haunt that he uses, makes him to avoid 
the place ; which proves he smells both by water and land. 
And 1 can tell you, there is brave hunting this water-dog in 
Cornwall : where there h^ve been so many, that our learned 
Camden says, there is a river called Ottersey, which ^'as so 
named, by reason of the abundance of otters that bred and 
fed in it. 

And thus much for my knowledge of the otter : which 
you may now see above water at vent, and the dogs close 
with him; I now see he will not last long. Pollow, ‘there- 
fore, my masters, follow; for Sweetlips was like to have 
him at this last vent. 

Veil, Oh me; all the lyirse are got over the river; what 
shall we do now P shall we follow them over the water p 

Hunt No, sir, no: be not so eager; stay a little, and 
follow me : for both they and the dogs will be suddenly on 
this side again, I warrant vou, and the otter too, it may be. 
Now have at him with Killbuck, for he vents again.^ 

Ven, Marry ! so he does ; for, look ! he vents in that 
corner. Now, now, Bingwood has him : now, he is gone 
again ; and has bit the poor dog. Now, Sweetlips has her ; 
hold her, Sweetlips ! now all the dogs have her ; some above 
and some under water : but, now, now, she is tired, and past 
losing. Come bring her to me, Sweetlips.. Look I it is a 
bitch-otter, and she has lately whelped. Let’s go to the 
place where she was put down ; and, not far from it, you 
will find all her young ones, 1 dare warrant you, and kill 
them all too. 

Hunt, Come, gentlemen ! come all ! let’s go to the place 
where w’e put down the otter. Look you ! hereabout it was 
that she kennelled ; look you ! here it was indeed ; for here 

^ The otter, after swimming sometime under water to escape his 
pursuers, lifts his head to vent or breathe. — E d. 

The ri'al utter-hound is believed to be extinct in this country. Lord 
Cadugaii having had the last. The peculiarity of the breed consists in their 
hav ing a valve in the ear to prevent the entrance of water, and being 
web-iuuted to the extremity uf the feet.— Ed. 
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acre ber joUlig oiies, no Iras than five; comi^ let ns kill 
them all. : ' 



t 

Pt«c. No : I pray, sir, save me one ; and 1*11 try if I can 
make her tame, as I know ansingenious gentleman in 
Leicestershire, Mr. Nich. Seagravc, has done ; who hath 
not only made her tame, but to catch fish, and do many 
other things of much pleasure. 

Hunt Take one, with all my heart ; but let us kill the 
rest. And now let’s go to an honest ale-house, where we 
may have a cup of good barley wine, and sing Old and 
all of us rejoice together. 

■ Ven. Come, my friend Piscator, let me invite you along 
with us. I’ll bear your charges this night ; and you ^liall 
bear mine to-morrow — for my intention is to accompany 
you a day or two in fishing. 

Fisc. Sir, your reipicst is granted; and T sliall be right 
glad, both to exchange such a courtesy, and also to enjoy 
your company. 

^ Tlie following arc the words <tf “ Old Rose — 

OLD KOSK. 

Now wn’re met like /-ivial fellMws, 

Let ns d») as wise iiieii tell ns, 

Sing Old Ro.se and hum the liellows ; 

Let ns do as wise men tell us. 

Sing, iV«', 

^Vhen the jowl w'ith claret glows, 

And wisdom sliiiic.< u|hiii the nose. 

0 tiieirs tin; time to sing t)ld lluse, 

A^lKl burn, huni, the liolt^ws. 

Thc4>ellows, ami burn, bum, the bellows, the billy w . 




THE,THIRD DAY. 

CITAPTER II. 

{Continved,) 



Ten, Well, now let’s go to your sport of angling. 

Fisc. Let’s be going with all my heart. God keep you 
all, gentlemen; and send you meet, this day, with another 
biteh-ottcr, and kill lier merrily, and all her young ones too. 

/>;?. Now, Piscator, where will you begin to fish ? 

Fisc.'Wii are not yet come to a likely place ; I must walk 
a mile further yet before I begin. • 

Ten. Well, then, I pray, as wo walk, tell me freely, how 
do you like your lodging, and mine host and the company? 
Is not mine host a witty man ? 

Pise. Sir, I will tell you, presently, what I think of your 
boat i but, first, 1 will tell you, I am glad these otters w'ere 
killed; and I am sorry there are no more otter-killers; for 
1 kn(}w that the want of otter-killers, and the not keeping 
the fence-months for the preservation of fish, will, in time, 
])rove the destruction of all rivers. And those very few 
that are left, that make conscience of the laws of the 
nation,' and of keeping days of abstinence, will be forced 

^ This piissagc, wliicli from Is not mine Host a witty man,** down to 
** I speak truly/’ on the next page, is not in the first edition, alludes to 
a st'itute, 5 Eliz., enacting, that any person who eats fleA on the usual 
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to eat flesh, or suffer more inconveniences than are yet 
foreseen. 

Ven, Why, sir, what be those that you call the fence- 
months ? 

JPiac, Sir, they ho principally three, namely, March, April, 
and May ; for these dc the usual months that salmon come 
out of the sea, to spawn,* in most fresh rivers. And their 
fry would, about a certain time, return back to the salt- 
water, if they were not hindered by wires and unlawful gins,- 
which the greedy flshermen set; and so destroy them by 
thousands, as they (the fry) would, being so taught by nature, 
change the fresh for salt water. He that shall view the wise 
statutes made in the 13th of Edward 1., and the like in 
Bichard II., may see several provisions made against the 
destruction of flsh ; and though I profess no knowlcilge of 
the law, yet I am sure the regulatfon of these defects might 
be easily mended. But I remember that a wise friend of 
mine did usually say, “ That which is every body’s business 
is no body’s business:” — ^if it were otherwise, there could 
not be so many nets, and fish, that are under the statute- 
size, sold daily amongst us ; and of which the conservators 
of the waters should be ashamed.^ 

But, above all, the taking fish in spawning-time, may be 
said to be against nature ; it is like taking the dam on the 
nest when she hatches her young — a sin so against nature, 
that Almighty God hath in the Levitical law made a law 
against it. 

But the poor fish have enemies enough besides sucli unna- 

fish daySj'shall forfeit £3, or ^inclcrgo three months* imprisonmeut. The 
object of the Act seems to have been more the encouragement of the 
fisheries than religious observance. — ^£! p. 

^ Salmon spawn principally in November and December, and rarely 
after March. The hiirtoiy of the Salmon is ably given in Yarreirs ‘ * Di iti.sh 
Fishes.**— E p. 

^ She Thames PreservaUon Society have done much good in preventing 
the unlawful practices Walton here complains of. — En. 

* About the year 1770 — upon the trial of an indictment, before nio, at 
Hicks's Unll — a basket was produced in eridenee, containing fiouziders that 
had been taken with unlawful nets in tbe river Thames, so small that 
scarce any one of them would cover a half-crown piece. Tlie indictment 
was for an affray, and an assault on a persmi authorised to seize unsla- 
tutable nets ; and the sentence of the offender was a year's iijji>nsoumc'ut 
in Newgate. — H. 
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tural fishermen; as, namely, the otters that I spake of, the 
cormorant, the bittern, the osprey, the seagull, the hern, the 
king-fisher, the gorara, the puet,' the awan, goose, duck, and 
the crabber, which some call the wateb-bat r against all 



Tho Watei^Rat, 

which any honest man may make a just quarrel — ^but I will 
not ; 1 will leave them to be quarrelled with and killed by 
others : for 1 am not of a cruel nature, 1 love to kill nothing 
but fish. 

And, now, to your question concerning your host : To 
speak truly, he is not to me a good companion ; for^ost of 
his conceits were either scripture jests — or, lascivious jests — 
for which I count no man witty ; for the devil will help a 
man that way inclined, to tho first ; and his own corrupt 
nature, which lie always carries with him, to the latter. But 
a companion that feasts the company with wit and mirth, 
and leaves out the sin which is usually mixed with them, he 
is the man ; and indeed such a companion should have his 
charges borne ; and to such company 1 hope to bring you 

* Probably the peewit-gull. — Hennie, 

" It is not, perhaps, generally known that the water-rat is very de- 
structive to hsh. I have had proofs of this in Hampton-Court Qardens. 
— Ei). 
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this night ; for at Trout-hall, not far from this place, where 
I purpose to lodge to-night, there is usually an angler that 
proves good company. And, let me tell you, good company 
and good discourse are the very sinews of virtue. But for 
such discourse as we heard last night, it infects others ; the 
very boys will learn to talk and swear, as they heard mine 
host, and another of the company that shall be nameless : — 
I am Sorry the other is a gentleman ; for less religion will 
not save their souls than a beggar’s : I think more will be 
required at the last great day. Well! you know what 
example is able to do ; and I know what the poet says in 
like case — which is w'orthy to be noted by all parents and 
people of civility • 


-many a one 

Owes to his eouiUry his Bjoac^on ; 

And in AiroTnER, would ns strongly grow, 

Had but his nurse or mother taught him so. 

This 18 reason put into verse, and 'worthy the considera- 
tion of a wise man. But of this no more ; for though I 
love civility, yet I hate severe censures. 1*11 to my own art ; 
and I doubt not but at yonder tree I shall catch a cliub : 
and then we’ll turn to an honest cleanly liostess, that 1 
know right well ; rest ourselves there ; and dress it for our 
dinner. 

Fen. Ob, sir! a chub is the worst fish that swdms; 1 
hoped for a trout to my dinner. 

Pise. Trust me, sir, there is not a likely place for a trout 
hereabqut : and we staid so long to take our leave of your 
huntsman this morning, that the sun is got so high, and 
shines so clear, that I will not undertake the catching of a 
trout till evening. And tliough a chub he, by you and many 
others, reckoned the "worst of fish, yet you shall see I’ll make 
it a good fish by dressing it. 

Fen. Why, how will you dress him ? 

P/tfc. 1*11 tell you by aud by, when I have caught him. 
Look you here, sir, do you see ? (but you must stand very 
close), there lie upon the top of the water, in this very hole, 
twenty chubs. I’ll catch only one, and that shall bo the 
biggest of them all: and that I %vill do so, I’ll hold you 
twenty to one :.1ind you shall see it done. 
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/>«. Ay, marry, sir, now you talk like an artist ; and Til 
say you are one, n'li(*ii I shall see you perform what you 
say you can do : but i yet doubt it. 

Pisr. You shall not doubt it long ; for you shall see me 
do it presently. Look ! the biggest of these chubs has had 
some bruise upon liis tail, by a pike, or some other accident; 
and that looks like a white spot. That very chub 1 mean 
to put into your hands presently ; sit you but down in tlii^ 
sliade ; and stay but a little while ; and, I’ll warrant ydu, I’ll 
bring him to you. 

Ven. I’ll sitdomi; and hope well, because you seem to 
be so confident. 

Fisc, Look you, sir, there is a trial of my skill ; there ho 



Chub. 


i.s : lli.at v(My chub, lliat I showed you, witli a while spot on 
liis tail. And I’ll be as certain, to make him a good dish of 
moat, as 1 was to catch him ; I’ll now lead you to an honest 
ale-house, where we shall find a cleanly room, lavender iii 
llie windows, and twenty ballads stuck against the wall, 
'fhere juy hostess — which, I may tell you, is both cleanly, 
and liaiulsomc, and civil — hath dressed many a one for me ; 
and shall now dross it after my fashion ; and I warrant it 
g*hid mt*at. 

I'm. Come, sir, ^^ilh all my heart; for I begin to be 
hmi!,o*v, and long l») be at it, and indeed to rest myself 
loo,-- -for though I have walked but four miles this morning, 

u 
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yet I begiu to be wearj',— yesterday’s hunting hangs still 
upon me. 

Pmc. W ell, sir, and you shall quickly bo at rest, for yonder 
is the house 1 mean to bring you to. 

Come, hostess ! how do you do ? Will you first give us a 
cup of your best drink ; and then dress this chub, as you 
dressed my last, when I and my friend were her(' about 
eight oir ten days ago ? But you must do me one courtesy ; 
it must be done instantly. 

So9t, I will do it, Mr. Piscator, and with all the speed T 
can. 

!Now, air, has not my liostcss made haste ? and docs 
not the fisli look lovely ? 

Ven, Both, upon my word, sir; and therefore let’s say 
grace, and fall to eating of it. 

Fisc, Well, sir, how do you like it ? 

Fen. Trust me, ’tis as good meSt as I ever tasted. Now 
let me thank you for it ; drink to you ; and beg a courtesy of 
you, — but it must not bo denied me. 

Piw?. What is it, I p»y, sirp You are so modest, thaj; 
methinks I nmy- promise to grant it, before it is asked. 

Ven, Why, sir, it is, that from henceforth you will allow 
me to call you inaster, and that really I may be your scholar; 
for you are such a companion, and have so quickly caught, 
.and so excellently cooked this fish, as makes mo ambitious 
to be your scholar. 

Pise. Give me your hand. From this time forward I will 
be your master,* and teach you as much of this art as I am 
.able ; and will, as you desire me, tell you somewhat of tli<' 
nature of most of the fish that we are to angle for, and T am 
sure I Both can and will tell you, more than any commoji 
angler yet knows. 
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CHAPTER III. 

now To risii yoUf avt> to dkess the ciiavender, or ciiuk. 

J^israfor. The chub, tbougli lie cat well, thus dressed; 
yet ns lie is usually dressed, he does not. He is objected 
against, not only for being full of small forked bones, dis- 
persed through all his body, but that he eaCs waterish, and 
tliat the ilesh of him is not firm, but short and tasteless. 
The Fren(*h esteem him so mean, as to call him un^illain, 
Nevertheless, he may be so dresseS, as to make him very- 
good meat ; as namely, if he bo a large chub, then dress 
him thus: — 

I'irst, scale him ; and then wash him clean ; and then take 
imt liis guts, — and to that end make the hole as little, and 
iit ar to his gills, as you may conveniently. And, especially, 
nuike cloaii his tliroat from the grass and weeds that are 
usually in it ; for if tiiat be not very clean, it will make him 
taste very sour. Having so done, put some sweet herbs 
into his belly ; and then tie him with two or three splinters 
to a spit : and roast him, basted often with vinegar, or 
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rather veijuice and butter, and with good store of salt 
mixed with it. 

Being thus dressed, you will find him a much better dish 
of meat than you, or most folk, even than anglers themselves 
do imagine. For this dries up the fiuid watery humour with 
which all chubs do abound. 

But take this rule with you, that a chub newly taken 
and newly dressed, is so much better than chub of a day’s 
keeping after he is dead, that I can compare him-— to 
nothing so fitly as— to cherries newly gathered from a tree, 
and otliers that havo been bruised and lain a day or two in 
water. But the chub being thus used ; and dressed pre- 
sently : and not waslied after he is gutted — for note, — that 
lying long in water, and washing the blood out of any fish 
after they bo gutted, abates much of their sweetness — yon 
will find the chub (being dressed in the blood, and quickly) 
to be such meat as will recoiiipense your labour, and 
disabuse your opinion. 

Or you may dress the chavender or chub thus : — 

When you have scaled him, and cut off his tail and fins, 
and washed him very clean ; — then chine or slit him throu'jfh 
the middle, as a salt fish is usualLy cut ; then give him three 
or four cuts or scot(!hes on the back w ith your knife ; and 
broil him on charcoal or wood coal, that is free from smoke. 
And all the time h(j is broiling, baste him with the 
sweet butter, and good store of salt mixed witli it. And !o 
this, add a little thyme cut exceedingly small, or bniiscd 
into tlie butt(?i. The cheveii thus dressed hath tlic watery 
lastc taken away, for which so many except against him. 
Thus was the ehovou dressed that you m»\v lik(*d so ^\e!i, 
and commended so much. But note again, that if this 
chub, tliat you oat of, had been kejit till to-morrow, he limi 
not been wortli a rush. And remember, — that his ihrt>;ii 
be washed very dean, I say very eleaii, — and his body n<»; 
washed after he is gutted, a^j indeed no fisli .should br.' 

* Every cuokory beuk, Irom Mrs. <li»\vn 1<- M. Sm;. . .r!\< s 

ilireeiions lor dressiug this niitl other iii.si}ii,l .-diu hony -.s i< lu.i;.,- 

tlicin |iahitahle. M. trover, in I'urti./iilar, is wry ciirnijj't.u.tial, i.< 
some extent, novel. AlL-r :{11, wo are in.’liiud t - . * ...i..' 

vaui iniciiN que 1e imisson." — Ei>. 
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Well, scholar, you see what pains I have taken to recover 
the lost credit of the poor despised chub. And now I will 
give you some rules how to catch him : and I am glad to 
enter you into the art of fishing by catching a chub ; for 
there is no better fish to enter a young angler, — he is so 
easily caught, but then it must be this particular way. 

Go to the same hole in which I caught my chub ; where, 
in most hot days, you will find a dozen or twenty chevens 
floating near the top of the water. Get two or three 
grasshoppers as you go over the meadow: and get secretly 
behind the tree, and stand as free from motion ns possible. 



'riiciL put a grasshopper on your hook ; and let your hook 
hang a ijuartcr of a yard short of the water, to which end 
you must rest your rod on some bough of the tree. But it 
is likely the chubs will sink down towards the bottom of tho 
water, at the first shadow of your rod : for the chub is tho 
fearf iilest of lishes ; aud will do so if but a bird flies over 
him, and makes tho least shadow' on tlio water. But they 
will presently rise up to the top again, and there lie soaring 
till some shadow .aifrights them again. I say, when they lie 
on the top of the w'ater, look out tho best chub ; which you, 
s(*tting yourself in a fit place, may very easily sec ; and move 
your roil, as softly as a snail moves,* to that chub you 

‘ ‘'No throu'ino/' Hiiys Titiia, in Black w^joiVh Magazine; your 

»Yi :i«i "oiitly ;iH a thief at a jmblie ilinner his hand in the high 
'iioiiirs 
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intend to catcli ; let your bait fall gently on^ the water 
three or four inches before him, and In* will infallibly take 
the bait. And you will be as sure to • m ; for he is 
one of the leather-mouthed fishes, of which a liook docs 
scarcely ever lose its hold, — and therefore give him play 
enough before you oftcr to take him out of the water. Go 
your way presently ; take my rod, and do as I bid you ; 
and l.wiil sit down and mend my tacklin-/ lill you return 
back. 

Ven. Truly, my loving master, you have l iii-red me as fair 
as I could wish. 1*11 go and observe your directions. 

Look you, master, what I have done ! that which joys my 
licart, caught just such another chub as yours was. 

blurry ! and I am glad of it : 1 am like to liave a 
towardly scholar of you. 1 now see, that wdth advice and 

E ructice, you will make an anglen in a short time. Have 
ut a love to it : and I’ll warrant you. 

Ven» But master! what if I could not liave found a 
grasshopper ? 

Fisc, Then I may tell jrou, that a black snail, ‘ with his 
belly slit, to show the white; or a piece of soft cheese;- 
will usually do as well. Kay, sometimes a worm ; or any 
kind of fly, os the ant-fly, the flesh-fly, or wall-fly ; or the dor 
or beetle, which you may find under cow-dung ; or a bob, 
which you will find in the same place, and in time will bo a 
beetle, — it is a short white worm, like to and bigger than a 
gentle ; or a cod-worm ; or a case-worm ; any of these will 
do very well to fish in such a manner. 

And after this manner you may catch a trout, in a hot 
evening; when as you walk by a brook, and shall see or liear 
him leap at flies ; then if you get a grasshopper, put it oii 
your hook, with your line about two yards long; stamliiiL^ 
behind a hush or tree where his hole is, and make your hail, 
stir up and down on the top of the water ; you may, if \«.ii 

* llivwiip snyi? tli.'it j'liiit f:«kf snail in tin'; inin nln!'. I.iii 
ilio lu'at of the (lay, .-wul .uilvisvs the lti> in 

tlifit Nature initstiioin fortli.- -Kn. 

“ Uofl.'iDii fouiul tlli^ I'ait, .ilwiiii till* .-iz»' of .'i Ijazfinui. vi i v 
fur l»uih ohiilt jiiiil UirU^I. siu-li Uiits it is u.sunl t ' T':>ii 

liottfun of <lcL‘n UuU% or nt llio foot uf mills m- rivvrs. .iiiii if ,tit 
shouM hr small. Tin* luiit slmnM ilr *iiiu J in ^ Mi 
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stand close, be sure of a bite, but not sure to catch Iiiiii,— 
for he is not a leather-mouthed fish. And after this manner 
you may fish for him with almost any kind of live fly, but 
especially with a grasshopper. 

Ten, But before you go further, I pray, good master, 
what mean you by a leather-mouthed fish P 

l^isc. By a leather-mouthed fish, I mean such as have thbir 
teeth in their throat, as the chub or cheven ; and jso the 
barbel, the gudgeon, and carp, and divers others have. And 
the hook being stuck into the leather, or skin of tlie mouth of 
Bucli fisli ; does very seldom or never lose its hold : but on 
the contrary, a pike, a perch, or trout, and so some other 
fish, which have not tlieir teeth in their throats, but in their 
moutlis ; which you shall observ'C to be very full of bones, 
nnd the skin very thin, and little of it ; I say, of these fisli 
:i;he hook never tekes so ^re hold, but you often lose your 
fish, unless he have gorged it. 

Ten, I thank you, good master, for this observation. But 
now, what shall be done n*ith my chub or cheven that I have 
•caught? 

Pise. Marry! sir, it shall be given away to some poor 
body ; for I’ll warrant you I’ll give you a trout for your 
supper : and it is a good beginning of your art to offer your 
first-fruits to the poor, wdio wdll both thank you and God for 
it, Avhich I see by your silence you seem to consent to. And 
for your willingness to part with it so charitably, 1 will also 
■teach more concerning chub-fishing : you are to note, that 
in jMnrch and April he is usually taken with worms ; in May, 
<?uiie, and July, he will bite at any fly, or at cherries, — or 
^'it beetles with their legs and wings cut oft', — or at ftny kind 
of snail, — or at a bljurk bee, that breeds in clay w^alls. And 
he never refuses a gi’asshopper, on the top of a swift stream; * 
nor. at the bottom, the young humble bee that breeds in 
long grass, and is ordinarily found by the mower of it. In 
August, and in the cooler months, a yellow paste, made of 
1 lie strongest cheese, and pounded in a mortar, with a little 
liutier and saffron, so much of it as being beaten small will 

' In tlic Th.'iirios, Uichiiioiitl, tlie way of using tlie grass- 

for chilli, is to Hsli with it a.s with an artificial fly ; the firat joiiitK of 
ilii- Ic^s lnu^t Ih* |iiiichc(l oif ; and in this way — when the weeds are rotten, 
Mhifh is sfldt'Mi till St'|>tvnilM'r the largest ihu;e are taken. — II. 
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turn it to a lemon colour. And some make a paste, lor the 
Avintcr iiiontlis (at which time the cliuh is. :io<-ouuted best; 
for then it is observed, that tlic forkcii ;tre lost, or 

turned into u kind of gristle, especially oe bak(?d), ot 
cheese and turpentine. lie will bite also at a minnow’, or 
penk ; as a trout will : of which I shall tell you more 
hereafter, and of divers other baits. But take this for a 
rule, that in hot weather he is to be fished for towards the 
mid-water, or near the top ; and in colder w'eather, nearer the 
bottom. And if you fish for him on the top, with a beetle, 
or any ily ; then be sure to let your line be very long, and to 
keep out of sight. And having told you that his spawu is 
excellent meat, — and that tlio head of a large eheven, the 
throat being well washed, is the best part of him, — L will 
say no more of this fish at present, but wish you may catch 
the next you fish for. ^ 

But, lest you may judge me too nice in urging to have 
the chub dressed so presently after he is taken, 1 will 
commend to your consideration how curious former times 
have been in the like kind. 

You shall read in Seneca’s ‘‘Natural Questions,” lib. iii. 
cap. 17, that the ancients were so curious in the newness of 
their lish, that that seemed not new’ enough that was not 
put alive into the guest’s hand. And he says, that to that 
end they did usually keep them living in gla ’ -s in 
their dining-rooms; and they did glory mucu, in iheir 
entertaining of friends, to have that fish taken from under 
their table alive that was instantly to be fed upon. And he 
says, they took great pleasure to see their mullets change to 
several colours, when they were dying. But enough of this ; 
for I doubt 1 have stayed too long from giving you some 
observations of the trout, and how’ to lish for him, — which 
shall take up the next of my spare time.^ 

* Thv ImiiiitH of the elnib .Mre streniiis with tixH^s ; in isujnint'r, 

<li‘q) hnles, — whei*e they will sometimes Hoat iiwir the surface nf the wai,T; 
ami nmler the houghs, on the side of a Iwink. Their s|).'iwniug.tii«e is 
townnls the K-ginning of Ajiril : they are in season from alhiiit the midiilo 
of May, till tlie middle of Fehniary ; hut are iH'st in winter. At inid-wabT, 
.iiul at iNittoin, nsM* a fl«»at; at tin», either dil», or. if y.*ii have rnoui, 
the fly-line as for tnnit. Thej aiv so eager in hiting. that, when th« y\.*tko 
the bait, you may hear their jaws ^•hll}l like tlu-e H. 
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w]J>KllYATI<.».V.s OK THK NATVUK AS1> BKKKUlMi OK THE TROl’T, AND HOW 
To ri5>ll Foil HIM. AND THE MILK.MV1 D's {SONfJ. 

- 

Fiitcffior, Till' trout is a iisli hi^lily valued, botli in this 
and foreign nations, .lie may bo justly said, a< tlio old poet 
said of wine, and we English say of veiiiaoii, to be a generous 
iish : a fish that is so like the buck, that he also has liis 
si'asons ; for it is observed, that he comi's in and goes out of 
sea.son with the stag and buck. Oesnkii says, his name is 
of (jerinan offspring ; 
and ho says he is a fish 
1 liat feeds clean and 
juirely, in the swiftest 
st reams, and on the hard- 
est gravel ; and that he 
inay justly contend with 
all fresh-water fish; as 
tlie mullet may with all 
sea-fish, for precedency 
and daintiness of t*^ste ; 
and that being in right 
seaspn, tlie most dainty 
palates have allowed pre- 
cedency to him. 

And before I go further 
into my discourse, let me tell you, that you are to observe, 
that as there be some barren does that are good in summer, 
so there be some barren trouts * that are good in winter ; 

* ProlKiliIy male trout, wliicli have sheil their milt, and have not 
r.-eoviT imI. — Ed. 
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but there are not many that are bo ; for usually they he in 
their perfection in the month of May, and decline Vith tlie 
buck. Now you are to take notice, that in several countries 
— as in Germany, and in other parts — compared to ours, fish 
do differ much in their bigness and shape, and other ways, 
and so do trouts. It is well known, that in the Lake 
Leman, the lake of Geneva, there are trouts taken of three 
cubits/ long; as is affirmed by Gesuer, a writer of good 
credit. And Mercator ‘ says, the trouts that are taken in 
the Lake of Geneva are a great part of the merchandise 
of that famous city. And you are further to know, that 
there bo certain waters that breed trouts remarkable, both 
for their number and smallness. 1 know a little brook 
in Kent,® that breeds them to a number incredible, and you 
may take them twenty or forty in an hour, but none greater 
than about the size of a gudgeon. « There are also, in divers 
rivers — especially that relate to, or bo near to the sea, as 
Winchester, or the Thames about Windsor — a little trout 
called a samlet, or skegger trout ; * in both which places 1 



Skegger Trout. 

* That Is, four foot aiul a half, a length tpuiwly altlioujli ii i" 

known that trout uthiiii a groat sizo in very laki < >iio Kt* th..- 
English lr«>ut on rtronl, was taken in a Hiuall sneam whii h runs tlui-n/!' 
tin; imrk at Drayton Manor, the seat ol Sir it I’. il. li w. i.'ii-.i 
twi’iity-tw'o pounds and a half. The skeleton i f it is ]iieM i j;i ili-- 
College t'f Surgeons, and a paiuting f it is in tlie posse'si.tu i.f IV.-n- . :* 
Owen.-- Ell. 

* (u-raiil iMoreat«*r, of Kureini^nd in Flaiidtrs a mar. ‘ f iiitrii>i ij.p!?- 

eation t-o uiatheiiiutical studios, that he nogleetrd thf m. i svirs t\fi»}iiii. !)t' 
of nature. He ongravrd with his own hand, ami iho lua}- I- 

his got'graphieal Atlas. He wrote se\eral I- -k' if Tlie -) 'g;., an.} ii I 
1504.- H. 

l*rohal)ly the Cv.iy, whieh is famous for .'-mall tr- ■;!. 1». 

■* The skegger, wli^eh um‘ 1 to l»e eoiiiiiifU in tl. * Ti::n>;. !' !;• -.s -i. . - ■ 
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have caught twenty or forty at a standing, that will bite as 
fast and as freely as minnows : these be by some taken to be 
young salmons ; but, in tUose waters they never grow to be 
bigger than a herring. 

There is also in Kent, near to Canterbury, a trout called 
there a Fordidgc trout, a trout that bears the name of the 
town where it is usually caught, that is accounted the rarest 
of fish ; many of them near' the bigness of a salmon, but 
known by their different colour ; and in their best* season 
they cut Very white : and none of these have been known to 
be caught with an angle, unless it w'ere one that was caught 
by Sir George Hastings,^ an excellent angler, and now' with 
God ; and he hath told me, he thought that trout bit, not 
for hunger, but wantonness; and it is tlio rather to be 
believed, because both he, then, and many otliers before him, 
have been curious to search into their bellies, what the food 
was by w hich they lived, and have found out nothing by 
which they might satisfy their curiosity. 

Concerning which you are to take notice, that it is reported 
by good authors, that grasshoppers, ‘ and some fish have no 

met witli. r liMvo, for sonic years |Kist, oflored tlic Thames iiKherinon in 
my nci>;hlMiuiiioo(l, twenty shillings f(>r a skegger, hut have not yet hod one 
I'roiiglit nic. They arc, I have no douht, young salmon uf the second year, 
ii fish now never eniight in the Thames; tor if the skegger was a distinct 
iish, why shouM it have disa]»|H?are<l with tin* siilnion f Mr. Yanvil, for 
whisst- •'iiininn I have the greatest re.s]M*ct, thinks the iwirr, or ssiiiih^t, and 
tin* ^k^■gg^■r, art* the same fish ; hnt I have never found roe in the skegger, 
.Old have .'ilwass met with them of nearly the sniae size, Isith in the 
'riiaiMo- Mid tin* River W'ye. Mr. YarreH's reasons for his opinioii are 
••'•rtaiiily v» ry strong, hnt 1 eannot think them eniiclusive.- -Kn. 

' A]ii>urently Sir (leoi-ge Hastings, auii and heir uf that fine old English 
.:<iit1eiii:iii, Henry Hastings, of WoodlamK who died in Id.'iO, at the 
advance*! ag»* of ninety-nine, and whose character is so gniphic.il]y dniwu 
hy l..'rd Shaftesbury, and inscribed beneath his portrait at Winborne, 
l>orwi. Sir it ]irinte<l in Gleiit.’s M.ag., xxix. i>. HiO. — E». 

* It li;is hcen said hy iiatnrali.sts — jiarticnlarly hv Sir Thcuilore Mnyerne, 
in an “ Epi-itle t* Sir Willutm P»»ldy,” jireti.ved to the translation of 
M..uih't s “ liiM-ct. Theatr.'" printed with Tu^isel's “ Hi.story of Foiir-fiwted 
Ih-ast- anii Si.Tpciil.s that the gr:isshop]ier has no mouth, hut a pipe in 
iirc.i.vt, t.}ii'**ugh which it .sucks the dew, which is its nutriiiient. There 
.ir. Twi- .-iit-i, till* yreeu and the dim; .some sJiy there is a thini, of a 
y*ll> wish green. They ai f*mnd in long grass, from June to tlieendof 
St r. ;inil even in ttetulKT, if the weather lie mild. In the iiihidlc of 

\ ->u will -I t*, in the jniiiis uf roseiiiai^', thistles, and altiio.st all the 
Jaigii . (.id--, a white firiiieutcil froth, whi**h the country jieople call 
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mouths, but are nourished and take breath by the porousness 
of their gills, man knows not how ; and this may be believed, 
if we consider that when the raven hath hatched her eggs, 
she takes no further care, but leaves her young ones to the 
care of the God of nature,’ who is said in the Fsalm^ To 
feed the young ravens that call upon him;” and they be 
kept alive and fed, by dew, or worms that breed in tlieir 
nests ; or some other way that we mortals know not. And 
* tliis may bo believed of the Fordidge trout, * which — as it is 
said of the stork, that he knows his season, so he knows his 
times, 1 think almost his day, of coming into that river out 
of the sea ; where he lives, and (it is like) feeds nine months 
of the year; and faata three in the river of Fordidge. And 
you are to note, that those townsmen are very punctual in 
observing the time of beginning to lish for them ; and boast 
much that their river affords a tront that exceeds all others. 
And just so does Sussex boast of several fish ; as namely, a 
Shelsoy cockle, a Chichester lobster, an Arundel mullet, 
and an Amerley trout. 

And, now, for some confirmation of the Fordidge trout : 
you are to know that this trout is thought to eat nothing in 
the fresh Avater ; and it may be the better believed, because 
it is vrell known that swallows, and bats, and wagtails^ — which 
are called half-year birds, and not seen to fly in England for 

(‘uckinrn Spit ; in tiie cjip* <»t‘ thv ;:i*nwli'>|»)>ui- ar»‘ tk-positt *! [i;o : ii 
in the Inrvji of ii fly. — El>. | ; uinl if ymi vxaiiiiiie tlu'in, \f>n siiall i-iil 
(if fliuliiiK yi’.lt'wisli insert, of alMiut the size suul sIi.-ijk* of a iiivain ^f \\ 
whioh, ilouhtloss, is the yonn^; ;'i’!issln*|»j»er. A l«» lhi> jonjio'.i* i-; 

in Jjei^li's “ Hist«>ry of I-fiiiuvishin*,” juige li'<. H. We •:ive this nolo 
litiouuso it is fouiul in juost C(liuoti.s, includin.u Sir Harris Nieolas's, willjMut 
refutation. It is obvious that Sir .fohu Hawkins is l:i))oiiriii!z uniler ■; 
vulf^ar error. The ^rasBiiop^ier lias largo jaws, aiul is vj.rarious jaili'V 
than «>therwise, soiiietinies feeiUiig tlieir • wii s|jeeiis, as has I'.r.M 
proxeil. — K d. 

* On the contrary, the raven, like »he rook, feeds and attnnls ii. r y 
with great care. The rsalinist, no doubt, refois to tho >ouni: T i>on> :!lo. i 
they linve quilted their nest.* Ki». 

» Air. Yarrell says that the KiT«lwirh Tr ait "t I/,aae Wnl* .r 1. i!,. 
Salmon Trout (Nr/wif» Trntfa), and that ** its rare ne at w;is .;n;i[ly 
enhanml, no doiibt, by the o|HM»rtunily nf eatinj it >ery fn-sli. Th"y ■■ 
iR'en eaiight seventeen ]toniids in wei;:ht. is tlii' the -f tfio fn -'i 

rivers in tTlaiiiorganshire !-~ Ki'. 

^ Mats and wagtail^ are not inigr:it ‘ry.— I.’n. 
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six months in the year, but, al)but Michaelmas, leave us 
for a hotter climate '^yet some of them that have been left 
behind their fellows, have been found, many thousands at 
a time, in hollow trees, or clay caves, where they have been 
observed to live, and sleep out the whole winter, without 
meat.^ And so Albertus^ observes, that there is one kind uf 
frog^ tliat hath her moutli naturally shut up about the end 
of x\ugust, and that she lives so all t1]c winter ; and though 
it be strange to some, yet it is knowm to too many among us 
to bo doubted.® 

And so much for these Fordidge trouts, which never 
afford an angler sport ; but either live their time of being in 
the fresh water, by their meat formerly gotten in the sea, — 
(not unlike the swallow or frog) — or by the virtue of the 
fresh water only,® — or, as the birds of paradise and the chame- 
leon are said to live, by the sun and the air.' 

There is also in NorKiumberlaud a trout called a bull- 
trout,'^ of a much greater length and bigness than any in 
tlicse southern parts. And there arc, in many rivers that 

* Soo Typsi'l on Flogs. — lIl'ii/^/w.]' 

- View Francis Paeon, “ Kxik.t.,‘* SOO . — [ riiysically 

ini])ossilile. — K. 

•* .Mlu'rtus Magnus, a (Teriiiaii Doiiiinican, ami a very leariieil man : 
Trlian IV. eoni{ielle(l liiiii to aecejit of tlie bishopric of llaiislKtii. He wrote 
a treatise “On the .Secrets of N;itiire,"‘ ami tM'cnty other voliiine.s in fiJio ; 
ami ilieil at (’«ilogne, II. 

* .See Toji.«<eI on Frogs. • Ivlwanl Tops«*l was the auilior ofa “Hist-oryof 

Fiinr-fo(it4.Ml Moasls ami .Serpents ’’-'-cniicctod init of the works of (icsiier, 
;iMiI iither authors — folio, Loml. 1 Jn this hi.st<»ry he il(*.scrila!s the several 

Kinds of frogs ; ami, in ]iage 721 tlien»of, cites fr«»m Allwrtus tlie fact lieiv 
rflrite4l. See an aeiMimt of liini in * Walbm's Life,' (rtW^e, p. S).-- II. 

’* .'^ei- Chap. Vlll.— W. The moiitii of the frog is no iloiibt closed 
tlnring its winter torpidity. — K k.vmk. 

" This Tn»nt aff«mls excellent sp4»rt ; it is a gitedy fwler, and llie 
.'ixin-ieli, when cNaniinod, i.<fn1l of iiiS4M.*t-s, |i;trtieiilarly the sandliopper. - -Kn. 

* That theeliainclcon live.s by the air nhaie i.s a vulgar ermr, it ln'iiig well 
Km'iwh that its food is tlies au«l otlier iiwetsS. J^ue Sir Thomas Jlniwii's 
** Kmpiiry inti' Vulgar and (^lmunm Errors,” iM^ok iii. ehap. 21. Alniiit 
till- \»ar 17. So, a living ehameleon was to U‘ seen in the ganlen of the 
^’••nipaiiy of Ap«dhec?aries at CIicImvi. - II. To which m/iy be «ldded, that 
wiiat is saiti about iisli and grassbopiiers having sown -up mouths, or none 
at -ill. is ei|ually fabulous. — En. 

- The.M.‘ arc also foiiml iu tlie York-sliire, Dorsetshire, and Devonshire 
1 n i i s, w)n. n- ih* y come from the *.(a the Wginning of May. [They are also 
: '.'r.d in tlio^outh 'if .'N'otlaml, ;!n l e.''p('«-iaily in Diiinfrieshire.] Tln-y lie 
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others, both in shape and in their spots, as we see sheep in 
some countries difter one from another, in their shape and 
bigness, and the finouess of their wool. And, certainly, 
as some pastures breed larger sheep, so do some rivers, by 
reason of the ground over which they nin, breed larger 
trouts. 

Now the next thing that I "will commend to yonr eon- 
sideratiou is, that tlie trout is of a more siidd(*n growth 
than other iish. Concerning which, you are alst» to take 
notice, that he lives not so long as tin? perch, ‘ and diver.- 


in iloep holes under the root nf a tree uii tlie side next the .-slrenin. 111 
rise at au aititieial fly ; hut tlieK-st hait is a voll-SLvmvd l*r:nidiiiij. I id 
in Tanners* hark. They hite all the sniniuer in the iiinnihij, :iis>l i'm ilu- 
evenin^ from tine till diiijk.- Hkown. 

* The Tn»ut may 1*0 **alli*d a Imip-livod fisli. Mr. r ni- Mti -iis ■» 
Tront which had \»eeii fl*r twonty-eij»ht years an hibahitaut >1* ili.- %U'!i ;t1 
l)niul»art«*n (’astle ; and the “ West more land A*lvertisi*r'' «'t Auu'u-f. I'-'*, 
rontaind a para^mph statiiij: that a Tnait had liviil nfty-Tlnvt. M iir- in i 
well in the oixdianl of Mr. Willbm M*ws.ip, of Iti-aid Hall. ».>. ii lii- luht ‘H 
in-Fnrm'ss. — Kn. 
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other fishes do ; as Sir Trancis Bacon hath observed in his 
“ History of Life and Death.** 

And next you are to take notice, that he is not like the 
crocodile, which if he lives never so long, yet always thrives 
till his death ; but it is not so with the trout, for after he is 
come to his full growth, he declines in his body, and keeps 
liis bigness, or thrives only in his head, till his death.* And 
you are to know, that he will, about (especially before) the 
time of his spawning, get, almost miraculously, througtrweirs 
and flood-gates, against the streams ; even through such high 
and swift places as is almost incredible. Next, that tlic 
trout usually spawns about October or November, but in 
some rivers a little sooner or later, which is the more 
observable, because most other fish spawn in the spring or 
summer, wdien the sun hath warmed both the earth and 
water, and made it fit for generation. And you are to note, 
that he continues many Months out of season : for it may 
1)e observed of the trout, that he is like the buck, or the ox, 
that will not be fat in many months, though ho go in the very 
same pastures that horses do, which will be fat in one month. 
And so you may obson^e, tliat most other fishes recovc*r 
strength, and grow* sooner fat and in season than the trout 
dotli. 

And next you are to note, that till tlic sun gets to such a 
luMght as to warm the earth and the water, the trout is sick 
and lean, and lousy, and unw’holcsome ; for you shall, in 
winter, find him to have a big head, and, tlieii, to be lank, 
and thin and lean, at w liieh time many of them have sticking 
nn ihem sugs, or trout-lice; which is a kind of a w'orm, in 
Nh.i|H‘ like a clove, or pin with a big head, and sticks plosoto 
him and sucks his moisture; those, 1 think, the front breeds 
himself, and never thrives till he free himself from them, 
which is w'hcn warm weather comes ; and then, as ho grows 
St rongcr, he gets from the dead still water into the sliarp 
'itrojims and the gravel, and there rubs off these worms or 
!iee; and then, as he grow’s stronger, so lie gids him into 
>wirter and swifter streams, and there lies at the w'atch for 
any tly or minnow' that comes near to him ; and he especially 

* Tlii< (i]iinion ari$«eu iVnm iiitst4il(inii; a lHrf;e trout, after 8i)awiuii;f, 

hell Ills lif.-iii louks iar^'c, liwauiH; his body is k‘.ni, for an old trout- 
a JO. — Jinnur. 
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loves the jNEay-fly, which is bred of the cod-worm, or cadis ; 
and these make the trout bold and lusty. And he is usually 
fatter and better meat at the end of that montli (May) than 
at any time of the year. 

Now you arc to know, that it is obsciTcd, tliat usually 
the best trouts are either red or yellow; tliougli some, 
as the Fordid^e trout, be white, and yet jjood; hut 
that is not usual. And it is a note observable, that llie 
female trout . hath usually a less head, and a deeper 
body than tiie male trout, and is usually the better meat . 
And note, that a . hogback and a little head— to either 
trout, salmon, or any other fish — is a sign that that fish is 
in season. : 

But yet you are to. note, that as you see some willows, 
or palm-trees, bud and blossom sooner than others do ; 
so some trouts be, in rhers,. sooner in season: and as 
some iiollies, or oaks, are loii^i^* before they cast their 
leaves ; so are some trouts, in rivers, longer before they go 
out of seiuson. 

And you arc to note, that there are several kinds of 
trouts: But these several kinds are not considered but by 
very few nieu; for they go under the general iianip of 
trouts,— just as jiigeoiis do, in most places ; though it is 
certain, there arc tame and wild pigeons ; and of the tam(\ 
then* be lielmits and runts, and carri(*rs and croj^pers, and 
indeed too many to name. Nay, the Royal {Society Iuim* 
found and published lately, that* there be "thirty and llii-ee 
kinds of spiders ; and yet all, for aught 1 know, go under 
that one general name of spider. And it is so with many 
kinds of fish, and of trouts especially ; which ditVer in tlu ir 
bigness and shape, and ^)ots :iiid colour. The great 
hens maybe an inst.ane<*, compared t(» other liens. And. 
doubtless, iliere is a kind of small trout, which will nt‘\j r 
thrive to be big; that breeds very many more than <nhi*'s 
do, that be of a larger size: winch you may rath, r )» •- 
Jieve, if you consider that the little wren and tili.umvi. 
will have twenty young ones at a time, when usiiidl\ . 1 1n* 
noble hawk, or the musical thrassel or blackbird, evt-j r.i im.{; 
four or five. 
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morning, I will give you directioh how you yourself shall 
hsh for him. 

Yen. Trust me, master ! I see now it is a harder matter 
to catch a trout than a chub : for I liave put on patience, 
and followed you these two hours, and not seen a lish stir, 
neither at your minnow nor your worm. 

Fisc. Well, scholar ! you must endure worse luck some- 
time, or you will never make a good angler. Uut what say 
you now? there is a trout now, and a good one too, if«I can 



hut hold him : and two or three turns more will tire liim ; 
now you see he lies still, and the sleight is to land him : 
reach me that landing-net. So, sir, now he is mine own : 
what say you now, is not this w’orth all my labour and your 
patience ? 

lax. On my word, master ! this is a gallant trout; wdiat 
i^Judl we ilo with liini ? 

/'/vr. Marry ! e’en eat him to supper : we’ll go to my 
hostess from whence we came; she told me, as I was going 
out of door, that my brother Peter, a good angler and a 


Ill THE COMPLETE ANGLES. [iMBT I. 

cheerful companion, had ‘sent word he would lodge there 
to-night, and Dring a friend with him. has two 

beds, and I know you and I have tin , we’ll rejoice 
with my brother Peter and his friend, tell tales, or sing 
ballads, or make a catch, or find some harmless sport to 
content us, and pass away a little time without offeucc to 
God or man. 

Ven, A match, good master ! let’s go to that house, for 
the linen looks white, and smells of lavender, and 1 long to 
lie in a pair of sheets that smell so. Let’j' ’ '^ing, good 
master, for I am hungry again, with fishing. 

l^isc. Nay, stay a little, good scholar. 1 caught my last 
trout with a w'orin ; now, I will put on a minnow,’ and try a 
quarter of an hour about yonder trees for another : and, so, 
walk towards our lodging. Look you, scholar ! thereabout, 
we shall have a bite presently, or not at ail. Have with you, 
sir : o’my word I have hold of him.* Oh ! it is a great logger- 
headed chub ; come, hang him upon that willow twig, and 
let’s be going. But turn out of the way a little, good scholar, 
toward yonder high honeysuckle hedge ; there, wee’ll sit and 
sing, whilst this shower falls so gently upon the teeming 
earth, and gives yet a sw^eeter smell to the lovely flowers that 
adorn these verdant meadows. 

Look ! under that broad beech-tree, 1 sat down, wdien I 
was last this w^ay a-fishing. And the birds in the adjoining 
grove seemed to have a friendly contention with aii echo, 
whose dead voice seemed to live in a hollow tree, near to the 
brow' of that primrose-hill. TJiere, I sat viewing the silver 
streams glide silently towards their centre, the teni|)estii(nis 
sea; ypt sonietinies opposed by rugged roots and pebhlo 
stones, wliieh broke thefr waves, and tin’iicd tliein into 
And sometimes I beguiled time bv viewing tlu* harmless 
lambs: some leaping seeurely in theeool shade*, whilst others 
.sported themselves in ilic cheerful siiii, — and saw oiht'rs 
craving comfort from tin* swollen udders of tht'ir 


^ “Tliiskiml «»f iisliirii; Is ;it iniil-wattr. --r MlM.iit : },. i. ..j |.- 
mulcr wat(T. A vith iii> irill Jins «-iit > JV, is iixi’.’: -! r tli" 

mimiuw, ami a iiw'li K-ynml liotli.” — Wk«)n>m:. Kmv t:-!i t^i ' 

minnow or Monk is a vory drstniotivo K-iif, truilLr-''!!-. .ml'I • v: ii 

Miinll trout, may also l«c used ofllrlively.- • 
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dams. As I thus sat, these and ‘other sights liad so fully 
posscst my soul with content, that I thought, as the poet 
has happily expressed it, 

I for that time lifted above ciu'tli ; 

And possest jtivH not promised in my birth. 


As I left this place and entered into the next field, a second 
])l(Msure entertained me : ’twas a handsome milk-maid, that 
had not yet attained so much age and wisdom as to lo&d her 
mind, witli any fears of many things that will never be, as 
loo many men too often do : but she cast away all care, and 
sung like a nightingale ; her voice was good ; and the ditty, 
fitted for it, — it was that smooth 
song, which was made by Kit 
Marlow*, now at least fifty 
years ago. And the milk-maid’s 
mother sung an answer *to it, 
which was made by Sir Walter 
Baleigh in his younger days. 

They were old-fashioned poe- 
try, hut choicely good; I think, 
much better than the strong 
lines which are now in fashion 
in this critical age. Look yon- 
der ! on my word, yonder, they 
both be a milking again. I will 
give her tlic c]iub,and persuade 
tbom to sing those two songs 
to us. 

Ciod s])ce(l you, good woman ! I have been a fishing; and 



Sir Walter Raluigh. 


’ riirist-iiilii r .Miuh-w wsis a p«iet t»r no small ciniiiciice in bis ilay, as 
in.iv bi' inriMTOil from tin; fn‘<iut*iit mention of Liin in the writings of his 
r •ntriMjtiir}irie>. Ho was s*jiin! time a stmlcut at Cambridge, and after that 
I !: a.-t- ii . .11, ami a writer for, the stage. There arc extant of his writings five 
and a that bears his name, entitled “ Hero and Leander”-— 
1. a tr:inslati«>ii from Mu.««euK^ -which, he not living to complete, it 

v.as tiiiislnal bv Chapman. The song hen; mentioned (see further mention 
f it ill iioU;, p. 1 li») is printeil, with lii.s name to it, in a collection entitled 
• ibu'l iii.rH Helicon,’' 4 ti. IdOU, as is als«j the Answer, here said to be 
writt.,, l.v Sir Walkr Rahigh, but there snbscriWl “Ignoto.” Of 
\l;.r! .u it U said, that lie was the aiitlmr of divers atheistical and 
} !:, j.l ..IIS ami that in a quarrel w'ith a seia'iiig man, his 
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more fisli than will sup myself and my friend, I will 
bestow this upon you and your daughtt*r, for 1 use to 
sell none. 

Milk-w, IVtaiTv ! God re<jnite you, sir, and we’ll eat it 
ehcerfully. And if you eomt* tliis way a-lLshin*; two ini»Mtlis 
Ijeiuv, a grace of God ! I’ll givt* you syllabub of new verj«iiei‘, 
in a new-inad(? hay-cock, for it. And iny ^Maudlin shall mml; 
yon one of her best ballads; for she and 1 bi>t.h lovr all 
anglcra, they be* such lionest, civil, quiet men.- In the jnean 

riv.il in .*1 with a U*\vil u.iinan. hr ncriwil i >i;i»i w-i]' i 

ilaifurr, ami shorMy at'trr ilini «it' tin* strrkr. ' Sm- W l'> “Ailu !! 

Uxoii." vri. i. aas, aiui also lltanrs “Thratn* nf Uod's il, 

* Thc author seems In iv to have fiirfrot liinisi lf; for, j.. hr hi 

to hHlj;e at Trout-hall, ilk-ak-halt is su^jmsii-tl toU'. a rural inn on tlu- 
of the Irt>a riviT (ahnut a mile from £(liiiont'>iO, wliicli »tiil in 

name. — Kn. 

• There are somo k w exiv]itii>n.s t.i tliis elmrarti-r of an;:ii r : rli< 

ami most womlerfnl revnliitiou that ever iiai»peiie«l in any j.tat< . I m* ;i-» 
that in N’:i}iles in the yoar l(i4T, was hri'U};h1. al". nt hy an r. 

eernins whom we are t-»«l(l “th:il .a vouiif; man, alwiit twenty-foiir, 
to be in a ei'iner of the #:ivat maf'ket (iIa<H* at Nai'I-/'* ■ a '[•rijhti} n. in, ■ f 
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time will you drink a draught of red cow*s milk P you shall 
have it freely. 

Fisc. Xo, I thank you ; but, I pray, do us a courtesy 
that shall stand you and your daughter in nothing, and yet 
we will think ourselves still something in your debt : it is 
hut to sing us a song that was sung by your daughter when 
1, last, past over this meadow, about eight or nine days 
since. 

Milk-w. What song was it, I pray ? Wjis it, “ Come 
shepherds, deck your herds ?” or, “ As at noon Diilcimi 
rested?” or, “ Pliillida flouts mo ?’* or, “ Chevy Chaeer” 
or, “ Johnny Armstrong ?” or, “ Troy Town ?”* 

Pise. Xo, it is none of those; it is a song that your 
daughter sung the first part, and you 8ung#hc answer to il. 

Milk-ic. 0, I know it now. I leanied the first j)art in 
my golden age, when I Vas about the age of my poor 
(laiightiT ; and the latter part, which indeed fits nut best 
Jiow, but two or three years ago, when the cares of tlio world 
b(‘gan to take hold of me: but you shall, God willing, hear 
thfin both ; and, sung as well as wo can, for we both love 
anglers. Come, ^laudlin !“ sing the first part to the gen- 
iliMiieii, will] a merry heart ; and Til sing the second, w lien 
uai have dom*. 

n ii.i'liilf .settlin', Itl.u-k-vycd, rather ii*au iliaii fat-, having a Kiiiali tiift of 
!. i!r: In* wniv litu'ti a hhn; wai>U'nat, ainl Wfiit IwrcfiMit, with a 

aMiiriiT's t'a|i ; hut lie Ma.'^ <>f a ^mhI naiiitt'iiaiKH', an<l lively aa I’oiilit 

i *■. llis \va.s t*i aiiijk f-r iitih' ihh V'iih a viuii\ hwik\ and lim. 

Jl..' 'i.-iiia* Toiiia'i.Mi Aiii-ll", "f Aiaalli, hut vulgarly ealktl .Masiinivllu.’' 

the “ Hi^h-ry nl’ the UeViiliithui in Naples/’ hy Sig. Ale.ssarairo 

• Si r- (he n-'Iil'n .X.s at Nimiii," “Chevy t'haee," “.Tnhiiiiy Aniistron;:,’' 
.!».) "Tr. y T<iwii." |u iiih «l, ia IVn-y's “ Keliques of Aiieii nt Kiij^liKh 
I' “ Aii'l at Noon," ill Diirfey’s (^l|lectioIl. “riiillhla flouts me,’’ 

\ : j iiiiti il ill the ** Theatre of ('oinpliiiienis.'' Loud. IdSl*, 1‘Jiiio,, and 
1 . I ul.jivhi-d in ItitMUi^ “Aneieut Siiij;'s/’ 17^2. ]». 23ti. Thu Hong of 

a:». Shei'lu r<ls” was not known till discuvejvd in a manu.sm|tt l*c- 
: ti. t!o- hit- Kiehard llcbur, Esi|., and rtceiitly printed hy Mr. 

I’i' h< lin,-.- Ki». 

■ I'lMiinutiM* fitr AfatiM i. 




The Milk-Maid. 


THE MILK-MAID’S SONG. 

CoiAe live with me, and l>e my love ; 
And we will all the pleasures prove. 
That valleys, groves, or hills, or held. 
Or woods, and steopy mountains yicld,- 

WTiere we will sit, upon the rocks, 

And see the shepherds feed our hocks. 
By shallow rivers ; to whose falls. 
Melodious birds sing madrigals. 

And I will make thee licMs of roses ; 
And, then, a thousand fragnint por^ics ; 
A cap of flowers ; and a kirtlc. 
Embroider’d all with leaves of iiiyrtlc ; 

A gown made of the flnest wool. 

Which from our pretty lambs wo pull ; 
Slippers, lined choicely for the* cold ; 
With buckles of the purest gold ; 
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A belt, of straw and ivy-buds. 

With coral clasps, and amber studs. 

And if these pleasures may thee move. 

Come live with me, and be my love. 

Thy silver dishes for thy meat 
As precious as the Qods do eat, 

Shall, on an ivoxy table, be 
Prepared each day for thee and me. 

The shepherd swains shall dance and sing, 

For thy delight, each May morning. 

If these delights thy mind may move. 

Then live with me, and be my love.^ 

Ven, Trust me, master ! it is a choice song, and sweetly 
sung by honest Maudlin. I now see it was not without 
cause, that our good Queen Elizabeth did so often wisli 
herself a milk-maid all th^ month of Ma;^ ; because they are 
not troubled with fears and cares, but sing sweetly all the 
day, and sleep securely all the night, — and without doubt, 
hoiKJst, innocent, pretty Maudlin does so. 1*11 bestow Sir 
Thomas Overbury’s milk-maid’s wish upon her, “ That she 
may die in the spring ; and, being dead, may have good store 
of ilowers stuck round about her windin<;-shect.”* 

THK MILK MAID’S MOTHER’S ANSWER. 

If }ill the world and love were young ; 

And truth in evoiy nhepherd’s tongue, 
pretty pleasures might me move ; 

To live witli thcc and be thy love. 


' Dr. Warhurtdi], in his notes on “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
;is<‘vii)is this .song to Shakspciirc ; it is true Sir Hugh Evans, in tlie third 
of play, sings four lines of it; and it occurs in a collection of 
said to bo Shukspearo’s, printed by Thomas Cotes for John Benson, 
H>iO, with some variations. On the contrary, it is to he found, 
>\ith tlie name of Christopher Marlow to it, in “England's Helicon;” and 
Walton ha.s just said (p. 115) it was made by Kit. Marlow. The reader will 
judp- of these evidences as he pleases. [Dr. Johnson and Percy ascrilie it 
ti> Marlow; Sir Harris Nicolas, uii the contrary, thinks it Shakspcarc's.] 
As to the song itself, tb >ugh a beautiful one, it is not so purely |)astorai 
as it. i.s generally thought to be ; buckles of gM^ coral clasps and aitiber 
studs, s<iicer dishes and ivory tables, are luxuries, and consist not with the 
parsimony and simplicity of rural life and luanuers.r—H. 

‘ Thi.s i.s the concluding paragraph of Sir Thomas Overbury’s exquisite 
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But Time drives flocks from field to fold ; 
When rivers rage, and rocks grow cold, 
I'hen Phibuid becometh dumb ; 

And ago complains of care to come. 

The flowers do fade, and wanton fields 
The wayward winter, reckoning, yields. 

A honey tongue, a heart of gall, 

Is fimey's spring, but sorrow's fitll. 

Thy gowns, tliy shoes, thy beds of roses, 
Thy cap, thy kirtle, .and thy posies, 

Soon break, soon wither, soon forgotten ; 

111 folly ripe, in reason rotten. 

The belt of straw, and ivy buds. 

The coml clasps, and amber studs, — 

All these in me no means can move. 

To come to thee, and be thy love. 

What should we talk of dainties, then, 

Of better meat than’s fit for men 1 
These are but vain ; that's only good 
Which God liath blest, and sent fur food. 

But could youth last ; and, lovo still breed ; 
Had joys no date ; nor, .age no need ; 

Then those delights my mind might move. 
To live with thee, and be thy love. 


Mother, Well ! I have done my son". But stay, Iioiu st 
angler! for 1 will make Maudlin to sing you one sliorl song 
more. Maudlin ! sing tli.at song tli.at you sung last, night, 
when ycung Coridon the shepherd jdayed .so purely *>11 liis 
oaten pipe, to you and your cousin Betty. 

Maud, 1 A\ill, mother! 

I married a wife of late, 

TIu* more's my uidiii))]!}* fate ; 

I married her for love, 

As my fancy did me move, 

And not for a worldly estate. 


description of “a faire .iiid happy milkc maid." given in Ids ** Wife" 
(Charucter, 51). tend. lOuS. It is cited at full length ly Major. '-Ki*. 

1844. 
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But oh ! the green sickness 
Soon changed her likeness ; 

And oil her beauty did foil 
But ’tie not so, 

With those that go, 

Through frost and snow. 

As all men know, 

And carry the milking-pail. 

PUc. Well sung. Good woman ! I thank you. I’ll give 
you another dish of fish one of these days ; and then beg 
another song of you. Gome, scholar ! let Maudlin alone : 
' do not you offer to spoil her voice.* Look ! yonder comes 
mine hostess to call us to supper. How now ! is my brother 
Peter come ? 

Hostess. Yes, and a friend with him. They are both glad 
to hear that you are in these parts ; and long to see you ; 
and long to be at supiKjr, 4br they be very liungry. 


* It seems pretty clear tliat Venator, after the second song— ^haniied 
with the maidenly inucKience, and probably beauty, of tlie young woman — 
for we arc bdd that she is luandsome — ofiers to kiss her ; and that Fiscator, 
an elder and more discreet man, checks him, lest he sliould offend htir by 
too great familiarity. Kucli is the decorum obsen'able in this cJegiint 
work. — H. 





THE THIRD DAY. 

(OMtilMwl) 


CHAPTER. V. 

kobb Dusmom now *o toh bob, ato how to haxi kb ibb tbout 
AN abufioial xinnow akd flibs; with some merbihbnt. 


Pwc. Well met, brotber Peter ! I heard you and a friend 
would lodge here to-night ; and that hath made me to brinir 
my mend to lodge here too. My friend is one that would 
lam be a brother of the angle : he hath been an angler but 
tins day; and I have taught hint how to catch a chub by 
daping with a grasshopper ; and the chub he cauglit w'as a 
liwty one of nmeteen inches long. But pray, brother Peter f 
who IS your companion ? 

Brother Piscator! my friend is an honest country- 
man, and his name is Coridon : and he is bI downright witty 
companion, that met me here purposely to be pleasant and 
eat a trout ; and I have not wetted my line since we met 
together : but I hope to fit him with a trout for his break- 
fast ; for I’ll be early up. 

Pwc. J^^ay, brother ! you shall not stay so long; for, look 
you ! here is atrout will fill six reasonable hollies. 



Tlie Trout. 


J “Dappingj’or (libbing, is to ilr»>p your bait witli 
dab on tlio surface of tbe water.” -Browse. 


ii very gcutlo tap 
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Come, hostess ! dress it presently ; and get us what other 
meat the house will afford ; and give us some of your best 
barley-wine, the good liquor that our honest forefathers did 
use to drink of; the drink which preserved their health, and 
made them live so long, and to do so many good deeds. 

JPeter, O’ my word! this trout is penect in season. 
Come, I thank you, and here is a hearty draught to you, 
and to all the brothers of the angle wheresoever they be, and 
to my ]^oung brother’s good fortune to-morrow: 1 will fur- 
nish mm with a rod, if you will furnish him with the 
rest of the tackling; we will set him up and make him 
a fisher. 

^ And I will tell him one thing for his encouragement, that 
his fortune hath made him happy to be scholar to such a 
master ; a master that knows as much both of the nature 
and breeding of fish as gny man — and can also tell him as 
well how to catch and cook them, from the minnow to the 
salmon, as any that 1 ever met withal. 

Pise. Trust me, brother Peter! I find my scholar to be 
so suitable to my own good humour, which is to be free and 
pleasant and civilly merry, that my resolution is to hide 
nothing that I know from him. Beheve me, scholar ! this is 
my resolution ; and so here’s to you a hearty draught, and 
to all that love us and the honest art of angling. 

Ven. Trust me, good master! you sliadl not sow your 
seed in barren ground; for I hope to return you an 
increase answerable to your hopes : but, however, you shall 
til 1(1 me obedient, and thankful, and serviceable to my best 
ability. , 

Plsc. ’Tis enough, honest scholar I come, let’s to supper. 
Come, iny friend Coridon, this trout looks lovely ; it was 
twenty-two inches when it was taken ; and the belly of it 
looked, some part of it, as yellow as a marigold, and part of 
it us white as a lily ; and yet, methinks, it looks better in 
this good sauce. 

Oor. Indeed, honest friend ! it looks well and tastes well; 
1 thank you for it, and so doth my friend Peter, or else he 
is to blame. 

Pvtvr, Yes, and so I do; w’e all thank you; and, when 
AV(} have supped, I will get my friend Coridon to sing you a 
song for requital. 
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Cor. I will sing a song, if anybody will sing another: else 
to be plain with you, I will sing none : I am none of those 
that sing for meat— but for company : I say, “ ’Tis merry in 
hall, when men sing all.” ^ 

Fisc, I’ll promise you I’ll sing a song that was lately 
made, at my ^uest, by Mr. William Basse ; one that hath 
made the choice songs of the ** Hunter in his career,” and 
of Tom of Bedlam,” ^ and many others of note ; and this 
that i will sing is in praise of angling. 

Cor. And then mine shall be the praise of a countiyman’s 
life : what will the rest sing of P 
Feier. I will promise you, I will sing another song in 
praise of angling to-morrow night ; for we will not part till 
then — but fish to-morrow, and sup together: and the next 
day every man leave fishing, and fall to his business. 

Ven, ’Tis a match; and I will provide you a song or a 
catch against then too, which shall give some addition of 
mirth to the company ; for we will be civil and as merry as 
beggars. 

Fisc, ’Tis a matcli, my masters. Let’s e’en say grace, 
and turn to the fire, drink the other cup to wnct our 
whistles, and so sing away all sad thoughts. 

Come on, my masters ! who begins ? I think it is best 
to draw cuts, and avoid contention. 

Fet, It is a match. Look! the shortest cut falls to 
Condon, 

Cor, Well, thpn! I will begin, for 1 hate coiiteiition. 

* Parody on tlie nd.Mgo, 

“ rt’w iiiorry in tin* Inill. 

When beiinls \va*t nJI." 
i, c. — wlieii hU are eatiii*:. 

• This Honp, hej^muing, “ Forth fh *'11 iny dark and dismal »*(11 ” \\ itii 
the music to it, set by Henry Lawes — ^is printtul in a hnok, entitled “ (’hui/--* 
Ayres, Songs, and Duilognea, t») sing to the Theorlm, Lnte, and Ikiss * 
folio ; .and in Pkyford’s “Antidote against Welanelmly," Svi»., 1 <!»>',• ; 
and akj in Dr. Percy’s “Keli<iiies of Ancient Fnglish rnelry.'* IT. 




CORIDON'S SONG. 

Oil the sweet contcutment 
The countiyman doth find ! 
Ihiijh imlit lollie he. 
Heigh irolie hllie lee. 

That quiet contemplatiou 
Possesseth all my mind : 

Then, care away; 

And wend along with me. 

For courts are full of flattery, 

A s hath too oft been tried ; 

Heigh irolie lollie he, &c. 
Tlic city, full of wantonnesB ; 
And both are full of pride : 
Then care away, &c. 

Put oh the honest countryman 
Speaks truly from his heai't; 

Heigh ti'olie tollie toe, &c. 
His pride is in his tillage. 

His horses and his cart : 

Then, care away, &c. 


126 


THE COMPLETE AVGLEE. 


[part I. 


Our doathing is good sheep-skins ; 

Gray russet for our wives ; 

HeAgK trolieloUiB loe, &c. 

’Tis warmth and not gay doathing, 

That doth prolong our lives : 

Then care atoay, &c. 

The ploughman, though he labour hard,— 
Yet^ on the holy-day, 

Heigh trdie IMte loe, &c. 

No emperor so merrily 
Does jMuu hie time away: 

Then care away, kc. 

To recompense our tillage, 

The heavens afford us showers; 

Heigh trolie UUie he, kc. 

And, for our sweet rcfreshmenta 
The earth affords us bowers : 

Then, care away, Ac. 

The cuckow and the mghtingalc. 

Full merrily do sing, 

Heigh trolie hUie loe, &c. 

And with their pleasant roundelays 
Bid welcome to the spring : 

Then, care away, &c.* 

This is not half the happiness 
The countryman enjoys ; 

Heigh trolie loUie loe, Ac. 

Though others think they have as mucli, 
Yet he that says so, lies : 

Then come away, 

Tam countryman with me. 

JO. CNALKHILL.^ 


* Trolly Idffy 'waa the burthen, or chorus, ofsoverdi sntif:s of Ihc jn-ri-ni : 
-lie is given by lUtson in his “Ancient Songs,” oiul in i4r..nii's 

•‘Jovial Crew,” printed among lus (JomeiUes, in 1G41, is this uK*rn nnil 
•nee very popular catch — 

“ Tlierc was an old fellow.” 

2 John Clmlkhill, author of the Pooiu, “Thoalma ami (JIcimMis,” wlil-li 
•. as edited in 1683 by Walton, who then was in the 90th year of his afn*. 1 !!< 
' .)inh ill black marble is to be seen on the walls <»( Windiest ' t ('atlinh .il. 

' Ihalkhill appears to have been distantly related to Wall'-n. Ki.. 
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Fisc. Well Bung, Condon! tliis song was sung with 
mettle : and it was choicely fitted to the occasion ; I shall 
love you for it as long as 1 know you. I would you were a 
brother of the angle ; for a companion that is cheerful, and 
free from swearing and scurrilous discourse, is worth gold. 
1 love such mirth as does not make friends ashamed to look 
upon one another next morning — ^nor men that cannot well 
bear it, to repent the mone^ they spend when thej^ be warmed 
with drink. And take this for a rule, you may pick out such 
times, and such companies, that you may make yourselves 
merrier for a little than a great deal of money ; for ’Tis 
the company and not the charge that makes the feast” — and 
such a companion you prove ; I thank you for it. 

But I will not compliment you out of the debt that I owe 
you, and therefofTe I will begin my song ; and wish it may 
be so well liked. 



THE ANGLER'S SONG. 

As inward love breeds outward talk, — 

The hound some praise; and some the hawk 
Some, better pleased with private sport, 

Uhc tennis ; some a mistress court : 

Hut these delights f neither wish, 

Nor envy, — while I freely fish. 
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Who hunta^ doth oft in danger ride; 

Who hawks, lures oft both far and wide 
Who uses games, shall often prove 
A loser; but who falls in love, 

Is fetter'd in fond OupkPt snare : 

My angle breeds me no such care. 

Of recreation tlioro is none 
So free as fishing, is, alone ; 

All other pastimes, do no less 
Than mind and body, both possess : 

My hand alone my worK can do ; 

So, I can fish and study too. 

T care not, I, to fish in seas; 

Fresh rivers best my mind do please ; 

Whose sweet calm course 1 contemplate 
And seek in life to imitate : 

In civil bounds I fain would keep, 

And for my past offences weep. 

And when the tim'rous trout I wait 
To take; and he devours my bait, 

How poor a thing, sometimes I find. 

Will captivate a greedy mind : 

And when none bite, I praise the wise, 

Whom vain allurements ne’er surprise. 

But yet, though while I fish I fast, 

1 make good fortune my repast ; 

And thereunto my friend invite, — 

In whom 1 more than that delight, — 

Who is more welcome to my dish, 

Than to my angle was my fish. 

As well content, no prize to take. 

As use of taken prize to make ; 

For so our Lord was pleased, when 
He fishers made fishers of men ; 

Where, which is in no other game, 

A man may fish and praise his iiaun*. 

The first men that our Saviour desur 
Did choose to wait upon him here, 

Ifiest fishers were ; and fish the lost 
Food was, that he on cnrtli did taste : 

1 therefore strive to follow those. 

Whom lie to follow him bath chose. 

W. Ii.‘ 

* These initial apPi^ar in Walton’s first iMlilinn iiniy ; a ul, as Wnlluii 

pivrms}/ stuteil ave those of ^^Wlm Iksse. —Kik 
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Cor. Well sung, brother! you* have paid your debt in 
good coin. We anglers are all beholden to the good man 
that made this song : come, hostess ! give us more ale : and 
let’s drink to him. 

And now let’s every one go to bed, that we may rise 
early: but first let’s pay our reckoning, for I will ha^ 
nothing to hinder me in the morning ; for my purpose is to 
prevent the sun-rising. 

Pet. A match. Come, Coridon ! you are to be my bed- 
fellow. I know, brother! you and your scholar will lie 
together. But where shall wc meet to-morrow night ? for 
my friend Coridon and I will go up the water towards 
Ware. 

fisc. And my scholar and I will go down towards 
Waltham. 

Cor. Then let’s meet here ; for here are fresh sheets that 
smell of lavender; and Fain sure we cannot expect better 
meat, or better usage in any place. 

Pet. ’Tis a match. Good night to every body. 

Pise. And so say I. 

Ten. And so say I. 



WaltUaui Abbuy. 


K 




THE FOURTH DAY. 
CHAPTER V. 

{Cmtinutd.y 


FUc, Good morrow, good hostess! I see nijr brother 
Peter is still iu bed : come, give iny scholar and mo a iiioni- 
ing drink, and a bit of meat to breakfast : and be sure to 
get a dish of meat or two against supper, for we shall conic 
home as hungry as hawks. Come, scholar, let’s be going. 

Ven, Well now, good master! us we walk towards tlio 
river, give me direction, according to your promise, how I 
shall fish for a trout. 

Fisc, My hopest scholar, I will take this very convenient 
opportunity to do it. 

The trout is usually caught with a worm — or a minnow/ 
which some call a penkt— or with a fly, viz. either a natural 
or an artificial fly : concerning which tliree I will give you 
some obsen'atious and directions. 

And, first, for worms. Of these there be very many sorts : 
some breed only in the earth, as the earth-worm ; others of, 
or amongst, plants, as the dug-worm ; and others breed 
either out of excrements, or in the bodies of living creatures, 


1 Spinning with a minnow, or a Biiiall penk, is a very successful lUiwlo 
of catching trout ati^the weirs of the river Thames. A swivel must bo 
used.— Eu. 





THE FOUBTH DAY. 
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as in the boms of sheep or deer ; or some of dead flesh, as 
the maggot or gentle,^ and others. 

Now these be most of them particularly good for particular 
fishes. But for the trout — ^thc dew-worm, which some also 
call the lob-worm, and the brandling, ‘ are the chief, and 
especially the first for a great trout ; and the latter for a 
less. There be also, of lob- worms, some called squirrel-tails ; 
a worm that has a red head, a streak down the back, and a 
broad tail ; which are noted to be the best, because they are 
the toughest and most lively, and live longest in the water 
— for you are to know that a dead worm is but a dead bait, 
and like to catch nothing, compared to a lively quick 
stirring worm. And for a brandling : he is usually found in 
an old dunghill, or some very rotten place near to it — but 
most usually in cow-dung, or hog’s-dung, rather than horse- 
dung which is somewhat too hot and dry for that worm. 
But the best of them Ac to bo found in the bark of the 
tanners ; which they cast up in heaps, after they have used 
it about their leather. 

There are also divers other kinds of worms, wdneh, for 
colour and shape, alter even as the ground out of which they 
are got ; as the marsh-worm, the tag-tail, the flag-worm, the 
dock-worm, the oak-worm, the gilt-tail, the twachel or lob- 
worm,^ which of all others is the most excellent bait for a 


' (Jeiillcs may l)c prociiretl from a sliecifs liver exposed to the sun for 
siiversil days, and so Imng that the gentles may drop into a pan of saw- 
fdaced beneath. They should then lie kept in dry saml and bran 
mixotl, where they may he cool, or they will turn inW the rfm/salis state, 
'i'hcy are most iisiiful in spring, and may be carried to the water in a box, 

• A' uooi/, tint tin. — II. 

- You fisli in this way as with a fly’ at top-water, casting your worm 
gently up against the stream. 'Tin an r.rceUent method ami kilh in- 
crallUt/. A caddis is likewise a sure killing bait, fished with quite at 
ground. — llnowNB. 

T(» avoid confusion, it may lie necessary to remark, that the same kind 
of wiii'iu is, in diflerent places, knowm by different names : thus the marsh 
aiiil the meadow-wnrm are the s;iinc (found in meadows under cow-dung) ; 
till- lMh-wtirm, twachel, or dew-worm, is our common ganlen-worm ; and 
Die fitiek-worm is, in some places, called the flag-worm. The tag-tail 
^whieh is hi-ight red and very lively) is found in March and April, in 
marl. d lands, or meadows, after a .shower of rain ; or in a morning, 
wlu ii ilu‘ wi-ather is calm, and lUit cold. To find the oak-worm, — l)cat on 
jui w;iU-trfce that grows over a highway, or kire place ; and tliey will fall 
for vviu to gather. To find the dock-worm, go to an old pond, or pit, and 



Worms. 


think there be of several herbs or shrubs, or of soveml kinds 
of birds in tlie ftir ; of which I shall say no jnore. Jiut tidl 
you, that what worms 8oev(?r youfisli witli, are the heller foi- 
being scoured, that^is, long kept before they bo used ; 
and incase you liavc not been so provident, then, the way to 
cleanse and scour thorn cjuickly, is to put them all night in 
•water, if they be lob-worins, and tlicn put them into* your 
bag •with fennel ; but you must not put your brandlings above 

pull up nomc (»f the flaj;s ; shake the moU in the \va1.(-r ; ainl aninn^T.^t |,lu* 
HbrcH that grow fnmi the r«>ots, y»»u Mill liinl little Ini'jks or oasrs, ..f;, 
reddish or yellowish eolmir : tliese rarefnlly w'itli a pin, and l:ike 

from thence a little worm, - -pale and yellow, or wliitr*, - like a gontie, hot. 
longer and slenderer, with rows of feet down his helly, ainl a red ln‘a.1 ; thih 
is the «iock, or flag-M'orm, or caddis, an excellent halt for gr.jyliiii;, fonelj, 
bream, carp, roach, ‘I aud dace. -K. 
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an hour in water, and then put them into fennel, for sudden 
use ; but if you have time, and purpose to keep them long, 
then they be best preserved in an earthen pot, with good 
store of moss, which is to be fresh every three or four days 
in summer, and every week or eight days in winter, or, at 
least, the moss taken from them, and clean washed, and 
wrung betwixt your hands till it be dry, and then put it to 
them again. And when your worms, especially the brandling, 
begins to^be sick and lose of his bigness, then you may 
recover him, by putting a little milk or cream, about a 
spoonful in a day, into them, by drops on the moss ; and if 
there be added to the cream an egg beaten and boiled in it, 
then it will both fatten and preserve them long.^ And note, 
that when the knot, which is near to the middle of the 
brandling, begins to swell, then he is sick ; and, if he be not 
well looked to, is near dyfbg. And for moss, you are to note, 
that there be divers kinds of it,* which I could name to you ; 
but will only tell you, that that which is likest a buck’s horn 
is the best, except it be soft white moss, which grows on 
some licaths, and is hard to be found. And note, that, in a 
very dry time, when you are jjut to an extremity for worms, 
walnut-tree leaves squeezed into water, or salt in water, to 
make it bitter, or salt, and then that water poured on the 
ground where, you shall see, worms arc used to rise in the 
night, will make them to appear above ground presently.® 

* The following is also an excellent way. Take a piece of hopsack, 
or othor very coarse cloth, wtish it clean, and let it dry ; then wtt it in 
t lio li(pior wherein beef has been boiled, (but be careful that tlie beef is 
fresh, for salt will kill the worms) and wrjng it, but not quite^ dry ; put 
llio worms into this cloth, and lay them in an e:trtheii pot, and let them 
stand frwin morning till night, — then take the worms from the cloth and 
wash it, anil wi.‘t it again in some of the liquor ; do thus once a day, and 
you may keep w'orins in peifcct health, and lit for use, for near a month. 
C)bser\c that the lob-w'orm, marsh-worm, and red-worm, will bear more 
^coining than any others, and arc better for long kcejang. — II. 

' Xatnriilists reckon above two hundred. — Ei). 

This practice was one of the common sixirts of school-boys, at the time 
Erasmus wrote his “ColI(*fjuies.” In that entitled *‘Venatio,’* or “Hnnt- 
a company of them go abroad into the fields, and one named Laurence 
propoKi's fishing ; hut having no worms, Ihtrtholiis objects the want of them, 
(ill Laui-fiicc tells him how he may get some. The dialogue is very natural 
and ib'scriptivc, and being but short, is here given — “ Lau, I should like 
to go a-fishiug ; I have a neat hook. Barth, Dut where will you get baits ? 
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And you may take notice, some say that camphire put into 
youp bag with your moss and worms, gives them a strong and 
so tempting a smell, that the fish fare the worse, and you the 
better for it.* 

And now I shall show you how to bait your hook with a 
worm, so as shall prevent you from much trouble, and the 
loss of many a hook too, when you fish for a trout with a 
running line ; * that is to say, when you fish for him by hand 
at the ground. 1 will direct you in this as plainly as 1 can, 
that you may not mistake. 

Suppose it be a big lob-worm ; put your hook into him 

Zou. Tliere ftre earth-worms everywhere to be had. Barth. So there are, 
if they would but creep out of the ground to you. Imu. I will make a 
great many thousands jump out presently. Barth. How ? by witchcraft ? 
Lau, You shall sec the art. Fill this bgcket with water : break these 
green shells of walnuts to ])ieces, and put them into it ; wet tiie ground 
with the water : now mind a little ; do you sec them coming out ? Barth. 
I see a miracle ; I believe the armed men started out of the eartli after this 
manner, from the serpent’s teeth that were sown.” The above exclamation 
is clearly an allusion to the fable in the second book of Ovid's Meta- 
morphoses;” where Cadmus, by scattering the serpent's teeth on tlie 
ground, causes armed men to spring out of it. — H. 

^ Walton’s notion of scenting his liait is common to many anglers. The 
oil of ivy, when genuine, is the best , some use a^afvstida, and others ai-e 
loud in ])raise of cinque-foil. This jirtactico -was known to the ancients, as 
api)cars from the “(^eoponica,” xx., where several recipes are given. 
0])juan’s favourite for river fishing was veal minced and kept in calf’s 
blood for ten days. — Am. Ei>. There is grciit diver.sity of opinion about 
the elfectivencss of scented baits. Ephemera thinks tlo^y do neither good 
nor harm. We are however aware of more than one positive instance of 
the effectiveness of the oil of ivy. — En. 

' The rUnning-Uuej so called liecausc it runs along the ground, is made 
of strong silk, which you may l*uy at the fishing-tackle shops : but T pn fer 
hair, as being lc.ss ajit to tangle, and is thus litUsd ii}). About ten indicK 
from the end, fasten a small cleft shot ; then make a hole through a. pistol 
or musket bullet, according t) tJic swiftness of the stream you lisli in : ami 
put the line through it, and draw the bullet down to the shot : to the end 
of your line fasten an Indian grass, or silk-woriu-giit, with a large ; 
or you may, instead of a biiliot, fix four Large shot, at the distance of eight 
inches from the hook. The running-line Ls used fiu* trout, grayliiig, ami 
salmon-smelts ; and Is proper «>iily for streams and rapid vaUirs. Sec Tart 
U. chap. xi. — H. Another experienced way is to take two lob-worms : put 
the first on the hook with the head foremo.st, .and let it .slip a little up the 
line to make room -. then put on tlie second worm with the tail foremost : 
and draw them close together in a knot. T/te// o/Zen dro/i in thiit manner 
from the banks ittlo the river and are snapped up by the Trout, — linowNF. ‘ 
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somewhat above the middle, and out again a little below the 
middle ; having done so, draw your worm above the arming 
of your hook ; but note, that at the entering of your hook, 
it must not be at the head-end of the worm, but at the tail- 
end of him, that the point of your hook may come out toward 
the head-end, and, having drawn him above the arming of 
your hook, then put the point of your hook, again, into the 
very head of the worm, till it come near to the place where 
the point of the hook first came out ; and then draw back 
that of the worm that was above the shank or arming of your 
hook, and so fish with it. And if you mean to fish with two 
worms, then put the second on, before you turn back the 
hook’s liead of the first worm. You cannot lose above two 
or three worms, before you attain to what I direct you ; and 
having attained it, you will find it very useful, and thank me 
for it, for you will run on^the ground Avithout tangling. 



Tho Minnow, or Penk. 

Xow for the minnow or penk. He is not rasily found and 
(Muglit till March, or in April, for then he appears first in 
the river; nature having taught him to shelter and hide 
hiins(‘ir ill the winter, in ditches that bo near to the river, 
aiid there, both to hide and keep himself warm in the mud, 
or ill- the Aveeds, which rot not so soon as in a running river, 
ill which place if lie were in winter, the distempered fioods 
that an^ usually in that season would suffer him to take no 
n'st, hut carry him headlong to mills and weirs, to his con- 
fusion. And of these minnows : first, you are to know that 
the bii^gest size is not the best ; and next, that the middle 
size and the whitest are the best; and then, you are to 
know, that your minnow must be so put on your hook, 
that it must turn round when’tis drawn against the stream;’ 

^ The honk ])ut just into the mouth and through the lower jaw, that the 
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and that it may turn nimbly, you must put it on a big-sized 
book, as i shall now direct you, whicli is thus : put your 
hook ill lit bis iiioutli, and out of his gill ; then, having drawn 
your hook two or three inches beyond or through his gill, 

t ut it again into his mouth, and the point and beard out at 
is tail ; and then tie the hook and his tail about, very neatly, 
with a white thread, which will make it the apter to turn 
^uick in the water ; that done, pull back that part of your 
line iVhich was slack when you aid put your hook into the 
minnow the second time ; I say, pull that part of your line 
back, so that it shall fasten the head, so that the bod^ of the 
minnow shall be almost straight on your hook ; this done, 
try how it Avill turn, by drawing it across the water, or 
against a stream ; and if it do not turn nimbly, then turn 
the tail a little to the right or left hand, and try again till it 
turn quick : for if not, you are in idanger to catch nothing ; 
for know, that it is impossible that it should turn too quick. 
And you are yet to know, that in case you want a minnow, 
then a small loach, or a stickle* bag, or any other small fish 
that will turn quick, Mill serve as well. And you are yet to 
know, that you may salt them, and by that means keep them 
ready and fit for use three or four days, or longer ; and that, 
of salt, bay-salt is the bcst.^ 

^ And here, let me tell you wdiat many old anglers know 
right well, that at some times, aud iii some M aters, a miiinow 
is not to be got ; and therefore (let mo tell you) 1 have, 
which I will shoM’ to you, an artificial minnow, that will 
catch a trout as well as an artificial fly ; “ and it was made by 
a handsome woman that had a fine hand, and a live minjiow 

point may lie downward, is quickly done, and as good a way fts any. — 
BnowNK. Or put the hook through the hack, just under the tin, In v\liich 
M-ay the minnow, on a swivel hook, spins best. — Ki). 

* Cotton (chap, xii., page 2) disapproves salting. — T3i>. 

* Artificial minnows are now so well made, that in a shar]! stream thty 
may he used w'ith almost as good efiect as a real iniimovi', aud they aie 
sold so chcaidy at all fishlng-tackk* shops, that few amateurs will hi.‘ at tho 
trouble of making them. The American editor, however, rejefts them :in«l 
prefers the living bait ; but adds: — “There is an artifieial spinning bait 
of later invention, called a kill-deril^ which is made of leather, silk, iS:c., 
somewhat resembling a eaterpillar, and appears in the swift water like :t 
bright minnow. lt| is rigged with seven luniks euniiingly disposed. This 
l)ait excites the tn)iit to snch a degree that it is considered too murderous 
for fair angling, aiid forbidden in many preserved waters, but my experi-' 
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lying by her ; the mould or body of the minnow was cloth* 
— and wrought upon, or over it, thus with a needle, — the 
back of it with very sad French green silk, and paler green 
silk towards the belly, shadowed as perfectly as you can 
imagine, just as you see a minnow ; the belly was wrought 
also with a needle, and it was a part of it white silk, and 
another part of it with silver thread ; the tail and fins w'ere 
of a quill, which was shaven thin ; the eyes were of tw^q little 
black beads ; and the head was so shadowed, and all of it sO 
curiously wrought, and so exactly dissembled^ that it would 
beguile any sharp-sighted trout in a swift stream. And this 




A Devil ; .‘ill Artificial Spinninff-Boit for Trout. 

mi nts with it have heon quite unsuccessful.” — Am. Ed. Hofland (page 77) 
?;ays ho can recommend it with confidence, having killed very large fish 
with it. It is to he had at all our fishing-tackle shops. — E d. 

’ The above is the best minnow tackle, but there should be three hooks at the 
end instead of two. Many fish are lost for want of this. Kennie recomniends 
that on using the artificial minnow it should be smeared with fish slime. — E d. 
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they be easily carried about an angler ; • i bo of excellent 
use, for note, that a large trout will con fiercely at a 
minnow, as the highest mettled hawk .0 on a par- 
tridge, or a greyhound on a hare. I have Id that IGO 

minnows have been found in a trout’s bell v p the trout 

had devoured so many, or the miller that li a friend of 
mine had forced them down his throat after he iiad taken him. 

Now for flies ; which is the third bait wherewith trouts 
are usually taken. You are to know, that there are so 
many sorts of flies as there be of fruits : I will name you 
but some of them ; as the dun-fly, the stone-fly, the red-fly, 
the moor-fly, the tawny-fly, the shell-fly, the cloudy or 
blackish-fly, the flag-fly, the vine-fly: there be— of flies — 
caterpillars, and canker-flies, and bear-flies ; and indeed too 
many either for me to name, or for you to remember. And 
their breeding is so various and •wonderful, that I might 
easily amaze myself, and tire you in a relation of them. 

And, yet, I will exercise your promised patience by saying 
a little of the caterpillar, or the palmer-fly or worm ; "that 
by them you may guess what a worlc it were, in a discourse, 
but to run over those very many flies, worms, and little 
living creatures, with which the sun and summer adorn and 
beautify the river-banks, and meadows ; both for the re- 
creation and contemplation of us anglers, — pleasures which, 
I think, myself enjoy more than any other man that is not 
of my profession. 

Pliny holds lyi opinion, that many have their birth, or 
. being, from a dew that in the spring foils upon the leaves of 
trees ; apd that some kinds of them arc from a dew loft upon 
herbs or flowers, and others from a dew left upon t])e cole- 
W'orts or cabbages. All -which kinds of dews being thickeiu'd 
and condensed, are by the sun’s generative In^at, most of 
them, hatched, — and, in th '‘se days, made Jiving creatures 
and these of several shapes and colours ; some being hard 
and tough, some smooth and soft; some are horned in Iheir 
'head, — some in their tail, some have none; some have J)air, 

* The floctriiie of spontaneous or equivocal poneration is now nni versa lly 
exploded ; and all the phenomena that seem ti> sii])pi>rt it arc acoiuih il 
for on other princii)|es. Some naturalists for a lonp time still clunp to it 
in respect to minute animalcules, but the researches of liihrcubcrp liuve 
removed all donbfs. — Ei>. 
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some none ; some have sixteen feet, some less, and some 
have none, — but (as our TopseP hath, \vith great diligence, 
observed,) those whicli have none, move upon the earth, or 
upon broad leaves, their motion being not unlike to the 
waves of tlie sea. Some of them, he also observes to be bred 
of tlie eggs of other caterpillars,* and that those in tlieir time 
turn to be butterflies ; and, again, that their eggs turn the 
following year to be caterpillars. And some affirm, that 
every plant has its particular fly or caterpillar, which it 
breeds and feeds. I have seen, and may therefore affirm it, 
a green caterpillar, or wonn, as big as a small peasecod, 
which had fourteen legs, eight on the belly, four under the 
neck, and two near the tail. It was found on a hedge ot 
privet, and was taken thence, and put into a large box, and 
a little branch or two of privet put to it, on which I saw it 
feed as sharply as a dog gnaws a bone ; it lived, thus, five 
or six days, — and thrived, and changed the colour two or 
three times,— but by some neglect in the keeper of it, it 
then died and did not turn into a fiy : but if it had lived, it 
had doubtless turned to one of those flies that some call flies 
of prey which those that walk by the rivers may, in summer, 
see fasten on smaller flics, and I think, make them their 
food. And it is observable, that as there be these flies of 
prey, whicli be very large ; so there be others, very little, — 
created, I think, only to feed them, and breed out of I know 
not what ; whose life, they say, nature intended not to exceed 
an hour,^ — and yet that life is, thus, made shorter by other 
flies, or by accident. 

* In his ‘‘History of Serpents.” 

"No cater] >I11ars lay though all are hatched from eggs laid by 
biittorflics, moths, or sandflies. — Rennie, 

^ Tlw‘ oatorijillar of the privet havk moth (Sphinx Ligwtrif) which is 
not, ns Walton suspects, a fly of prey, or dragon-fly. — R. 

* That tliore are creatures “ whose life nature intended not to exceed an 
hour," is, I believe, notsu well agreerl, [quite fabulous. — E d.] as that there 
are some whose existence Ls determined in five or six. It is well known that 
th'‘ e]»ljenu'ron, that w'<jndcrful instance of the care and providence of God, 
lives but from six in the evening till eleven at night ; during which time it 
perfiirnis all the animal funeliona ; for, in the beginning of its life, it sheds 
its coat ; and that being done, and the little animal thereby rendered light 
and agile, its spends the rest of its short time in frisking over the waters; 
the tMinale drops her eggs, which are impregnated by the male; these, being 
sprouil about, descend to the bottom by their own gravity, and are hatched 
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It is endless to tell you, what the curious searchers into 
nature’s productions have observed of these worms and flies: 
but yet 1 shall tell you what Aldrovandus/ our Topsel, and 

others, say of the palmer-worm, 
or caterpillar: That whereas 
others content themselves to 
feed on particular herbs or 
leaves; (for most think, those 
very leaves that gave them life 
and shape give them a parti- 
cular feeding and nourish- 
ment, and that upon them 
they usually abide;) yet he 
observes, that this is called 
a pilgrim, or palmer-worm, for 
his'wery wandering life, and 
various food, — not contenting 
himself, as others do, with 
any one certain place for his 
abode, nor any certain kind of herb or flower for his feeding; 
but will boldly and disorderly wander up and dowji, and not 
endure to be kept to a diet, or fixt to a particular place. 

Nay, the very colours of caterpillars are, as one has 
observed, very elegant and beautiful. I shall, for a iiisLr of 
the rest, describe one of them ; which I will, some lime the 

hy the warmth of the sun into little wonns, wliicli inako thrinsL'Ivi s rasi s 
in the clay, and feed on the sjiine without any need of luirciitul I’/t/c 

Swammerdam ; also Derliam's “Pbys, Tliool.,” 247. Aiu> to tin* truth 
of tliese .'CisertioiiH, that these short-lived animals shod thoir r<i;i(.s, I niyst li' 
am a witness. One summer eveuin^, at about be veil o'eloek', while 
1 suddenly observed iiiy clothes e«iver(Kl witli a iiiiiiibi r of very sin.'ill (lies, 
of a whitish colour, iiieliiiing to lilue ; they coiitiiiiu'd tixcil, while I nliserveil 
those on my left <arin wriggle their iHslies alniut, till, at length, they dis- 
engaged themselves from their exiernal coat, whieh they left, ami tlew 
away; but what greatly astonished me wivs, that three whisks whieii eaeh 
of these creatures hail at its tail -which were slenderer lliau the ilm .'»t hair, 
and, but for their whiteness, would have been scarcely i-ercejitible- -'.\eri: 
left as entire and unbroken as the les.s tender i*arts of the c.>al. The 'aiue 
fact is eommiinieated by Mi*. Peter Ci.llinsun, in tho ** Phili - [.li'eal 
Transactions” 174(5, No. 481, p. 32U. — II. 

^ Ulysses Aldrovandus, a great pliy.siciiin and natnralisl i.f l{i>l. .,iia : lie 
wrote thirteen vols. folio on subjects of Natural lli.-'tery, iuciudiiig oue, “ Di' 
Piscibus,” published at Fraukfort, 164U. — II. 



Aldrovandus. 
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Dext month,' show you feeding oil a willow-tree, — and you 
shall find him punctually to answer this description : his 
lips and mouth somewhat yellow ; his eyes black as jet ; his 
forehead purple ; his feet and hinder parts green ; his tail 
two-ibrked and black ; the whole body stained with a kind of 
red spots, which run along the neck and shoulder-blade, not 
unlike the form of St. Andrew’s cross, or the letter X, made 
thus cross-wise, and a white line drawn down his back to 
his tail ; all which add much beauty to his whole body. . And 
it is to me observable, that at a fixed age, this caterpillar 
gives ov«;r to eat ; and, towards winter, comes to be covered 
over with a strange shell or crust, called an aurelia; and so 
lives a kind of dead life, without eating, all the winter : 
and as others of several kinds turn to be several kinds of 
flies and vermin, the spring following; so this caterpillar, 
then, turns to be a painted butterfly.- 

Come, come, my schoRir, you see the river stops our 
morning w«‘ilk : and I will also here stop iny discourse, — only 
as wo sit down under this honeysuckle hedge, whilst I look 
a lino to fit the rod that our brother Peter hath lent you, I 
shall, for a little confirmation of what I have said, repeat 
the observation of Du Bartas : — 

God — ^not contented to each kind to give, 

A in I to infuse, the virtue generative — 

Uy Iiis wise power made many creatures breed 
Ofliftiluss bodies, without Venus’ deed. 

So the Cnld Ilumour breeds tlie Salamander; 

W'lio, in effect, like to her birth’s commairdcr, 

Witii eiiild with huiplred winters, with her touch 
tJuenehelh the tiro though glowing ne’er so much... 

So in the fire, in buniiiig furnace, springs 
'riic fly Peramta with the flaming wings : 

Without tlio lire it die.s : in it, it joys, 

Tjiving in that which all things else destroys. 

So slow Bmtes underneath him sees,® 

111 th' iry i.'-Linds, go.<<ling.s hiilch’dof trees, 

Wlio.-so fruitful leaves failing into the water, 

Al t* turn’d, ’tis known, to living fowls soon after. 


' Tii.'U is .Fmie. — Kn. 

J \ W‘\\ Sir I’l a. ex]ier. 728 and 90, in his “Nat. Hist. — { Walton,) 

■■ View* (hirard's “Herbal "and Camden. — (Walton.) This notion 
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So rotten planks of broken ships do change 
To baimcles. Oh transformation strange ! 

'Twos first a green ti*ee ; then, a broken hull ; 

Lately, a mushroom ; now, a flying gull. 

Fen* 0 my good master, this morning-walk has been 
spent to my great pleasure and wonder : but 1 pray, when 
sh^ I have your direction — ^how to make artificial flies, 
like to those that the trout loves best ; and, also, how to 
use them ? 

jPtsc. My honest scholar, it is now past five of the clock : 
we will fish till nine ; and then go to breakfast. Go you to 
yon sycamore-tree, and hide your bottle of drink under the 
hollow root of it ; for about that time, and in that place, we 
will make a brave breakfast with a piece of powdered beef, 
and a radish or two that I have in my fish-bag ; we shall, 1 
warrant you, make a good, honest, w'holesome, hungry 
breakfast. And I will, then, give you direction for tlio 
making and using of your flies: and in the mean time, 
there is your rod and line, and my advice is, that you fish 
as you see me do, and let’s try w'hich can catcli the fii*st fish. 

Fen. I thank you, master ! I will observe and practiso 
your direction as far ns 1 am able. 

jPi&e. Look you, scholar 1 you see I have hold of a good 
fish : I now see it is a trout ; I pray, put that net under 
him ; and touch not my line, for if you do, then we break 
all. Well done, scholar 1 1 thank you. 

Now, for another. Trust me, 1 have another bite : 
Come, scholar, come lay down your rod, and help me to 
land this as you did the other. 8o, now, we shall be sure 
to have a good dish of fish for sup]H?r. 

Fen. I am glad of that: but i have no fortune: sure, 
master! yours is a better rod and better tackling. 

Pwe. Nay, then, take mine; and J. will fish wiih yours. 
Look you, scholar ! I nave another. Conic, do as you did 

wi8 prevJiJeiit with tlic elder naturalists. It wns that mi tin- 

bauks of a stream in tlie OrcadiF, grew a tree which i.nnUictd live gee.sy ar. 
its fruit. In an old folic volume prinUnl at fiaslu looO, entitlcil Munatcri 
Cosmoyraphia is an .'uimsing eiit reprcsenliiig the barnaclo gen.se dicpning 
from bursting pods on the tree into llie strtaiii beiioath, luid sNviiiniiin;: • <1. 

A similar cul will be found in Aldravandm, and ut the end of tterrurd's 
“Herbal.’'.— Er. 
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before. And now I have a bite at another. Oh me ! he has 
broke all ; there’s half a line and a good hook lost. 

^en. Ay, and a good trout too. 

Fisc. !Nay, the trout is not lost; for, pray, take notice, 
no man can lose what he never had. 

Fen. Master ! 1 can neither catch with the first nor second 
angle : 1 have no fortune. 

Fisc. Look you, scholar ! I have yet another. And, now, 
having caught three brace of trouts, I will tell you a short 
tale us we walk towards our breakfast : A scholar, a preacher 
I should say, that w'as to ])reach to procure the approbation 
of a parish that he might be their lecturer, had got from his 
fellow pupil the copy of a sermon that was first preached 
with great commendation by him that composed it : and 
though the borrower of it preached it, word for word as it 
was at first ; yet it was utterly disliked, as it was preached 
by the secojicl to his congregation — which the sermon- 
borrower complained of to the lender of it : and was thus 
answered ; 1 lent you, indeed, my fiddle, but not my fiddle- 

stick ; for you are to know, that every one cannot make 
music w’ith my words, which arc fitted to my own mouth.” 
And so, my scliolar, you are to know, that as the ill 
pronunciation or ill accenting of words in a sermon spoils it, 
so the ill carriage of your line, or not fishing even to a foot 
in a right place, makes you lose your labour : and you are 
to know, that though you have my fiddle, that is, my very 
rod and tacklings with which you see 1 catch fish, — ^^-et you 
have not iny fiddle-stick, that is, you yet haye not skill to 
know how to carry your hand and line, or how' to guide it to 
a right place ; — and this must be taught you ; for yqiiaro to 
remember, I told you, angling is an art, either by practice or 
long observation, or both. But take this for a rule, when 
you fish for a trout, with a w’orm, — let your line have so 
niucii, and not more lead than wdll fit the stream in which 
yon ilsh : that is to say, more in a great, troublesome stream 
than in a smaller that is quieter; ns near as maybe, so much 
as will sink the bait to the bottom, and keep it still in 
motion, and not more. 

Blit now' lot’s say gr.'ice, and fall to breakfast. "What say 
you, sc holar, to the providence of an old angler P does not 
tills jiieat taste well P and w'as not this place well chosen 
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to eat it ? for this Bjcamore tree will shade us from the 
sun’s heat. 

Fen. All excellent good ; and my stomach excellent good, 
too. And now I remember and find that true which devout 
Lessius^ says, that poor men, and those that fast often, 
have much more pleasure in eating than rich men, and 
gluttons, that always feed before their stomachs are empty 
of their last meat and call for more; for by that means, they 
rob themselves of that pleasure that hunger brings to poor 
men.” And 1 do seriously approve of that saying of yours, 
“ that you had rather be a civil, well-governed, well- 
grounded, temperate, poor angler, than a drunken lord.” 
But ] hope there is none such. However I am certain of 
this, that 1 have been at many costly dinners that have not 
afforded me half the content that this has done ; for which 1 
thank God and you. 

And now, good master ! proceed to your promised direction 
for making and ordering my artificial fly. 

Fisc. My honest scholar, I will do it ; for it is a debt due 
unto you by my promise. And because you shall not think 
yourself more engaged to me than indeed you really are, — 
i will freely give you such directions as were lately given to 



me hymn ingenious brother of the angle, an honest man, and 
a most excellent Hy-fisfieiv 

You are to note, that there are twelve kinds of artificial 


' Leonard Lcssius, a learned .Tesn't, profi'ssin- of iliviniiy in tl>i* «if 

.TosuitH at Louvaiii ; he was born at Antwci*]i, ai»d becainc famous in 

divinity, civil law, mathematics, physic, .•nid liistory ; ho wrote «LV(raI 
theoloj^ical tracts, and a book ciitiilctl, “ Ily^iasticon, ?i‘« vera ratio \alc- 
tudinis hoiia*, et vit;c ad extromam .scnectuteiii ooiist'rvandiv/' From this tra-d 
of Lcssius, it is probable the passage in the text is* i*iU>d. lie died ITrio, 
His “Ilygiasticon” was trnnslatcil by Timothy Smith, ( amii. KJol.- IT. 

- Sir Harris Nicolas says that the excellent tly-fishur to whom Walton 
alludes, was Leouaill Maseall. 
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made-flies^ to angle with upon the*top of the water. Note, 
by the waj, that the fittest season of using these, is a 
blustering windy day, when the waters are sO' troubled that 
the natural fiy cannot be seen, or rest upon them. The 
first is the dun-fly, in March : ^ the body is made of dun- 
wool ; the wings of the partridge’s feathers. The second is 
another dun-fly: the body of black wool; and the wings made 
of the black drake’s feathers, and of the feathers under his 
tail. The third is the] stone-fly, in April : the body is made 
of black wool ; made yellow under the wings and under the 
tail, and so made with wings of the drake. The fourth is 
the ruddy-fly, in the beginning of May ; the body made oi 
red wool, wrapt about with black silk ; and the feathers are 
the wings of the drake ; with the feathers of a red capon, 
also, which hang dangling on his sides next to the tail. The 
fifth is the yellow or greenish fly, in May likewise ; the body 
made of yellow wool ; an^ the wings made of the red cock’s 
hackle, or tail. The sixth is the block-fly, in May also : the 
body made of black wool, and lapt about with the herle of a 
peacock’s tail ; the wings are made of the wings of a brown 
capon, with his blue feathers in his head. The seventh is 
the sad yellow-fly in J uiic : the body is made of black wool, 
with a yellow list on cither side : and the wings taken off 
the wings of a buzzard, bound with black braked hemp. 
The eighth is the moorish-fly; made, with the body, of 
duskisli w ool ; and the wings made of the blackish mail of 
the drake. The ninth is the tawny-fly, good until the middle 
of J uiie ; the body made of tawny w'ool ; the wings made 
contrary one against the other, made of the whitisli mail of 
the wild drake. The tenth is the w'asp-fly in JuJy: the 
body made of black w'ool, lapt aboilt with yellow silk ; the 
wings made of the fcatliers of the drake, or of the buzzard. 
The eleventh is the siiell-fly, good in mid-cT uly : the body 

^ These are the flics mentioned in Dame Juliana Berners **Book o. 

Alharjs." Cotton, in his Chapters yii. and viii., has enumerated above 
sixty more than arc now used. A very complete list, with engraved 
ligures of above forty, is given in Ilofland. — Bn. 

- The iininths are here given according to old style, therefore twelve days 
earlier than now, which must be tsikeu into consideration in adapting flies 
to seasons. Sec on this subject a smart rebuke to the editors of W^ton, 
g<>iieral]y, and especially to Sir Harris Nicolas, in the ** Angler’s Souvenir/* 
P. Ed. 
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made of greenish wool, iapt about with the herle of a pea- 
cock’s tail : and the wings made of the wings of the buzzard. 
The twelfth is the dark drake-fly, good in August : the body 
made with black inrool, lapt about with black silk : his wings 
are made with the mail * of the black drake, with a black 
head. Thus hare you a jury of flies likely to betray and 
condemn all the trouts in the river.’ 

I shall next give you some other directions for fly-fishing, 
such as are given by Mr. Thomas Barker,’ a gentleman 
that*hath spent much time in fishing : but 1 shall do it with 
a little vanation. 

* Meaning spotted, speckled, mottled feathers. — E d. 

- It has been alie^y observed, that Walton's excellence as an angler did 
not consist in fly-fishing; the reader is, therefore, recommended to the 

List of flies ” in the second (Cotton's) parf^ and the additions contained in 
the notes thereon.— H. 

* In his “Delight; or the Art of Angling," published 1661. Here 
follow some extracts from that humorous DM>k itself. Addressing himself 
to the noble lord to whom it is dedicated, he thus begins : — 

“ Under flivour, I will compliment, and put a cose to your honour. I 
met with a man ; and upon our discourse he fell out with me, having a 
good weapon, but neither stomach nor skill : I say i/iiit man map cotna 
hotne hy Weeping^cross ; I will cause the derk to toll his knell. It is the 
veiy like case to tlie gentleman angler, that gocth to the river for his 
pleasure. This angler hatli neither judgment nor experience ; he may come 
home lightly laden at his leisure. 

“ A man that goeth to the river for his pleasure, must understand, when 
he cometh there, to sd forth hi^ tackle. The first thing he must do, is to 
observe the wind and sun for day, the 7noon, the stars, and the umies of 
ihjs air fur right, to set forth his tackles fur chiy or night ; and accordingly 
to go for his pleasure, and some profit. 

“Now I am determined to angle with ground-lxiits, and set iny tiicklcs 
to my rod, and go to mp pleasure. I begin at the u))perinost part of the 
stream, carrying iny rod with an upright luiud, feeling my plummet running 
truly on the ground some ten inches from the hook, plumming iny line 
according to the swiftness of the stream 1 angle in ; fur one plummet will 
not serve for all streams ; for the true angling is, that the iiluininet run 
truly on the ground. 

“ My lord sent t() me, at sun-g<ung-down, to provide him a good dish of 
Trouts against the next morning, by bi v o'clock. I went to the door to see 
how the wanes of the air were liJke to prove. I retiiniod answer, that I 
doubted not, God willing, but to be provhlod at the time ap])oii)U‘(l. I 

went presently to the river, and it proved very dark ; I threw out a lino 

of three silks and three hairs twisted for tlie uppermost ]iart ; anil a lint* of 
two hairs and two silks twisted, for the lotver part — with a gooil largo hook. 

I baited my hook w'ith two lob-worms, the four ends liangitig as meet as i 
could guess them iu the dark. 1 fell to angle. It proved very dark, so 
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First, let your rod be light, and veiy gentle : I take the 
best to be of two pieces. And let not your line exceed — 
especially for three or four links next to the hook — I say^ 
not exceed — three or four hairs at the most ; though you may 
fish a little stronger, above, in the upper part of your line : 
But if you can attain to angle with one hair, — you shall have 
more rises, and catch more fish. Now you must be sure not 
to cumber yourself with too long a line ; as most do. And 
before you begin to angle, cast to have the wind on your 
back ; and the sun, if it shines, to be before you ; and to fish 
down the stream ; and carry the point or top of your rod 

that I had good sport ; angling with the lob-worms as I do with the flies, 
on the top of the water. You shall hear the fish rise at the top of the 
water ; Ihen, you must loose a slack line down to the bottom, as nigh as 
you can guess ; then hold your line straight, feeling the fish bite : give 
time, there is no doubt of losi^ the fish, fur there is not one amongst 
twenty but doth gorge the bait— %e least stroke you ean strike festens 
liook, and makes the fish sure, letting the fish take a turn or two ; you 
may tsikc him up with your hands. The night began to alter and grow 
somewhat lighter ; 1 took off the lob-worms, and set to my rod a white 
palmer-fly, made of a large hook : I had good sport for the time, until it 
grew lighter ; so I took off the white palmer, and set to a red palmer, made 
of a large hook ; I htid good sport until it grew very light ; then I took off 
the red palmer, and set to a black palmer ; I had good sport and made up 
the dish of iish. So 1 put up my tackles, and was with my lord at his 
time appointed for the service. 

** These three flies, with the help of the lob- worms, serve to angle all the 
year for the night ; observing the times — us 1 have showed you — in this 
uight-M'ork, the w hite fly for darkness, and the red fly tn medio, and the 
block fly fur lightness. This is the true experience for angling in the night ; 
wliieh is the surest angling of all, and killeth the greatest Trouts. Tour 
lines may be strong, but must not be longer than your rod. 

‘*Nuw% having taken a good dish of Trouts, I presented then to my 
lord, lie having provided good company, commanded me to turn cook, 
and dress them fur dinner. 

“ There comes an honest gentleman, a familiar friend, to. me — he was an 
:iiigler--begliis to compliment with me, and asked me how 1 did ? when I 
had been angling ? and demanded, in discourse, what was the 1*60800 1 did 
not relate in my book the dressing of hie dish of fieh, which he loved. I 
ftray you, sir, what dish of Trouts was that f He said it was a dish of 
eloKC'-boiled Ti’uuts, buttered, with eggs. My answer was to him, that every 
scidliori. dressfih that dish ayaiiuA his wiU, because he cannot calvor them, 

L will tell you, in short : put your Trouts into the kettle when the kettle is 
set to the fire, and let them IkuI gently, as many cooks do, and they shall 
Ikiil close enough ; which is a good dish, buttered with eggs, gcrad fo^ 
ploughmen, but not for the palate. Sir, I hope I have given you 
.yutisfaction . ” — H. 

L 2 
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downward, by which means the shadow of yourself, and rod 
too, will be the least offensive to the fish, — for the sight of 
any shade amazes the fish, and spoils your sport, of which 
you must take great care. 

. In the middle of March, till which time a man should not 
in honesty catch a trout^or in April, if the weather be dark, 
or a little win^ or cloudy — the best fishing is with the 
palmer worm, of which I iMt spoke to you ; ^ but of these 
there be divers kinds, or at least of divers colours : these and 
the May-fiy are the ground of all fly-angling : which are to 
be thus made : — 


First, you must arm‘ your hook w*ith the line, in the inside 

of it : then take your scis- 
sors, and cut so mucli of 
a brown mallard’s feather 
your own reason, 
- ^ will make the wings of 

it, — ^you having, withal, 
regard to the bigness or 
^ littleness of your hook ; 

Sa mon u y. OUtmOSt part 

of your feather next to your hook ; then, the point of your 
feather next the shank of your hook, — and having so done, 
whip it three or four times about the hook with the same 
silk w'ith which your hook was armed ; and having made the 
silk fast, take the hackle of a cock [cock’s] or capon’s neck, — 
or, a plover’s top, which is usually better, — take off the one 
side of the feather, ajid then take the liackle [and whip it 
three or four times round witli] silk, or crewel, gold or silver 
threack; make these fust at the bent of the hook, that is to 


say, below' your erming ; tlien you must take the hackle, the 
silver or gold thread, and work it up to the wings, — sliifiing 
or still removing your finger, as you turn tlie silk about I lie 
hook, — and still looking, at every stop or turn, that your 
gold, or what materials soever you make your lly of do 
lie right and neatly ; and if you find they do so, then 
when you have made the head, make all fast : and then w ork 
your hackle up to the head, and make that fast: and tlu n, 
with a needle or pin, divide the wing into two; and then, 
with the arming silk, whip it about cross-ways betwixt the 


^ Ante page 


14 ^. 


® To tie, or whip round.— Ed. 
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wings ; and then with your thumb you must turn the point of 
the feather towards the bent of the hook; and then work three 
or four times about the shank of the hook ; and then view the 
pr^ortion ; and if all be neat, and to your liking, fasten. 

1 confess, no direction can be given to make a man o^a 
dull capacity able to make a fly well: and yet I know, thU^ 
with a little practice, will help an ingenious angler in a 

f ood degree. But to see a fly made by an artist in that 
in(^, is the best teaching to make it. And, then, an 
ingenious angler may walk by the river, and mark what flies 
fall on the water that day; and catch one of them, if he sees 
the trout leap at a fly of that kind and then — (having 
always hooks ready hung with him) : and having a bag also 
always with him ; with bear’s hair, or the hair of a brown or 
sad-coloured heifer; hackles of a cock or capon; several 
coloured silk and crewel ; make the body of the fly ; — the 
feathers of a drake’s head ; black or brown sheep’s wool, 
or hog’s wool, or hair ; thread of gold and of silver ; silk of 
several colours, especially snd-coloured ; to make the fly’s 
head: and there be also other coloured feathers,^ both of 

' The autlior not having particularly enninerated the materials necessary 
for fly-making, it will not be improper, once fur all, to do it here. And, 
first, [fur dMinf/:] you must be provided with beards hair of divera 
colours : as grey, dun, light and dark-culoured, bright brown, and that 
which shines ; also camel's hair, dark, light, and of a colour between both: 
badger's hair, or fur : spaniel's hair from liehind the ear, light and dark 
brown, blackish and black : hog's down, which may be had, about Christ- 
mas, of butchers, or rather of those that make brawn, and it should be 
[•lucked fn^m under the throat, and other soft places of tlie hug, — and 
must be of the following colours — ^viz., black, red, whitish, and sandy, and 
ft»r other colours, you may get them dyed at a dyer’s : seal’s fur is to be 
hjwl at the trunk -makers ; get this also dyed of the colours of cow’s and 
calf’s hair, in all the different shades, from the light to the darkest brown ; 
you will* then never need cow’s or cairs hair, — both which are harsh, and 
will never work kindly, nor lie bands(jme]y ; get also mohairs black ; blue; 
[•uritle ; white ; violet ; JsabtUa^ which colour is described in a note on 
( .'otton's flics for March ; PhUjornoX^ from feuilit mxnie^ a dead leaf ; yellow ; 
atid orange : camlets, both hair and worsted, blue, yellow, dun, light, and 
dark brown, rctl violet, piirjde, black, horse-flesh, pink, and orangd 
Cidoiii's, Some recomincml the hair of alwrtive colts and calves ; but seal’s 
fur, dyed as above, is much better. 

A piece of an old Turkey carpet will furnish excellent dubbing; untwist 
tlic yarn, and pick out the wool, carefully separating the different colours, 
and lay it by. 

Some use for dubbing barge-sail : concerning which, the reader is to 



150 THJB COMPLETE AI^OLER. [PART I. 

little birds and of speckled fowl: I say, having those with 
him in a bag, and — trying to make a ffy, though he miss at 
first, yet shall lie at last' hit it better, even to such a per- 

know that the Bails of West country and other barges, when old, are usually 
eonrerted into tilts, — sunder which there is almost a continual smoke 
arising from the fire, and the steam of the beef-kettle, which all such 
barges carry, and which in time dyes the tilt of a fine brown ; this would 
be ei^llent dubbing, but that the material of these sails is sheep's wool, 
which soaks in the water, and soon becomes very heavy : however, get of 
this as many different shades as you can : and have seal’s fur and hog-wool 
dyed to match them, — which, by reason they are more turgid, stiff, and 
light, and so float better, are, in most cases, to be preferred to worsted, 
crewels, and, indeed, to every other kind of wool, — and observe that the 
hog-wool is l^st for large, and the seal’s fur for small flies. 

Get also furs of the following animals — ^viz., the squirrel, particularly from 
his tail ; fox-cub, from the tail where it is downy and of an ash-colour ; an 
old fox ; an old otter ; otter cub ; badgdf, fulimart, or filmert ; a hair, 
from the neck, where it is of the colour of withered fern ; and above all, the 
yellow fur of the martem, fr«)m off the gills or s])ots under the jaws. All 
these, and almost every other kind of fur, are easily got at the furrier’s. 

llai'klcH are very important articles in fly-making : they are the long 
slender feathers that hang from the head of a cock down his neck ; there 
may also be fine ones gut fi\)in near his tail ; be careful that they are not 
too rank, which they arc when the fibres are moie than half an inch long, 
— and for some jmrposes these are much too big ; bo provided with tliese 
of the following colours — viz., red, dun, yellowish, white, orange, and 
}ierfeet black, and whenever you meet, alive or dead, wdth a cock of the 
game brecil, whose Inicklc is of a strong browm-red, never fail to bny him, - « 
but observe that the feathers of a cock chicken, be they ever so lino for sliajii* 
and colour, are good for little ; for they ore too downy and weak to stau<I 
erect after they aiC once w'et, and so are those of the llantam-eoek. 

Otlier Feather* are absolutely ncces,<«iry for the wdngs ami otlier jiiirts 
of flies ‘.hget, therefore, feathers from the back and other parts of tlio w'iid 
mallard, or drake ; the feathers of a ])artridge, es])ecially tliosc red ones 
that nxo in the tail ; fc.athers from a cock i)heasant’s breast and tail, — the 
wings of a black -bird, a brown hen, of a starling, a jay, a land-rail, :i 
throstle, a fieldfare, and a water-coot; the feathers from Die cmw'n of the 
IHSW'it, plover, or lap-wing ; green and copper-crdouroil peacock's, aiul black 
ostrich liarle (the filaments of the long feathers) ; feathers from a liorun's 
neck and wings. And remeinlx;r, that in most instances, where the drake's 
or wild mallard’s feather is hereafter [in the textj directed, — f/utf from a 
starling’s wing will do much better, as l^ing of a finer grain and less spongy. 

Be provideil with marking-silk of all colour.^, — tine but very strong, 
flaw silk ; gold and silver flatted w'ire, or twist : a sh.arp knife ; books of 
all sizes ; hog’s bristles for loops to your flies ; shotmiaker’s wax ; a large 
needle to raise your Rubbing, when Hatted w'ith working; and a small, biu 
Bhan> pair of scissors. 

Bemember,— With all your dubbing, to mix l^ear’s hair and hog's wool, • 
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fection, as none can well teach him. And if he hit to make 
his fly right, — and have the luck to liit, also, where tliere is 
store of trouts, a dark day, and a right wind ; he will catch 
such store of them, as will encourage him to grow more and 
more in love with the art of fly-making.* 

Ven, But, my loving master ! if any wind will not serve, 
then I wish I were in Lapland, t6 buy a good wind of one of the 
honest witches, that sell so many winds there, and so c^eap. 

Fisc. Marry, scholar ! but 1 would not be there, nor indeed 
from under this tree ; for look how it begins to rain ! and by 
the clouds, if I mistake not, we shall presently have a smoking 
shower; and therefore sit close; this sycamore tree will 
shelter us. And I will tell you, as the^ shall come into my 
mind, more observations of fly-fishing for a trout. 

But, first, for the wind : Tou are to take notice, that of 
the winds tlie south wiifd is said to be the best. One 
observes, that 

-when the wind in south. 

It blows your bait into a fish's mouth. 

Next to that, the west wind is believed to be the best:® 
and having told you that the east wind is the worst, I need 
not tell you which wind is the best in the third degree. 
And yet, as Solomon observes, that “ he that donsiders the 
wind shall never sow so he that busies his head too much 
about tlieni, if the weather be not made extreme cold by an 
cast wind, shall be a little superstitious : for as it is observed 
by some, that “ there is no good horse of a bad colour so 
I havo observed, that if it be a cloudy day, and not extreme 
cold, let the wind sit in what corner 'it will, and do its W'orst, 
1 heed it not. And yet take this for a rule, that I would 
willingly fish standing on the lee-shore. And you are to 

which are stiff, and not apt to imbibe the water, as the fine furs, and most 
other kinds of dubbing do ; and remember, also, that marten's fur is the 
best yellow you can use. — H. 

* Walton was no adept at fiy-fisbing, and therefore his directions should 
not be fjllowod Implicitly. This branch is more efiiciently treated on by 
Cotton. Perhaps no better ad \ ice can be given to the fly-fisher than that he 
use the flies common to the l<x;ality. — E p. 

- It’ an angler were to dip a thermometer in the river in which he was 
about to oast liis fly, he might save himself much trouble if the tempera- 
ture MMS found to be below 5d or GO degrees. — E d. 
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take notice, that the fish lies or swims nearer the bottom, 
and in deeper water, in winter than in summer; and also 
nearer the bottom, in any cold day, and then, gets nearer 
the lee-sido of the water. 

But I promised to tell you, more, of the fly-fishing for a 
trout ; which I may have time enough to do, for you see it 
rains May butter. I'irst for a Mat-ely : you may make 



May'fly (largo Rpccimoxi). 


his body with greenish coloured crewel or willowish colour ; 
darkening it in most places with w'axed silk ; (or ribbed with 
black hair ; or, some of them, ribbed Avitli silver thread ;) 
and such wings, for the colour, as you see the fly to have at 
that season, nay, at that very day on the w’ater. Or you 
may make the oak-fly : wdtli an orange, taw'iiy, and black 
ground ; and the brow’ii of a mallard’s feather for the w ings.* 
And you are to know*, that these two are most excellent 
flies, that is, the 31ay-fly and the oak-lly.* 

* Some dnb the oak -fly with black wool, and IsaboUa-colniml in.iliair, 
and bright br»»wniHh l»ear’a hair, wariKtl vn with yellow silk, but tho head 
of on ash -colour ; others dnb it with an orange, tawny, and black ^Tcund : 
others with blackish wool and gold-tw ist ; the wings of the Imw n of a 
mallard's feather, llow'lker, in his “ Art of Angling,’* ]*. (?;i, says, “ TIu* 
body may be made of a bittern's feather, and the wings of tho feather of a 
woodocK'k's wing." — II. 

^ The cad bait or oak worm on the point of the hook, w'itli the artifleial 
fly, is recommended. When the fish appear at the top, they Avill take the 
oak worm on the water ratlier than under it, or tlian the fly itself. After 
you have dibbed w'ith these flies on the surface till they are dead, cut otf 
their wings and fish with them at mid-water, or a little lower : this is 
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And let me again tell you, that you keep as far from the 
water as you can possibly, whether you fish with a fly or 
worm ; and fish down the stream. And when you fish witii 
a fly, — if it be possible, let no part of your line touch the 
water,* but your fly only ; and be still moving your fly upon 
the water, or casting it into the water, you yourself being 
also always moving down the stream. 

Mr. Barker commends several sorts of the palmer-fly ; not 
only those ribbed with silver and gold, — but others 'that 
have their bodies all made of black ; or, some with red, and 
a red hackle. You may also make the hawthorn-fly, which 
is all black, — and not big, but very small, the smaller the 
better. Or the oak-fly, the body of which is orange colour 
and black crewel, with a brown wing. Or a fly made with 
a peacock’s feather, is excellent in a bright day : you must 
be sure you want not in ^'our magazine-bag the peacock’s 
feather : and, grounds of such wool and crewel as will make 
the grasshopper. And note, that, usually, the smallest flies 
arc the best ; and note also, that the light fly does usually 
make most sport in a dark day ; and the darkest and least 
fly, in a bright or clear day : and lastly note, that you are to 
repair, upon any occasion, to your magazine-bag ; and upon 
any occasion, vary and make them lighter or sadder according 
to your fancy, or the day. 

And now 1 shall tell you, that the fishing with a natural 
fly is excellent, and affords much pleasure. They may be 
found thus : the May-fly, usually, in and about that month, 
near to the river side, especially against rain : the oak-fly, 
on the butt or body of an oak or ash, from the begii^ning of 
May to the end of August ; it is a brownish fly, and easy to 
bo so found, and stands usually with his head downward, 
that is to say, towards the root of the tree r the small black- 

recktmed a valualile secret. You may dib for a trout also with a fly or 
;rra.sfe(hopjK;r, as fur a chnh, under a bush, by the bank side, with a strong 
rod, and short strong line. If they do not rise after half a dozen trials, 
tlicroarc none there, or they dislike your bait. — Browne. 

’ This is impossible, unless you dib with the artificial as with the natural 
fly, which is never practised. The method of throwing or casting is more 
particularly treated of in the notes on chap. v. part ii. — ^H. 

- The oak -fly is known also by the names of the ash -fly and the woodcock- 
ily ; .and in Shn^pshire it is call^ the cannon or downhill-fly. Bowlker, in 
his Art of Angling,” p. 63, says, '*This fly is bred in those little halla 
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fljr, OP hawthorn-fly, ia to be had, on any ’ awthorn bush 
after the leaves be come forth. With th sila short 
lino, as I showed to angle for a chub — ^you may dape or tlop ; 
and also with a grasshopper ; behind a tree, or in any deep 
hole ; still making it to move on the top of the water, as u 
it were alive ; and still keeping yourself out of sight, — ^you 
shall certainly have sport if there be trouts ; yea, in a hot 
day, \^\it especially in the evening of a hot day, you Avill 
have sport. 



On the Lea : The Stop, Chingford. 


And now, scholar ; my direction for fly-fishing is ended 
with this shower, for it has done raining. And now look 
« 

which grow on the boughs of large oaks, commonly called oak-apples. 
&yeral of the^ balls had been gathered in the winter and brought 
into the hoiisp; in each was found the cannon fly, — some of M'hicli, being 
enlivened by the warmth of the roi -u, immediately took flight, and tixed in 
the window with the head downwards, the position they observe on the 
trees.*’ 

This discovery, by which the formation of galls is accounterl for, as 
well as the sulistances above mentioned, was made long ago by Maljiigbi ; 
who hod, with great diligence, attended to the operations of insects in" the 
act of depositing their eggs ; and, in his treatise “Do Gallis,” he deseribes 
the hollow instrument, wherewith many flies are provided, with whinh 
they perforate the tegument of leaves, fruits, or bud.s, and through the 
hollow of it inject their eggs into the wounds which they have made,— 
where, in process of time, they hatch and are nourished: and tliis^lie 
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about you, and see how pleasantly that meadow looks ; nay, 
and the earth smells as sweetly too. Come let me tell you 
what holy Mr. Herbert says of such days and flowers as 
these ; and then we will thank God that we enjoy them ; 
and w'alk to the river and sit down quietly, and try to catch 
the other brace of trouts.* 

Sweet day ! so cool, so calm, so bright ; 

The bi'idal of the earth and sky ; 

Sweet dews shall weep thy ^dl to-night, 

fur thou must die. 

Sweet rose ! whose hue, angry and brave, 

Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye ; 

Thy root is ever in its grave, 

and thou must die. 


beheld one of those insects doing in the bud of an oak. See Malpighi, De 
Gallis,” p. 47 ; also Dr. Plot's ** History of Staffordshire,'* p. 224. 
Dr. Derham says, he himself **had the good fortune to see an oak*hall 
ichneumon strike its terdtra into an oak-apple divers times, no doubt to lay 
its eggs therein." — ^Derham's Phys. Theol. book 8, chap. yi. note hh, — ^H. 

' There are many vegetable excrescences called gaUa^ and which owe 
their origin to an egg having been deposited in the substance out of which 
they grow. These galls are of various forms and rises. One of the most 
beautiful of them is that found on the common wild dog-rose. The fly 
which occasions them cuts round the tender bark of a small succulent 
branch of the rose, and turns up a portion of it. Where the sap recedes, 
not having a conductor to the roots, a pretty tuft of reddish moss-like fibres 
is thrown out, which shelters the newly hatched egg till the following 
spring. — Bn. 

^ I regewd this as one of the most pleasing scenes in* Walton’s delightful 
pastoral. Whether we look at his cheerfulness, the kindness of his hearty 
or the contentment of his mind, it is plain that his chief enjo^ent con- 
sisted, not in the capture of a trout^ but 'in strolling on the banks of a 
river on a summer's day, and in contemplating the works of Creation, 
which affonlud liim a boundless theme of praise and admiration. How well 
hiV3 Otway described what Walton must have felt at such moments 

No cares or business here disturb our hours, 

While underneath these shady, peaceful bowers 
In cool delight and innocence we stray. 

And midst a thousand pleasures pass the day. 

Sometimes upon a river's bank we lie, 

'Where skimming swallows o'er the surflice fly ; 

Just as the sun declining with his beams 
Kisses, and gently warms the gliding streams ; 

Amidst whose current rising fishes play. 

And roll in wanton liberty away." — Bn. 
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Sweet spring ! full of sweet days and roses; 

A box where sweets compacted lie : 

My music shows you have your closes, 

and all must die. 

Only a sweet and virtuous soul. 

Like Reason'd timber, never gives ; 

.But when the whole worhl turns to coal, — 
then, chiefly, lives. 

Ven, I thank you, good master ! for your good direction 
for fly-fishing ; and for the sweet enjoyment of the pleasant 
day, — which is, so far, spent witliout offence to God or man. 
And 1 tliank you, for the sweet close of your discourse Avith 
Mr. Herbert’s verses ; who, 1 have heard, loved angling, — 
and I do the rather belieA'c it, because he had a spirit 
suitable to anglers, and to those primitive Christians that 
you love, and have so much commanded. 

Pise, Well, my loving scholar ! and I am pleased, to 
know that you are so w'ell pleased Avith my direction and 
discourse. 

And since you like these verses of lifr. Herbert’s, so 
well, — let mo tell you, Avhat a reverend and learned divine — 
that professes to imitate him, and has indeed done so most 
excellently — hath Avrit of our hook of Common Pratfcr ; 
which I knoAvyou will like the better, Ix'cause ho is a friend 
of mine, and I am sure no enemy to angling.* 

WhaJtl prat’r hj the rook? and common? Yes; why not? 

* The spirit of grace 

A nd auppliration, 

f Is not left free, alone 

For time and place. 


' This passage goes very near to unfohl to us a seiTot in literary history, 
viz. the name of the author of “Tlu* SynaKogin*," a eolloetinri of jnu'iiis 
Buppletory to that of Mr. Ueorge Herbert-, eniitled “The Temple f..r we 
see “Ch. Harvie” subscribed to the ensuing “Kulogium mi llie Cmiunon 
Prayer,” which is also to he found in “The Synagogue.*’ Anti I liml in tlie 
“Athen. Oxon.” vol. i. p. 207, a Christoiilicr llarvi-y, a Master of Arts, 
Vicar of Clifton in AVjirwicksliire, bom in and who llvetl tn 

and perhaps after. Further, the second copy of eominendatoiy verses 
prefixed to this book has the inscription “Ch. Harvie, M.A.*’ The pre- 
sumption therefore is very Ktrong that both were written by the (.'hTistoplier 
Harvey above-mentioned. At the end of “The Synagogue*’ are s«)me verses 
subscribed “Iz. Wa.” — II. 
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Bu.i manner too : to ukad, or speak, hy rote, 

Is, all, alike — to him that prays, 

lu s heart, what with his mouth he says. 

They that in private, by themselves alone. 

Do pray ; may take 
AVhat liberty they please. 

In choosing of the ways 
AVherein to make 

Their souls' moat intimate affections known 
To Him that secs in secret, when 
Th’ are most couceal'd from other men. 

Hut he, that unto others leads the way, 

In public prayer ; 

Should do it, so, 

As all that hear, may know 
They need not fear 

To tunc their hearts unto his tongue and say 
Amen; not doubt ^ley were betray’d 
To blaspheme, when they meant to have prayed. 

Devotion will add life unto the letter : 

And why should not 
That which authority 
Prescribes, esteemed bo 
Advantage got? 

If th’ prayer be fiootl , — the rumnioncr the better. 

Prayer in the Church's Words as well 
As SENSE, of all prayers bears the bell.* 

CH. HAUVIE. 

And now, scholar ! I think it will be time to repair to our 
angle-rods ; which we left in the water to fish for themselves ; 


* The.sc verses were written at or near the time when the Liturgy was 
abolislied by an ordinance of Parliament ; and while it was agitating, as a 
tbe«»l.)gioal question — wliether, of the two, preconceired or extemporary 
prayer is nmst agreeable t«j the sense of Scripture. — In favour of the former 
I have heard it asserted by a very eloquent jxjrson, and one of the ablest 
w'ritt'rs both in prose and verse now living, that he never, without pre- 
meditation, eoiihi address his IV^ker in terms suited to his conceptions; 
and that of nil written coinpositiln, he had found that of prayer to be the 
most difhcult. Of the same ojiiiiiun is a very eminent prelate of this day, 
who (being himself an excellent judge of literature), in a conversation on 
the subject, declared it to me— at the same time saying, that, excepting 
those in the Liturgy, he looked on the prayers of Dr. Jeremy Taylor, that 
occur in the course of his work, as by fur the most eloquent and energetic 
of any in our language. — II. 
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and you ahall dioose whidh shall be yours ; and it is an even 
lay, one of them catches. 

And, let me tell you, this kind of fishing with a dead 
rod, and laying night-hooks ; are like putting money to use ; 
for they both work for the owners when they do nothing 
but sleep, — or eat, — or rejoice, as you know we have done 
this last^ hour, and sat as quietly and as free from cares 
under this sycamore, as Virgirs Tityrus and his Melibceus 
did under their broad beech-tree. JN’o life, my honest 
scholar ! no life so happy and so pleasant, as the life of a 
well-governed angler ; for when the lawyer is swallowed up 
with business, — and the statesman is preventing, or con- 
triving, plots, — then, we sit on cowslip-banks, hear the 
birds sing, and possess ourselves in as much quietness as 
these silent silver streams, which we now see glide so 
quietly by us. Indeed, my good scholar, we may say of 
angling — as Dr. Boteler' said, of^strawberries, “Doubtless 
God could have made a better berry, but doubtless God 
never did ;** and so, if I might be judge, — “ God never 
did make a more calm, quiet, innocent recreation, than 
angling.’* 

1*11 tell you, scholar ! when I sat last on this primrose- 
bank, and looked down these meadows, I thought of them 
as Charles the emperor did of the city of Florence ; — “ That 
they were too pleasant to bo looked on, but only on holy- 
days.” As I then sat on this very grass, J turned iny 
present thoughts into verse : ’twas a wish, which ITl re 2 )cat 
to you. 

' The cjereon here mentioned I take to l*o Dr. Willi.iin Hutlcr, .'in 
eminent physician of our autliQr's tiino, .stykil l)y Fiiller in Jiis “ Worthies'* 
(Suffolk, p. C7), the ^sculapius of the a.^e. He invented a inedic:d ili ink 
called “Dr. Butler's Ale," which was a few ycar«? a"o sold abeortaiii Inu.^os 
III London, that had his hc.*id for a sign. One of these w;is in Ivy Lino, and 
:uiotlicr in an alley leading from (Vdoman-stroet to Basingliall stroet. Hi' 
was a great humourist, a cii’cuDistance in his oharactor wh.ioii, joit'od 
to his reputation for skill in his prufeqj^n, might coutribule to roudor 
him popular. — H. 
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THE ANGLE'S Wlffl.' 

I in these floweiy meads would be : . 

These crystal streams should solace me. 

To wliose baiinoiiiouB bubbling noise^ 

I with my angle would rejoice : 

Sit here and see the turtle dove ■ 

Court his chaste mate to acts of love: 

Or on that bank, feel the west wind 
Breathe health and plenty : please my mind, 

To sec sweet dew-drops kiss these floweret 
And, then, wash’d off by April showers : 

Here, hear niy Kenna sing a song : ^ 

There see a blackbird feed her young, ^ 


1 This song, which was not inserted till the third edition, bears evidence 
of having been written by Walton himself. Sir Harris Nicolas points ou^ 
a variation in the fifth edition fmm the fourth, which is curious. In the 
fourth the name of “ Ohlora” is given — 

Here, hear my Chlorasing a song,” ' 

while in the fifth it is Kcnna; ” in allusion to his second wife’s, maiden- 
name of **Keii.” **Chlura” is an anagram, with a vowel altered, of 
Rachel,” the name of his first wife. — E d. 

" We see by the author s reference to the margin, that he wishes to hear 
Kenna, his mistress, sing the sung Like Hermit poor.” This sOng was set 
to music- by Mr. Nich. Laneure, au eminent musician of WalWs time,' (who, 
we are told by Wood, was also an excellent painter, and whose poitnut' is 
yet to be seen in the music school at Oxford), and is printed, with the 
notes, in a collection entitled ** Select Musical Ayres and Dialogues,” fi)lio^ 
1053. The song, as it stands there, is as follows : — 

Like hermit poor in pensive place obscure, 

1 mean to spend my days of endless doubt, 

’ To wait such woes os Time ainnot recurc 
Where none but luve shall ever find me out. 

And at my gates, and at my gates, despair shall linger still ; 

To let in dcatli, to let in dea£, when love and fortune will. 

“ A gown of gray my body shall attire, 

Aly staff of broken hope whereon I’ll stay, 

Uf late repentance Jinkt with long desire. 

The couch is fram’d whereon my limbs I lay. 

And at my gates, Ac. 
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Or a leverock build her nest : 

Here give my weary spirits rest, 

And raise my low-pitch*d thoughts above 
Earth, or what poor mortals love : 

Thus free from law-suits and the noise 
Of princes* comis, I would rejoice : — 

Or — with my Bryan, » and a book — 

Loiter long-days near Shawffjrd-hrooh : * 

There,, sit by liim ; and eat my meat : 

There see the sun both rise and set : 

There bid good morning to next day : 

There meditate my time away ; 

And angle on ; and beg to have 
A quiet passage to a welcome grave. 

'When I had ended this composure, I left the place ; and 
saw a brother of the angle sit under that honeysuckle liedgc, 
one that will prove worth your acquaintance ; 1 sat down 


** My food shall Vc of care and sorrow made, 

My drink nought else but tears falVn from mine eyes, 

And for my light in this obscure shade 

The flames may serve which from my heart arise. 

And at my gates, &e.** 

It was also set by Sig. Alfonso Ferabosco, and published in n collection 
of his airs, in folio, 1609 ; but Lancare’s is the better composition. 

There is no doubt but that this song was (and probably with Mrs. Walton) 
a favourite; for some years after the restoration, the three first words 
of it had become a phrase. North, in his **Life of the Lord-kuoper 
Guildford,'* speaking of Sir Job Cbarlctt)n, then chief-justice of Ohester, 
says he wanted to speak with the king, and w'cut to Whitehall, where, 
returning from his w'alk in St. James's Park, he must pass ; and there lie 
sat him down, "like hermit pour.** And 1 also And, among the ]>i>eiii.s of 
Phineas Fletcher, a metaphrase of Psalm xlii., which, we arc told, may he 
sung toathc tune of **Like Hermit poor.*’ Further, wc meet with au 
allusion to this song in " HufUbras,*' })art i. canto ii. line 1169 : -- 

“ That done they ope the trap-door gate, 

And let Crowdero down thereat ; 

Oowdero making doleful face, 

JaI-c hermU poor in pemivc place." 

* Probably the name of his favourite dog. — U. It has been siipjiosed that 
Walton may have named him Btbin, after one or other of his distinguished 
contemporaries : Brian Walton, or more probably Brian I)up})a, Bi.-hop ol' 
Winchester, whit was succeeded by Walton’s friend Bi^hop ])biiK y. — Kn. 

’ Shawfonl-brook is the name of that ])iirt of the river Sow that runs 
through the land which Walton Itcqucathed to the corporation of iStatl'ord, 
to find coals for the |H)or; the right of fishery in w'hich attaches V> tlii.'* 
little estate. — K. 
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by him : and, presently, we met with an accidental piece 
of merriment; which 1 will relate to you, — for it rains 
still. 

Oil tlie other side of this very hedge, sat a gang of gipsies ; 



A (iiiwy Encaiupiiicnt. 


and near to them, sat a gang of beggars. The gipsies were, 
then, to divide all the money that had been got that week, 
either by stealing linen or poultry, or by fortune-telling, or 
legordoinain, or indeed by any other sleights and secrets 
belonging to tlieir mysterious government. , And the sum 
that Avas got that week, proved to be but twenty and some 
odd shillings. Tlie odd money was agreed to be distributed 
amongst the poor of their own coVi)oration ; and for the 
remaining twenty shillings , — that was to be divided unto 
four gentlemen gipsies, according to their several degrees in 
tlii'ir commonwealth. 

And the first or chiefest gipsy Avas, by consent, to have a 
third part of the twenty shillings; Avhich all men know is 

0.S*. 

Tlie second aa'ss to liaA C a fourth part of tlie 20^., which 
all men know to be 5s. 

The third Avas to have a fifth part of the 20^., Avhich all 
men knoAv to be 
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The fourth and last gipsy was to have a sixth part of tlie 
20^., which all men know to be Ss, 4J. 

As, for example, 

3 times Ge. 8r/. is 20^. 

And so is 4 times 5«. 20.?. 

And so is 5 times 4«. 20^. 

And so is 6 times 3^. M . — 20^. 

And yet he that divided the money was so very a gipsy, 
that though he gave to every one these said sums, yet he 
kept one shilling of it for himself. 

As for example, s. d. 

G 8 
5 0 
4 0 
3 4 

Make but . . . 19 0 

But now’ you shall know, that when the four gipsies saw' 
that he had got one shilling by dividing the money, — though 
not one of them knew any reason to dcjnand more, yet, like 
lords and courtiers, evc'ry gipsy envied him that was tlie 
gainer, and wrangled with him ; and eveiy one .said, tlie 
rein.aining shilling belonged to him: and so they liH to si» 
high a contest about it, as none that knows the faithfulne'^s 
of one gipsy to another, will easily heliove ; only wj‘ tlial 
havi? lived these last twenty years, are certain that i^iuiu v 
has been able to do mueh misehiet*. llQ\Ye\er, the glj)sii‘'; 
were too wise to go to law, and did tlu refori' ehoosr thrir 
choieo friends BookandiShark, and our late Kiigli-^li ( JuMiiMu.’ 
to he their arbitrators and umpires. And so they li ti th:-- 

* TIu'iv is in llio Siwini^li iMiitfu.i;:*-, ;; 1"'1. -‘lii-ii “i:.: ■ 

tr;insl;it»j<] intu Km;'H.'s1i, ninl iiiitstnt' Oic«*!lior Kiir"|'» :'M .| 

“Tho Lifo t»r Cju/in.'iiHrAltiivncIii' CMiiljiinin':: tin a.-' - nni • ■ !■ v? 

and ri>^utTi('s wliirh this .siiik* tnixiiiaii is ndnlnl 1'> ha\i- I'ra'-ri.v:. - 
tin* aluiM' aiiitsiiiii is t.i “Tin* Knulisli (nr/jsian ; < r ih*- >■! 

nnparalh'lod Thii-r, Janits Hind, Mritit-n ]«\ } KiM;.. ’:, Iti., • d.. 

ill iniitatiiii) of this lunik. Hind a]»iM'ars Iiavr rum tla- lii.hiiI- 
thief of hi.s aj;o ; the son t'f a saddler at (’hi|i}'in:j Ni'ilon, and aiijn t iiiii - 
t«i ii huteher. In the reiiellion he att.*u-hefl hiiii-r!f tt thf iv.;,:d . 

and was aetively njjira.ired in iho l»:ittl*‘s nf W. r.'c^li.r imd W'nn'ii.i i 
In Itifil, lie was iinestcd liy miler of rarliajre rM, ui.iler the r.afm ' 
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AVIloii llu'sc 'svero goin^ \vc heard as Iiigh a contention 
amongst the beggars, wliothor it was easiest to rip a cloak, 
OP to miri]) a cloak? One beggar affirmed it was all one ; 
but that was denied, by asking her, if doing and undoing 
\\ ert' all one ? Tlien another said, ’twas easiest to unrip a 
el.>alv, fop that was to let it alone ; but she was answered, by 
asking h(T, how she unript it if she let it alone? And she 
eoiifest herself mistaken. These, and twenty such like 
ijnestions wore proposed, with as much beggarly logic and 
<'arnestness as was ever heard to proceed from the mouth of 
tho most, pertinacious schismatic; and sometimes all the 
l)ogo:ars— whose number was neither more nor less than the 
pt'tMs’ nine muses — talked, all together, about this ripping 
ami unripping; and so loud, that not one heard what the 
<»ther said. Jliit, at last, one beggar craved audience, and 


I’l! oiu* IViizy's, a barticr ••ver Pt. DiunRtan'H (yhnrch, 

i ; *’ wbich oircuma ijiicw may have introduced him to Waltou's 

H'.'i — X 

31 2 
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told them that old father Clause, whom Ben Jonson, in his 
Beggar^ 9 Bwik} created king of their corporation, was that 
night to lodge at an ale-lioiise, called Catch-lier-by-the-way, 
not far from Waltham Cross, and in tlie high road towards 
London ; and lie therefore desired them to spend no more 
time about tlint and such like questions, but refer all to 
father Clause at niglit, — for he was an upriglit judge, — and 
in the mean time draw cuts, Avhat song should bo next sung, 
and Avho should sing it. They all agreed to tlie motion ; 
and the lot fell to her that was the youngest, and veriest 
virgin of the coinjiany. And she sung Frank Davison’s song,- 
which ho made lorty years ago ; and all the others of tho 
company joined to sing the burthen with her. The ditty 
was this — but first the burthen : 

BrigJit sliiiies tlio sun. Play, beggars, play : 

Here’s scraps enoifgh to serve to-day. 

What noise of viols is so sweet, 

As when our merry clappers ring ? 

What miith doth want, when beggars meet ) 

A beggiir’a life is for a king. 

Kat, drink, and play; sleep when we list, 

(Jo where wo will, so stocks be mist. 

Prigbt sliiiicH tho snii. Play, beggars, play ; 

1 loro’s scraps enough to serve ttr dny. 

Tho world is ours, and ours alone ; 

For we alone haver world at will. 

We purchase not ; all is our own ; 

Both fiehls and streets we beggars fill : 

Nor care to got, nor fear to keep. 

Did ‘every break a beggars sleep. 

Bright shines the siui. Play, heggais, jilay . 

Here’s semps enough to si*r\o to day. 

A hundred herds of i>lack and whiti* 

I 'poll oiir go A iis seeuiviy feed : 

A ml yet if any dare ii.s ]»ite, 

He dies, therefore, as sure as creel. 

Thus beggars lord it :is they ])lease. 

And only lieggur.s live at ease. 

Briglit shiiicH tbesiin. Play, hegtr.'irs, play : 

Ih’iv's srraps enongli ti» MTve to-il:u. 

' The conie<l.v of the “U"yal Merrham, or Biggar'.- Bn.di," • riTTi .i 
l>y Beaiiineiit and Fleteher, and nut hy IVn Juiisfii. - H. 

- Frank l)avisnru>\ as the e1de.xt .•Mill wf Seen lary l>avi.'' j>, i1m‘ vijiiwi • 
the mean and cowauHy device i-f (Jnet'ii Kli/altih, Tc reneo-.* iV.-in l.- r-i); 
the odium of the juiinlor of Maiy. (v>iuin -d' -SiFt H. Nio*i. vs. 
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Ven. I thank you, good master! for tliis piece of inorri- 
nicnt ; and this song, which was well huinourea by the maker, 
and well remembered by you. 

Pine, lint, I pray, forget not the catch which you pro- 
mised to make against night ; for our countryman, honest 
Coridon, will expect your catch, — and my song, wliich I must 
be forced to patch up, for it is so long since 1 learnt it, that 
7 have forgot a part of it. But, come, now it hath done 
raining, let’s stretch our legs a little in a gentle walk to the 
river ; and try what interest our angles will pay us, for lending 
them so long to be used by the trouts ; lent them indeed, 
like usurers, for our profit and tlieir destruction. 

Pen. Oh me, look you, master! a fish ! a fish ! oil, alas, 
master, I have lost her ! 

Pi/tr. Ah, marry, sir! that was a good fish indeed: if I 
had had the luck to have l^ikoii up that rod, then it is twenty 
to one ho should have not broken my line by running to the 
rod’s end, as you suflcrod him. 1 would have held him 
within tlie bent of my rod, — unless he had been fellow to the 
great trout that is near an ell long, wliich w'as of such a 
length and depth, that he had his picture drawn, and now is 
to be seen at mine host Biekabie’s, at the ficorge in AVare; ^ 



'i’l' lit rji.t iiiifreriiu'iitly liecii caii;'ht ill the river Thames weighing: 
Ji I'l in.ii.N. .Mr VairelJ h:ts ]i|mvc( 1 them tu Ijc the re.^! tnmt, mid not 
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and it may be, by giving that very great trout the rod, that 
is, by casting it to him into the water,' I might have caught 
liim at the long run ; for so I use always to do when I meet 
with an overgrown fish ; and you will learn to do so too, here- 
after ; for 1 tell you, scholar ! fishing is an art — or, at least, 
it is an art to catch fish. 

Ven. But, master ! 1 have heard tliat the great trout you* 
speak of is a salmon. 

jPtgc. Trust me, scholar ! I know not what to say to it. 
There are many country pcjople that believe liares cliango 
sexes eveiy year : and there be very many learned men think 
so too,* — ^for in their dissecting them, they find many reasons 
to incline them to that belief. And to make tlie wonder 
seem yet less, tliat hares change sexes, note that Dr. Meric 
Casaubon afllrms, in his book of credible and incredible 
things, that Gaspar Peuceriis,^ a, learned physician, tells us 
of a people that, once a year, turn wolves, partly in shape, 
and partly in conditions.* And, so, wh('tlicr this were a 
salmon when he came into fresh water, and his not returning 

swi-tnuit. (tenoral Pophiuii tlnl trout t** u vt*ry lar^c size in liis pri MM’vo.*; 
at Jhmj'erfonl, ftir M'lileii |iur|iose)ie purcliaswl (piantitiesorfivsli-unti-i* 
sliriiiipM. ^Ye have already atroiit vveigbiT)g‘J*2.|^ll>s. -Ki>. 

* Cotton dis:ii)proves of this ydan, in Part II. Oliap. XII., alth"u;rli 
there is no donht it must Ihj done under some circumstanees. Ki». 

- This curious notion is got from Topsell, p. - Ki». 

•* (hisiMir Peiieer was Melanethoirs son-in-law, arid editur of lii-- 
He wrote various medical troati.ses, and one 'in iin'iievN wciirhl'^ aid 
measures. He suffered an impvisoniiieiit ««f ten years during' wlii'-h i inM- li-' 
wmte hi.s thoughts on the margin of lNini{.s with an ink nnnic or i•llnlr 
crusts aipl wine. Ho wa.s born lo25, ainl rlied liio-j, ngi. d 7^. — Ki». 

Among the many strangL^ deliisioii.s which have a Hlictcd nu n. (Imi. f 
siippo.sing themselves traiisfomierl into hnitos nf vnri'ius kind-, -'n li a- 
horse.s {Jiippanihn>p!f\ dogs wolves {hfrnnthrfpiiK •■.■■i lli* i -, 

has Ireeii so fropient :w to give names t<» several ti»nos of mania, cl.^.-r i i \ 
SaiivagOH in his Nosnlogy under the general head of K.mlin 

atKnns that a whole cloister ef mins imagined them-'.lvcs h.- ■ tt-:, 
mewing, itc., a.s such : a tew years since theivmiglit have I'ccn sccri i-i t‘i.- 
iio.s})ital of Itelleviie near New- York, a man who tancied hiinsfii ti. !.-■ ;i 
aiul hml attained singular skill in grmitiiig as he ridicil aiifiig tin* 'ii.iw 
of his cell ; anil the puuishment of Xebiichadnezzar lUanid iv, o;'. ■ t ui- 
io h ave In'eii a maniacal Imanthropy^ njH.iii which many iMiriinis conjsciun s 
liave l)een made. It is remarkable that the wolf-man. Lpvtiuthritfios .A' xh*' 
({reeks (see for Litroinuni,s\, hmp tinmv "t ih" 

French, Wahr-mHf of the (reiiiiaiis, has W-cn known tVem far antiquity 
down to couii>aratively imHlern tiiut-«. — Aii. Ei*. 
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into tlie sea hath altered him to another colour or kind, I 
am not able to say ; but I am certain he hath all the si^ns 
of being a trout, both for his shape, colour, and spots : and 
yet many think he is not. 

Ven. But, master ! will this trout which I had hold of die ? 
for it is like he hath the hook in his belly. 

riac, 1 will tell you, scholar ! that unless the hook be fast 
in his very gorge, ’tis more than probable he will live : and 
a little time, with the help of the water, will rust the hook ; 
and it will m time wear away, — as the gravel doth in the 
horse-hoof which only leaves a false quarter. 

And now, scholar ! let’s go to my rod. ljOf)k you, scholar ! 
I have a fish too : but it proves a logger-headed chub ; and 
this is not much amiss ; for this will pleasure some poor 
body, as we go to our lodging to meet our brother J^etcr 
and* honest Coridon. Cqpio ! now bait your hook again, and 
lay it into the water : for it rains again, and we will eveuri'tire 



In the sjjycamore-tree, and there I will give you more direc- 
1 lno> concerning fishing ; fori would fain make you an artist. 

/'#//. Yes, good master! 'I pray let it bo so. 

IVa'c. scholar ! now we are sat down and arc at ease, 

J .<h;dl tell you a little more of trout-fishing, before I speak 
(»rtlie salmon, which I purpose shall be next, and then, of 
ihe pike or luce. 

Y are to know, there is night as well as day-fishing for 
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a trout ; and that, in the night, the best trouts come out of 
their holes. And the manner of taking them is : on the top 
of the water, with a great lob or garden-worm, or rather two,^ 
which YOU are to fish with in a place where the waters run 
somewhat quietly, for in a stream the bait will not be so well 
discerned. 1 say, in a quiet or dead place, near to some 
swift ; there, draw your bait over the top of the water to 
and fro, and if there be a good trout in the hole, he will take 
it ; especially if the night bo dark,^ — for then he is bold, and 
lies near the top of the water, watching the motion of any 
frog, or water-rat, or mouse, that swims betwixt him and the 
sky ; these he hunts after, if he sees the water but wrinkle, 
or move in one of these dead holes, where these great old 
trouts usually lie, near to their holds ; for you are to note, 
that the great old trout is both subtle and fearful, and lies 
close all day, and does not usually atir out of his .hold ; but 
lies in it as close in the day, as the timorous hare does in 
her form ; for the chief feeding of cither is seldom in the 
day, but usually in the night, and then the great trout feeds 
very boldly. 

And you must fish for him with a long line, and not a 
little hook : and let him have time to gorge your hook, for 
he does not usually forsake it, as he oft will in the day- 
fishing. And if the night be not dark, then fish so w ith an 
artificial fly of a light-colour, and at the snap,^ nay he will 
sometimes rise at a dead mouse, or a piece of cloth, or any- 
thing that seems to swim across the water, or be in motion. 
This is a choice way : but 1 have not oft used it, because it' 
is void of the pleasures that suck days as these tliat w'e two 
now enjoT^', afford an angler. 


* Barker says: “Aiiotlier gcHKl iiictiiiHl is t«» uuvi-r your hook Avitli a 
large wonii drawn up the sliank, and to add soveml others niNUit iiie jtoir.i , 
leaving parts of them hanging round, and to lot the hait lie at the bottom. 
Tliis dues w'dl also in the day-time.** 

* You will hear when they rise, then slock your line down as near .is 
you can guess to the bottom, holding it upright; you will easily |)erceivo a 
bite by your hand. — B rownk. 

3 That is to say, at the first touch of the fish. The White Paimer is a 
good night fiy, on a largo hook ; then as day dawns, substitute a jHed^ and 
at full light a of tlie same kind. These, with lob-wormr, will serve 
all the year for night angling ; which is the surest of all, and kills the largest 
trout. Your line must not be longer than your rod. — Barker's Deliuht.’* 
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And you are to know, that in Hampshire— which I think 
exceeds all England, for swift, shallow, clear, pleasant brooks, 
and store of trouts — they use to catch trouts in the night, by 
the light of a torch or straw ; which when they have discovered, 
they strike with a trout-spear, or other ways. This kind of 
way they catch very many ; but I would not believe it till I 
was au eye-witness of it, nor do 1 like it now 1 have seen it. 

Ven. But, master ! do not trouts see us, in the night ? 

Fisc. Yes ; and hear, and smell, too, both then and in the 
day-time.^ For Gesner observes, the otter smells a fish forty 
furlongs off him in tho water ; and that it may be true, seems 
to be affirmed by Sir Faavcis Eacox, in the eighth eentury 
of his Natural ifw- 
tory ; who there 
proves that waters 
may be the medium 
of sounds, by de- 
monstmting it thus : 

“That if you knock 
two stones together 
very deep under the 
water, those that 
stand on a bank 
near to that place, 
may hejir the noise 
without any dimi- 
nution of it by the 
water.’* He also 
oflers the like expe- 
riiiieiit concerning 
the letting an anchor fall, by a very long cable or rope, on 

^ Swamnienliiiii iuiwi'is that ShH hcj^r, and addH, that *‘they have a 
Avoiiderful hihyriuth of the ear for that punioee.*’ A clergyman, a friend 
4 if ijiiiie, assures me, that at the abbey of St. Bernard, near Antwerp, he 
siiw carp come at the whistUng of the feeiler. — H. 1 have tried too many 
4^Y|icriiiient8 OH to the heai^fng of fish not to be convinced that they do hear, 
aiid there is little doubt of their sense of smelling. When I have he&i feeding 
the gold and silver fish in Hampton Court Hardens, and cut the inside of a 
]iiecc of orange-peel to resemble a bit of bread,^ they would never touch it, 
which is some evidence that they do smell. Besides which it was a confirmed 
])mctice with anglers to use aromatic essences in their gnmnd-baitB, and, as 
I have already said, (see p. 134,) it was fjiind to answer. — E d. 
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a xockf or the eand^ within the sea. And this being so well 
observed and demonstrated, as it is by that learned man, has 
made me to believe that eels nnbed themselves, and stir, at 
the noise of thunder; and not only, as some think, by the 
motion or stirring of the earth, which is occasioned by that 
thunder. 

And this reason of Sir Francis Bacon, Exper.” 702, has 
made me crave pardon of one that I laughed at for 
affirming, that he Imew carps come to a certain place in a 

S ond, to be fed at the ringing of a .bell or the beating of a 
rum. And however, it sh^ be a rule for me, to make 
as little noise as I can, when 1 am fishing, until Sir Francis 
Bacon be confuted, which 1 shall give any man leave to do. 

And lest you may think him singular in this opinion, — 1 
will tell you, this seems to be believed by our learned Doctor 
Hakewill, who, in his “ Apology^of God’s Power and Pro- 
vidence,**^ p. 860, quotes Pliny, to report that one of the 
emperors had particular fish-ponds ; and, in them, several 
fish that appeared and come, when they were called by their 
particular names.* And St. James tells us, chap. iii. Y, that 
all things in the sea have been tamed by mankind. And 
Pliny tells us. Lib. ix. 35, that Antonia, the wife of Drusus, 
had a lamprey, at whose gills she hung jewels or car-rings ; 
and that others have been so tender-hearted, as to shed 
tears at the death of fishes, which they have kept and 
lovcd.^ And these observations, which will to most hearers 
seem wonderful, seem to have a furtluT confirmation from 
Martial, Lib. iy% Epigr. 30, who writes thus : — 

c< 

^ TliiM ItQuk, -wliitih wAii fifst in folio, nti<l is full m 

excellent lenniing ami ^ood sense, contains an exaiiii nation and censure of 
tliat common error which philosophers have fallen into : *Hliat there is in 
Nature a ])er{)etual and univcreal ilccay/’ The contrary whereof* is with 
great force demonstrated. — H. 

^ I have read somewhere of a trout which was keptf<»r a Imig time in a 
little spring pond, that answered to the name of ** Turn/’ And in the Ayr 
Obm'ver, there was mention made of an Eel in a ganlen well, which came t4> 
he fed out of a spoon by the children on being called by his name, Uob 
Roy. Lucian (Syrian G^dess) says: “There is also an adjacent lake, 
very deep, in which many sacred fishes are kept ; some of the largest hare 
names given to them, and come when they are called." — Ei>. 

* Mous. Eemier, in his “Mogul Empire,'' reivirts the like of the Great 
Mogul.— U. 
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Meofor / lie fto. 

Angler t would'efc thou be guiltleest then forbear; 

For theee are aacred fiahea that awim here^ 

Who know their aorereign, and will lick 1^ hand, 

Than which none’a greater in the world’s command ; 

Nay more, they’ve names, and when th^ adled are. 

Do to their several ownem* call repair. 

All the further use that I shdl make of this shall be, to 
advise anglers to be patient and forbear swearing, lest they 
be heard and catch no fish. 

And so I shall proceed, next, to tell you, it is certain, 
that certain fields near Leominster, a town in Hereford- 
shire, ore observed to make the sheep that graze upon 
them more fat, than the next, and also to bear finer wool, 
— that is to say, that that year in which they feed in such 
a particular pasture, they shall yield finer wool than 
they did that ^ear hefdte they came to feed in it; and 
coarser again, if they shidl return to their former pasture ; 
and, again, return to a finer wool, being fed in the fine wool 
ground Which, 1 tell you, that you may the better believe 
that, 1 am certain, if 1 catch a trout in one meadow he shall 
bo white and faint, and very like to bo lousy ; and, as cer- 
tainly, if 1 catch a trout in the next meadow, he shall bo 
strong, and red, and lusty, and much better meat. Trust 
me, scholar ! 1 have caught many a trout in a particular 
meadow, that the very shape and enamelled colour of him 
hath been such, os hath joyed me to look on him: and 1 
have then, with much pleasure, concluded with Solomon, 
“ Evciything is beautiful in its season.” ^ 

I should, by promise, speak next of the salmon ; but I 

« 

^ The trout deliglits in sinall purling rivers, and brool^ with gravelly 
huttoms and a swift stream. His haunts are an eddy, behind a stone, a log, 
or a bank that projects forward into the river, and agsinst which the stream 
drives ; a shallow between two streams ; or, towards the latter end of the 
.suiiimer, a luilbtail. His hold is usually in the deep, under the hollow of 
a liiiuk, or the root of a tree. He spawns about the beginning of Novem- 
Ikt ; and does not recover till the beginning of Mandi. When fish f(nr 
large trout or salmon, a winch fastened to the rod, at the bntt-end, will 
1)0 very useful : uprm the rod whip a number of small rings of about an 
cigbtli of au inch diameter, and, at firsts about two feet dUrfwt from each 
other, but, afterwards, diminishing g^ually in their distances till you 
come to the end. The winch should carry ten yards or more of wove hair 
or silk line. When you have struck a fiedi that may endanger your tackl^ 
let the line run, and wind him up as he tires. [Yon will find great conveni* 
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will, by your favour, say a little of the umber or grayling ; 
which is so like a trout for his shape and feeding, that 1 
desire I may exercise your patience with a short discourse 
of him ; and, then, the next shall be of the salmon. 

enoe in a spike, sere wed into the end of the butt of yonr rod : wlien yon 
have Htnick a fish, retire backwanls from the river, and, liy means of the 
spike, stick the rod peii)eiidicular in the gnmnd ; you may then lay hold of 
the line, and draw die fish to you, as you see proper. But this should not 
be done against the stream, or till the fish is exhausted, as the line would 
be likely to snap. — Ei>.J When you angle for a trout, whetJier with a fly 
or at the ground, you need but make three or four trials in a ]>lace ; w'hicli, 
if unsuoc^Mftil, you may conclude that there are none there. Walton, iu 
speaking of tlie several rivers where trout ore found, has made no mention 
of the Keunet ; which, undoubtedly, produces as good and os luatiy trouts 
as any river iu England. In the reign of King Charles the Second, a trout 
was taken — ^in that river, near Newbury, with a casting net— wJiioh 
measured forty-five inches iu length. — H. Hodand is very elaborate on the 
subject of tront>fishing, to whom the pmctkal angler is referreil. For tlic 
economy of the fish ounsult Yarrell, and an ingenious paper by Mr. Boccius, 
in London’s ** Entertaining Naturalist.** — Ed. 
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*OVSRilYAT10KS OF THE UMBER OR GRAYLING, AND DIRECTIONS HOW TO 
FISH FOR HIM. 


PiscATOR. — The umber and grayling are thought, by 
some, to differ as the herring and pilchard do. But though 
they may do so in other nations, 1 think those in England 
differ 'nothing but in their namcs.^ Aldrovandus says, they 
be of a trout kind : and Oesner says, that in his countiy, 
which is Switzerland, he is accounted the choicest of all fish. 
And in Italy, he is, in the month of May, so highly valued, 
that he is sold at a much higher rate than any other fish. 
The French, which call the chub “un villain,” call the 
umber of the lake Leman, ** un umble chevalier ; ** and they 

^ The larger grayling is cnlleil an uuil^r ; as the full-grown jack ia 
called a pike.— B iiowke. 
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yalue tlie umber or graylmg so highly, that they say he 
feeds on gold; and si^ liiiat many have been caught out of 
their fiimous riyer of Loire, out of whose bellies grains of 
gold haye been often taken. And some think tibat he feeds 
on water-tihyme, and smdls of it at his first taking out of 
the water ; and they may think so with as good reason as 
we do, that our smdts smell like yiolets at their first being 
caught, which I think is a truth. Aldroyandus says, the 
salmon, the grayling, and trout, and all fish that liye in clear 
and sharp streams, are made by theirmother Natore of such 
exact shape, and pleasant colours, purposely to invite us to 
a joy ana contentedness in feastmg with her. Whether 
this is a truth or not, it is not my purpose to dispute : but 
it is certam, all that write of the umber, declare him to be 
very medicinable. And Gtesner says that the fat of an 
umoer, or grayling, being set, with a little honey, a day or 
two in the sun, in a little glass, is very excellent against 
redness, or swarthiness, or an^hiag that breeds in the eyes. 
Salvian^ takes him to be called umber from liis swift 
swimming or gliding out of sight, more like a shadow or a ghost 
than a fish. Much more might be said both of liis smell 
and taste: but I shall only tell you that St. Ambrose, the 
glorious Bishop of Milan, who lived when the Church kept 
fasting-days, calls him the flower-fish, or flower of fishes ; 
and that he was so far in love with him, that he would not 
let him pass without the honour of a long discourse. But I 
must, and pass on to, tell you how to take this dainty fish. 



Orayling. 

> Hippolito Salviani,-an Italian iiliysician of the sixteenth century: In 
wrote a treatise **De Fiscilnis, cum eorum figtiris and <lied at Bonn.-, 
1572, aged 59.-11., 
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First note, that he grows not to the bigness of a trout, ‘ 
for the biggest of them do not usually exceed eighteen 
inches. He lives in such rivers as the trout does ; and is 
usuidly taken with the same baits as the trout is, and after 
the same manner— for he will bite both at the minnow, or 
worm, or fly — ^though ho bites not often at the minnow, 
and is very gamesome at the fly ; and much simpler, and 
therefore bolder than a trout ; for he will rise twenty times 
at a fly, if you miss him, and yet rise again. He has been 
taken with a fly made of the red feathers of a pMJdta, a 
strange outlandish bird ; and he will rise at a fly n^ unl&e 
a gnat, or a small moth, or indeed at most flies that are not 
too big.* 'He is a fish that liurks close aU winter; but is 
very pleasant and jolly after mid-April, and in May, and in 
the hot months. He is of a very fine shape ; his flesh is 
white; his teeth, those little ones that he has, are in his 
throat, — yet he has so tender a mouth that he is oftener lost 
after an angler has liooked him than any other fish. Though 
there be many of these fishes in the delicate river Dove, and 
in Trent, and some other smaller rivers, as that which runs 
by Salisbury ; yet he is not so general a fish as the trout, 
nor to mo so good to cat or to angle for.* And so I shall 

' There arc tliree veiy distinct sizes of grayling. pink, bo called 
from its not innch exceeding the minnow in size. The skett, or skate, which 
average nhont five to the pound ; and tlie half-pound fish, whicli then takes 
tlic name of *‘gr.ayliug.’' Pennant mentions, as a rare instance, a gray- 
ling, caught near Ludlow, which weighed foiir'ponnds, six ounces ; and was 
more than eighteen inches in length. A member of the Houghton Fishing 
Club sent me one about the same weight, and 1 had two sent me which 
Aveiglied three pounds and a half each. — Ed. 

- The following is one of the great secretJP in grayling-fisliing. “ do to 
a <leep dead part of the river, never mind if there is no wind, or if Uie sun 
is 111 it ; use the finest gut you can procure, and two flies ; and when you 
Jiave thrown your line Jut light as gossamer, let it sink for eight or ten 
inches. You will not see a rise, but a slight curl in the water, which by a 
little pracjtice you will understand quite as well, and when you strike you 
will have tlie pleasure of finding a good fish, or more, tugn^g away at tlie 
eml uf your line instead of a skett grayling. Though the best anglers prefer 
the fly, it must Ihj omfessed that the largest grayling arc killed hy tlie 
maggnt and grasslnqqicr. Tlie most destructive way with both is to sink 
and draw.” — Ed. (from his “Angler’s Bambles.") 

^ The haunts of the grayling are so nearly the some with those of the 
trout, tliat ill fi.shiug fur cither, yon may, in many rivers, catch both. 
They s]>:iwii about the l 3 cginuiug of April ; when they lie, mostly, in sharp 
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take my leave of him : and now come to some obsen'ations 
of the aalmoni and how to catch him. 

stnams. Baits ilnr the grayling are chiefly the same as those for the trouts 
except the minnow, wUdi he will not ^e so freely. He will also take 
gentles Teiy eagerly. When yon fish for him with a fly ^ can hardly use 
one too small. The grayling is miufli more apt to rise than descend ; 
therefore, when yon angle for him, alone, and not for the 'tront^-— nse a 
floaty with the bait from six to nine inches from the bottom, rather than 
the running-line. 

The grayling is fonnd in great plenty in many rivers in the north, 
po^ouMy the Humber. And in' the^Wye^ which runs through Hereford- 
shire ano^Monmouthshire into the Scrrern, I have taken with an artificial* 
fly, very huge ones ; as also gmt numbera ef a small, but excellent fish, of 
tlie trout kind, called a Lastjspring ; of . which, somewhat will be said in a 
subsequent note. They aie not easily , to be got at without a boat, or wading ; 
for whidi reason, those of that country' use a thing th^ call a thorricle, 

or TRUOKLH : in some places 
it is called a coble, from 
tlie Latin **oorbula,*’ a little 
basket : it is a basket shaped 
like the half of a walnut’s 
shell, but shallower in propor- 
tion, and covered on the out- 
side with a horse* -hide ; it has 
a bench in the middle, and 
will' just hold one person ; and 
is so light that the countrymen 
will hwg it on their heads like 
a hood, — and, so, travel, with 
a small paddle which serves 
for a stick, till they come to a 
river ; and then tliey laiincb 
it, and step in : there is great 
diiiicnlty in getting into itiie 
of those truckles, for the 
instant yon bnich it with your 
foot it flies from you : and when you ai'e in, the least inclination ofthe ix.xly 
ovei'sets it. It is very diverting to see how upright a man is foi-eed to sit 
in tliese vessels, and to mark with what state and solemnity he dm^s up 
the stone which serves for an anchor, when he would nmuive, and hds it 
down Again : however, it is a sort i>f navigation that 1 wish tuir 

piscatoiy disciple never to attempt.— H. 





THE FOURTH DAY 

(^omtinued.) 

CHAPTER VII. 

onSERVATIOXS OP TUB SALMON : WITH HIRECTIONS HOW TO PISH FOR HIM. 


PiscATOR. — The Salmon is accounted the king of fresli- 
watcr fish ; and is ever bred in rivers relating to the sea, yet 
so high, or far from it, as admits’ of no tineWo of salt, or 
brackishness. He is said to breed or cast his spawn, in 
most rivers, in the month of August : ’ some say, that then 
they dig a hole or grave in a safe place in the gravel, and 
there place their eggs or simwm, after the melter has done 
his natural ofiicc, and then hide it most cunningly, oiyl cover 
it over with gravel and stones ; and then leave it to their 
Creator’s protection, who, by a gentle heat which He infuses 
into that cold element, makes it brood, and beget life in the 
spawn,* and to become samlets early in the spring next 
following. 

' Their usual time of s]iawniug is .nlmut the liegiuning of Seiiteia1x>r; 
I'lit it \h siiul that th<»iMi in the Seveni sjiawn in May. — H. The Fpawning 
FoasMii varies in Jifferent rivers and fnnn different causes (see Yarreirs 
“Fishes,” vpI. ii. p. 1 — 70, and 8upp. 1 — 8, where all that rekites to the 
salmon is elabomtely treate<lv In the Twee<1, salmon are found to spawn 
fntin the end of Seiiterolier till the liegtnning of November. They are also 
known to b{awu at different times in the same river. This may account 
for their ruuniug t:p rivers, of all sizes, in summer and autumn. — Ea. 
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The Salmons having spent their appointed time, and done 
this natural duty in the fresh waters, — ^they then haste to 
the sea before winter, both the melter and spawner : but if 
they bo stopjied by flood*gates or weirs, or lost in the fresh 
waters, — ^then those so left behind, by degrees grow sick 
and lean, and unseasonable, and kipper, that is to say, have 
bony gristles grow out of their lower chaps, not unlike a 
hawk’s beak,' which hinders their feeding; and in time, 
such fish so left behind pine away and die. It is ob- 
served, that be may live thus, one year,, from the sea : 
but he then grows insipid and tasteless, and loses both his 
blood and strength ; and pines and dies the second year. 
And it is noted, that those little salmons called skeggers, 
which abound in many rivers relating to the sea," are bred 
by such sick salmons that might not go to the sea ; and, 
that though they abound, yet they never thrive to any con- 
siderable bigness.® 

But if the old Salmon gets to the sea, — then that gristle 
which shows him to be a kipper, wears away ; or is cast oif, 
as the eagle is said to cast his bill ; and he recovers his 
strength ; and comes next summer to the same river, if it bo 
possible, — to enjoy the former pleasures that there possest 
him ; * for, as one has wittily observed, he has — like some 
])crson8 of honour and riches, wdiich have both their winter 

* This gristly tusk, or “gil,” is only found in male wilinon generally 
About spawning time, and soiuo weeks afterwards, aiul disappears as tiu* lisli 
get into condition, and reappear in the following breeding season. The use 
of it is not accurately known. Browne thinks it is a teniporarv' rlefeih'e 
against other fish that would <levonr the spawn, but Eplieinem is of opiniDii. 
after much observation, that \JbsuHe is for making furrows in thogi-iwel Ix'd 
of tho river in which the female dei>osits lier milt. -Kn. 

- “Particularly the rivers of Yorkshire, Devonshire, and Dorsetshiie 
alxmt May.”— B rownr. 

® This is now found ti> be incorrect. Rkeggers are the one-yoar t)ld ]\ro- 
dace of healthy and not of sick wiluioii. Mr. Y'.'irrell :iclii)its the following 
terminology ; — Salmoii of tlie firat year is a Penk : of the .•«ec*nid year, till 
he goes to the seti, a Smolt ; .ml after its retum, in the .nituinu, i^tthnon 
iW, or Ed. 

* TJie migration of tho saliiion, .and divers otlier s.»rts of lislio.s is 
analogous to that of birtls; and Mr. Hay ooiifirnis Waltons a.ssertion, by 

that “ Salmon will yearly ascend a river four or five hnndrc*i1 iuiit?s : 
only to cast their spawn, and secure it in ImnkR of sand till the young b' 
h.atched and excludecL; they then return W sou .*igAiii." See Bay's ir<WoM 
of God in the Crwti^ p.80. 
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and summer-houses — the fresh rivers for summer, and the 
salt water for winter, to spend his life in ; which is not, as 
Sir Francis Bacon hath observed in his “ History of Life 
and Death,” above ten years. And it is to be observed, 
that thougli the salmon does grow big in the sea, yet iio 
grows not fat but in fresh rivers ; and it is observed, tliat 
the farther they get from the sea, they be both the fatter 
and better.' 

Next, 1 shall tell you, that though they make very hard 
shift to get out of the fresh rivers into the sea ; vet they 
will make harder shift to get out of the salt into tlio fresh 
rivers, — to spawn, or possess the pleasures that they have 
formerly found in them : to which end, they will force them- 
selves through flood-gates, or over weirs, or hedges, or stops 
ill the water, even to a height beyond common belief.- 
Gresner speaks of such plaaes os are known to be above eight 
feet high above water. And our Camden mentions in his 
“ Britannia,” the like wonder to be in Pembrokeshire, 
wliere the river Tivy falls into the sea ; and that the fall is 
so downright, and so high that the people stand and wonder 
at the strength, and slight, by which they see the salmon use 
to get out of the sea into the said river ; and the manner 
and height of the place is so notable, that it is known, far, 
by the name of the salmon-leap. Concerning which, take 

' Liitor rosoarclies Imve establislied tlint it is in the sea and not in the 
fi-crih water that siilmon fatten. They are in their primest condition 
i 111 mediately after their return from tlic sea, and then ^^ually lose their 
briglitiiess, and become comparatively lean. — Bn. 

* Miidie, in the ** British Naturalist,” describes, from personni observa- 
tion, Niiiiu! of the situations of cxtnionlinary^linou-lea])8. Of the fall of 
Kilmoriic, on the Beauly in Invernessliire, it is said, *‘thnt the pool below 
tliu fall is very large ; and as it is the heml of the river in one of tbo 
finest sajinnn rivers in Scotland, and only a few miles distant from the 
sea, it is literally throngerl with salmon, which are ci»ntiiiiiaI1y attempting 
t>» ]Mkis the fall, but w'ithont success, as the limit of their pcriJendicular 
.<4]>riiig docs not apjiear to exceed twelve or fourteen feet; at least, if they 
leap liigher than that, they arc aimless and exhausted, and the force of the 
iMirretit dashes them down again before they have recovered their energy. 
Tiify often kill themselves by the violence of their exertions to ascend.” 
We are told that by the side of the leap, on a flat piece of rock, a kettle 
was ko)it Imiling, and the salmon frequently, on missing their spring, fell 
into this kettle and were boiled alive. The Frasers ^ Lovat, who were 
lords of the manor of Beauly, used to entertain their friends on such 
occasions, under a canopy ere(^ near the stream. — Yabrell. 
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this also out of Michael Drayton,* my honest old friend; as 
he tells it you, in his “ Polyolbion.’* 

Ab wlien the Bsdmon ncokfl a fresher streaiu t 
Which hither from the sea comes, yearly, by his kind, 

As he to^v'rds senson grows ; and stems the wat*ry tract 
Where Tivy, falling down, makes an high cataract, 

Forced by the rising rocks that there her course oppose. 

As thougli within her bounds they meant her to inclose 
Hero, when the labouring fish does at the foot arrive. 

And finds tliat by liis sti'ength lie does but vainly strive : 

His tail takes in his mouth, and bemliiig like a bow 
That’s to full compass drawn, aloft himself doth throw — 

Then springing at Ids height, os doth a little wand 
That, bended end to end, and started from man’s liand. 

Far off itself doth cast, so does the salmou vault ; 

And if at drat ho fail, his second summei'sault ^ 

Ho instantly essays, and, from his nimble ring 
Still yerkiiig, never leaves until l^msclf ho fling 
Above the opposing stream. 

This, Michael Drayton tells you, of tiuslen, . anmior- 
sault of the salmon. 

And next, I shall tell you, — that it is observed by Gesner 
and others, that there is no better salmon than in England, 
— and that though some of our northern counties have as 
fht, and as large,’ as the river Thames, yet none are of so 
excellent a taste. 

* An excellent poet, bom in War^dckshiie, 1563. Among his works, 
which are very numerous, is the *'Polyolbion,” a chorographical description 
of the rivers, mountainj^ forests, castles, &c., in this island. Though this 
poem lias great in^iit, it is rendered much mora valuable by the learned 
notes of Mr. Selden. The author died in 1G31, and lies buried among the 
lioets in Westminster Abbey. — H. 

^ Summenault, or siimmrfset, from Mibremnli^ Fr. a high leap, u 
which the heels are thrown over the head. To tlirow a summerset, is a 
phrase common with tumblers. — ^H. Drayton’s notion of the Balmpn-leap, 
which prevails almost nnive]> ;dly even to the present day, is found to be 
more poetical than true. The salmon is said never to curve itself or put 
its tail into its mouth for the purpose of leaping, bat to derive its saltatory 
force from its powerful fins. — E d. 

’ The following interesting article of intelligence apfieared in one of the 
London journals, April 18, 1789 : — ** The lai^t salmon ever caught, w:i!* 
yestenlay brought to Loudon. This extraonlinaiy fish measured upwartls 
<»f four feet from the point of the nose to the extremity of the tail, and three 
feet round the thickest ]>art of the body ; its w*eight was seventy jjounds, 
within a few ounce). A fishmonger in the Miuories out it up at one shilling 
per pound, and tlie whole was sold almost iinmeduitvly."— II. Hofiami 
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And as 1 liavc told you that Sir ITraiicis Bacon observes, 
tho age of a salmon exceeds not ten years; so let me next 
toll you, that his growtli is very sudden : it is said, that, 
after he is got into the sea, he becomes, from a samlet not 
so big as a gudgeon, to be a salmon, in as short a time as a 
gosling becomes to be a goose. Much of this, has been 
observed ; by tying a ribband, or some known tape or thread, 
in t]ic tail ot some young salmons, which have been taken 
ill weirs as they have swiinmed towards the salt water ; and 
tlien by taking a part of them, again with the known mark, 
at the same place, at their return from the sea, which is 
usually about six months^ after; (and the like experiment 
luith been tried upon young swallows ; who have, after six 
months* abscncc,beenobserved to return to the same chimney, 
there to make their nests and habitations for the summer 
following :) which has iiy:lined many to think, that every 
salmon usually returns to the same river in which it was 
bred ; ^ as young pigeons, taken out of the same dove-cote, 
have also been observed to do. 

And you are yet to observe further, that the he-salmon is 
usually bigger than the spawner ; and that he is more kipper, 
and less able to endure a winter in the fresh water than she 
is : yet she is — at that time of looking less kipper, and better 
— as watery, and as bad meat. 

And yet you are to observe, that as there is no general 

mentions one of seventy-four pounds, which was caught at loch Awe^ hooked 
one clay and nut landed till the next. We have hea^ that Professor Wilson 
caught a salmon with a fly, in Scotland, which weighed*Bixty-fi>ur pounds. 
But the largest on recoxd came into the possession of Mr. Grove, fish- 
monger, of Bond-street, in 1821. This weighed eighty-three imunds. 
Salmon of great weight used formerly to he fiiken in the Thames ; but we 
believe not for more than twenty years. Human ingenuity has of late yeara 
come to the aid of Salmon in facilitating its passage over the steepest 
tUlls. Mr. Smith, of Deanston, invented in 1840 an intersected stair-ladder 
(figured in Mr. Yarrell’s work), by which the fish can ascend any &11 st^ 
by step. And in the late Paris Exposition (1855) the model of one was 
exhibited wjiich had been used with much success in Ireland, and up which 
oven minnows had been seen to ascend. — ^En. . 

^ On an average Salmon return to their native river within three 
months, and frequently in two. — Eo. 

That tills is undoubtedly the case, has been proved of late yearii, by the 
practice of marking salmon and then turning them again into the river from 
M'hich they were taken, and in which they have b^n found the following 
yt*ar. — En. 
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rule without an exception, so there are some few rivers in 
this nation, that have trouts and salmons in season in winter, 
as it is certain there be in the river Wyh in Monmouthshire, 
where they be in season, as Camden observes, from September 
till April/ But, my scholar ! the observation of this and many 
other things, I must in manners omit; because they will prove 
too large for our narrow compass of time ; and, therefore, I 
shall next fall upon my directions, how to fish for this 



Salmon. 

And, for that : first, you shall observe, that usually ho 
stays not long in a place, as Trouts will ; but, as 1 said, 
covets still to go nearer the spring-head ; - and that lie does 
not, as the trout and many other hsh, lie near the watc'r-side 
or bank, or roots of trees, but swims in the deep and broad 
ports of the water, and usually in the middle, and near the 
ground*, ® and that, there, you are to fish for him; and that 

t 

^ 111 the Kiver Lea, ^vliich runs iuto tlie sea at tlie Cove of (AU'k, salmon 
aro ill seoHoii the whole year round, an 1 cun myself testify, liaviiig result'd 
at Cork the greater jiart of tlie year. — JIemnie. 

- The salinou delights in large, rapid rivers ; especially Mwh a.-s have 
pebbly, gravelly, and sometimes weedy bottoms. — H. 

3 A caddis or gentle^ imt on the dp of a hook baited M'ith s. diib-tly, 
takes salmon smelts lieyoiid expectation. — ^Browne. The suud-i^d is a 
favourite food of the Solinoii, although it seldom happens that any fntxl 
is discovered in the stomach of the hsh. The reason is, that when a 
salmon is hooked, or struggling in a net, the contents of the stomach are 
immediately disgorged. A friend of mine in Scfvtland having, in an estuary 
of the WAy enclosed a (^>at numlier of salmon, distinctly anw them, as the uet 
a'as being hauled to the shore, thraw up quantities of sand-eels. — En. 
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he is to be caught, as the trout is, with a worm, a mionow, 
which some call a penk, or with a 

And you are to observe, that he is veij seldom observed 
to bite at a minnow, yet sometimes he will ; and not ilsually 
at a fly ; but, more usually at a worm, and then, most usually, 
at a lob or garden-worm, which should be well scoured, that 
is to say, kept seven or eight days in moss before you fish 
w'itli them ; and if you double your time of eight into sixteen, 
twenty, or more days, it is still the better ; for the worms 
will still be clearer, tougher^ and more lively, and continue 
so longer upon your liook. And they may be kept still 
longer, by keeping them cool, and in fresh moss ; and some 
advise to put camphire into it.* 

Kote also, that many use to fish for a salmon, witli a ring 
of wire on the top of their rod, tlirougli which the line may 
run to as great a length as is needfm, w hen he is hooked. 
And to that end, some us% a wheel about the middle of tlieir 
rod, or near their hand; which is to be observed better 
by seeing one of them, timn by a large demonstration of 
words. 

And now I shall tell you, that which may bo called a 
secret. I have been a-fishing with old Oliver Ifenly, now 
with God, a noted fisher both for trout and salmon ; and 
have observed, that he would usually take tlircc or four 


1 T1k‘ precis; layers of ^Imon in different rivers «ui only be known by 
experience. They are sometimes found close to the bunks in eddies, 
diverging currents, or rapids caused by obstructions, about which flies, 
worms, and other food are likely to Ijo collected. The best plan is to • 
itbUiin inromiution from a fisherman in tlie locality. — En. 

- Halts for sahuou arc : lob-wnnns, for t||e gniiind ; smaller worms and 
bobs, carl-ljait, and, indeed, moat of the IxiSts taken by the trout, at the 
top Ilf the water. And as to flics; rememlier to make them of the most 
ijjunlv colours, and very large. There is a fly called the hivrsc-lcech fly^ 
wbieh ho Is very fond of : they are of various colours, have great heads, 
large bodies, very long tails, and two (and some have thr^) pair of wings, 
j)]accd liehiiid each other ; behind each pair of wings, whip die body about 
with gold or silver twist, or Ixith ; and do tlie same by the head. With 
this fly, fish at len^thf as for trout and grayling. But if you do it 

with two or three butterflies of different colours, or with some of the most 
glaring small flies you can find. — H. The artificial fly is undoubtedly the 
most ideasaut and efieetive mode of angling for aa^on. Never strike too 
suddenly at a rising fish, nor tiU you feel him, which yon will do readily if 
he has taken the bait, as he generally tarns his head. — Eo. 
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vonns out of his bag, and put them into a little box in 
his pocket, where he would usually let them continue half 
an hour or more, before he would bait his hook with them. 
1 have asked him his reason ; and he has replied, “ He did but 
pick the best out, to be in readiness against he baited his 
hook the next time ; ** but he has been observed, both by 
others and myself, to catch more fish than I, or any otlier 
body that has ever gone a-fishing with him, could do, and 
especially salmons. And I have been told, lately, by one of 
his most intimate and secret friends, that the box in which 
lie put those worms, w'as anointed with a drop or two or 
three, of the oil of ivy-berries, made by expression or 
infusion : and told that, by the worms remaining in that box 
an hour, or a like time, they had incorporated a kind of 
smell that was irresistibly attractive, enough to force any 
fish within the smell of them to bite. This 1 heard not long 
since from a friend, but have not tried it ; yet I grant it 
probable, and refer my reader to Sir Prancis Bacon’s 

Natural History,” where he proves fishes may hear; and, 
doubtless, can more probably smell; and I am certain 
Gesiier says the otter can smell in the water ; and I doubt 
not but that fish may do so too. It is left for a lover of 
angling, or any that desires to improve that art, to try this 
conclusion. 

1 shall also impart two other experiments, but not tried 
by myself, which I will deliver in the same words that they 
w’ere given me, by an excellent angler and a very friend, in 
writing ; he told me tlie latter was too good to be told, but 
in a learned language, le.st it should be made common. 

“ Take the stinking oil drawn out of polypodv of the oak 
by a retort, mixed with turpentine and hive-honey; and 
anoint your bait therewith, and it will doubtless draw the 
iish to it.” 

The other is this : “ Vulnora hederjo grandissiinte inflicta 
sudant Balsamum oleo gelato, al bican tique ])ersiuuli\ odoris 
vero loiige suavissimi,”* 

’Tis supremely sweet to anv fish, and vc1 assafertida mav 
do the like." 

* Tmuft/fttion — “Slit tliu ]ar;;t'st branfhrs of an ivy tree, nml it will 
yield au ideaginole lialwiiu, white in i*<doiir and of a plcasin.s CKlour." 

• The nMii/ntithi iwit which ivfeiv* t * nrolahly i> tins : — “Take 
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But in these things I have no great faith ; yet grant it 
probable ; and have had from some chymical men, namely, 
from Sir George Hnstmgs and others, an affirmation of them, 
to be very advantageous. But no more of these, especially 
not in this place.* 

1 might, here, before I take my leave of the salmon, tell 
you, that there is more than one sort of them ; os namely, a 
Tecon, and another called in some places a Samlet, or by some 
a Skegger." But these, and others which 1 forbear to name, 
may be fish of another kind, and differ, as we know, a Herring 
and a Pilchard do ; ^ which, 1 think, ore as different as the 

asMtiftciida, three drachma ; camphor, one drachm ; Venice turpentine, 
line dnicluii. Beat altogether with aome drops of oil of lavender and oil of 
camomile. Anoint eight inches of your line above the hook with it ; and 
for a trout in a muddy stream, and a gudgeon in clear water, it has the 
preference over any other ung^nt whatever." In a Inxik iutitleil, the 

Secrets of Angling," hy J. Denny; at the end, is the following mystical 
rti’Ipc nf ** 11. II." who posHibly may 1)C the ** H. Iloe" mentioned in AValtoii's 
picfaco :■ - 


To hliNS thy linit, and make the dsh to hite,— 

Lo ! here's a incaiiH, if thou caimt hit it right : 

Take gnin of life, well lioiit and laid to soak 
In oil M-ell drawn from that which kills the unk. 

Fish where thou wilt, thou shalt liave sport thy fill ; 

Wlien others fail, thou simlt be sure to kill. — II. 

1 Xo liiinest angler will ever resort to a nefiuions way of taking fisli. 
Tile following extract of a letter which appeared in one of the London 
]iiipors, '21 St .lime, 17S3, should operate as a general caution against using, 
in the coni]N)sitioii of Ixiits, any ingredient pr^udiciaUto the human con- 
stitntion [Xitx wmicOt &e.). '^Newcastle, June 16. Last week, in 
Lancashire, two young men, having caught a laige quantity Of trout by 
mixing the unter in a small brook with linia^ ate heartily of the trout at 
dinner tlie next day : they were seised, at midnight, with violent pains iu 
till' intestines ; and though medical assistance was immediately pix>curetl, 
tliey cxinred, before noon, in the greatest agonies." — S ir H. Nicolas. 

* Called also a brandling. They live in the swiftest streams, and never 
gi-ow beyond six or eight inches. The bait for these is the aDt*fly or red 
w.inn, MS for gudgeon. — Browvk. They are also called fingerling, skerling, 
gravelling, lasprin^ sjiarliug, and ]iaiT, all which names it would be 
dcsinible to discontinue cxce]>ting ]iar and samlet. — Yarrrll. 

^ There is a fish, in many rivers, of the salmon kiml ; which, though 
very small, is thought by some curious i)ersoDS to be of the same species ; 
;ind this, I take it. is the fish known hr the different names of salinon-pink, 
>hei1ders. skeggers, lAst*H)iriiigs, and gravel last-springs. But there is 
another small Ash very much resembliug these in Bhai)e and colour, called 
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nven in which they breed, and must, by me, be left to 
*di8(iui8itionB of men of more leisure, and of greater aUltiM 
thim 1 profess myself to have. 

. And lastly, I am to borrow so much of your promised 
patience, as to tell you, that the trout, or ss^on, being in 
■season, , tove — ^at their first hiking out of the water, wmeh 
•coiitinues during life — ^their bodies adorned, the one with 
■such red spots, and the other w4th such black or bladdsh 
spots, as give them such an addition of natural beauty as^ I 
thinks was never given to any woman by the artificial paint 
or patdies in which they so much pride themsejyes in this 
age. And so 1 shall leave them both, and proceed to some 
observations on the pike. 

the griwel liiMt-Hprlng, found only in the rivers Wye and Severn ; which is 
undoubteilly, a tlisiinct species : tlicse H]>awu alioiit the beginning of 
S^teutljcr : and in the Wye^ I have takei ilieiii -with an ant-ily, as fast os 
Toould throw. Perhaps this is what Walton calls the tecon. — ^H. 





X 



CHAPTER VIII. 

OBS£RVATIO^'S OF THE LUCE OR TIKB, WITH DIRECTIONS HOW TO FISH 
FOR HIM. 


JPiscator, The iniglity Luce or Pike is taken to be the 
tyrant, as the Salmon is the king, of the fresh waters. ’Tis 
not to bo doubted but that they are bred, some by generation, 
and some not, — as iiainely, of a weed called pickerel-w^eed, 
unless learned Gesner be much mistaken ; for he says this 
weed and other glutinous matter, with the help of the sun’s 
heat, ill some particular mouths, and some ponds adapted 
for it by nature, do become pikes,’ — but, doubtless, divers 

* Kii'liiinl Frmiks, in liis “ Nurthuni Memoirs,*’ attf'icks W.*i1ton for 
wli;a lie has sai*! uf the in the folluwiuj^ terms. “When I 

met iiim (Isaac Waltmi) at ."Stafford, 1 ur^fed liis own ;irginneut uism 
him, tliat iiickerel-w\ttl of itM.lf hroeds ]iickerel. Which «|uestfou wns no 
si'orirr stitinl, Ixit he transmits himself tu his autboritv — viz., Gehiier, 
J)iihraviu:« and Aldn'vnndiK, Which 1 rcmlily opj^osed, and offered uiy 
rciisoiis til prove the eimtrary ; asserting that pickerels have Iicen fished 
cut of ponds where that woetl (for aught I knew) never grew since the non- 
a^rc (if tiim\ imr pickerel ever known to have shed their spawn Uiere. 
This 1 prii)H)uniletl fn.iiii a nitioiinl conjecture of the hcn>nshaw, who, \ a \ 
C'liuiiutdc herself with the fry of lisb, l)ecauite in a great juensure pai*t of bis 
maintenance, ]>ro]iabIy might lap some Sfiawn about his legs, in regard to 
adheniig to the segs and bull-nishes, near the shallowii, where the fish shed 
tlieir si>awn, us myself and others, wntbout curiosity, have obsenreiL And 
this slimy sulistancc a<UicriDg to her legs, &c., and she mounting the air for 
another stati'iu, in all probability mounts with her. Where note — the next 
]iMnd she haply arrives at, possibly she may leave the sfiawn behind her, 
which my ('••m]deat Anglerno longer deliberated, butdrupiiedhis aigiinieut, 
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pikes ore bred after this manner, or are brought into some 
ponds some sucli other ways as is past man’s finding out ; of 
which we have daily testimonies. 

Sir Francis Bacon, in his ** History of Life and Deatli,” 
observes the pike to be the longest lived of any fresh-water 
fish ; and yet he computes it to be not, usually, above forty 
years ; and others think it to be not above ten years ; and 
yet Oesner mentions a pike taken, in Swedeland, in the year 
1449, with a ring about his neck, declaring he was put 
into that pond by Frederick the Second, more than two 
hundred years beiore he was last taken, ns by the inscription 
in that ring, being Greek, was interpreted by the then Bishop 
of Worms.^ But of this no more, but that it is observed, 
that the old or very great pikes have in them more of state 
than goodness, the smaller or middle-aixed pikes being by 
the most, and choicest palates, observed to be the best meat ; 
and, contrary, the eel is observe?! to be tlie better for ago 
and bigness." 


and leaver (icMuer to defend it ; so liutrd away : wliieh rctidei'ed him ratlier 
a forma] ojiinionist, than a reformed and pnictical artist, ItecHiise t» celebrate 
Hucli antiquated records, whereby to maintain such an impnMileassei'tion." 
— H. The doctrine of spontaneous generation, once supported by natii ral ists 
of great name, is as we have elsewhere said, exploded. The reader need 
hoidly be told that pike breed like other river hah. They spawn (we quote 
from Blaine) In March or April, acconling to the tem]>crature of the u-atcr, 
and retiring for the purjiose in ]uiir8, quit therivei'S for the creeks and ditches. 
They seek the stillest part of the water, and freijuently occupy a mud-befi, 
or remain towania tlie edges or shallows, de)) 08 iting their spawn ainou^ 
aquatic idants, of .which reeds and rushes are favourites. The male may 
lie si'On during this time accompanying the female with much attention, 
and whea the fecundating milt lias been ilciiosited over the ova, the pair 
then retire into deep water, and seem to feel no further sulicitndc for the 
result of tlie process. — En. 

* Walton apiienrs to have fmin memory, fii»m “Hakcwill*-; 

Aisdogy,'' where (iesner is cited ns the authority. It is there stiito«l th;)t 
the lish was put into the pond in 1230. The like nccmint dilfers, however, 
three years in the date, from that given in a well-knoMn IwMik, entitled tho 
^Hlciitleman's Kecreatioii,'’ which is: “In the year 1407, a tisii wn.s 
caught in a jMiiid near Heilhron, in Sunbui, with a hi-ass ring, at his gill.s 
ill which were engraved these words; / tnn the Jir»f fxh ivftkh Fmkrh'l: 
thf Srrontff ffotrnmr of the pot into this ptoot the 5fh *f f)rfnhf r, 

1233.** By which itapiiears, th.attbis Ash Inul then lived two hnitdrrd ami 
sixtyMsld years.** — U. • 

* This is a mlitake. Large and old eels .w not siichgo..d eating a< th 
of n smaller siw. — Ki*. 
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All pikes that live long, prore chargeable to their keepers, 
because their life is maintained by the death of so many 
other fish, even tliose of their own kind, wdiich has niado 
him, by some writers, to be called the tyrant of tho rivers, 
or the fresh-water wolf, by reason of his bold, greedy, 
devouring disposition, which is so keen, that, as (resner 
relates, a man going to a pond, where it seems a pike had 
devoured all the fish, to water his mule, had a pike bit his 
mule by the lips, to which the pike hung so fast, that tho 
mule drew him out of tiie water, and by that accident the 
owner of tlie mule angled out the pike. And tlie same 
(lesner observes, tliat a maid in Poland had a pike bit her 
by tlie foot os slie was washing close in a pond. And I Iiave 
heard the like of a w'oman in Killingwortli pond, not far 
from Coventry.' But I have been assured by my friend 
]Mr. Seagrave, of whom I spake to you formerly, that keeps 
tame otters, that he liath known a pike, in extreme 
hunger, fight with one of his otters for a carp that tho 
otter had cauglit, and was then bringing out of tho 
water. I have told you who relate these things; and 
tell you tliey are persons of credit, and shall conclude 
tliis observation, by telling you, wliat a wise mail has 
obsen'ed, “ It is a hard thing to persuade the belly, because 
it has no ears.**- 

A ;:irl w:i< wiisliiii;; )ier liaiifl in a Kinall ]Mmil in StfiflfonlHliire, 
wlu'ii a jiikv soizetl it aii<l iHcemtcfl butli her hand and arm very ecrerely. 

* liowlker, ill liis Art of An^ditij;,*' givea the fidluwing iiistanee of the 
cNToeiliiig Yoriieity of thia linh : — **My father caught a pike in bam-Mecr 
Cl large st-a Tiding- water in ChcNliire), wiw an ell lung, and weighe<l thirty- 

five pounds, whieli he Imnight to tlie Lord Ohulmondeley : his lordidii]i 
ordered it !•> turned into a canal in the ganlen, wherein were abundance 
of sevenil sorts of fish. About twelve months after, his lonlship drawee! 
tlieVaiiai, and found that tliis overgrown pike luul devoured all tlie Ssli, 
<‘\wpi one large carp that weighed Iwtween nine and ten lamnds, and that 
w;us bitten ill several places. The pike was then put into the canal again, 
together with abundance of fish with him to feed upon, all which he 
deviiiiivd in less than a year's time ; and was olwerved by tlie gardener and 
workmen there to take the ducks, and otlicr water-fowl, under water. 
WberetiiMin they shot magpies and crows, and threw them into the canal, 
which the ]>ikc bstk kfore their eyes : of this th^ acquainted their Ion! ; 
wb>i, thereupon, onlered the slaughtenuan to tlirow in calves' -liellies, 
ciiickeus’-gutis aiid m(*h. like garlsige, bi him, to prey upon. Dcing soon 
afttT ncgleeteti, be died, ns supiioseil, from awnt of fissl." The following 
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But if these relations be disbelieved, — ^it is too evident to* 


relation was inserted as an article of news in one of the London papers,. 
Jan. 2nd, 1765 :-- 


Abont ten days a^, a lai^ge pike was caught in the river Ouse ; which 
weighed upwanls of twenty-eight pounds, and was sold to a gentleman in 
tlie neighbiraThood fur a guinea. As the cook-maid was gutting the fish, 
die found, to her great astonishment, a watch with a black ribbon, and 
two steel seals annexed, in the body of the pike ; the gentleman’s butler, upon 
opening the watch, found the maker’s mime, Thomas (’ranefield, Burnham, 
Norfolk. Upon a strict inquiry, it Api)ears that the said watch was sold to 
a gentleman’s servant, who was unfortunately drowned about six weeks 
ago, in his way to Cambridge, between this place and South-Ferry. The 
watch is still in the possession of Mr. John llobcrts, at the Gross Keys, in 
Littleport, for the insiiection of the public.” 

And this in the some paper, the 25th of the wime mouth and year: — 

**On Tuesihiy last, at Lillishall lime-works, near Ne^ 7 )ort, a |»ool aliont 
nine yanis deep, which Ims not lieeii fislied for tiges, was let off, by means 
of a level brought up to drain the works ; ivlnm an onormons pike wiis 
found : ho was drawn out by a ro}ie fastened nmnd liis head and gills, 
amidst hundreds of spectators, in which service a p-eat many men were 
employed : he weighed upwards of one hundred and seventy pounds and 
is thought to Is: the largest ever seen. Some time ago, the clerk «)f the 
fiarish was trolling in the aiNjve )mio], when his liait was seized by this 
furioiiH creature, which hy a sudden jerk pulled him in, and douhtlcss 
would have devoured him also, had he not by wonderful agility and dex- 
tcmiiH Hwiinrning, esca]Hxl the dreadful jaws of this vonicioiis animal.” 

Ill Dr. Plot’s “ History of Staffonlshire,” p. are sundry relation.^ of 
]dkc of great magnitude ; one, in (larticuhir, eaught in the Thame, .an ell 
and two inches long. 

Tim ftillowing st»»ry, containing further evhlemv of the voracity of ilii.s 
fish, with the addition of a ]ileasant circuiiistiince, is in Fuller .s “W'.rtliie^ 
Lincolnshire,” p. 144; — 

“A cub fox, drinking out of the river Arnus in Italy, had his Lea<I 
seized on by a mighty pike,"8i> that neither Could free theiii'selves, but 
were iiigi'appled together. In this contest a young man nnis into the 
water, takes them out both aim;; and carrieth them to the Duke of 
Fl'>reiicc, whostt palace was hanl by. The ]>'*Tter wouM not admit hin», 
witliont promising of sharing his full lialf in what the duke should give 
him ; to w'hich he thojieless, otherwise, of entrance! condeseendetl. The 
duke, highly affected with the nirity, was alxuit giving him a g<.>oiI rewavil ; 
which the other refused, desiring his highness would appoint one i>f his 
guai'd to give Kim an huudretl lashes, that his |torter might have tifty. 
ntH'ording to his composition. And here my intelligence leavt-th me how 
much farther the jest was fullow’ed.” 

Fuller also reUtes— from a biHik eniitlrd “ Vox ru*is,” printed in 
1626— -that one Mr. Amlerson, a townsman and merchant of jfiewcastle, 
talking with a frigud on Newcastle bridge, and fingering his ring, let it 
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b.e doubted, that a pike will devour a fish, of his own kind/ 
tiiat shall be bigger than his bellv or throat will receive, and 
swallow a part of him, and let the other part remain in his 
mouth till the swallowed part be digested, and then swallow 
that other part that was m his mouth, and so put it over by 
degrees, which is not unlike the ox and some other beasts 
taking their meat — not, out of their mouth, immediate into 
their belly, but first into some place betwixt, and then chew 
it, or digest it by degrees after, which is called chewing the 
cud. And, doubtless, pikes will bite when they are not 
hungry ; but as some think, even for very anger, when a 
tempting bait comes near to them. 

And it is observed, that the pike will ent venomous 
things, as some kind of frogs are," and yet live without being 
harmed by them ; for, as some say, he has in him a natural 
balsam, or antidote against all poison. And he has a 
strange lieat, that though it appears to us to be cold, can yet 
digest or put over, any fish-llesh by degrees, without being 
sick. And others observe, tl^at he never eats the venomous 
frog till he have first killed her, and then — as ducks are 
observed to do to frogs in spawning time, at wliich time 
some frogs are observed to be venomous — so thoroughly 
washed her, by tumbling her up and down in the water, 
that he may devour her without danger.’ And Gesner 
ailirms, that a Foloniaii gentleman did faithfully assure 

the river : but it luiving lieeii Hwallowed by a fish, — and the fish 
at'torwanis tiikuii, — the ring was fuuiul and restored to him. — II. Efdic- 
iiicni says, ** I believe tlie largest pike ever caught m*the British Isles 
was that caught many years ago, and the weight of which v'as alx)ut 
0‘Jll»s., in the river Shannon, by some visitor* at Portumna OasUe, 
the family scat of the Marriuis of Clanricarde. I never myself saw 
a pike that weighed more than 33 lbs ; but Mr. Ghrove and other fish- 
mongers tell me they have frequently had Dutch pike weighing upwards 
of 40 lbs., and sometimes reaching 50 lbs.’* 

^ A pike of a largo size was taken in the river Ouse, by fimtening on a 
h sser one, as the person was drawing it out of the water, who thus caught 
them buth. — Browne. The keeper of Richmond Park sent me a ])ike of 
abimt gexen pounds weight which had been killed, in consequence of its 
having attempted to swallow a pike nearly as laige as itself. — E d. 

^ A pike will, perhaps, feed as readily on frogs as anjrthing. I am not 
aware what Walton means by some kind of frogs being venomous. Did he 
include toads ? And even the secretion from the pustules of the toad is 
merely acrid and not venomous. — E d. 

* Tills is obviously quite fanciful. — E d. 
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him, he hod seen two young geese, at one time, in the belly 
of a pike.* And doubtless a pike, in his height of hunger, 
will bite at and devour a dog tliat swims in a pond ; and 
there have been examples of it, or the like ; for as I told 
you, “ The belly has no ears when hunger comes upon it.” 

The pike is also observed to be a solitary, melancholy, 
and a bold fish ; melancholy, because he always swims or 
rests himself alone ; and never swims in shoals, or with 
companv, as roach and dace, and most other fisli do; 
and bold, because he fears not a shadow, or to see or 
be seen of anybody, as the trout and chub, and all otlier 
fish do. 

And it is observed by Oesner, that the jaw-bones, and 
hearts, and galls of pikes, are very medicinable for several 
diseases, or to stop blood, or abate fevers, to cure agues, to 
oppose or expel the infection of the plague, and to be many 
ways medicinable and useful for the good of mankind ; bet 
he observes, that the biting of a pike is venomous, and hard 
to be cured. 

And it is observed, that the pike is a fish that breeds but 
once a year, and that other fish, as namely, loaches, do breed 
oftener,’and so, we are certain, tame pigeons do almost 
every month ; and yet the hawk, a bird of prey, as the pike 
is a fish, breeds but once in twelve mouths. And you are 
to note, that his time of breeding or spawning, is usually 
about the end of February, or, somewhat later, in March, as 
the weather proves colder or warmer ; and to note, that his 
manner of breeding is thus ; a he and she pike will usually 
go together out of a river into some ditch or creek, and that 
there tlie spawner cast^ her eggs, and the meltcr hovt^s over 
her all that time she is casting her spawn, but touches 
her not.® 

I might say more of tliis : but it might be thought curi- 
osity or w'orsc; — and shall, therefore, forbear it; and, iixliv 

* I \\m\ annually t«) Um*© many young dnclcB, H«mie of t}i©in (>f ".i^nI si/t*, 
ill the waters of Hiiiiiiitoii Court Cardens, in eoiibeijuence of ]>ike lo'eyiriLf >.ii 
them. — Bn. 

^ A {taper in the * Philosophival Transactions tor 1/54,’ CQiitradi«'tK 
Walton’s account, and asserts that fish generate like other aiiimal^ ; hot 
Walton is now found to lie right. N<» sexual coujunetion takes \ hkco. 
The female deimsOs her s]Yawu which the uialo fecundates ly ^ 35' 
with his milt. — £n. 
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up 80 much of your attention, as to tell you, that the best of 
pikes are noted to be in rivers ; next, those in great pon^ 
or meres ; and the worst, in small ponds. 

But before I proceed further, 1 am to tell you, that there 
is a great antipathy betwixt the pike and some froj^ : and 
this may appear to the reader of Dubravius,' a Bishop in 
Bohemia, wno in his book ^^Of Fish and Fish-ponds,” 
relates what, he says, he saw with his own eyes, and could 
not forbear to tell the reader. ‘Which was : — 

“ As lie and the Bishop Thurzo were walking by a large 
pond in Bohemia, they saw a frog — when the pike lay, very 
sleepily and quiet, by the shore side — ^leap upon nis head ; and 
theirog having expressed malice or anger by nis swollen cheeks 
and staring eyes, did stretch out his legs, and embraced the 
pike’s head, and presently reached them to his eyes, tearing, 
witli them and his teeth, those tender ports : the pike, moved 
with anguish, moves up and down the water, ana rubs him- 
self against weeds, and whatever he thought might quit him 
^ of his enemy; but all in vain, for the frog did continue to 
ride triumphantly, and to bite and torment the pike, till his 
strength failed ; and then the frog sunk with the pike to the 
bottom of the water: tlien, presently, the frog appeared 
again at the top ; and croaked, and seemed to rejoice like a 
conqueror; after which, he presently retired to his secret 
hole. The Bishop, that had beheld the battle, called his 
iiaherman to fetch his nets, and bv all means to get the pike 
that they might declare what haa happened : and the pike 
was drawn forth ; and both Ins eyes eaten ^out, — at wliich 
when they began to wonder, the fisherman wished, them to 

^ .Tiinus Dnbravins Soiila, bisbop of OlmuU in Moravia, in tbe Rixtecntli 
coutiiry, wiiH linrii at Pilscn in Bohemia ; ivas sent ambassador into Sicily, 
and niado President of the Chamber which tried the relieJs of Smalcald. 
Besides the above book, (the Latin title whereof is **Dc Piscinis^ ct 
Pisciuin qiii in eis ahiritur, natnris,) he wrote in Latin, a ** History of 
Bohemia : and nu oration to Sigismund, king of Poland, exhorting him to 
make war on the Turks. He seems to ^vc practised the ordering of fish- 
pMiitls and the brefj<liug of fish, both for delight and profit. His b^k ** On 
Fish and Fishqionds, in wliich are many pleasant relations, was, m 1509, 
tnuislated into English, and published in quarto, by Geoxge Ghurchey, 
follow of Lion's Inn, with the title of— “A new Book of gmsl Husbandly, 
very pleasant and of gi'eat profit, both for gentlemen andyeumon, containTng 
the I inter and manner of making of fish-ponds,*' Ac. — H. 
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forbear, and assured them, he was certain that pikes were 
often so served.*’ ‘ 

I told this, which is to be read in the sixth clupter of the 
first book of Dubravius, unto a friend, who replied, It was 
as improbable as to have the mouse scratch out tne cat’s eyes.’ ’ 
But he did not consider, that there be fishing-frog^, which 
the Dalmatians ci^ the water-devil, of which 1 might tell 
you as wonderful a story : but I shall tell you, that ’tis not 
to be doubted, but that there be some frogs so fearful of the 
water-snake, that when they swim in a place in which they 
fear to meet with him, they then get a reed across into their 
mouths ; which, if thev two meet by accident, secures the 
frog from the strengtli and malice of the snake; and note, 
that the frog, usually, swims the fastest of the two. 

And let me tell you, that 
as there be water and land- 
frogs, so there be land and 
water - snakes.^ Concerning 
which, take this observation, 
that the land-snake breeds and 
hatches her eggs — ^a*hich be- 
come young snakes — in some old dunghill, or a like hot 
place : but the water-snake, which is not venomous, and as 
I have been assured by a great observer of such secrets, 
does not hatch but breed her young alive ; which she does 
not then forsake, but bides with them; and in case of 
danger, will take them all into her mouth, and swim away 



* Mr. Pennant, in his ** Zoology,” 4to, Lend. 176P, toI. iv. ]>. 10, has 
the folloMliig remark on this pa«iagQ of the Complete Angler — 

** As frogs adhere closely to the backs of their own species, so we know 
th (7 wiU do the same by Walton mentions a strange story of their 
destroying Pike ; but that they will injure, if not entirely kill carp, is a 
fact indisputable from the following relation ; A Tery few yean ago, on 
fishing a pond belonging to Mr. Pitt, of Enoombe, Dorsetshire, great 
numbers of the Carp were Irand each with a frog mounted on it, the hind 
legs clinging to the back, the fore-legs fixed in the comer of each eye of the 
fish, which were thin and jpeatlj wasted, teased by esnying so disagreeable 
a load. These frogs we imagine to bare been males dUiappoinM o( a 
inate.’*~SiR H. Blus. See more on this snljeet at p. 210. 

^ This is erroneous. But the common Baglkh snake firequently takes to 
the water, and they have been seen swimming between the Hampehiie coast 
and the Isle of Wight, which may hav4» given rise to an idea of a water- 
snake. — E d. ^ 
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from any apprehended danger, and then let them out again 
when she thinks all danger to be past : these be accidents 
that we, anglers, sometimes see, and often talk of. 

But whither am 1 going ? I had almost lost myself, by 
remembering the discourse of Dubravius. I will, tl'ierefore, 
stop here ; and tell you, according to my promise, how to 
catch this 
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His feeding is, usually, of fish or frogs : and, sometimes, 
a weed of liis own called pickerel-weed, — of wliich, I told 
you, some think some Pikes are bred;* for they have observed, 
that where none have been put into ponds, yet they have 
there found many; and that there has been plenty of 
that weed in those ponds, and that that weed both 
breeds and feeds them ; but whether those pikes, so bred, 
will ever breed by generation as the others do, I shall leave 
to the disquisition of men of more curiosityund leisure tlian 
I profess myself to have. And shall proceed to dtell you, 
that you may fish for pike, either with a ledger, ora walking 
bait ; and you are to note, that I call that a ledger-bait, 
which is fixed, or made to rest in one certain place when 
you shidl be absent from it, — ^and 1 call that a walking-bait, 
which you take with you, and have ever in motion. Con- 
cerning which two, I shall give you this direction; that your 
ledger-bait is best to be a living bait, though a dead one 
mav catch, whether it be a fish or a frog : and that you may 
make them live the longer, you may, or indeed you must, 
take this course. 


' See note, p. 141. 


19G 


THE COMPLETE ANOLEB. [PART I. 

Kpst, for your live-bait. Of a fish ; a roach or dace * is, 
I think, best and most tempting ; and a peareh is the longest 
lived on a hook,— and having cut off his fin on his back, 
'which may be done without nurting him,® — ^you must take 
your knife, which cannot be too sharp, and betwixt tliehead 
and the fin on the back, cut or make an ir^ ii^ion, or such a 
scar as you may put the arming wire of your hook into it, 
with as little bruising or hurting the fish, as art and diligence 
will enable you to do ; and so carrying your arming-wire, 
along his back, unto or near the tail of your fish, betwixt 
the skin and the body of it, draw out that wire or arming 
of your hook at anotner scar near to his tail : then tie him 
about it with thread, but no harder than of necessity, to 
prevent hurting the &h ; and the better to avoid hurting 
the fish, some We a kind of probe to open the way, for the 
more easy entrance and pasE^ of your wire or arming : 
but as for these, time,- and a littld experience, will teach you 
better than I can by words.* Therefore I will, for the 
present, say no more of this: but come next to give you 
some directions how to bait your hook with a frog. 

Fen,, But, good master ! did you not si^ even now, that 
some frogs were venomous ; ana is it not clangerous to touch 
them? 

Fisc, Tes, but I will give you some rules or cautions con- 
cerning them. And first you are to note, that tliere are two 
kinds of frogs ; that is to say, if 1 may so express myself, 
a flesh and a fish-frog. By flesh-frogs, 1 mean frogs* that 
breed and live on the land *, and of these there be several 
" sorts also, and t)f several colours, some being speckled, some 
greenish?, some blackish, or brown : the green-frog, which is 

* SIiAkEq>Garo was X)roliab1y nn angler ; as w'c odnchidc from llie pas- 
sage where Fal«tofff coutemjiluting his fntiii'c clesign on the .purse of 
good Master Shallmc^ says, ** If the young dace be a Kait for the old pike, 
I see no reason, in the law of nature, hut I may snap at him.” — 2 flai. IV., 
uefiii., ic. 2. — E». 

- Nohbes, the authority iu trolling, recommends (implying, of course, 
that you should not hurt your fish, ) that .as the pearcli is dark coloured and 
the pike loves a glittering bait, yon should scrape away some of the 
scales to make it brighter, in whicli condition, he says, it is liest adapted 
to snap- fishing. — En. 

* For this (Md oilier modes of j reparing live-bait for trolling, sec- plate 

at end. 5.. 
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a small one, is by Topsell taken to be venomous ; and so is 
the padock or frog-padock, which usually keeps or breeds on 
the laud, and is very large, and bony, and big, especially the 
shc-frog of that kind ; yet these will sometimes come into the 
water, but it is not often ; and the land-frogs are some of 
them observed b^ him, to breed bv laying eggs and others 
to breed of the slimc and dust of the earth, and that in winter 
they turn to slime again, and that the next summer that 
very slime returns to be a living creature ; this is the opinion 
of Pliny. And Cardanus * undertakes to give a reason for 
tlie raining of frogs but if it were in my power, it should 
rain none but water-frogs, for those 1 think are not 
venomous, especially the ^ht water-froj;, which, about 
February or March, breeds in ditches by slime, and blackish 
em in that slime : about whidi time of breeding, the he and 
sh^frogs are observed to^iise divers summersaults, and to 
croak and miJce a noise, which the land-ftog or podock-frog, 
never does. 

Now of these water-fro^, if you intend to fish with a 
frog for a pike, you ore to ^oose the yellowest that you can 
get, for that the pike ever likes best. And thus use your 
frog, that he may continue long alive. 

1 All frogs deposit their spawn in the water. — E d. 

- In his 19th Book **De Snbtilitate.” Hieronymus Cudanus was an 
Italian physician, naturalist, and astrologer, well known by his numerous 
writuig.3 : he died at Borne, 1576. He is said to have foretold the day of 
his death, and that, when it approached, he Suffered himself to die of 
hunger to preserve his reputation. He had been in England, yid wrote a 
character of our Edward VI. — ^H. 

s There are many well attested account/ of the roiiiing of frpgs : but 
Mr. Kay rejects them as utterly false and ridiculous ; and demonstrates the 
iiiilxMsibility of their production in any such manner. See his ** Wisdom ot 
G(]d in the Ci'eation,*’ 310. Also Derham’s ** Phys. Theol.** 344.-- H. It is, 
therefore, with considerable diffidence, 1 relate tlie following fiK^ : — I had 
a house, some years ago, at Fulham, with a garden of about half an acre 
lichind the house, which was surrounded hy ^ bigh wall. ^ 1 caused 
the whole of the garden to he deeply trench^, and when this had been 
done, there was a long and violent rain, which lasted some days. On going 
into the garden when the rain ceased, I fonnd myriads of very snudl frogs 
crawling and hopping about. Now there was only a common pump in the 
ganlen, which was covered over. The sml of the ga^n was a sandy 
loam ; of course no qpawn could have vivified in it, especially after thedeep 
trenching. Whence then did these frogs come ? — ^Bd. 
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Put your hook into his mouth, 'which you may easily do 
from the middle of AprU till August ; and then the frog’s 
mouth grows up, and he continues so for at least six months 
wi^out eating, but is sustained, none, but He whose Name 
IB Wonderful, knows how: I say, put your hook, I mean 
the arming-wire, through his mouth, and out at his gills, 
and then with a fine needle and silk sew the uimr part of 
hia l^with only one stitch to the arming-wire ofyour hook, 
the frog’s le|; above the upper joint to the armed 
wise; and in so domg, use him as though you loved him, 
that is, ham him as little as you may possibly, that he may 
live the longer.^ 

And now, having given you this direction for the baiting 
your ledger-hook with a live fish or frog, my next must be 
to tell you, how your hook thus baited must or may be 
used : and it is thus. Having fastened your*hook to a line, 
which if it be not fourteen yards long, should not be less 
than twelve, you are to fasten that line to any bough * near 
to a hole where a pike is, or is likely to lie, or to have a 
haunt ; and then wind your line on any forked stick, all 
your line, except half a yard of it, or rather more ; and split 
that forked stick with such a nick or notch at one end of it, 
os may keep the line from any more of it ravelling from 
about the stick than so much of it as you intend. And 
choose your forked stick to be of that bigness as may keep 
the fish or frog from pulling the forked stick under the 
water till the pike bites, and then the pike having pulled the 
line forth of the cleft or nick of that stick in which it was 
gently fastened, he will have line enough to go to his hold 
and pouch the bait. And if you would have this Ledger- 
bait to keep at a fixed place, undisturbed by wind or otiior 


^ It 1*8 prefiomed to lie uixiu this jiasFage that Lord Bjron founds liis 
i-Iiarge of cruelty against Walton in the following well-known lines 

** That quaint, old, cruel coxcomb, in his gullet 
Should have a hook, and a small trout to pull it.” 

“ Dow /uaw,” canto xiii. 

In extenuation it should be oliserved that Walton copied thin recipe from 
the ‘‘Book of Alban's.” — Ed. 

^ Or in default of a bough, a stake ; yon may lay several of thes<^^at 
distances, and this is called trimmer fishing.— Brownk. ^ 
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accidents, which may drive it to the shore-side ; for you are 
to note, that it is likeliest to catch a pike in the midst of the 
water, then hang a small plummet of lead, a stone, or piece 
of tile, or a turf, in a string, and cast it into the water, with 
the forked stick, to bang upon the ^und, to be a kind of 
anchor to keep tlie forked stick from moving out of your 
intended place till the pike come. This I take to be a very 
good way to use so many ledger-baits as you intend to 
moke trial of. 

Or if you bait your hooks thus with Kim ilsh or frogs, and 
in a windy day, fasten them thus to ajbough or bundle of 
straw, and by the help of that wiad can get them to move 
across a pond . or mere, you are like to stand still on the 
shore and see sport presently if there be any store of pikes : 
or these live-baits may make sport, being tied about the 
body or wings of a goos^or duck, and she chased over a 

i >ond.* And the like may be done with turning three or 
bur live-baits, thus fastened to bladders, or boughs, or 
bottles ^ of hay or flags, to swim down a river, whilst ^ou 
walk quietly alone on the shore, and are still in expectation 
of sport. The rest must be taught you by practice, for 
time will not allow me to say more of this kind of fishing 
w ith live-baits. 

And for your dead-bait for a pike, for that you may bo 

1 A rud twelve feet long .ml a ring of wire, 

A winder and liaiTel, will help thy deeire 
In killing a Pike : but the forked stick. 

With a slit and a bladder,-— and that other fine trirk. 

Which onr artists call hiia]i, with a goose or h duck, — 

Will kill two fur one, if you have any luck ; 

The gentry of Shrop^ire do merrily smile, 

To see a goose and a belt the fish to beguile. 

When a Pike suns himself^ and a-fnyggiug doth go, 

The two-inched hook is lietter, 1 know. 

Than the ord'uary snaring. But still 1 must cry, 

** When the Pike is at home, miud the cookery.’* 

Barler'a ''Art of A 

- Bottle, Fr. Bottc^ a trass or bundle ; in lioth of which senses it is 
used by our elder writers— in the latter by Walton. ''Methinks,” 
qiiotlk ^ttoin, " I have a great desire to a bottle of Night 9 

bmtmf a, iv., s. 1. And thus, the Dean of St. Paul's : — 

** But 1 should wither in one day, and pass 
To a lock of hay, that am a boitU of grass. -^Doirvs. 
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taugbt bj one dy *b ^ing a-fishing with me, op any other 
body that fishes for him ; for the baiting your hook with a 
dead Ghidgeon or a Boach, and moving it up and down the 



Dead Bait for a Pike. 


water,* is too easy a thing to take-up any time to direct you 
to do it : and yet, because 1 cut you short in that, I will 
commute for it by telling you that that was told me for a 
secret. It is this : 

^Dissolve gum of ivy in oil of spike, and therewith anoint 
your dead-bait for a pike ; and then cast it into a likely 
place, and when it has lain a short time at the bottom, draw 
it towards the top of the water and so up the stream : and 
it is moro than likely that you have a pike follow with more 
than common eagerness. 

And some affirm, that any bait anointed with the marrow 
of the thigh-bone of an heron, is a great temptation to any 
fish." 

^ This iiTcalled Bnap-fifllimg. Tho best times are February and early in 
March. Your lino should 1^ of whlp'oord, tiM to a long manageable 
polo ; bait as directed ; let your iiBh-Wt sink a very little uuder water, 
dropping it down often, so as to make a splash or noise, among nislics or 
a likely haunt, and raising it slowly up again. As soon as you or see a 
pike touch, strike up, and with a strong jerk throw him on land. The 
proper hooks are sold at the shops. — Baowxi. 

^ If this be so, it must orisc^ I think, from the fishy smell of the Hen^u 
giving token of a goodly morsel of food, the undoubted cause of salmon-roe 
being so good a bait. — Bbnkix. Another editor says jocosely, that it is 
perhaps by the influence of instinctive retaliation ; for no greater enemy 
hath the ’habitants of the waters than the heron. It will strike at and 
wound the largest fish, though unable to carry it off ; and it is esteemed 
moro destructive than the Otter. As many as seventeen carp have been 
taken from the, stomach of a single heron ; and it is estimated tflkt 
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These have not been tried by me, but told me by a friend 
of note, that pretended to do me a courtesy.^ But if this 

one bird will destroy nine thousand fish in a year. Ephemera says here 
that ** Anointing any fish dead>bait for pike or forp^rch, or any other 
fish, is more superfluous, if possible, than gilding the puxest Austialian 
gold nugget." But we have nevertbelesH unequiyocal evidence that 
Uvit anointed with oil of ivy has, in some instances, proved very effi- 
cacious. — ^En. 

^ The Pike loves a still, shady, unfrequented water, and usually lies 
.iinongst, or near weeds ; such as flags, bulrushes^ candocks, reeds, or in 
tJic green fog that sometimes coven standing waten, though he w'ill suinc- 
tiiiies slioot out into tlie clear stream. He is, sninetimes, caught nt Uie 
ti»]j ; sometimes in the middle ; and often, especially in cold weather, at 
the l)ottom. Their time of siNiwning, is about the end of Febniaiy or the 
})cginning of March ; and, chief season, from the end of May to the 
liegiiining of February. Pikes are called jacks, till they become twenty- 
four inches long. 

Tub baits fob pike, beside^ tliuse mentioned by Walton ; are a small 
trout ; the loach and millcr's-thumb ; the heatl cud of an eel, with the skin 
taken off lielow the flns ; a small jack ; a lob- worm ; and, in winter, the 
fat of bacon. Pork is an excellent bait. And, notwithstanding w’hat 
Walton and others say against baiting with a perch, it is confidently 
asserteil, that pikes have been taken with a small iierch, cutting off 
dorsal fins, when neither a roach nor bleak would tempt them. 

Observe that all your liaits for pike must bo as frissh as possible. Living 
U'lits yon may take with you in a tin kettle, changing the water often : 
and detul ones should be carried in iiush bran, wMdi will dry up that 
moisture that otherwise M ould infect and rot them. 

It is stningc that Walton hits said Si> little of Trolling ; a methfal of 
fishing for pike, which has been thought worthy of a distinct tru&tise ; 
for which method, and for the snap, take these directions. 

In trolling, the head of the bait-fish must lie at the bent of the 
hook ; whereas, in fishing at the snap, the hook must come out at or- 
iiLvu- his tail. But the essential difference lietween these twj^ methods 
is that, in the former, the pike is always suffered to pouch or swallow 
the bait ; but, in the latter, you are to stnke as soon os he has taken 
it. Some use what is called a spring snap-hook, so arranged with a spring 
that on the line being tightened the books spring apart and enter the pike’s 
jaws. [The spring-snap is generally used with a dcad-hait, a roach being the 
liest one for the purpose. The snap-hooks are best in the summer months, 

M heii pike, finding plenty of fish-food in the rivers are very shy of the 
angler s lureA If at such periods pike seize your bait, tliey often reject it 
M'ithout pouching, so that it is necessary to strike immediately.— >E d. ] 

Thr rod fob tboluno should be about three yards and a half lung, 
M'ith a ring at the top for the line to mu through ; or you may fit a 
trolling-top to your fly-rod, which need only stronger than the 
ei minion fly-top. Let your line lie of green or sky-ooloured silk, thirty 
yanls in length, which will make it necessary to use the Mrinch, as is be&re 
directed, with a SM'ivel at the end. 
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direction to catch a pike thus do you no good, yet 1 am 
certain this direction how to roast him when he is caught is 
choicely good, for I have tried it ; and it is somewhat the 

Tbs combos raoLLiKO-nooK for a living bait^ consults of two large hooks, 
with a common shank, made of one piece of wire, of about three quar- 
ters of inch Jong, placed hack to hack, so that the points may not stand 
in the right line, but incline so much inwards^ as that they with the shank 
may fmm an angle little less than equilateral. At the top of the shank is 
a loop—left in the bending the wire to make the hook double— through 
which is put a Btrong twisted biaBS wire, of about six inches long ; and to 
this is looped another sudh link, but both so loose that the hook and the 
lower link may have room to play. To the end of the line, fiisten a steel 
swivel. 

But there is a sort of trolling-hook — different from that already described, 
and to which it is by some thought preferable — which will require another 
management : this is no more than two single hooks tied liack to back with 
a strong piece of gimp between the shanks. In whipping the hooks and 
the gimp together, make a small loop, and take into it two links of chain 
of about an eighth of an inch diameter ; and into the lower link, by 
means of a small staple of wire, fasten, by the greater end, a bit of lead ot 
a conical figure, and somewhat shar]) at the point. Tliese hooks arc to Isi 
had at the fishing-tackle shoiis ready fitted up. 

This latter kind of hook is to be ^us used ; put the lead into the mouth 
of the bait-fish, and sew it up ; the fish will live some time, and thfiiigli 
tlie weight of the lead will keep his head down, he will swim with near 
the same cose as if at liberty. 

But if tou troll with a dead-bait — as some do, for a reason which the 
angler will lie glad to know, viz. that a living liait makes too great a 
slaughter among the fish — ilo it w’ith a hook, of which the following para- 
graph contains a description. 

I^t the shank be about six inches long, and leaded, from tlic middle .as 
low as the bent of the hook, to which a piece of very strong gimp must be 
fastened by a staple and two links of chain ; Uie shank must be imrU^d 
like a dark and the lead a quarter of an inch sciUiire : the liarb of the shank 
must stand like the fluke of an anclior, w'hich is placed in a contrary 
direction to that of the stock. Let the gimp lie .about a foot long, .and to 
the end thereof on a swivel. To bait it, thnist the barb of the shank 
into the mouth of the bait-fish, and bring it out at his side near the tail : 
when the Imrb is thus brought through, it cannot return, and the fisli Mill 
lie perfectly straight, a circumstance that renders the trouble of tying the 
tail unnecessary. 

There is tkt another sort of trolling- hook — which is, indeed, no oilier 
than what most writers on tliis subject have mentioned ; whereas the others, 
here described, are late improvements — and this is a hixk, either single or 
double, with a long shank, leaded about three inches up the wire witli a 
piece of lead almut a quarter of an inch square at the greater or lower end ; 
fix to the shank an armed wire abmt eight inches long. To liait this hook, 
thrust your wire iiir>o the month of the fish, quite through his belly, and 
out at his tail ; pliicing the u'ire so as that the point of the hook m.iy ii^ 
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better for not being common : but with my direction you 
must take this caution, that your pike must not be a small 

even with the belly of the bait-fidi ; and then tie the tail of the fish with 
strung thread to the wire, — some fiisten it with a needle and thread, which 
is a neat way. 

Both with tlie troll and at the snap, cnt away one of the fins of the bait- 
fish close at the gills, and another behind the vent on the cuutnuy side, 
which will make it play the better. 

The bait being &us fixed, is to be thrown in, and kept in constant 
motion in the water, sometimes suffered to sink, then gi^ually rai^, 
but not perpendicularly ; now drawn with the stream, and then against 
it, so as to counterfeit the motion of a small fish in swimming. If a pike 
is near, he mistakes the bait for a living fish, seises it with prodigious 
greediness, goes off with it to his haunt, and in about teuinmntes, or mow, 
pouches it. When he has thus swallowed the bait, you will see the line 
move, which is the signal for striking him ; do this with two lusty jerks, 
and then play him. [If the line slackens before that time, it is a signal be 
has pouched the bait ; but if yoUiSee a great number of very small bubbles 
rising from the spot where you know by the direction of the line, the jack 
is lying, you should forbear to stiike, it btdng a certain sign that be has 
not pouched. — E d.] 

The other wat op takiko pike, viz. with the beap, is as follows : 

Let the rod Iw twelve feet long, very stnmg and taper, witli a strong 
loop at the top to fasten your line to. Your line must be nboutafi)ot 
shorter than the rod, and much stronger than the trolling-Iine. 

And liere it is necessary to reiiiemlier, that there are two ways of 
snapping for pike, viz. with the live and with the dead-snap. 

For the live-snap there is no kind »f hook so proi)er as the double-spnng 
liook. To l«it it^ nothing more is necessary than to bang the bait-fish fast 
by the back fin t»i the middle hook, where he will live a long time. 

* Of HOOK.S FOR THE DEAD-SEA p there are many kinds. One, which, .afwr 
re|)euted trials, has been found to excel all others hitherto known, the 
descrijitioii and use is as follows, vis. whip two hooks, of alxmt three 
eighths of aii inch in the l)ent, to a piece of gimp, in the manpfr directed 
for that trolling-hook. Then take a piece yf leml, of the same sise wd 
figure as directed for the trolling-houk above-mentioned, and dnll a hole 
through it from end to end; to bait it* take a long needle or wire, enter it 
in at the side, alxwit half an inch above the tail, and with it pass we 
gimp between the skin and the ribs of the fish, bringing it out at his 
mouth ; then put the leail over the gimp, draw it down into the ^ s 
t)m>at* and press his mouth close ; and then, having a swivel to your line, 
hang on the gimp. 

I» TiiROWiEO THE BAIT, remember, that the more you keep it in motion, 
the nearer it resembles a living fish. . * 

When you have a bite, strike immediately the contrary way to tliat 
which the head of the pike lies, or to which he gties with the bait ; if 
cannot find which way his hcsail lies, strike upright with two smart jerks, 
retiring backwards as fast as you can, till you have brought him to a 
landing-place, and then do as liefore is directefl. 
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0X16/ that 18} it muBt bo moro than half a yard, und should 
be bigger. 

Krat, open your pike at the gills, and, if need be, cut also 
a nttle slit tow^s the belly. Out of these take his guts ; 
and keep his liver, which you are to shred veiy small with 
thyme, swe^ maqoram, and a little winter-savory ; to these 
put some pickled oysters, and some anchovies, two or three ; 
both these last whole, for the anchovies will melt, and the 
oysters should not ; to these you. must add also a pound of 
sweet butter, which vou are to mix with the herbs that are 
shred, and let them all be well salted. If the pike be more 
than a yard long, then you may put into these herbs more 
than a pound, or if he be less, then less butter will sui&ce. 
These being thus mixed, with a blade or two of mace, must 
be put into the pike’s belly, and then his belly so sewed up, 
as to keep all the butter in his belly if it be possible ; if not. 


Ah tho pike siHiwns In March, and before that month rivers are seldom 
in order for fishing, it will hardly be wui*th while to begin trolling till 
April : after that, the weeds will be apt to l)e troublesome. But tlic prime 
month iu the year for trolling is October, when the pike are fattened by 
their sunuueris feed, the wceils are rotteil, and by the falling of the waters 
Uie harbours of the fish are easily found. 

Cluxwe to troll in clear and not muddy water, and in windy weather if 
the wind be not easterly. 

Some use, ip trolling and snapping, two or more swivels to their line, by 
meaiis whereof the twisting of the line is prevented, the bait plays mitre 
freely, and, though dead, is made to api)eai’ as if alive, which, in rivers, is 
doubtless an excellent way, but those who fish in i)oiid.s or still waters will 
find very little occasion for more than one. 

Tub pif e is also to be cauqiit with a minnow, for which method tiike 
the following directions : 

Get a single hook, slenderj and long in the shank ; let it resemble the 
shape of a shepherd's crook ; put Icail u])Oii it, os thick near the lient as 
will gf» into ttie minnow's mouth ; phi(>e the (it tint of the hitok ilirectly up 
tho face of the fish. Let the rod )je as long ns you can eouvcnieutly 
matiAgc, with a liue of the same length. Oast up and down, and manage 
it ns when you troll with any other bait. If, wben tbc pike bath t;Lke.n 
your Imit, be run to the end of tho line before he bath gorged it, di> not 
strike, but hold still only, and he will return Imck and .swallow it. It' 
you use that bait with a trull, 1 prefer it to any bait tluit I kii«>w. 

The pike will not refuse a fiy if it be large and gaudy, csiiecially in u 
warm wind that roughs tho water. 

In landinff n great caution is necessary, for his bite is csteonu d 
venomous. The Rest and safest hold you cau take of him is by the bead, 
ill doing which, place yi>ur tliumb and finger in his eye.«. — H. 
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then as much of it as you ^ssibly can : but take not off the 
scales. Then you are to tnrust the spit through his mouth, 
out at his tail ; and then take four, or five, or six, split 
sticks or very thin laths, and a convenient quantity of tape 
or filleting ; these laths are to be tied round about the 
pike’s bo^ from his head to his tad, and the tape tied 
somewhat thick to prevent his breaking or falling off from 
the spit. Let him be roasted very leisurely, and often 
basted with claret-wine, and anchovies, and Wtter, mixed 
together ; and also with what moisture falls from him into 
the pan. When you have roasted him sufficiently, you are 
to hold under him, when you unwind or cut the tape that 
ties him, such a dish as you purpose to eat him out of; and 
let him fall into it with tho sauce that is roasted in his 
belly ; and by this means the pike will be kept unbroken 
and complete. Then, to jthe sauce which was within, and 
also that sauce in the pan, you are to add a fit quantity of 
the best butter, and to squeeze the juice of three or four 
oranges ; lastly, you may either put into the pike with tho 
oysters, two cloves of garlick, and take it whole out, when 
the pike is cut off the spit ; or to give the sauce a haut- 
gout, let the dish into which you let the pike fall, be rubbed 
with it : the using or not using of this garlick is left to your 
discretion. M. B. 

This dish of meat is too good for any but anglers, or very 
honest men ; and 1 trust, you will prove both, and therefore 
L have trusted you with this secret. 

Let me next tell you, that Qesner tell^ us there are no 
pikes ill ISpaiu, and that the largest are injLhe lake 
Tlirasymene in Italy ; and the ne^t, if not equal to them, 
are the pikes of England; and that in England, Lincoln- 
shire boastetli to have the biggest.^ Just so doth Sussex 

* It liAs bei'ii a common notiuii that the ]iiko was not extant in 
till the reign of Henry Vlll. ; but it occurs very frequently 
in tin- “Furiue nf Uury,’* compiled .aliout 1300 by the JHastcr-cookM of 
King Uichiird H. The old mime m'jih Luce, or Lucy. An auciont MS., 
i>>nntr1y in the ])i>sse.ssitiu uf John Tophani, Esq., written abtuit 1250, 
'.II' iitK'iib /^ujm atfwttlcost airc Liicuts" aiuongfit the Ash which the lish- 
\wTe bi have in their .shnps. Three «*f them were the anns of the 
l,n«’;. family, sn early .ts the reign nf Edu.inl I. 

('•■inpiire i\nnaiit'.'< “ ZnnlMgy,'* vul. iii. p. 2S0, 4to ; Chaucer v., Luce^ 
Lilait'r> vel. vi. pp. 1, .5, U. That the jiike was here in 
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boast of four sorts of fish ; namefy, an Arundel mullet, a 
Chichester lobster, Shelsey cockle, and an Amerlv trout.* 
But 1 will take up no more of your time with this relation, 
but proceed to give .you some observations of the carp, and 
how to angle for him, and to dress him : but not till he is 
caught. 

Edward Ill.’ii time, is evident from Chaucer^M Trol. to the ^^Canterlmiy 
Tales," edit. Tyrwh. p. 351, 352 

** Full many a (air partrich hadde he in inewe, 

** And many a Breiueand many a Luce in ntewc.’* 

1 The little river Amu, which rising in St. Leonard’s forest, falls into 
tlie sea at Little llamptiiu, still boasts of its trout and its mullet ; the latter, 
carried up by the spring tides, have sometimes been taken at Aiidwrley 
Castle, ten miles by the river, alwve Arundel, and twenty from the 
sea.— K. 0. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OnSBRVATIONS OF TOE CAUr, WITH DlRKCtlONS HOW TO FI8H FOR HUT. 


Pise. The Carp is the queea of rivers : a stately, a good, 
and a very subtle fish, that was not at first bred, gor hatb 
been long, in Eugland, but is now natqralised. It is said, they 
were brought hither by one Mr. Mascal, a gentleman that 
llicn lived at* Fluiiisted in Sussex, a county ' that abounds 
more with this fish than any in this nation. 

You may remember that I told you, Gesner says, there 
arc no pikes in Spain ; and doubtless, there was a time, 

' For proof of this fact, we have the testimony of the author of the 
**nonkeof Fishing with Hooke and Line/’ Lond. 15 VO, mentioned before 
who, though the initials only of .his nanic are given in the title, appears to 
have lieen Leonanl Mascall, the translah^r of a liook of Planting 
jmmI (rrafling/’ 4t!', 158V, 15VV, ami the author of a Ismk “On Cattel,'’ 
4t». 
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about a liundred or a few more jem ago, when there wero 
no carpB in England, os may seem to be ajBbmed by Sir 
I^bara Baker, in whose chronicle you may find these 
verses. 

Hops and turkies, cam and beer, 

Game into England all in a year.^ 

And doubtless, as of sea-fish the herring dies soonest out 
of the water, and of fresh-wateivfish the trout, so, except 
the eel, the carp endures most hardness, and lives longest 
out of his own proper element : ^ and, therefore, the report 
of the carp’s being brought out of a foreign country into 
this nation, is the more probable. ^ 

Carps and loaches are observed to breed several months 
in one year,* which pikes and most other fish do not. And 
this is partly proven by tame and wild rabbits, as also by 
some ducks, which will lay eggs^ine of the twelve months ; 
and yet there be other ducks that lay not longer than about 
one month. And it is the rather to be believed, because 
you shall scarce or never toko a male-carp without a melt, 

> From a passage in tlie book t)f Dame J uliaua Berners, it appears tliat in 
her time there were carps, thtjngh but few, in England. It seems, thei'c- 
forc, that Mr. Mascall of Flumstead, did not first bring hither carps ; but, 
as the curious iu gardening do by exotic plants, lie naturalised this specius 
of fish; and that, about the era mentioned in the aWc distich, *']Io]).s 
and turkeys,*’ &c., which is elsewhere reail thus : — 

“Hops, reformation, turkeys, cari)S and beer, 

Oamc into England all in one year. — II. 

* Carp live tliei longest out «»f tlie water of any fish. It is a coiriTiinii 
practice 4 n Holland to keep them alive for three weeks or a iiiontli, by 
banging them in a cool p)^, with wet moss in a net, and feeding tlicm 
with bread steeped in milk ; taking care to i-efresh the animal now and 
then by tlirowiug fresh water over the net in which it is suspended. ->11. 

3 Erroneous : Garj) Bi)awu only once a year, towaids the end of May 
or the beginning of June, accoiding to the temiierature of the 'water. 
On this subject Ephemera, following Blaine, tliinks, and with suffioiont 
evidence, that carp do not always deposit the whole of their spawn ; tlial is, 
do not complete the spavrning process at one time : he thinks it not im- 
probable that they eject piirtioim of ova only at several distinct pericMlx, 
and that some weeks even intervene l)elw'eeii the first and last ejectments, 
lie asserts that none of our river fish dejiasit their ova at a single sitting, 
any more than hena or other female binls do. The ow aiT not all inatur.- 
at the wime time. ^Thos-e near the vent are the first maturiMl and ••xp-lle-l. 
—El). 
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or a female without a roe or spawn, and for the most part 
very much ; and especially all the summer season : and it is 
observed, that they breed more naturally in ponds than in 
running waters, if they breed there at all ; and that those 
that live in rivers, are token by men of the best palates to 
be much the better meat. 

And it is observed, that in some ponds caips will not 
breed/ especially in cold ponds ; but where they will breed, 
they breed innumerably : Aristotle and Pliny say, six times 
in a year, if there be no pikes nor perch to devour their 
spawn, ^ when it "is cast upon grass, or nags, or weeds, where 
it lies ten or twelve days before it be enlivened. 

The carp, if he have water-room and good feed, will grow 
to a very great bigness and length; 1 have heard, to be 
much above a yard long,® ’Tis said, by Jovius^ who hath 
writ of fishes, that in thea lake Lurian in Italy, carps have 
thriven to be more than fifty pounds weight ; which is the 
more probable, for as the bear is conceived and born sud- 
denly, and being born is but short-lived, so, on the con- 
trary, the elephant is said to bo two years in his dam’s 
belly, some tiiink he is ten years in it, and being born grows 
in bigness twenty years ; and ’tis observed too that he lives 
to the age of a hundred years. And ’tis also observed, that 
tlio crocodile is very long-lived, and more than that, that 

* They <lo not hreeil in the long canal in Hampton Court Park, though 
they gi-ow to a large size in it. I caught two there, which weighed thirty- 
two pounds. In i)laces where they breed freely, they^seldom grow to a 
large size. — Ed. 

- It has been supposed by some that carp ^dll thriyo in the same ponds 
with pike, hut there is abuuchuit evidence to the contrary. — Ed. 

The widow of the late Mr. David (lariick told me, that in her native 
country, Geniiany, she bad seen the head of a carp served up at table, big 
enough to fill a large dish. — U. There is the skin of one in the British 
Mu!!>eniii, which I sent there, w'hich weighed when alive twenty-six pounds. 
It was caught, out of condition, at Pain’s Hill, near Oobham. Pennant 
mentions a carii of twenty jiounds ; and in the park of Mr. Ladhroke^ of 
Gattoii, a brace was taken which weighed thirty-five pounds. But in 
gcricnil carp in our rivers very rarely reach the weight of six pounds, and 
as seldom twelve pounds in our ponds. In warmer clima^ <France^ 
Holland, and Germany) they grow to twenty, thirty, or fiirty pounds. — Kn. 

* Pauliis .Tovius, an Itadian historian, of very doubtful authority; he 
lived in the 16 th century, and wrote a smaU tract, **De Bomanis Piscibus.’* 
He died at Florence, 1552 . — H. 

p 
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aSt tlmt long life he thrives in bigness : and so I think some 
doj espedallj in some places; though I never saw one 
almye twentj*thrM inches,^ which was a great and goodly 
fish i but have been assured there are of a fiir greater size, 
and in England t^. 

Now, as the increase of carps is wonderful for their 
number, so there is not a reason found out, I think by any, « 
why should breed in some ponds, and not in others, of 
the same nature for soil and all other circumstances. And 
aa their breeding, so are their decays also veir mysterious : 
1 have both read it, and been told by a gentleman of tried 
honesty, that he has known sixty or more large carps put 
into several ponds near to a house, where by reason of the 
stakes in the ponds, and the owner’s constant being near to 
them, it was impossible they should be stolen away from 
him: and that when he has, after three or four years, 
emptied the pond, and expected an increase from them by 
breeding young ones, — ^for that th^ might do so, he had, as 
the rule is, put in three melters for one spawner, — he has, 

1 say, after three or four years, found neither a young nor 
old carp remaining. And the like I have known of one that 
has almost watched the pond, and at a like distance of time, 
at the fishing of a pond, found of seventy or eighty large 
carps not above five or six: and that he had forborne longer 
to fish the said pond, but that he saw in a hot day in 
summer, a large carp swim near the top of the water with a 
frog upon his head ; ^ and that he upon that occasion caused 
his pond to be let dry: and I say, of seventy or eighty carps, 
only found five or six in the said pond, and those very sick 
and lean, and with every one a frog sticking so fast on the 

' Tbe author of the “Angler’s Sure Guide” says, that he has taken carji 
above tweuty-six inches lung, in rivers ; and adds, that they are often seen 
in England above thirty inches long. — H. The usual length is from twelve 
to sixteen inches. — E d. 

^ The same has been said of the Pike in ponds (see p. 194), and, if 
credible, may hold good of other fish. Water-rats and Newts also do 
their part, although the latter have been sup}K)sed to feed only on Tad- 
poles, Crustacea, and wonns. But the finny trilie have even more formidable 
enemies aniongBhe aquatic carnivora, esjiecially Watfr-beeties and tkeir 
larrttf. The Dyticida* are all very voracious, imrticularly the Dvricrs 
XAROiVALis, a large beetle about an inch long, which swims in the maaner 
of a fn>g, .and is very destructive to young fish, Burmeister mentions one 
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head of the said carps, that the frog would not be got off 
without extreme force or killing. And the gentleman that 

whioh devoured two frogs in the speed of forty hours, and was linmd, on 
dissection, to have digested them. It feeds greedily on apaum, and we 
We seen one covered with it. The larva of this which is variously 

called the Water - 
devil ^ or Waier - 
iiger , and when 
full grown is about 
two indies and a 
half long, is said 
to be even more 
destructive than 
its parent. Its 
liabit is to hang in 

the water, suspended from the surface by its tail, quite motionless, till its 
prey is within reach, when by a sudden spring it seises it in an instant, 
and does not quit its hold till throi^ghly gorged. Baker kept one in a jar, 
which destroyed twenty tadpoles in a (lay, sucking them till they were 
exhausted ; it killed a Tendi three inches long in about a minute ; and 
after some hesitation, attacked and killed a Newt four inches long. The 
Notonbcta, or Jioat’Jliff alias Watrr-hoafmanf ** that topsy-turvy imp ot 
darkness,’* is furnished with a lance wliich it strikes into its prey, and 
speedily kills it, apparently from some poisonous proiiei-ty, as it acts 
on human flesh like the sting of a wasp. The Nepa cinerka, or Water - 
itcorpwn^ commonly known as the Toe-hiter^ will spear and kill the 
stickleback of ten or fifteen spines, although he avoids the more formidable, 
or perhaps less delectable species of three spines. Kirby says, tliat one of 
these WaJter’aeorpume put into a liasin wiUi three tadpoles, killed them 
all in a very short time ; and it is known that they will kill Newts. The 
IItdrophxlus piceds, or Sleepy Beetle, (the larva of which the French call 
the Aesa^einy) a very large species generally found in carp ponds, is in both 
its states nearly as (lestructive as the Dytievu^ although the latt^, scarcely 
half its size, will kill it and suck out its inside^ leaving it apparently 
whole. The Lihdluliila are also very destructive, particulwly the Dragon- 
fly in its larva state. Many more of these Water-cannitols might be 
adduced, were there space. But we cannot refrain from introducing the 
Watek-spider, which spins its filmy web at some distance from the 
surface of ijonds, and very ingeniously fixes a canopy of air about it ; this 
animal in its turn preys, there is little doubt, on the young of the fish- 
destroying insects, and so brings about nature's balance. There are besides 
multitudes of fleas and minute animalcule which work the same end, by 
infesting the larger insects. We may say with the poet : — 

** Great fleas have little fleas and lesser fleas to bite ’em. 

And these fleas have smaller fleas, and so ad infinitum'' 

The carious reader will do well to pursue his own researches on these 
sultje^s in works of entomology. Baker, the microscopist, was among the 
first in this country to coll attention to the havoc committed by water* 

p 2 
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did affirm this to me, told me he saw it ; and did declare his 
belief to be, and I also believe the same, that he thought the 
other carps that were so strangely lost, were so killed by 
frogs, and then devoured. 

And a person of honour now living, in Worcestershire,' 
assured me he had seen a necklace, or collar of tadpoles, 
liang like a chain or necklace of beads about a pike’s neck, 
and to kill him : whether it were fur meat or malice, must 
be to me a question. 

But I am fallen into this discourse by accident ; of which 
I miglit say more, but it has proved longer than I intended, 
and possibly may not to you be considerable : I shall therefore 
give you three or four more short observations of the carp, 
and then fall upon some directions how you shall fish for him. 

The age of cari)a is by Sir Francis Bacon, in his “ History 
of Life and Death,” observed tp be but ten years, yet others 
think they live longer. Gesner says, a carp lias been known 
to live in tlio Palatinate above a hundred years : ~ but most 

itiRccts, in his Interesting chapter on Fresh -irntn' IHqnUhPf puhllsheil 1704, 
in his * Kiuploynient for the Microsc«>()c.’ Sinci' then tlie siihjoci has 
occnsioiialiy called forth some notice from imtumlists, but it is only now 
uttmctiiig the attention it deserves. lit consequence of the facility of 
studying the habits of these crcaturc.s in glass aquariums, in a sitting- 
room, a tnulo has sprung up in it, and most of the water- insects, as well 
as newts, toads, and small fresh-water fish of all kinds, are sold by Mr. 
Leach, near Drury -Lane Theatre. 

The reader will find scientific information on the subject in Westwood^ 
'Classification of Insects,* 2 vols. 8vo. (llohn), ]»rice LSjt. ; ami a iileasaiit- 
paiHW headed 'Water Devils,* and illustrated with engravings, in *Tlu- 
Kpisodes of ln:^t Life,* a book which cannot be too much rccoiii- 
luemlefK—H.G.D. 

* Mr. Fr, Jlu. — This memorandum ocem-s for the first time on tlu* 
margin of the fifth edition (published 1(>7G). It refVi-s no doubt to 
Mr. Francis Bnflford, ofSapy, Worcestershire, who died, at the age of S-J, 
alsjut 1078.— N. 

‘ Diiffon mentions tliat he had seen in the fosses of the ronehai-train, 
I'arp which were known to lie of the age of one hundred and fifty years ; 
aiid 8ir James Smith says (in his 'Tour on the rontinciit, 17i*o’), "that 
at the Prince of Coud6‘s seat nt Chantilly, there were immense shoals ui' 
very large carp, * silvered o’er with age,* like silver fish, and perfectly 
lamc, so that when any passengers a,>proacheJ their watery habitation, 
t liey use to iBme to the shore in such numbers as to heave each other out 
of the water, begging for bread, of which a quantity was always ke])t at 
hand on puipose to feed them. They would even allow themselveM^ to la 
haudleil.** In the preface to the thii-d edition, he says, “they were 
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conclude, that, contrary to the pike or luce, all carps are the 
better for age and bigness. The tonnes of carps are noted 
to be choice and costly meat, especially to them that buy 
them: but Gesner says, carps have no tongue like other 
fish, but a piece of fiesh-like fish in their mouth like to a 
tongue, and should be called a palate: but it is certain it is 
choicely good, and that the carp is to be reckoned amongst 
those leather-mouthed fish, which I told you have their teeth 
in their throat ; and for that reason he is very seldom lost by 
breaking his hold, if ^our hook be once stuck into his chaps. 

1 told you that Sir Francis Bacon thinks that the carp 
IIyos but ten vears ; but Janus Dubravius has writ a book 
“ Of Fish and Fish-ponds,*’ ' in which he says, that carp 
begin to spawn at the age of three years, and continue to do 
so till thirty : he says also, that in the time of their breeding, 
which is in summer, when <;he sun hath warmed both the 
earth and water, and so apted them also for generation, that 
then three or four male carps will follow a female ; and that 
then she putting on a seeming coyqpss, they force her 
through weeds and flags, where she lets fall her eggs or 
spawn, which sticks fast to the weeds, and then they let fall 
their melt upon it, and so it becomes in a short time to be a 
living fish : and, «*ia 1 told you, it is thought the carp does 
this several months in the year ; and most believe that 
most fish breed after this manner, except the eel. And it 
has been observed, that when the spawner has weakened 
licrself by doing that natural office, that two or three melters 
have helped her from off the weeds by bearing her up on 
both sides, and guarding her into the deep. And you may 
note, that though .this may seem a^curiositv not worth 
observing, yet others have judged it worth their time and 

ilu^itroycd daring the French Kevolution.” In 1880 Sir James found carp 
in the ponds at VersaiUes, which had been placed there in 1690, and were 
wiiite with age. Sir John Hawkins says, that in one of the daily papers 
for the month of August, 1782, an arUcle appeared, purporting, that in 
the Imsiu at Emanuel CoUege, Cambridge, a carp was then Uving that 
h:id been in tliat water thirty-six years ; which, though it had lost one 
eye, knew, and wonld constantly approach, its feeder. Carp are certainly 
a long-lived 6sh. Those in the long canal in Hampton Coart Park, are 
supposeil to liAve been there since the canal was made by William the 
'Thiid. — Ed. 

* Vide ante, page 193. 
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costa to make glass-hives, and order them in such a manner 
as to. see how bees have bred and make their honey-combs, 
and how they have obeyed their king, and governed their 
commonwealth. But it is thought that all carps are not 
bred by generation, but some breed other ways, as some 
pikes do. 

The physicians make the galls and stones in the heads of 
carps to be very medicinable. But ’tis not to be doubted 
but that in Italy they make great profit of the spawn of 
carps, by selling it to the Jews, who make it into red caviare, 
the Jews not being by their law admitted to eat of caviare 
made of the sturgeon, that being a fish that wants scales, 
and, as may appear in Lent. xi. 10, by them reputed to be 
unclean. 

Much more might be said out of him, and out of Aristotle, 
which Dubravius often quotes in his “ Discourse of Eishes ; ” 
but it might rather perplex than satisfy you ; aud therefore 
1 shall rather choose to direct you how to catch, than spend 
more time in discoiursing either of the nature or the breeding 


OP of nuy more circumstances concerning him : but yet 1 
shall remdinber you of what 1 told you before, that be is a 
very subtle fish, and hard to be caught. 

And iny first direction is, that if you will fish for a carp, 
you must put on a very large measure of patience ; especially 
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to fish for river-carp : I have known a veiy good fisher 
angle diligently four or six hours in a day, for three or four 
days together, for a river-carp, and not have a bite. And 
you are to note that, in some ponds, it is as hard to catch a 
carp as in a river; that is to say, where they have store of 
feed, and the water is of a clayish colour: but you are to 
remember, that I have told you there is no rule without an 
exception; and therefore being possessed Bith that hope 
and patience, which 1 wish to all fishers, especially to the 
carp-angler, I shall tell you with whnt bait to fish for him. 
But first you are to know, that it must be either early or 
late ; and let me tell you, that in hot weather,^ for he will 
seldom bite in cold, you cannot be too early or too late at 
it. And some have Seen so curious as to say, the tenth of 
April is a fatal day for carps.^ 

The carp bites either at worms or at paste ; and of worms 
I think the bluish marsh t)r meadow-worm is best ; but pos- 
sibly another worm, not too big, may do as well, and so may 
a green gentle ; and as for pastes, there are almost as many 
sorts as there are medicines for the tooth-ache ; but doubt- 
less sweet pastes are best ; I mean pastes made with honey 
or with sugar : ^ which, that you may the better beguile this 
crafty fish, should bo thrown into the pond or place in which 
you 'fish for" him, some hours, or longer, before you under- 
take your trial of skill with the angle-rod : and, doubtless, 
if it be thrown into the water a day or two before, at several 
times and in small pellets, you are the likelier when you fish 
for the carp to obtain your desired sport. Or in a large 

pond, to draw them to any certain place, that they may the * 

• 

^ Alxmt noon of sncli a day he will tak^ a lob- worm at top, as a trout 
floes a Ay ; or tetween the weeds in a clear place, sink it without a float, 
;ib(int eight inches in the water, with only one large shot on the line, which 
is to be lodged on the leaf of some weed : then retire^ keeping your eye on 
the spot till you see it taken away, with about a foot of the line^ and then 
you may venture to strike ; but keep him tight, and clear of weeds. Great 
(inmlierH of carp have been taken this way. — B rownb. 

Allowing fur the alteration of style, this would now be the 23rd. — Ei>. 

^ The test sweet paste is brewl crumbs and white honey well mixed into 
an adliesive mass. Balter says *4t is a most killing bait for carp during 
the months of July and August, and as long as the fishing season lasts.'* 
As regards carp, this bait has a very peculiar claim on those anglers who 
cannot be at their i>ostB early and late, as this paste is one of the few baits 
which car{> will bike in favourable weather, even at mid-day. — Ei>. 
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bettor and with more hope be fished for, yoiVptre to throw 
into it, in some certain nlace, either grains, or blood mixed 
with cow-dung or with oran ; or any garbage, as chicken’s 
guts or the like ; and then some of your sm^ sweet pellets 
with which you purpose to angle : and these small pellets 
being a few of them also thrown in as you are angling, will 
be the better. 

And your paste must be thus made; Take the fiesh of a 
rabbit or cat cut small/ and bcan-fiour : and if that may not 
be easily got, get other flour, and then mix these together, 
and put to them either sugar, or honey, which 1 think 
better; and then beat these together in a mortar, or some- 
times work them in your hands, your hands being very 
clean ; and then make it into a ball, or two, or three, as you 
like best for your use ; but you must work or pound it so 
long in the mortar, as to make it so tough as to hang upon 
your hook without washing from* it, yet not too hard: or 
that you may the better keep it on your hook, you may 
knead with your paste a little, and not much, white or 
yellowish wool.* 

And if you would have this paste keep all the year for any 
other fish, then mix with it virgin-wax and clarified honey, 
and work them together with your hands before the fire ; 
then make these into balls, and they will keep all the year. 

And if you fish for a carp with gentles, then put upon 
your hook, a small piece of scarlet about this bigness , 
it being soaked in, or anointed with oil of peter, called by 
some oil of the rock : and if your gentles be put two or 
‘ three days befose, into a box or horn anointed with honey, 
and so put upon your hook as to preserve them to be living, 
you are as like to kill* this crafty fish this w'ay as any 
other: but still as you are fishing, chew a little white or 
brown bread in your mouth, and cast it into the pond about 
the place where your float swims. Other baits there bo ; ^ 


* Mix tills in all ]iaKt«a to rrevent them washing;; oS the hook. — TI rowne. 

" The sort of fleah tloca not Beein to lie of any ini)Kirtance ; though tlio 
whiter it he ])erhai)S the better, and therefore veal or pork ia good. — K. 

^ It is very difficult to catch carp, eaiiecially in large ])iecea of waU'r, or 
in a river, with either worina, gentloa, or fiaste. Tlie most effective methotl 
of taking them ia as follows, and one which I have never known t<> fiiil. 
Select, if yggjsan, a gravelly bottom, in a pond; Imit the place, aWursix 
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but these, with diligence, and patient watchfulness, will do 
it better than any that I have ever practised, or heard of. 
And yet I shall tell you, that the crunks of white bread and 
honey made into a paste, is a good bait for a carp ; and you 
know it is more easily made.^ And having said thus much 
of the carp,* my next discourse shall be of the bream, which 
shall not prove so tedious ; and therefore I desire the con- 
tinuance of your attention. 

But first 1 will tell you how to make this carp, that is so 
curious to be caught, so curious a dish of meat, as shall 
make him worth all your labour and patience : and though 
it is not without some trouble and charges, yet it will 
recompense both. 

Take a carp, alive if possible, scour him, and rub him 
clean with water and salt, but scale him not : then open 
him, and put him with his blood and his liver, which you 
i\iust save when you open him, into a small pot or kettle ; 

or ‘tight feet from the hank, with refuge potatoes well boiled, and do this 
for i bout a week. If there is no tree close to the spot, have a wattleil 
hurdle placed so that you may conceal yourself behind for it is a tine 
qua non to keep out of sight of carp, and to prevent your shadow from 
hilling on the water. Provide yourself with a strong rod, and about forty 
yards of lire on a reel. Get the best and strongest gut you can procure, and 
a well-tied snail Limerick hook at the end, but without shot or float. Bury 
the hook in a small piece of half-boiled potato, about as big as the end of 
your little fing^v. Drop it very gently mto the water, about five or six feet 
from the shoifl^ and strike as soon as you perceive the line to begin to 
move, nave a\ianding-net, and land your carp as soon as yon can. 
Prt^fUum eat, (fm are in season from October to March. — S d. 

1 Aiidseca bait t\\t serves likewise fur the Bream, in thp next chapter. — H. 

" The haunts of ^e river-carp are, in the winter months, the broadest 
and most quiet parts of the river ; bnt^ in summer, they lie in deep holes, 
iK^oks, and reaches, near some scour—* and *iinder roots of trees, hollow 
l^auks— and, till they ore near rotting, amongst or near great beds of weeds, 
flags, Ac. Pond-carp cannot with propriety be said to have any haunts ; 
ouiy it is to be noted, that they love a fat rich soil, and never thrive 
in a cold hnngiy water. 

The^r breed three or four times a year ; but their first spawning-time is 
the lieginuing of May. [Bironeous : see note At p. 208 . — ^Ed.] 

Baits for the carp are — all sorts of earth and dunghill-worms, flag-worms ; 
^gra.ssho))pcTR, though not at top ; ox-bnins, the pith of an ox's back-bone ; 
green peas ; and red or black cherries, with the stones taken out. [Bod 
worms and sweet paste are- among the best baits.— E d.] ^ 

Fish with strong tackle, very near the bottom, and with a fine grass, or 
gut next the hook ; and use a goose-quill float. Never attempt to angle 
for the carp in a boat ; for they will not come near it. — 
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ihoi take aweet-maijoram, tlijme, aod panle7i of each half 
AhandM; a aprig of nsemarT, and anotW of asToiy; bind 
them into two or three amall hundlea, and pnt them to your 
caip, with Ibnr or fire whole oniona, twenty pidded oyatera, 
and three anehoviea. Then pour upon, yonr carp aa much 
claret>wine aa will .only corer him ; and aeaaon your claret 
well with salt, dorra, and mace, and the xinda of oranges and 
lemons. That done, cover your pot and set it on a quick 
fire, till it be sufficiently boiled : then take out the carp, and 
lay it with the broth into the dish, and pour upon it a 
quarter of a pound of the best fresh buter, melted and 
beaten with hw a dosen spoonfuls of the broth, the yolks_ of 
two or three eggs, and some of the herbs shred : garnish 
your diab with lemons, and so serve it up, and muim good 
do you / 



Shepperton Deep.— Barbel flshiDg. 





THE FOURTH DAY. 

{(hmtinued.) 

CHAPTER X. 

OBSERVATIONS OF TIEE BBEAU, AND DIRECTIONS TO CATCH HIM. 


Fisc, The Bream, being at a full growth, is a large and 
stately llsli. He will breed both in rivers nad ponds; 
but loves best to live in ponds^ and where, if he likes the 
water and air, he will grow not only to be .very large, but as 
lat as a. hog. He is by Gesner taken to be moit^ pleasant, 
or sweet, than wholesome: thisofish is long in growing, 
but breeds exceedingly iii a water that pleases him ; yea, in 
many ponds so fast, as to over-store them, and starve the 
other fish. ’ 

He is very broad with a forked tail, and his scales set in 
excellent order: he hath large eyes, and a narrow sucking 
mouth ; he hath two sets of teeth, and a lozenge-like bone, 
a bone to help his grinding.' The melter is observed to 
have two large melts, and the female two large bags of eggs 
or spawn. 


^ Fish do not grind their food, but swallow it whole. — E d. 
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Gtesner reports, that in Poland, a certain and a great 
number of large breams were put into a pond, which in the 
next following winter were frozen up into one entire ice, 
and not on^ drop of water remaining, nor one of these fish 
to be found, though they were diligently searched for ; and 
jet the next spnng when the ice was thawed, and the 
weather warm, and fresh water got into the pond, he affirms 
they all appeared again. This Oesner affiims, and 1 quote 
my author, because it seems almost as incredible as the 
resurrection to an atheist. But it may win something in 
point of believing it, to him that considers the breeding or 
renovation of the silk-worm, and of many insects. And 
that is considerable which Sir Fr.*incis Bacon observes in his 

History of Life and Death,** folio 20, that there be some 
herbs that die and spring every year, and some endure longer. 

But though some do not, yet the French esteem this fish 
highly, arid to that end have this proverb, “ He that hatli 
breams in his pond, is able to bid his friend welcome.** 
And it is noted, that the best part of a bream is his belly 
and head.' 

Some say, that breams and roaches will mi.^ their eggs 
and melt together, and so there is in many places a bastard- 
breed of breams, that never come to be either large or good, 
but venr numerous. 

The baits good to catch this 



* roiinoifwciini commend t)io lieail of a carj>, the Iwu'k of a teni h, the 
lu'iddle of a hFoain,1luiil the tail of a |iike. — H kowkf.. 

■ The bream, according to Sir William Diigiiale, appears to Imv ixvu 
conaulered a great luxury iu England, for in the 7th of Henry V. it 
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are many. First, paste made of brown bread and honey, 
gentles, or the brood of wasps that be young, and then not 
unlike gentles, and should be hardened in an oven, or dried 
on a tile before the fire to make them tough ; or there is at 
the root of docks, or flags, or rushes, in watery places, a 
worm not unlike a maggot, at which Tench ‘ will bite freely. 
Or he will bite at a grasshopper with his legs nipped off, 
in J une and July; or at several flies, under water, which may 
be found on flags that grow near to the water-side. 1 doubt 
not but that there bo many other baits that are good,^ but I 
will turn them all into this most excellent one, either for a 
carp or bream, in any river or mere it was given to me 
by a most honest and excellent angler, and, hoping you will 
prove both, I will impart it to you. 

1. Let your bait be as big a red- worm as you can find, 
without a knot : get a pint or quart of them in an evening in 
garden-walks, or chalky commons, after a shower of rain, 
and put them with clean moss well washed and picked, and 
the water squeezed out of the moss as dry as you con, into an 

vahivd iit 20(^ ; and he also states, that, in 1454, ** A pie of four of them, 
in tliu exjieiises of two men employed for three days in taking them, in 
liakiug tliciii, in Hour, in sidecs, and cimveying it from Sutton in Warwick- 
shire, to tlie Earl of Warwick, at Mydlam in the North Country, cost 
xvjsijd/’ — Jliiff. JVanc. p. 568. Wliatevcr our forefathers may have said, 
there is no doubt that a bream is now held to be the worst, most insipid, 
and most di.sagrccable fish that can be met wdth. It is even worse than a 
biirhel. A French cook might irassihly dress a bream so os to make it 
palatable, but I should be sorry to jjartake of it. — E d. 

* Evidently an error ; it should read bream. — Ed. 

^ In a shallow, sandy bottom of a river, which leads into any deep, still 
hole, thiv>w four or five handsful of marsh worms cut in pieoss, which will 
soon drive down into the hole. Use a loag rod, of good streugtli, a pro- 
l)oi*ti(»nahle line, a small hook tied to an Indian grass, without a float ; fix 
a (*ut shut six inches above the hook, and next to it a small bored ballet. 
Tile use of shot is to prevent the bullet slipping lower. Fish with a short 
well scoured marsh worm ; throw into the shallow, and the stream will 
drive it into the hole. By this method, an experiene^ angler says, he has 
'‘aiiglit more bream in two hours than be could cany away. When you 
find a deep quiet hole, near the bank, plumb it over night, ami ground 
biilt it with grains well squ^zed. Next morning early choose a stand, out 

sight ; Ixiit with a laige red worm, and drop it gently into the hole. 
Observe whether the water be risen or fallen since you plumbed it, and 
make allowance accordingly. — ^B rowse. 

.Mere is old English for a lake, and is still retained for several of our 
lakes, as Buttermere, Gnissmere, Windermere, Ac. — Ed. 
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earthen pot or pipkin set dry, and change the moss fresh every 
tliree or four days for three weeks or a month together ; then 
your bait will be at the best, for it will be clear and lively. 

2. Having thus prepared your baits, get your tackling 
ready and fitted for this sport. Take three long 
angling-rods, and ns many and more silk, or silk 
^ and hair, lines, and as many large swan or goose- 
^ ^ quill fioats. Then take a piece of lead made after 
ftis manner, and fasten them to the low-ends 
of your lines. Then fasten your link-hook also to the 
lead, and let there bo about a foot or ten inches between 
the lead and the hook; but be sure the lead be heavy 
enough to sink the float or quill a little under the water, 
and not the quill to bear up the lead, for the lead must lie 
on the ground. Note, that your link next the hook may be 
smaller than the rest of your line, if you dare adventure, for 
fear of taking the pike or perch, vrho will assuredly visit 
your hooks, till they be taken out, as I will show you after- 
wards, before either carp or bream will come near to bite. 
Note also, that when the worm is well baited, it will crawl 
up and down, as far as the lead will ^ivc leave, which much 
enticeth the fish to bite without suspicion. 

8. Having thus prepared your baits, and fitted your 
tackling, repair to the river, where you have seen them to 
swim in skills or shoals in the summer-time in a hot after- 
noon, about tliree or four of the clock ; and w'atch their 
going forth of their deep holes and returning, which you 
may well discern, for they return about four of the clcM.*k, 
most of them seeking food at the bottom, yet one or two 
will lie on the top of the yk'ater, rolling and tumbling them- 
selves whilst the rest are under him at the bottom ; and so 
you shall perceive him to keep sentinel : then mark where 
he plays most, and stays longest, which commonly is in tlie 
broadest and deepest place of the river, and there, or near 
thereabouts, at a clear bottom and a convenient landing- 
place, take one of your angles ready fitted as aforesaid, and 
sound the bottom, which should be about eight or ten feet 
deep ; two yards from the bank is best. Then consider w ith 
yourself whethef that w’ator will rise or faU by the next 
morning, by reason of any water-mills near, and according to 
your discretion 'take the depth of the place, where you mean* 
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after to cast your ground-bait, and to fish, to ball an inch; 
that the lead lying on, or near the ground-bait, the top 
of the float may only appear upright hmf an inch above the 
water. 

Thus you having found and fitted for the place and 
depth thereof, then go home and prepare your ground- 
bait ; which is, next to the fruit of your labours, to be 
regarded. 

The Oround-BaiL 

You shall take a peck, or a peck and a halt, according to 
the greatness of the stream, and deepness of the water, 
where you mean to angle, of sweet gross-ground barley' 
malt, and boil it in a kettle; one or two worms is 
enough: then strain it through a bag into a tub, the 
liquor whereof hath often ^done my horse much good; and 
when the bag and malt is near cold, take it down to the 
water-side about eight or nine of the clock in the evening, 
and not before: cast in two parts of your ground-bait, 
squeezed hard between both your hands, it will sink pre- 
sently to the bottom, and be sure it may rest in the very 
place where you mean to angle : if the stream run hard, or 
move a little, cast your malt in handfuls a little the higher, 
upwards the stream. You may, between your hands, close 
the malt so fast in handfuls, that the water will hardly part 
it with the fall.' 

Your ground thus baited, and tackling fltted, leave your 
bag with the rest of your tackling and ground-bait near the • 
sporting place all night ; and in the morning, abqut three 
or four of the clock, visit the watec-side, but not too near, 
for ttiey have a cunning watchman, and are watchful them- 
selves too. 

Then gently take one of your three rods, and bait your 
hook, casting it over your ground-bait ; and gently and 
secretly draw it to you, till the lead rests about the middle 
of the ground-bait. 

Then take a second rod and cast in about a yard above, 
and your third a yard below the first rod, and stay the rods 

* The t)CBt way is to put a pebble proportioneil to your ball within the 
middle, closing it well. — Browns. 
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in the ground; but go yourself so far from the water-side, 
that you perceiTe nothing but the top of the floats, which 

J ou must watch most diligently. Then, when you have a 
ite, you shall perceive the top of your float to sink suddenly 
into the water ; yet nevertheless be not too hasty to run to 
your roj^B, untU you see that the line goes clear away ; then 
creep to the water-side, and give as much line as possibly 
you can : if it be a good carp or bream, they will go to the 
farther side of the river, then strike gently, and hold your 
rod at a bent a little w'hile ; but if you both pull togetiicr, 
you are sure to lose your game, for either your line, or hook, 
or hold, will break: and after you have overcome them, 
they will make noble sport, and arc very shy to be landed. 
The carp is far stronger and more mettlesome than the bream. 

Much more is to bo observed in this kind of iish and 
Ashing, but it is fur litter for experience and discourse than 
paper. Only thus much is necessary for you to know, and 
to be mindful and careful of ; that if the pike or perch do 
bn*ed in that river, they will be sure to bite flrst, and must 
first be taken. And for the most part they are very large ; 
and will repair to your ground-bait, not that they will eat 
of it, but will feed and sport themselves amongst the young 
fry that gather about and hover over the bait. 

The way to disceni the pike and to take him, if you mis- 
trust your bream-hook, — for 1 have taken a pike a yard long 
several times at my bream-hooks, and sometimes he hath had 
the luck to share my line, — may be tlius : 

Take a small bleak, or roacli, or gudgeon, and bait it ; and 
set it olive among your rods two feet deep from the cork, 
with a little red W'orm on the point of the nook ; then take 
a few crumbs of white bread, or some of the ground-bail, 
and sprinkle it gently amongst your rods. If Mr. Pike be 
there, then the little fish will skip out of the water ac Ills 
appearance, but the live-set bait is sure to be taken. 

Thus continue your sport fro'ii four in the morning till 
eight, and if it be a gloomy, windy day, they will bite all 
(lav long. But this is too long to stand to your rods at 
one place, and it will spoil your evening sport that day, 
which is this. ^ 

About four of the clock in the after noon repair to your 
baitod-place ; .aiwi as soon as you come to the water-side, 
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cast in one-half of the rest of your ^und-bait, and stand 
off : then, whilst the fish are gathemg together, for there 
they will most certainl? come for their supper, you may take 
a pipe of tobacco, ‘ ana then in with your thm rods as in 
the morning. You will find ezeellant sport that evening 
till eight of the clock : then cast in the residue of your 
ground-bait, and next mominp; by four of the clock, visit 
them again for four hours, which' is the best sport of all ; 
and after that, let them rest till you and your friends have a 
mind to more sport. 

from St. James’s-tide until Bartholomew-tide^ is the 
best ; when they have had all the summer’s food they are 
the fattest. 

Observe, lastly, that after three or four days* fishing 
together, your game will be very shy and wary, and you 
shall hardly get above a bijjp or two at a baiting ; then your 
only way is to desist from your sport about two or three 
days : and in the meantime, on the place you late baited, 
and again intend to bait, you shall take a turf of green but 
short grass, as big or bigger than a round trencher ; to the 
top of this turf, on the green side, you shall, with a needle 
and green thread, fasten one by one as many little red worms 
as will near cover all the turf: then take a round board or 
trencher, make a hole in the middle thereof, and through 
the turf, placed on the board or trencher, with a string or 
cord as long os is fitting, tied to a pole, let it down to the 
bottom of the water for the fish to feed upon without dis- 
turbance about two or three days : and after that you have 
drawn it away, you may fall to, and enjpy youjj; former 
recreation.® B. A. 

^ Ni^twithstamling tliis suggestioD, it is very probable that Walton did 
TK>t give way to tbe prevailing fattbion for the weed. In bis lAfc of Wotion^ 
be says : ** bis astbmaVemed to be overcome in a great degree by his for- 
iHsariiig tohaccOf which, as many thonghtfnl men do^ be also bad taken 
IiumcKlerately.*’ And again, in bis Elegy on Dr. Donne 

“ (rrief conceived and bid, consnmea 

Man's life insensibly, — a$ poitotCa fume» 

Corrupt the ftmiii.” 

^ St. James's tide is tbe 25th- of July; St. Bartholomew’s tide is the 
24th of Auga8t.^ED. 

3 Tbo haunts of the bream, a fish which the angler seldom meets with, 
are the deepest and broadest parts of gentle soft streams^ with sandy claySy 

Q 
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CHAPTER XL 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE TENCH, AND ADVICE HOW TO ANCLE FOR HIH. 


FUcator, The Tench, the physician of fishes, is observed 
to love ponds better than rivers, and to love pits better than 
either; yet Camden observes there is a river in Dorsetshire' 
that abounds with tenches, but doubtless they retire to the 
most deep and qmet places in it.* 

luittonis; and the hFrjodest and most quiet places of ponds, and whore 
there are weeds. 

They spawn about the l^eginning of July; a little l>oforc which time 
they are best in season, though some think them best in tSeptemlvr. 

The baits for the bream are : red worms ; small IoIj^ or marsh -worms ; 
gentles ; and grasshoppers. 

In general, they are to be fished -for as carp.*— H. 

* Tho Stour, — Browne. 

^ Daniel, in his ** Rural Sports,** makes mention of a Tench found in 
draining a stagnant ]>ond, at Thomyille R«)yal, which was shut up in a hole, 
the shape wher^f he had in consequence assumed. It was two feet nine 
inches from e^ to fork, two feet three inches in ciroumference, aud 
weighed eleven pounds and nine ounces. I saw two taken from ai^^ld 
we^y pond; then nearly dry, which weighed eight pounds each. — En.. 
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This fish hath very large fins, very small and smooth 
scales, a red circle about his eyes, which are big and of a 

f old colour, and from either angle of his- mouth there hangs 
own a little barb. In every tench’s head there are two 
little stones, which foreign physicians make great use of ; 
but he is not commended for wholesome meat, though there 
be very much use made of them, for outward apphcatious. 
Bondeletius says, that at his being at Home, he saw a great 
cure done by applying a tench to the feet of a very sick 
man. This, he says, was done after an unusual manner by 
certain Jews. And it is observed, that many of those 
people have many secrets, yet unknown to Christians; 
secrets that have never yet been written, but have been 
since the days of their Solomon, who knew the nature of all 
things, even from the cedar to the shrub, delivered by tra- 
dition from the father to the son, and so from generation to 
generation without writing; or, unless it were casually, 
without the least communicatmg them to any other nation 
or tribe : for to do that, they account a profanation. And 
yet it is thought t]iat they, or some spirit worse than they, 
first told us, that lice swallowed alive were a certain cure 
for the yellow-jaundice. This, and many other medicines, 
were discovered by them, or by revelation ; for, doubtless, 
we attained them not by study. 

Well, this fish, besides his eating, is very useful, both 
dead and alive, for tlie good of mankind. But I will meddle 
no more with that ; iny honest humble art teaches no such 
boldness : there are too many foolish meddlers in physic 
and divinity, that think themselves fit to meddle with hidden 
secrets, and so bring destruction to their followers. But 
I’ll not meddle with them, any further than to wish them 
wiser ; and shall tell you next, for, 1 hope, 1 may be so bold, 
that the tench is the physician of fishes; for the pike 
especially, and that the pike, being either sick or hurt, is 
cured by tiie touch of the tench.' And it is observed, that 
the tyrant pike will not be a wolf to his physician, but 
forbears to devour him though he be never so hungry. 

* Camden (in his * **Britannica**) confirms this: I have seen, he saj% 
the bellies of pikes opened to show their fatness, have their gaping wounds 
presently clos^ by the touch of the tench, and by their glutinons slime 
perfectly healed up. — ^Bbownb. 

q2 
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This fish, that carries a nataral balsam in him to cure 
both himself and others, loves yet to feed in very foul water, 
and amongst weeds. And yet I am sure he eats nleasautly, 
and, doubtless, you will think so too, if you taste him. And 
I shall therefore proceed to give you some few, and but a 
few, directions how to catch this 



Tvucli, 

of which I have given you these observations.^ 

He will bite at a paste made of brown bread and honey, 
or at a marsh-worm, or a lob-worm ; lie inclines very much 
to any paste with which tnr is mixed, and he will bite also 
at a smaller worm, with his head nipped off, and a cod-worm 
put on the liook before that worm : and 1 doubt not but 
that he will also in the three hot months, for in the nine 
colder ho stirs jiot much, bite at a Ihig-worm, or at a green 
gentle, hut cau positively say no more of the tench, he 

* The Tench in certainly one of our liest fresh- water fish, csjierially wlii'Ti 
taken from a clear stream, such os the Colne, iu which river I huVl> cunghi 
them of a large size. An eel-pot, deoorat^ w'ith fiowers, and a small 
bright brass candlestick, attract tench into it. They will remain quietly in 
the pot for a long time,. Imt if it is lifted out of the water when tench 
are in it, and ploceil liock again, the fish become restless, and are sure to 
escape. Tench wander much in the evening, which I have always found 
the best time of angling for them. The baits recommended by Walton arc 
very good. — En. 

- The haunts ff the Tench are nearly the some with those of the carp. 
They delight more in ponds than in rivers ; and lie under weeds, near 
sluices, and at pond hea^. 

They spawn 'about the begiimiiig of July ; oud are best in season ^lu 
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being a fish that I have not often angled for, but I wish my 
honest scholar may, and be ever fortunate when he fishes. * 

tlio bes^mnmg of September to the end of May. They will bite all the hot 
months : but are brat taken in April and May. 

There are no better bdibi for this fish than a middle-siied lob-wonu, or 
nil-worm, well scoured ; a gentle ; a young wasp-grub boiled ; or a greou 
worm shook from the boughs of trees. 

Tse a strong grass, or gut ; and a goose-quill float, without a cork, 
except in rivers, where the cork is always to be preferred. 

Fish very near the ground. And if you bait with gentles, throw in a 
few at the taking every fish; which wiU draw them to your hook, and 
keep them together. — H. • 



Ponders End, on the Lea. 


Pcarch. 

{Fine 8penmen,firem a FaUiiing bjf F. R. Lh, R.A.) 


THE FOURTH DAY. 

(Continited.) 

CHAPTER XII. 

0BSRRVAT10>'S OF THE FEIBCU, AND riRECTtONS HOW TO FISH FOR Hill. 


Fisc. The Pearch is a verj good, and a very bold-biting 
fish. He is one of the fishes of prey that, like the pike 
and trout, carries his teeth in his mouth, which is very 
large ; and he d&re venture to kill and devour several other 
kinds of fish. He has a hooked, or hog-back, which is 
armed with sharp and * stiff bristles, and all his skin armed 
or covered over with thick, dry; hard scales; and hath, 
which few other fish have, two fins on his back. He is so 
bold that he will invade one of his own kind, which the 
pike will not do so willingly ; and you may therefore easily 
believe him to be a bold biter. 

The pearch is of great esteem in Italy, saith Aldrovandus ; 
and especially the least are there esteemed a dainty dish. 
And Qesne^ prefers the pearch and pike above the trout, or 
any fresh-water fish : he says, the Germans have this 

E roverb, “ more wholesome thau a pearch of Hhine ftnd 
e says the river-pcarch is so wholesome, that physidans 
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allow him to be eaten by wounded men, or by men in fevers, 
or by women in child-bed. 

He spawns but once a year, and is by physicians held 
very nutritive; yet, by many, to be hard of digestion. 
They abound more in the nver Po and in England, says 
Hondeletius, than other parts, and have in their brain a 
stone, which is, in foreign parts, sold by apothecaries, being 
there noted to be very medicinable against the stone in the 
reins. These be a part of the commendations which some 
philosophical brains have bestowed upon the fresh-water 
pearch : yet they commend the sea-pearch, which is known 
by having but one fin on his back, of which they say, 
we English see but a few, to be a much better fish. 

The pearch grows slowly, yet will grow, as I have been 
credibly informed, to be almost two foot long;^ for an 
honest informer told me^ such a one was not long since 
taken by Sir Abraham Williams, a gentleman of worth, and 
a brother of the angle, that yet lives, and I wish he may. 
This was a deep-bodied, fish, and doubtless durst have 
devoured a pike of half his own length ; for I have told 
you, he is a bold fish, such a one as, but for extreme hunger, 
the pike will not devour : for to afiVight the pike, and save 
himself, the pearch wdll set up his fins, much like as a 
turkey-cock will sometimes set up his tail. 

Hut, my scholar, the pearch is not only valiant to defend 
himself, but he is, as 1 said, a bold-biting fish, yet he will 
not bite at all seasons of the year ; he is very abstemious 
ill winter, yet will bite then in the midst of the day, if 'it 
be warm : and note, that all fish bite best aVout the midst of 
a warm day in winter, and he hath been observedf by some, 
not usually, to bite till the mulberry-tree buds ; that is to 
say, till extreme frosts be past the spring : for when the 
mulberry-tree blossoms, many gardeners observe their for- 

^ Pearch do not so much increase in length as in thickness. A pearch was 
i*^keu in the canal at Brades, near Birmingham, which weighed six pounds. 
Col. Montagu says he saw a pearch taken in the Leven m Wiltshire, whic^ 
weighed eight pounds ; another was caught in Dagenham Breach of fhe 
same weight; and Pennant mentions one caught in the Serpeutme river, 
Hyde Park, which weighed nine pounds. Some fnends dined with me a 
few years ngo, to whom I ga^e a pearch weighing five pounds and ten 
onnoes, caught in the Colne at Hampton Common. It was in hi|^ season, 
and in davonr like a John Dozy. — ^En. 
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ward fruit to be paat tbe danger of froata ; and aome have 
made the like obaervation of the-pearch'a bitiDe. 

But bite the pearch will, and that veij boldlj ; ^ and aa 
one haa wittflj obaerved, if there be twenty or forty in a 
hole, they may be, at one atanding, all catched one after 
another; they being, aa he aaja, like the wicked of the 
world, not afraid, though their fellowa and companiona 
periah in their eight. And you may obaerve, that they are 
not like the aolitaiy pike; but love to accompany one 
another, and march together in troopa.^ ^ 

And the boita for thia bold fiah. 



Poarch, 

are not niuuy : I mean lie will bite as well at some, or at 
any of these three, aa at any or all othera whatsoever ; a 
worm, a minnow, or a little frog,* of which you may find 
many in ^ay-tinie : and of worms, the dunghill-worm, called 
a brandling, 1 take to be best, being well scoured in moss 
or fennel : or he will bite at a worm that lies under cow- 
dung w’ith a bluish head. And if you rove for a pearch 
with a miunow, then it is best to be alive, you sticking 

* The Tcarch swallowB the l»ait so voraciously that it 1)eooines difficult ti^ 
dislodjte the hook ; it is therefnn* lecominend^ to keep alwnt you a piece 
of Binall hollow iron (or strong reed) shout six inches long : thrust this dim'-n 
his throat till yon feel the hook (keeping your line straight, lest it cat<^h 
again) and draw out your hook and the iustmment, carefully, together. — 
Browns. 

* rearch are gregarious during a great portion I'f the year. — E d. 

* Oliserve to keep this halt from making to the shore, which it will U' 
always attemutin^ — Browne. 
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joxa hook through h» back-fin ; or a minnow with the hook 
in hia upper lip, and letting him swim up and down, aWt 
mid-water or a little lower, and you atill keeping him to 
about that depth by a cork, which ought not to be a very 
little one : and the like way you are to fish for the pearch, 
with a small frog, your hook being fastened through the 
skin of his leg, towards the upper part of it : ^ and lutly, I 
will give you but this advice, that you give the pearch time 
enough when he bites, for there was scarce ever any angler 
that has given him too much.* And now I think best to 
rest myselt^ for 1 have almost spent my spirits with talking 
so long. 

Ten, Nay, good master, one fish more, for you see it rains 

^ A successful mode of catching Pearch in the Thames is as follows : — 
Take a laige clear glass bottle, such as are seen in cliemists* windows, fill 
it with water, and ]int a quantity of lively minnows in it. Tie a piece of 
parchment over the mouth with holes pricked in it to admit air, or a piece 
of netting. Sink it with a ootid tied round the neck in some deep hole in 
the river. Leave it f(tr a night or two, and then dntp a |)ater-noBter by the 
side of the glass, with three liooks baited with minnowci^ and you will 
not wait long for bites. The minnows in the glass attract the pearch around 
in considenible numbers. (See Hoffland's Angler,** second edition.) — En. 

- Although penrch, like trout, delight In clear swift rivers, with pebbly, 
gravelly btiltoins, they arc often found in sandy clayey soils ; they love a 
moderately dee]* water ; and frequent holes by the sides of, or near, little 
streams, — and the hollows under banks. 

The |)earch sj^aums nlHuit the Iwginning of March : the best time of the 
ye.ii' to angle- for him is from the beginning of May till the end of June, yet 
you may continue to hsli for him till the end of September ; he is best taken 
ill cloudy windy ueather, and, as some say, from seven to ten in the fore- 
noon, and fiiiui two to seven in the afternoon. 

Other Imits for the pearch are: loaches ; miller*s-thumbs ; stiSkle-hacks ; 
small lob, marsh, and reil worms, well scounA ; horse-beans, boiled ; cad- 
bait ; oak-womis ; Isilis and gentles. 

Many of these fish are taken in the rivers about Oxford ; and the author 
of the Anglers Sure Guide’* says, he once saw the figure of a pearch, 
tlraum with a fiencil on the door of a bouse near that dty, which was 
tu'onty<ninc inches long ; and was informed it was the true dimensions of 
a living pearch. 

The laigest pearch are taken with a minnow, hooked with a good hold 
through the back fin, or rather through the upper lip ; for the pearch, by 
reason of the figure of his mouth, cannot take the bait cross-wise, as the 
pike will. When you fish thus, use a large cork float, and lead your line 
lUsait nine inches from the bottom, otherwise the minnow will come to the 
tup of the water : but in the ordinary way -of fishing, let your bait hang 
within about six inches from the ground. — H. 
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still, and you know our angles are like nooney put to usury ; 
they may thrive, though we sit still and do nothing but talk 
and enjoy one another. Come, come, the other fish, good 
master. 

Fiie. But, scholar, have you notfainjj to mix with this 
discourse, which now grows both tedious and tiresome P 
Shall I have nothing mm you, that seem to have both a 
good memoiy and a cheerful spirit P 

Ten. Tes, master, I will speak you a copy of verses that 
were made bv Doctor Donne,* and made to show the world 
that he could make soft and smooth verses, when he thought 
smoothness worth his labour: and I love them the better, 
because they allude to rivers, and fish, and fishing. They 
be these : ‘ 


Come, live with me, and be my love : 
And we will some new pfbaBwres proro. 
Of golden sands, and ciystal brooks; 
With silken lines and silver hooks. 

There will the river, wbispring, run, 
Warm'd by the eyes more than the sun ; 
And there, the enameVd fish will stay, 
Begging themselyes they may betray.” 

When thou wilt swim in that live bath — 
Each fish, which every channel hath, 

Most am*roualy, to thee will swim, 
Gladder to catch thee than thou him. 

If thou to be so seen be'st loath, 

By sun, or moon — thou dark’nest both ; 
And if mine eyes have leave to see, 

I need not their light, having thee. 

Let others freese with angling reeds. 

And cut their legs with shells and weeds ; 
Or treach’rouflly poor fish beset, 

With strangling snares, or windowy net ; 

Let coarse bold hands, from slimy nest. 
The bedded fish in banks outwrest ; 

Ijet curious traitors sleave silk flics. 

To *witch poor wand'ring fishes’ eyes." 


* S^e account of Dr. Donne in the “ Life of Walton,” nwf/?, xiiT. i>age 1 3. 
" There is a beautifni glee oomposetl by S. Webbe fn»m these words, 
—Ed. 
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For thee, thou need’et no such deceit ; 

For thouy Art thine own boit-« 

That fish that is not ostoht thereliy. 

Is wiser ftr, alas, tiiuu h 

Pise. Well remembered, honefit acholar. I tbaak you for 
these choice yerses, which I hare heai^ formerly, but had 
quite forgot till they were recoyered by your happy memory. 
Well, be^lg I haye now rested myseif a little, 1 will make 
you some requital, by telling you some obseryations of the 
eel, for it rains stffl ; and because, as you say, our angles are 
as money put to use, that thrives when we play, therefore 
we’ll sit still and enjoy ourselyes a little longer under this 
honey-suckle hedge. 



KcL '' 


THE FOURTH DAY. 

(Omtinued.) 

CHAPTER XIII. 

OBSERYATIOVB Of THE KEL, AND OTHER FISH THAT WANT SCALES, AND 
TO FISH FOR THESI. 

» 

JPUcator, It is agreed by most men, that the Eel is a most 
dainty fish : the Bomans have esteemed her the Helena oi 
their feasts, and some the queen of palate-pleasure. But 
most mei^ differ' about their oreeding: some say they breed 
by generation as other fish do; and others, that they breed, 
as some worms do, of mud; as rats and mice, and many 
other living creatures, are bred in Egypt, by the sun’s heat 
when it shines upon the overflowing of the" river Nilus ; or 
out of the putrefaction of the earth, and divers other ways. 
Those that deny them to breed by generation as other fisli 
do, ask, if any man ever saw an eel to have a spawn or 
melt ? And they are answered, that they may be as certain 
of their breeding as if they had seen them spawn ; for they 
say, that they are certain that eels have sdl parts fit for 
generation, like other fish,* but so small as not to be easily 

* Thii is erroneous. Fi»li have no external organs of generation. 
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discerned, Dy reason of their fatness, but that disoemed: 
they may be, and^ that the he and the she eel may be dis- 
tinguished by their fins. And Bondeletius says, he has seen 
eels cling together like dew-worms. 

And others say, that eels growing old, breed other eels 
out of the corruption of their own age, which, Sir Francis 
Bacon says, exceeds not ten years. And others say, that as 
pearls are made of glutinous dew-drops, which are condensed 
by the sun’s heat in those countries, so eels are bred of a 
particular dew, falling in the months of May or June on the 
banks of some particular ponds or rivers, apted by nature 
for that end; which in a few days are by the sun’s heat 
turned into eels: and some of the ancients have called the 
eels that are thus bred the offspring of Jove. I have seen 
in the beginning of July, in a river not far from Canterbuzr, 
some parts of it covered over with young eels, about tfio 
thickness of a straw ; anf these eels did lie on the top of 
tlmt water, as thick as motes are said to be in the sun : and 
1 have heard the like of other rivers, as namely in Severn, 
where they are called yelvers; and in a pond or mere near 
unto Staffordshire, where about a set-time in summer such 
small eels abound so much, that many of the poorer sort of 
people, that inhabit near to it, take such eels out of this 
mere with sieves or sheets, and make a kind of eel-cake of 
them, and eat it like as bread. And Gesner quotes Venerable 
Bede ^ to say, that in England there is an island called Ely, 
by reiison of the innumerable number of eels that breed m 
it. But that eels may be bred as some worms, and some 
kind of bees and wasps are either of dew,* or out of the 
corruption of the earth, seems to be made prdbable by 
tlie barnacles and young goslings bred by the sun's heat 

-with respect to spontaneous generation what has been said in a note at 
page 187 regarding the Pike may be reijeated here. It has long been 
in dispute whetlier Eels are oTiparous or Tmparous, but Mr. Tarrel . 
seems tt) have set this question at rest by proving ^em to be oviparous. 

Mr. Young, the Duke of Sutherland’s Balmon>iaetor, has bred them 
artificially from spawn. — £n. 

* The must universal scholar of his time ; he was born at Durham, about 
<i71r and bred under St. John of Beverley. He was a man of gi^ virtue, 
and remarkable for a mtwi sweet and engaging dispodtion ; ha died in 784, 
and lies buried at Durham. His works make 8 vols. folio, of which the 
most valuable and lest known is his '* Ecclesiastical History.**^H. 



286 THS OOKPLXTB AITGLEB. [PABTI. 


and the rotten planks of an old ship, and hatched of trees ; ^ 

both which are related for 



John Gerard. 


truths by Du Bartas and 
Lobel,* and also by our 
learned Camden and la- 
borious Gerard* in his 
Herbal. 

^ It is said by Bondele- 
tius, that those eels that 
are bred in rivers that re- 
late to or be nearer to'the 
sea^ never return to the 
I I fresh waters, as the salmon 
does always desire to do, 

I \ when they have once tasted 
the salt-water ; ^ and 1 do 
'the more easily believe 
this, because I am certain 


that powdered beef is a most excellent bait to catch an eel. 


^ All this, ihoogh according to the belief of that is absurd. — E d. 

9 Matthias de Lobel, or L’Obel, an eminent physician and botanist of the 
sixteenth century, was a native of Lisle in Flanders. He was a disciple 
of Rondeletius; and being invited to London by King James the First, 
published there his **HiBtoria Plantarum,'’ and died in the year 1616. 
This work is entitled Plantarum seu Stirpium Historia,” and vas first 
published at Antwerp in 1576, and republished at London in 1605. He 
was author likewise of two other worl^ the former of which has for its 
title **]folsami, Opobalsami, Oarpobalsomi, et Xylohalsanii, cum suo cortico 
Explanatin** (Lond. 1598); and the latter, ** Stirpium Illustratloues '' 
^Lond. 1655). — H. 

* John (K^rd was one of the first of our English botanists ; was by 
profession a sux^n ; and published, in 1597, an Herbid, in a large 
folio, dedicated to the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, — and, two years after, a 
Catalogue of Plants, Herbs, &c. to the number of eleven hundred, raised 
and naturalised by himself in a laige garden near his house in HollK>m. 
The latter is dedicated to Sir Walter Raleigh. — H. [The passage referred 
to is lib. iii. chap. 171, ** of the goose-tree, bamacle-tree, or tree bearing 
geese,” of which we have already spoken in note, at page 142. The notion 
that the bamacle-goose grew out of rotten timber, like a fungus, is found in 
Olaua Magnua de OeiU. Sepfent. folio, 1555, and other early writers. — Ed.] 

^ Eds, if they can possibly do so, make their way from rivers, ponds, 
Ac., to brackish water, where they are now generally believed to cluster 
in the mud in large quantities, and in which their spawn is deponted. 
The temperatur^ in bnekish water is supposed to be two degrees warmer 
than that of eimer the sea or the fresh water of a river, and this is pro- 
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And though Sir Francis Bacon will allow the eel’s life to be 
but ten years, yet he, in his History of Life and Death,” 
mentions a lamprey belong^g to the Boman emperor to 
made tame, and so kept for almost threescore years : and 
that such useful and 
pleasant obser\'ations 
were made of this 
lamprey, that Cras- 
sus the Orator, who 
kept her, lamented 
her death. And we 
read iu Doctor Hake- Lamproj, 

will, that Hortensius was seen to weep at the death of a 
lamprey that he had kept long and loved exceedingly.* 

It is granted by all, or most men, that eels, for about six 
months, that is to say, the six cold months of the year, stir 
not up and down, neither ill the rivers, nor in the pools in 
which they usually are, but get into the soft earth or mud ; 
and there many or them together bed themselves, and live 
without feeding upon any thing, os I have told you some 
swallows have been observed to do in hollow trees for those 

Itably the reason M'hy eels, who are iini>atient of cold, seek, by their 
migratory instinct, such localities in which to depewt their spawn. In the 
sjiriiig countless myriads of young eels make their way to pure fresh water. 
A column of them has been traced in the Thames from l£>mer8et House to 
Oxford aliout the begiiiuiiig of May, and 1 have watched their progress 
with much interest. No impediment stops them. They keep as mu& as 
possible close along shore, and os they pass water-oonrses, open ditches^ and 
brooks, Ac., some of them leave the column and entea these places, along 
which they eventually make their way to ponds, smaller rivets, Ac. So 
.strong is tlie migratory instinct of these little eels, that when I have taken 
some in a bucket and returned them to the river at some distance from the 
column, they have immediately rejoineil in it without any deviation to the 
right or left. On the banks of the Thames the passage is called Eel-fare, 
Two obser^’ers watching their progress at Kingston, calculated that ftom 
sixteen to eighteen hundred passed a given line per minute. Bennie saw (on 
the 13th of May) a column of young eels of uniform slse, about as thick os a 
cjrow-quill, and three inches long, returning to the river Clyde, in 
almost military oriler, keeping within parallel lines of about six in^es. 
He traceil it for several hours without perceiving any diminution.— Ed. 

* Orassua was for this reproached in the senate of Borne Iqr Domitius^ 
in these words — ** Foolish Crassus ! you wept for your Murena" [or 
Lamprey]. ** That is more,’* retorted Cimus, ‘‘than you did for your two 
wives.*' Lord Bacon's ** Apophthegms."— H. 
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cold Biz montliB : and this the eel and swallow do, as not 
being able to endure winter-weather: for Gesner quotes 
Albertus to sav, that in the year 1125, that year’s winter 
being more cold than usually, eels did by nature’s instinct 
mt out of the water into a stack of hay in a meadow upon 
diy ground, ‘ and there bedded themselves ; but yet at last 
a frost , killed them. And our Camden relates, that in 
Lancashire, fishes were digged out of the earth with 
spades, where no water was near to the place.^ I shall 
say little more of the eel, but that, as it is observed he 
is impatient of cold, so ib hath been observed that, in 
warm weather, an eel has been known to live five days out of 
the water. 

And lastly, let me tell you that some curious searchers 
into the natures of fish, observe that there be several sorts 
or kinds of eels : as the silver eel, and green or greenish 
eel, with which the river of Tham^es abounds, and those are 
called grigs ; and a blackish eel, whose head is more flat and 
bigger than ordinary eels ; and also an eel whose fins are 
reddish and but seldom taken in this nation, and yet taken 
sometimes. These several kinds of eels are, say some, 
diversely bred ; and namely, out of the corruption of the 
earth, and some by dew, and other ways, as 1 have said to 
you : and yet it is affirmed by some for a certain, that the 
silver eel is bred by generation; but not by spawning as 
other fish do, but that her brood come alive from her, being 
then little live eels no bigger nor longer tlian a pin : and J 
have had too many testimonies of this to doubt the truth of 

Dr. in liis “ HiaU^ry of StaffuiOahirt*," 242, mciitioiifl certain 
ivntera, and a piKil, that were- stocked by eeU that luul, from waters tliey 
liked not, travelled “in arido,” or over dry land, U these other, — H. 

- Camden's relation is t«) this effect, viz. “That, at a place called 
Sefton, in the above county, — ^uiwn tnmuig up the turf, men find, a black 
demlish water with small fishes therein." — “BriUuinia, Lincashire." 
Fuller, who also reports this strange fiict, humorously says 17 -“ That the 
men of this place go a-fisliing with spades and mattocks ; " adding that 
fishes are thus found in the country abont Heraclea and Tius, in Pontus. — U. 
The fiMJt is, that eels will leave a pond and travel over land to a neighbour- 
ing brook or river in order to get to the sea ; and' eels taken out of a pond 
when the migratory instinct is upon them and put on* a grass fiekl or 
memlow, will make their way to the nearest ]raint of a ri^'er. Eels will 
also leave a riv# at ni^t, and get into the adjoinijig meadows to feed on 
worms.— En. 
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it myself; and if I thought it needful I might prove it, but 
I thiw it is needless. 

And this eel, of which I have said so much to you, may 
be caught with divers kinds of baits: as namely, with 
powdered-beef; with a lob, or garden-worm ; with a minnow ; 
or gut of a hen, chicken, or the rats of ainr fish; or with 
almost any thing, for he is a gr^dy fish.^ But the eel may 
be caught, especially, with a little, a very little lairarey, 
which some call a pride, and may in the hot months be found 
many of them in the river Thames, and in many mud-heaps 
in other rivers ; yea, almost as usuidly as one finds worms m 
a dunghill. 

Next note, that the eel seldom stirs in the day, but then 
hides himself ; and therefore he is usually caught by night, 
with one of these baits of which I have spoken, and may be 
then caught by laying hoo^s, which you ore to fasten to the 
bank, or twigs of a tree ; or by throwing a string cross the 
stream with^ many hooks at it, and those baitM with the 
aforesaid baits ; and a clod or plummet, or stone, thrown 
into the river with this line, that so you may in the morning 
find it near to some fixed place, and then take it up with a 
drag-hook or otherwise.^ But these things are, in^d, too 
common to be spoken of, and an hour’s fishing with any 
angler will teach^you better both for these and many other 

1 To this truth, I myself can bear witness. When 1 dwelt at Twicken- 
ham, a huge canal adjoined to my house, which I stocked witii fish. I had 
from time to time bniods of ducks, which, with their yonog one% took to 
the water. One dry summer, when the canal was veiy low, we missed • 
many youug ducks, but could not find out how th^ firent. Besolving to 
make advantage of the lowness of the water to clean the caSal, a work 
which had not been done for thirty years befiHc, I drained and emptied it, 
and found in the mud a great number of large eels. Some of them I 
reserved for the use of my family, which, being opened by the cook, 
suiprised us all ; for in the stomachs of many of them were found, undi- 
gested, the necks and hea^ of young ducks, which doubtless were those of 
the ducks we had missed The fiict seems to have been, that the water 
being shallow, they became an easy prey, and were pulled under by the 
eels, or if you will by the ficcfr. — ^H. They will not only fbed on yonng 
ducks, as 1 know to my cost, but also on water-rate. I have also 
wituessed (and the same thi^ was observed in one of the Oumberland 
lakes) a number of small eels drive a shoal of little fidi to the sidd of the 
canal in Hampton Court Phik, and there greedily fimd on thenL— Bn. 

s This method will suoeeed with trout and other fish besito eels ; but 
the genuine angler will not hold this to be good sport.— 
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common things in the practical part of anglings than a 
week’s discourse. I shall therefore conclude this direction 
for taking the eel, by telling you, that in a wwm day in 
summer, I hare taken many a good ed by snigling,^ and 
have hem much pleased with that sport. 

And because you that are but a young angler, know not 

> The beet method of tntffgling is this : take an ordinary-sued needle, 
whip it only about the middle to three indies of the strongest fine 
twine^ waz^, and fiutened aboTe, to seyeral yards of vhip-cord or pack- 
thread : Oinist the end of your needle into the head end of a large lob- 
worm, and draw him on till you have got it up to the middle of the worm : 
then in the end of a small long stick, which you may fix in a joint or more 
of your rod, let there be stuck another needle, fastened well from slipping 
out, with about half an inch of the point appearing : put this also into the 
head of the baited worm, and holding the whole length of the cord in your 
hand, together with the stick, thrust your worm lietween the cleft of any 
clods or piles in shallow water, till yoi\ have lost sight of it ; then gently 
dnw your stick away, laying it aside, keeping the line still in your hand, 
till you perceive it to draw, and after some time strike as directed. The 
needle which before this lay buried straight in the worm, will, by your 
stroke, be pulled quite across the throat of tlie eel, and hold him fast. 
HHien he is landed, you may, by squeesiug one of the points through his 
skin, draw that and the whole line after it. 

Bobbing for EtU is thus performed : St^g a large number of worms 
with a neral^ on a fine but strong pack-thread ; running them from head 
to toil, till you have strung about a pound ; then wrapping them about 
a dosen times round your hand, tie them fiut with the two ends of the 
thread, that they may hang in hanks or links : fasten these to a strong 
cord, about two yards long ; and about eight inches above the worms tie 
a knot; upon this let a plummet of lead rest, being bored througli, 
that it may easily slip to and fro : it is made in shape of a pyramid, 
of about half a pound weight : let the broad end 
hang downward. Tie the corrl to a strong taper ix>le, 
about 1||iree yards long. Angle w'ith this in a muddy 
water, in the deeps or sidas of streams. You null 
fiind the eels tug at it eagerly : then draw up worms 
and eels, not with a jerk, but with a steady, swift, 
and even hand ; and giving it a smart twitch, shake 
them suddeqly off on Shd, or into your boat, and 
turn your b^ts directly over into the water again. 
You may take in this way three or four usually at a 
time. — ^B bowhb. 

Spearing for Eeh is a practice resorted to very 
generally during the cold moutiis, when eels lie, 
almost torpid, deeply embedded in the muddy banks 
of streams or npmids. Eel-spears have usually six or seven prongs; with 
long handles, /md need only m jammed into the mud in likely plai^ and 
immediatdy palled out again.— En. 
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what sniglinc is, I will now teach it to you. Tou remember 
I told you that eels do not usually stir in tjie day-time, for 
then they hide themselves under some covert, or under 
boards or planks about flood-gates, or wears, or mills, or in 
holes in the river-banks : so that vou, observing your time 
in a warm day, when the water is lowest, may take a strong, 
small hook, tied to a strong line, or to a string about a yard 
long; and then into one of these holes, or between any 
boards about a mill, or under any mat stone or plank, or 
any place where you fchink an ed may hide or shelter 
hersdf, you may, with the help of a short stick, put in your 
bait, but leisurdv, and as far as you may conveniently : and 
it is scarce to be doubted, but that if there be an eel within the 
sight of it, the eel will bite instantly, and as certainly gorge 
it : and you need not doubt to have him, if you pull him not 
out of the hole too quickly, but pull him out by degrees ; 
for he lying folded double in his hole, will, with the help of 
his tail, break all, unless you give him time to be wearied 
with pulling, and so get him out by degrees, not pulling 
too hard. 

And to commute for your patient hearing this long 
direction, I shall next tell you how to make this Eel 
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nott then give bim three or four Bcotches with a knife ; and 
then put into his belly and those Bcotches, sweet herbs, an 
anchovy, and a little nutmeg grated or cut very small ; and 
your herbs and anchovies must also be cut very small, and 
mixed with good butter and salt: having done this, then 
pull his skin over him all but his head, which you are to cut 
off, to the end you may tie his skin about that part where 
his head grew, and it must be so tied as to keep all his 
moisture within his skin: and having done this, tie him 
with tape or packthread to a spit, and roast him leisurely, 
and baste him with water and islt till his skin breaks, and 
then with butter : and having roasted him enough, let what 
was put into his belly, and what he drips, be bis sauce. 

S. P. 

When I go to dress an eel thus, I wish he were as long 
and big as that which was caught in Peterborough river in 
the year 1667, which was a yard and three-quarters long. 
If you will not believe me, then go and see at one of the 
coffee-houses in Eing-street in Westminster. 

But now let me t^ you, that though the eel thus dressed 
be not only excellent good, but more harmless than any 
other way, yet it is certain that physicians account the eel 
dangerous meat ; I will advise you therefore, as Solomon 
says of honey, I^ov. xxv. 16, Hast thou found it, eat no 
more than is sufficient, lest thou surfeit, for it is not good 
to eat much honey.” And let me add this, that the 
uncharitable Italian bids us, ‘‘give eels, and no wine to our 
enemies.” 

And Lwill beg a little more of your atteq|pon to tell you, 
that Aldrovaudus and •divers physicians commend the eel 
very much for medicine, though not for meat. But let me 
tell you one observation ; that the eel is never out of season, 
as trouts and most other fish are at set times ; at least most 
eels are not.' 

^ The haunts of the eel are—weeds ; under roots, stumps of trees ; holes 
and clefts of the earth, both in the banks and at the bottom, and in the 
plain mud ; where they lie with only their heads out, watdiing for prey. 
They are found xmder grept stones, old timber, abont flood-gates, 
weirs, bridges, and old mills. ^ They delif^t in still waters, and in those 
that are foul an^muddy ; thouji^ the smaller eels are to 1^ met with in all 
sorts of rivers and soils. 

Althongh.1^ manner in which eels, and indeed all fifdi, are generatSd, 



THS lOVRTR DAT. 


245 


OBAP.Xin.] 

I might here speak of many other fish whose shape and 
nature are much like the eel, and frequent both the sea and 

u Boffieiently aettied, m appean lij the Ibregoing notea^ there yet remaina 
a queation undecided natnnliata, and that ia, whether the eel be an 
oviparous or a vmpairous fidi f Walton indinea to the latter opinion. The 
following relation from Bowlkar, may go near to determine the qneation : 

« Being acquainted with an elderly woman, who had been wiTe to a 
miller near fifty yeara, and mudi employed in dreaaing of eela^ I aaked her, 
whether ahe IumI eyer found any spsam or egga in thoae eela ahe opened t 
She aaid ahe had never obaerved any; but that die had aometimea found 
living eela in them, about the bigneaa of a amall needle ; and particularly 
that ahe once took out ten or twelve^ and put them upon the table^ and 
found them to be alive— which was confirmed to me by the reat of the 
family. The time of the year wh^ thia happened waa^ aa they informed 
me, about a fortni^t or fhree weeka after Miehaelmaa ; which makea me 
of opinion that they go down to the aea, or aalt-water, to prepare ihem- 
aelvea for the work of propagating and producing their young. To thia I 
muat add another obaervation of the aame nature^ that waa made by a 
gentleman of fortune not fiur from Ludlow, and in the commiaaion of the 
peace for the county of Salop ; who, going to viait a gentleman, hia friend, 
waa ahown a very fine large eel, that waa goin^to be dreaaed, about whoae 
aidea and belly he observed a parcel of little creeping things^ whidi at firit 
made him auspect it had been kept too long ; but^ upon nearer inspection, 
they were found to be perfect Uttle eels or elvers. Upon thia^ it was 
immediately opened, in the sight of several other gentlemen ; and in the 
belly of it they found a lump about as big aa a nutmeg, consisting of an 
infinite numbw of those littie creatoress doady wrapped np together, 
which, being put into a bodn of water, soon separated, and swam about the 
basin. This he has often told to several gentlemen of credit in his ndj^- 
bouthood, firom some of whom I first received this account; but 1 have 
lately had the satiafection of having it from his own mouth ; and therefine 
I tiiink this may serve to put the matter out of all doubt^ and may be 
auffident to prove that eela are of the viviparoua kind.’^— [Notwithatandiog 
this deliberate evidence^ it is now generally agreed hj naturalists, that 
eels are oviparous. See note at page Tarrell thinks that 

the notion of their being viviparous probably arose from the worms, or 
EntozoOf with which they axe infeated, and of whidi Budolphi has 
enumerated eight difesrent apedea. — E d.] 

Eels, though never out of season, axe best in winter and worst in May. 
And it is to be noted, that the longer they live the better they are. 

Or BATTS roB THE iBL, the best axe bb-worma^ loach, minnowa, amall 
pope, or perch, with the fins cut off ; pieces of any fidi, especially bleak, aa 
being very ludd, with which I have taken very li^ ones. . 

Aa the anglmg fiir eeb is no very pleasant amusement, and is always 
attended with great trouble and the risk of tadde ; many, whib they an^ 
for other fish, lay lines fer the eel, whidi th^ tie to weeda^ fiafj^ Ao,, 
with marks to find them ^ 7 . Or, you may take a bng packthread line, 
with a leaden wdght at the end, and hooka looped on at a yard dSatanca 
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firesh liven; aij narndj^ tbe lamprel, the lamprey, mid the 
lampeme; as also of the mighly conm, taken often in 
Severn about Glonoeater: and ml^ht aw tdl in what high 
eateem many of them are for ' the ciuioai^ of their taate. 
But these are not so proper to be talked of by me, because 
they make us anglen no sport, therefore I will let them 
alone as the Jews do,* to whom they are forbidden by 
their law. 



The Fkmnddi^.. 

And, scholar, tber^ is also a flounder, a sea-fish, which 
will wander very tax into fresh rivers, and there lose himself, 
and dwell, and thrive to a hand’s breadth, and almost twice 
BO long; a fish without scales, and most excellent meat: 
and a fish that affords much sport to the angler, with any 

from each other ; listen one end to the flags, or on the riiore^ and throw 
the lead ont, and let the line lie some timOt And in tliia yrtij you may 
probably tfdce a pike. 

The river Kennet in Berkshire, the Stour in Dorsetshire^ Irk in Lanca- 
diire, and Ankham in lancolnshir^ are Imed for producing excellent eels, 
the latter to so great a degree^ as to give rise to the following proverbial 
rhyme : — % 

Ankham^eel, and Witham Kke, 

In all England is none sike. 

But it is said, there are no eels superior in goodness to those taken in the 
head of the New River near Islington ; and I myself have seen eels caught 
there, with a rod and line, of a very large sise. 

Eels, contrary to all oAer flsh, never swim up, but always down the 
stream.— H. [This is a mistake, as any one living on the banks of the 
Thames m^ know. Eels ascend the river on their return from the sea 
in the springy when the eel-bucks or eel-pots are tuned down stream, 
and the contrary way, towards the sea, in the autumn. — ^En.] 

^ We are indebted to Leeuwenhoeok for the discovery of scales on eels, so 
Aat Jews may no^^cat them as legitimate flxxl. When the skin of an cel 
is perfectly di^ the scales are more observable. — ^En. 
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amall vom, batespeoifllj a littla bluuh wormj gotten out 
of mareb-nmmd or meadows, whiehebonld be ww sooured.' 
Batthii^uunighit be most exceUent meat, yet it wants sodee, 
and is, as I told yon, therefore on abomination to tiie Jews. 

Bn^ scholar, there is a fish that they in Lancashire boast 
very much of, called a Ghar, tdken there, and I think tiiere 



The Ghar, or Alpine Trout. 


only, in a mere called Winander-Mere a mere, says Camden, 
that is the largest in this nation, being ten miles in length, 
and some say, as smooth in the bottom as if it were paved 

1 The taking of flounders with a rod and line is a thing so accidental, that 
it is hardly worth the mention. The same may be said, of smelts, which, 
in the Thames, and other great riyersi are caught with a bit ofl any small 
fish, but chiefly of their own species. In the,month of August^ alMut the 
year 1720, such vast quantities of smelts oame np the Thmes, that 
women, and even childr^ became anglers for tibem ; and, as I haye been 
told by persons who well rmembco: it^ in one day, between London-bridge and 
Greenwich, not fewer than two thousand persons were thus employed. — ^H. 
Hawkins is mistaken in saying that flounders are sddom caught by 
angling. The author of ** An g lin g m the Trent»” pnbluflied In 1801, 
says, have known ten pounds wd^t taken by two anglers in one 
afternoon, and a much greater quantity by flounder-lines. I nave eaugbt 
them with lob-worms^nearly a pound weight eadi, and with a minnow one 
that weighed twenty-^me ounces.” — 

^ This is now known to he incorrect. The diar is found in the deepest 
waters of many of the lakes of Cumberland and Westmoreland, as well as 
in Wioander-mere, and among them Keswick, Crummock-water, Uls- 
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\ntli polished marble. This fish never exceeds fifteen or 
sixteen inches in length, and ’tis spotted like a trout, and 
has scarce a bone but on the back. But this, though I do 
not know whether it make the angler sport, yet I would 
have you take notice of it, because it is a rarity, and of so 
hi^ esteem with persons of ^at note. 

ISoT would I have you ignorant of a rare fish called a 
Ghiiniad,^ of which I shall teu you what Camden, and others 

S eak. The river Dee, which runs by Chester, springs in 
erionethshire; and, as it runs toward Chester, it runs 
through Femble-Mere, which is a large water: and it is 
observed, that thoug^h the river Dee abounds with salmon, 
and Femble-Mere with the Guiniad, yet there is never any 
salmon caught in the mere, nor a guiniad in the river. And 
now my next observation lAall be of the Barbel. 


water, and especially in Ooniiton and Bv^ttermere. Leigli says it ia found 
in Conningtoh-mere, in LaQcadiire,aiid Tarrell that it occurs in several of * 
the lakes CffWides, Scotland, and Irdand. Thomson, in his Natural 
Hirtoxy of Ireland’* {the volume jwt publwked)^ givea an account of the 
many longha in which it ia found in Ireland. 

The diar is nearly twice the sue of the herring. The bock is of an 
olive green ; its belly of a light vermilion, softening in some into white, 
and changbg into a deq) red at the insertion of the fins. Th^ are caught 
only in the winter season, when twenty dozen a-day are sometimes taken 
by a single boat. In summer they retire to the rocky caves below, some 
of whudi are said to be unfathomable : nor do they breed in any lake in 
which such deep recesses are not found. — Ed. 

‘ The Qwyniad, called the Schelly in Cumberland, is very numerous in 
Ulswater, and other large lidces in Cumberland. It is gregarious. I had 
some sent me from Bida Lake, in North Wales. The fish is not unlike a 
herring in a|ppearance.— Ed. 
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CHAPTER XI7. 

OBSEBTATIOKS OF THE BABBEl^ iUTD OIBEOTIONS HOW TO FISH FOR SOI. 


JPise. The Barbel is so called, says Oesner, by reason of 
his barb or wattels at his mouth, which ore under his nose 
or chaps. He is one of those leather-mouthed fishes that I 
told you of, that does very seldom break his hold if he be 
once hooked : but he is so strong, that he will often break 
both rod and line, if he proves to be a big one.' 

But the barbel, though he be of a fine shape, and looks 
big, yet he is not accounted the best fish to eat, neither for 
his wholesomeness nor his taste: but the male is reputed 
much better than the female, whose spawn is very hurtful, 
as I will presently declare to you. 

They nock together like sheep, fuid are at the* worst in 
April, about which time they spawn,*but quickly pow to be 
in season. He is able to live in the strongest swifts of the 
water, and in summer they love the shallowest and sharoest 
streams ; and love to lurk under weeds, and to feed on 
gravel against a rising ground, and will root and dig in the 

^ The avenge siie of iMwbeleaiiglit in the river Thames or Lea, isftom 
one to three pounds, but th^ are ooeasionally found of ei|^t or tenpoundif 
weight. Mr. Tanr^ says, the largest he finds on xeooid weighed fifteen 
and a half pounds. They are very abundant about Shepperton and Walton, 
where as many as from one hundred and fiflj to one hundred and eigh^ 
have been taken in one day. — Ud, 
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saaids with his nose like a hog, and there nests himself: yet 
sometimes he retires to deep and swift lodges, or flood- 
|;ates, or wears, where he will nest himself^unongst piles, or 
m hollow places, and take such hold of moss or weeds, that 
be the water never so swift, it is not able to force him from 
the place that he contends for. This is his constant custom 
in summer, when he and moat living creatures sport them- 
selves in the sun ; but at the approach of winter, then he 
forsakes the swift, streams and sh^ow waters, and bv degrees 
retires to those parts of the river that are quiet and deeper: 
in which places, and I think about that time, he spawns; 
and, as I have formerly told you, with the help of the 
melter, hides his spawn or eggs in holes, which &ey both 
dig in the gravel; and then they mutually labour to cover 
it with the same sand, to prevent it from being devoured by 
other fish. 

.There be such store of this fish in the river Danube, that' 
Bondeletius says, they may in some places of it, and in 
some months of the year, be taken by those that dwell near 
to the river, with their hands, eight or ten load at a time.^ 
He says, they begin to be good in May, and that they cease 
to be so in August, but it is found to be otherwise in this 
nation : but thus far we ag^e with him, that the spawn of 
a barbel, if it be not poison, as he says, yet that it is 
dangerous meat, and especially in the month of May; 
which is so certain, that Gesner and Gasius ’ declare, it had 
an ill efiect upon them, even to the endangering of their 
lives.^ 

^ In vintfor they assemble under roots of trees, or a sunken boat, &e., 
and are then so torpid, that . the fishermen tell me they can push them 
about with a punt-pole. Darcy, a music-seller at Oxford, is mentioned in 
the ‘^New Monthly Magasdne,” (1820, p. 11,) as having taken barbel by 
diving in a deep hole hear the Four Streams. He said' that many of these 
fish lay with their heads against the bank in parallel lines, like horses in 
their stalls. They were not disturbed at his approach, but allowed him to 
come closer and mlect the finest of them. !Eburbel of fourteen or sixteen 
pounds in weight have been taken in the Thames. — Ed. 

< Antontofr Garins, of Padua, a physician, who wrote a treatise ** De 
Conservatione Sanitatis,*’ in which there is a chapter on the qualities of 
river fidi as food. It was first published at Venioe, 1491. He died in 
1580. See JOcher, Moreri, Ac. — ^Bn. 

* ^ough the spawn of the barbel is known to be of a poisonous nature, 
yet it is often taken by country people medicinaUy, who find it at once a 
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This fish is of a fine cast and handsome shape, with small 
scales, which are placed after a most exact and curious 
manner, and, as I told you, may be rather said not to be ill, 
than to be good meat.^ The chub and he have, I think, both 
lost part of their credit bj ill cookery, they being reputed 
the worst or coarsest of fresh-water fish. But the barbel 



afibrds an angler choice sport, being a lusty and a cunning 
fish ; so lusty and cunning as to endanger the breaking 
of the angler’s line, by running his head forcibly towards 
any covert, or hole, or bank; and then striking at 
the Une, to break it off with his tail, as is observed by 
Plutarch, in his book **De Industrie Animalium;” and 
idso so cunning to nibble and suck off your worm close 
to the hook, and yet avoid the letting the hook come into 
his mouth. 


most powerful emetic and cathartic. And, notwithstanding what is said of 
the wholesomeness of the/uA, with some oonstitations it ponces the same 
effects as the spawn. About the month of September, in the year 1754, a 
servant of mine, who had eaten part of a barbd — ^though, as I had cautioned 
him, he abstained from the spawn— vw seised with su^ a viident purging 
and Yomiting, as had like to have cost him his life. — ^H. The i^wn of 
most fish, particularly sea fish, is found to become poisonons at times ; but 
the cause has never been disooveied.— Bixxn. Ephemera, however, 
doubts the noxious properties of either the roe or the fiedi of .the barbel, 
when in season, which is from July to October, induaive; and quotes 
Bloch, who says that he and his fai^ had eaten the roe without inoon- 
venienee. — Bn. 
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The barbel is also curious for his baits; that is to say, 
that they be clean and sweet; that is to say, to have your 
worms well scoured, and not kept in sour and musty moss, 
for he is a curious feeder; but at a well scoured lob-worm, 
he will bite as boldly as at any bait, and speddly, if, the 
night or two before you fish for him, you shall bait the 
places where you intend to fish for him, with big worms cut 
into pieces : ^ and note, that none did ever over-bait the 
place, nor fish too early or too late for a barbel. And 
the barbel will bite also at gentles, which not being too 
much scoured, but green, are a choice bait for him ; and so 
is cheese, which is not to be* too hard, but kept a day or 
too in a wet linen doth to make it tough : with this you 
may also bait the water a day or two before you fish for the 
barbel, and be much the nkelier to catch store: and if 
the cheese were laid in clarified honey a short time before, 
as namely, an hour or two, y6\i were still the likelier to 
catch fish. Some have directed to cut the cheese into thin 
pieces, and toast it, and then tie it on the hook with fine 
silk : and some advise to fish for the barbel with sheep’s 
tallow and soft cheese beaten or worked into a paste, and 
that it is choicely good in August, and I believe it: but 
doubtless the lob-worm well scoured, and the gentle not too 
much scoured, and cheese ordered as I have directed, are 
baits enough;’ and I think will serve in any month; 
though 1 shall commend any angler that tries conclusions, 
and IS industrious to improve the art. And now, my honest 
scholar, the long shower and my tedious discourse are both 
ended together: and I shall give you but this observation, 
that whhn you fish for a barbel, your rod and line be both 
long, and of good strength ; for, as I told you, you will find 
him a heavy and a dogged fish to be dealt withal, yet he 
seldom or never breaks nis hold if he be once strucken. And 
if you would know more of fishing for the umber or barbel,’ 

> GraTefl, which are the eediment of tallow melted for the making of 
candles^ cut into pieces, are an excellent gronnd-bait for barbel, gudgeons, 
and many other ddb, if thrown in the nig^t before you angle. — H. 

^ Moses Browne mentions haring caught a barbel of three pounds’ weight 
with a bit of rusty baeon.— Ed. 

* Of the la^unts of the barbd, the author has spoken sufficiently. 
Barbel spawn about the middle of April ; and grow in season ahopt a 
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get into favour with Doctor Sheldoni' whose skill is above 
others ; and of 
that, the poor 
that dwell about 
him have a com- 
fortable expe- 
rience. And now 


use. Come, 
scholar, which 
willyoutakeup? 

Ven. Which you think fit, master. 

Fisc. Why, you shall take up that ; for I am certain by 

month after. Baits other than what Walton has mentioned, are^ the yonng 
brood of wasps, hornets, and humble bees. 

In fishing for him, use a yezy strong rod, and a silk line with a diot and 
a bullet, as directed for the trout ; some use a oork float, which, if you do, 
be sure to fish as close to the bottom as possible, so as the bndt does not 
touch the ground. In angling for lesser fish, the angler will sometimes 
find it a misfortune to hook a Wbel, a fish so sullen, that with fine tackle 
it is scarcely possible to land one of twelve inches long. 

A lover of angling told me the following story. He was fishing in the 
river Lea, at the ferry called Jeremy’s, and had hooked a laxgg fish at the 
time when some Londoners with their horses were passing j they congratulated 
him on his success, and got out of the fi9rry-lk)at ; but findhig the fish not 
likely to yield, mounted their horses and rode off. The &t was, that 
angling for small fish, his bait had been taken by a barbel, too big for the 
fisher to manage. Not caring to ride his tackle by attempting to raise him, 
he hoped to tire him, and to that end suffered hfeuelf to be led, to use his 
own expression, as a blind man is by his dog, sevend yards up, and as many 
down, the bank of the river ; in short, fat so many honrs^ t^t the horse- 
men above-mentioned — who had been at Walthamstow, and dined— ‘Were 
returned; who, seeing him thus occupied, cried out^ “What^ master t 


^ Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, warden of All Souls' College, chaplain to King 
Charles the First, and after the Bestoration, Axebbis^p Canterbury. 
He founded the theatre at Oxford, ^ed in 1^7, and liei buried under a 
stately monument at Croydon, in SuneT* 


let’s go and see 
what interest the 
trouts will pay us 
for letting our 
angle-rods lie so 
long, and so 
quietly, in the 
water for their 
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Tiewins ihe line, it hM ■ fish at it. Look yon, scholn! 
‘Well done! Come nov, take np the other too; well! 
Now you may jMl uy brother Pater at mght, that you have 
caught a lem, of moata thia day. And now let’a move 

another lazge fiaht'’. aaja Piieator, "it ii the yaj eame.” 

"Kay,” a^« one of tiMBm, can new be ; for it is five boun since 
we erassed ^ liTor and not beliering him, they rode on their way. At 
length our ai^er determined to do that which a leas patient one wonld 
haye done long before ; he made one Tigorona effort to limd his fish, broke 
his tackle^ and lost him. 

[Salter knew of a barbel in Hampton Court Deeps,- in 1816, that had 
gerenl times broken awayfiom the hook, and weighed it is supposed^ about 
thirty pounds. From his bold and piratical practices, he was nicknamed 
Fanl JcfikCB.] 

Fishing for barbd . is, at best^ bnt a dull recreation. ' They are a sullen 
fish, and bite bnt slowly. The angler drops in his bait, the bullet at t^ 
bottom of the line fixes it to one q[>ot of the river : tired with waiting for a 
bite, he generally lays down his ro^ aA ezerdring the patience of a setting 
dog, waits till he sees the top of his rod move ; then begins a struggle 
between him and the fish, which he calls his sport ; and that being over, 
he lands his prise, fiwsh bidts his hook, and lays in for another.— ^H. [This 
is somewhat overdrawn. After liberal ground-baiting over nighty they will 
often bite eagerly in the morning at gentles, brandlings, or paste. The 
writer has seen them tiJEon to the extent of twenty or thirty in two or 
three hours. — ^En.] 

Living some years ago in a village on the banks of the Thames, I was 
used in the summer months to be mudi in a boat on the river. It chanced 
that at Shepperton, where I had been for a few days, I fr^uently passed 
an elderly genrieman in his boat ; who appeared to be fishing at different 
stations for barbel. . After a few salutations had passed between us, and 
we were become a little acquainted, I took occasion to inquire of him what 
diversion he had met with. **Sir,” says he^ ‘*1 have had but bad luck 
to-day, fi^r 1 fish for barbd, and you know &ey are not to be caught like 
gudgeons.'** ** It is vexy true,” answered I ; ** but what you want in tide, 

1 suppose you make up in Ve^t.” ** Why, sir,*’ says he, ** that is just 
as it happens ; it is true^ I like the sporty and love to catch fish, but my 
great delight is in going afUr Hum, Til tell you what, sir,” continued he ; 

I am a man in years, and have used the sea all my life ” [he had been on 
India captain], ” bnt I mean to ^ no more ; and have bought that little 
house which you see ther^” [pointing to it] **for the sake of firiiing : I 
get into this boat** (which he was then mopping) **on a Monday mohiing, 
and firii on till Saturday nighty for barbel os I told you, for that is my 
delight ; and this 1 have somstimea done fer a month together, and, in all 
that while, have not had one Ute.” — ^H. 

[The barbel-angler has, however, sometimes occasion to exult at the sport 
which he findsL As recently aa August 9th, 1807, at one of the deeps near 
Shepperton, vAich had been prepared by baiting the preceding nighl^ a 
party of feUr ^tlemen, named Ernes, Atkinaon, IhUl, andMoore^ sepOted 



jcbaf. m.] 


THB lOUBTH DAT. 


255 


toward oiir lodgingi and drink a dnnglit. of red-cow’a milk * 
as we go, and;give piel^ Mftndlirt and her koneat mother a 
brace of touts for their supper. 

Fen. Master, 1 like your motion very well '; and I think 
it is now about milking-time, and yonder they be at it. 

jPtsc. God speed you, good woman ! I thank you both 
for our songs last night: I and my companion have had 
such fortune a-fishing this day, that we resolved to give you 
and Maudlin a brace of touts for supper, and we will now 
taste a draught of your red-cow’s milk. 

MtlJbw. Marry, and that you shall with all my heart, and 
1 will be still your debtor when you come this way : if you 
will but speak the word I will make you a good syllabub, 
of new verjuice, and then you may sit down in a nay-cock 
and eat it ; and Maudlin shall sit by and sing you the good 
old song of the “ Hunting in Chevy Chace,” or some other 

f ood bmlad, for she hath store of them. Maudlin, my 
onest Maudlin, hath a notable memory, and she thinks 
nothing too good for you, because you be such honest men. 

Fen.. We thank you, and intend once in a month to call 
upon you again, and ^ve you a little warning, and so good 
night! Good night. Maudlin. And now, good 
master, let’s lose no time; but tell me somewhat 
more of fishing, and if you please, first something 
of fishing for a Gudgeon. 

JPtsc. I will, honest scholar. 

into two boats, began fishing between ten and eleyen in the fore- 
noon ; in about five hours they caught the following quantity: — 


A 


Exes and Atkinson. 
2 Fish, weighing . . 2C 
6 j, „ . . 3S 

30 „ „ . . 26 

4 thrown over 


Hall and Moore. 
2 Fish, weighing 
20 „ „ . 




Tbe Gudgeon. 


oaid to be yery.'vrliolesome : he is of a fine shape, of a sfirer 
colo\np, vjid beautified with black spoto both on bia body 
andtail.^ He breeds two or three times in the year, and 
always in summer. He is commended for a hah of oAcellent 

nouriahment ; ” the Germans call bim groundling, hy reason 


1 The avenge size of the gudgeon Is from six to eight inches, and its 
wdght from two to three ounces. But Pennant records one taken at 
Ux&idge which welj^ed half a ponnd. — Bn. 

* persons think thegud^n as good a fish as the smelt. Fewfidi 
bite more - eagerly than gudgwns^ and tbis^ perhaps, is the reason why so 
many persons may be seen patiently seated in punts fiKim morning to 
on the river TluBues^ employed in caioliiiig these fresh-water smelts. 
may be fished fixr with genuM and small womu^ but the most killing bait 
is the bloodhsnona.--B]>. ^ 
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of his feeding on thci ground;' and he there feasts himself 
in* sharp streams, and on the gravel. He and the barbel 
both feed so, and do not hunt for flies at any time, as most 
other Ashes do : he is an excellent fish to enter a young 
angler, being easy to be taken with a small red-worm, on 
or very near to the ground. He is one of those leather* 
mouthed fish that has his teeth in his throat, and will hardly 
be lost from off the hook if he be once strucken. They be 
usually scattered up and down every river in the shallows, 
in the heat of summer; but in autumn, when the weeds 
begin to grow sour or rot, and the weather colder, then they 
gather together, and get into the deeper parts of the watery 
and are to be fished for there, with your hook always 
touching the ground, if you fish for him with a float, or with 
a cork. But many will fish for the radgeon by hand, with 
a running-line upon the gyound, without a cork, as a trout 
is fished for, and it is an excellent way, if you have a gentle 
rod and as gentle a hand.^ 

There is also another fish calledaPope, and bysome a Buffe; 
a fish that is not known to be in some rivers; he is much 



Tb« Buffe. 

like the pearch for his shape, and taken to be better than 
the peur<m, but will not grow to be bigger than a gudgeon ; 

' In fiahing for godgeoni, liave a like, and every qtoarter of aa hoar 
rake the bottom of the river, and the fiah wiU flodE thither in shoidB.-— H. 
Gudgeons appear to swim instinetively towards disturbed . waters, and 
are therefore generally found in miU-streasss, and at the tail of dnioes 
and in gravelly soours.. Baking the gromid, as Sir John Hawkins recom- 
mends, as often-as the sport slackens, and Wting with a small hri|^t red 
worm (on one hook or more), sel d o m foils of saoeeai^ and we have eeen 
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he is an excellent fish, no fish that swims is of a pleasanter 
taste^ and he is idso excellent to enter a young angler, For 
he is a greedy biter, and they will usually lie, abundance of 
them together, in one reserved place, where the water is 
deep, and runs quietly ; and an easy angler, if he has foimd 
where they lie, may cateh forty or fifty, or sometimes twice 
so many, at a standing. 

. You must fish for him with a small red worm, and if you 
bait the ground with earth, it is excellent. 

There is also a Bleak, or Fresh-water Sprat, a fish that is 
ever in motion, and therefore called by some the Eiver- 
Swallow : for just as you shall observe the swallow to be*, 
most evenings in summer, ever in motion, making short and 
quick turns when he fiies to catch flies in the air, by which 
he lives, so does the Bleak at the top of the water.^ Ausonius 
would have him called Bleak, from his whitish colour : his 



back is of a pleasant sad or sea-water green, his belly white 
and shining as the mountain-snow. And, doubtless/tliougli 
he have the fortune, which virtue has in poor people, to be 
neglected, yet the Bleak ought to be mucli valued, though 
we want Allamot-salt, and the ski^ that the Italians have to 
turn them into Anchovies. This fish may be caught with a 
Pater-iioster line ; " that is, six or eight very small hooks 
tied along the line, one half a foot above the other : I have 

hundreds caught at one standing. The small blood- wonu, two on a hook, 
is one of the most attractive baits. — So. 

> Of all the fish conSned in a Vivarium I had at Bushy Park, the Bleak 
were the most amusing and playful. Their activity could not be exceeded, 
and in a still stEnmer's evening they would dart at every little fly tliat 
settled on the water ; appearing always restless yet always bapiiy. — 

, ^ A line witk^mimy hooks piaoed at small dhdanoes. Th^^ it lifiHe 
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seen five caught thus at one timoi and the bait has been 
gentles, than which none is better. 

Or this fish ma^ be caught with a fine small artificial fiy, 
which is to be of a very sad brown^ colour, and very small, 
and the hook answerable. There is no better sport than 
whipping for Bleaks ^ in a boat, or on a bank in the swift 
water in a summer's evening, with a hazel top about five or 
six foot long, and a line twice the length of the rod. I have 
heard Sir Henry Wotton say, that there be many that in Italy 
will catch swallows so, or especially martins, this Bird- Angler 
standing on the top of a steeple to do it, and with a line 
twice so long as I have sj^ken of ; and let me tell you. Scholar, 
that both Martins and Bleaks be most excellent meat. 

And let me tell you, that I have known a Hern that did 
constantly frequent one place, caught with a hook baited 
with a big minnow or a sgiall gudgeon. The line and hook 
must be strong, and tied to some loose staff, so big as she 
cannot fiy away with it ; a line not exceeding two yards. 

resembles a string of beads, is yet said to have been so named, from tbe 
ix>sary used by ^man Catholics in counting their prayers or iiatcr-nosters. 

H. 

^ That is, throwing your line out before you, over your head, in the 
manner of a coach whip. — Bnowirs. 



Mewes. 





Boat House, Bion House. 


THE FOURTH DAY. 

CHAPTER XVL 

18 OF NOTHINO ; OR THAT WHICH IS NOTHING WORTil. 


Pise, My purpose w'as to give you some directions con- 
cerning Uoach and Dace, and some other inferior fish, 
which make the angler excellent sport, for you know there 
is more pleasure in hunting the hare than in eating her : 
but 1 will forbear at this time to say any more, because you 
see yonder come our brother Peter, and honest Coridon. 
But 1 wiU promise you, that as you and 1 fish and w alk 
to-ituorrow towards London, if 1 have now forgotten any 
thing that 1 can then remember, 1 will not keep it 
from you. 

Well met, (gentlemen ; this is lucky that we meet so just 
togetW at this veiy door. Come hostess, where are you F 
Is supper ready? Come, fint give us drink, and oe as 
^ick as you can, for I believe we are all veiy hungr\\ 
Well, brother Peter and Coridon, To you both ! come drink, 
and then tell me what luck of fish : we two have caught but 
ten trouts, of«which my scholar caught three ; look, here’s 
eight, and a Drace we gave away ; we have had a most 
pleasant day for fishing and talking, and are returned home 
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Jboth weary and hungry; and now meat and rest will be 
pleasant. 

Fet. And Coridon and, I have had not an unpleasant day, 
and yet 1 have caught but. five trouts : for indeed we went 
to a good honest ale-house, and there we played at shovel- 
board * half the day ; all the time that it rained we were 
there, and as merry as they that fished. And I am glad we 
are now with a dry house over our heads ; for, hark ! how it 
rains and blows. Gome hostess, give us more ale, and our 
supper with what haste you may: and when we have 
supped let us have your song, Piscator, and the catch 
that your scholar promised us, or else Coridon will be 
dogged. 

jPwc. Nay, I will not be worse than my word, you shall 
not want my song, and I hope I shall be perfect in it. 

Ven, And I hope the like for my catch, which I have 
ready too: and therefore *let*8 go merrily to supper, and 
then have a uentle touch at singing and drinking ; but the 
last with moderation. 

Cor, Come, now for your song, for we have fed heartijy. 
Come hostess, lay a few more sticks on the lire, and now 
sing when you will. 

^ Variously called sHovel-boaid, sliiiffle-board, sbove-board, shovo-groat, 
kQ, Strutt says that in former times the mansions of the rich were not 
thought complete without a sbovel-board-table, which was generally placed 
ill the great hall ; and we know that Henry YIII. used to play at it and 
lose his money. Dr. Plott, in bis History of Staffordshire, informs us.that 
in the hall at Chartley, the shuffle-board-table, though ten yards one foot 
and au inch long, was made up of about two hundred and fifty;pieoe8. 
Stnitt (who describes the \mid minutely) says, thht he sgw a shuffle 
or shovel-board-table at a low public-house in Beidamin-street, near Clerken- 
wcll-green, which was about three feet in breadth, and thirty-nine feet two 
inches in length. The game was played by pushing a smooth piece of 
money along the board to reach certain marks or diviuons, which counted 
according to their nominal value, as in the ** Royal Game of Gc^.'* Groats 
were customarily used at this game, and henoe it is found entitled ** Shove 
Groat.” Taylor, the water poet, says, Edward the Sixth's shillings were 
for the most part used ; and thus laments the “ beardless fiice,” worn stiU 
more smooth and plaine : ” 

Bnt had my stamp been bearded, as irith baire, 

Long before this it bad been wome and bare ; 

For why, with me the thriftless every day. 

With my &ce downward do at Shove-boakl play. 

Travdi of Twelve PencCf p. 68. 
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JPiw. "Wdl tiwn, here’s to you, Ooridon ; and now for. 
my song. 

(Ml I the gelleat fleher's life, 

It iB the best of anj ; 

’Tie full of pleasure, Toid of strife, 

And *tiB beloved by many : 

Other joys 
Are but toys» 

Only this 
Lanirol is; 

For our skill 
Breeds no ill. 

But content and pleasure. 

In a morning up we rise. 

Ere Aurora’s peeping : 

Drink a pup to wash our eyes, 

Leave the duggard sleeping : « 

Then we go 
To and fro, 

With our knacks 
At our backs, 

To such streams 
As the Thames, 

If we have the leisure. 

• When we please to walk abroad 
For our recreation. 

In the fields is our abode, 

Full of delectation : 

Where in a brook 
With a hook, 

Or a lake. 

Fish we take ; 

There we sit, 

For aibit, 

Till we fish entangle. 

We have gentles in a horn, 

We have paste and worms too : 

We can u'atch both night and morn, 

Suffer rain and stoims too. 

None do here 
Use to swear, 

Oatlis do fray 
Fish away ; 

We sit still, 

And watch our quill ; 

Fishers must not wrougle. 
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Make our bodies ewelter, 

To an OBiep>hedge we get 
For a friendly shelter; 

Where in a dike 
Pearoh or pikOf 
Roach or 
We do chase, 

Bleak or gudmn 
. Without grudging ; 

We are still contented. 

Or we sometimM pass an hour 
Under a green wiUow ; 

That defends us from a shower, 

Making earth our pillow ; 

Where we may 
Think and pray, 

^'Before death 
Stops onr breath : 

Other joys 
Are but toys, 

And to be lamented.— Jo. Chalkhill.^ 

Ven. Well sung, piaster! This day’s fortune and pleasure, 
and this night's company and song, do all make me more 
and more in love with angling. Gentlemen, my master left 
me alone for an hour this day; and I verily believe he 
retired liimself from talking with me, that he might be so 
perfect in this song ; was it not, master P 

Pise. Tes, indeed, for it is many years since. I learned it: 
and, having forgotten a part of it, 1 was forced to patch it, 
up by the help of mine own invention, who am not excellent 
at poetry, an iny part of the song may testify : but of that 
1 will say no more, lest you should think I mean by dn- 
commending it to beg your commendations of it. And 
therefore, without replications, let’s hear your catch, 
scholar ; which 1 hope will be a good one, for you ore both 
musical and have a good fancy to boot. 

Fen. Many, and' that you sh^ ; and as freely as I would 

‘ The name is affixed for the first time to the third edition. It appears 
from the 8tateiuent of Fiscator, which immediately follows, that though 
this song was chiefly written by Chalkhill, yet that Walton having forgotten 
some iMLi-ts of it, had himsdf supplied the deficiencies ; hence it affords 
another si>ecimeii of his poetical talents.— SiB H. Nxoolas. 
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have my honest master tell me some more secrets of fish 
and fishing as we walk and fish towards London to-morrow. 
But, master, first let me tdl you that, that very hour which 
you were absent from me, I*sat down under a willow-treo 
by the water-side, and considered what you had told me of 
the owner of that pleasant meadow in which you then left 
me : that he had a plentiful estate, and not a heart to think 
'so ; that he had at this time many law-suits depending, and 
that they both damped his mirth, and took up so much of 
his time and thoughts, that he himself had not leisure to 
take the sweet content that I, who pretended no title to 
them, took in his fields : ' for 1 could there sit quietly ; and, 
looking on the water, see some fishes sport themselves in 
the silver streams, others leaping at fiies of several shapes 
and colours; looking on the hills, I could behold them 
spotted with woods and groves; looking £)wn the meadows, 
could see here a boy gathering lifies and lady-smocks, and 
there a girl cropping culverkeyes and cowslips, all to make 
garlands suitable to this present month of May. These, and 
many other field-flowers, so perfumed the air, that I thought 
that very meadow like that field in Sicily; of which Diodorus 
speaks, where the perfumes arising from the place make all 
dogs that hunt in it to fall off, and to lose their hottest 
scent. 1 say, as 1 thus sat, joying in my ow n happy con- 
dition, and pitying this poor rich man that ow^ned this and 
many other pleasant groves and meadows about me, 1 did 
thankfully remember what my Saviour said, that the “ Meek 
.possess the earth ; ’* or rather, they enjoy wdiat the other 
possess and enjoy* not: for anglers, and meek, quiet-spirited 
men are free from those high, those restless thoughts, which 
corrode the sw*eets of life ; and they, and they only, can say 
as the poet has happily expressed it — 

^ Tliere is bo much fine and useful morality included in this sentiment, 
— ^tliat to let it pass would he inexcusable in one who prctc'nds to illii8tr.ate 
the author's meaning, or display his excellencies. The precept which ho, 
evidently, meant to inculcate, is that some of the greatest plotisures human 
nature is capable* of, lie open, and in common, to the poor as well as the 
rich. It is not necessary, that a man should have the fee-simple of all tlie 
land, in prospect from Windsor terrace, or Uichmond hill, to enjoy the 
beauty of those t^ delightful situations ; nor ran we ira.*igine that no one, 
but lord Burlington, was ever delighted in the view of his most elegapt 
villa at Chiswick.*— H. 
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Hail I bleat eatate of lowlineaa 1 
Happy eigoymenta of auch minda, 

Aa, rich in ^f-eontentedneaa, 

Ci^ like the reeda m roughest winda, 

By yielding make that blow but small, ^ 

At which proud oaks and cedars fall. 

There came also into mj mind at that time, certain verses 
in praise of a mean estate and an humble mind : they were 
written by Fhineas Fletcher,^ an excellent divine, and an 
excellent angler, and the author of excellent ‘‘Piscatory 
Eclogues,” in which you shall see the picture of this good 
man’s mind ; and 1 wish mine to be like it. 

No empty hopes, no courtly fears him f^ht, 

No begging wants, his middle-fortune bite, 

But sweet content exiles both misery and spite. 

Hia certain life, that never can deceive him, 

la full of thousand awiets, and rich content; 

The smooth-leaved beeches in the field receive him 
With coolest shade, till noon-tide's heat be spent ; 

His life is neither toss'd in boisterous seas, 

Or the vexatious world, or lost in slothful ease : 

Pleas'd and full bleat he lives, when he his God can please. 

His bed, more safe than sofl^ yields quiet sleeps, 

While by his side his fiiithful spouse hath place ; 

His little sou into his bosom creeps. 

The lively picture of his father's face. 

' His humble house or poor state ne'er torment him ; 

J^ess he could like, if less his God had lent him ; 

And when he dies, green turfa do for a tomb content him. 

Gentlemen, these were a part of the thoughts that then 
possessed me. And .1 there made a conversion of a piece of 
an old catch,’ and added more to *it, fitting them to be 
Sling by us anglers. Come, master, you can sing well; 
you must sing a part of it as it is in this paper, 

^ riiineas Fletcher was the son of Giles Fletcher, LLJ)., and Ambassador 
from Queen Elisabeth to the Duke of Muscovy. He is said to have been 
bom al)out 1684, was educated at Eton, and in 1600 became Fellow of 
King's College^ Cambridge. He was author of '* Piscatoiy Eclogues,** and 
au allegorical poem of considerable merit, entitled The Purple Iidan^** 
which, with other of his poems, were printed at Cambridge in 1688. He 
died about 1 660. — En. 

2 The song here sung can in no sense of the word be termed a eat(^ : 
It was probably set to music at the request of Walton, and is to be found 

[CfmLinwd at p. 268.] 
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Han's llA Is but vain; For 'tia sub - - Ject to 



hotigs podge of bnif ■ ness, and mo - • ney, and care ; and 



care, and mo - - ney and tron - blc. But 


* Walton himself calls this a “Catch*’-— Hawkins styles it a Song— 
probably ^e nature of the words, although the music is perfectly 
that of the MaAigal so much in the fashion of the time, and now again 
revlTed by iiersons of the best musical taste. The above versiow* is 




hanuumsed for four roices, the Alto and Tenor being now first added. 
For the conyeuience of pubUcation, the four parts are given on two staves 
instead of a stave for each voice — a dvuMt taH being add^ where two 
voices sing the same note. 
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Tet. I many, sir, this is music indeed I This has cheered 
my heart, and made me to remember six verses in praise of 
music, which I will speak to you instantly. 

Mubio 1 miraeuloua rhetoric ! that speak’st seiiM 
Without a tongiie/ezoelling eloquehoe; 

With w^t ease night thy erron be exeiie’d, 

Wert thou as truly lov'd as tboii'rt abus’d ! 

But though dull souls neglect, 

And some reprove thee,^ 

I oannot hate thee, ‘cause the Angels love thee. 

Ven, And the repetition of these last verses of music, 



Edmund Waller., 


in a hook, entitled. A^s and Dialogues for otk?, two, and three 
Voyces ; to the Theodw-Lute and Basse Viol, By John Wilson and Charles 
Coleman, doctors in musio, Henry Lawes and others. Fol. Loudon, 1659. 
Lawes will be remembered as the friend of Milton, and composer of the 
musio to his Comas, The verses in pteise of Music are taken from the end 
of the same book of songs, where they are signed W. D., Knight, meaning 
perhaps Sir William Davenani. 

The reader is not to wonder at this motion of Venator ^ nor that Pisca- 
for BO readily accepts it. At the time when Walton wrote, and long btttbre, 
Music was so generally well understood, that a man who bad any voice, 
or ear, was always supposed to be able to sing his part, in a madrigal or 
song, at sighti Peaebam requires of bis gentleman only to be ablo * * to sing 
his part sure, and at the first sight ; and, withal, to play the same on the 
viol or lutej*/ Compl. Gent, 100. And Pbilomathes, in Morley's eiiCellent 
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have called to my. memory what Mr. Edmund Waller,! a 
lover of the angle/ says of love and music. 

Whilst I listen to thy voice, 

Chloris, I feel my heart decay ; 

That powerful voice 
Calls my fleeting soul away : 

Oh I suppress that magic sound, 

Which destroys without a wound. 

Peace, Chloris, peace ; or singing die, 

That toMther you and I 
To heaven may go : 

For all we know 
Of what the blessed do above 
Ics that they sing, and that they love. 

Pise. Well rememberedjbrother Peter; these verses came 

** Intix)daction to Practical Music,*’ fol. Loud. 1597, thusoomplaincs; [at the 
banquet of muster Sophobulns] ‘^Supper being ended; and mnsic-booka, 
according to custom, being brought to tables the mistress of the house pre- 
sented me with a port, earnestly requesting me to sing. But when, after 
many excuses, I protested unfeignedly, that I could not,— every one began 
to wonder ; yea, some whispered to others, demanding how I was brought 
up. So that, upon shame of mine ignorance^ I go^ now, to seek out mine 
old friend, muster Gnorimos, to niake myself his scholar.” At that 
period a lute was considered a necessaiy part of the fumitore of a barber’s 
shop, and aiiswere^l the end of a newspaper, the now common amasement 
of waiting customers. 

In an old comedy of Bekkeris, entitled, ** The second part of the honest 
Whore,” Matlieo, 8]ieaking of his wife^ terms her *a baritei^t eitteme for 
every serviug-maii to play upon.’ — H. • ^ 

> Edmund Waller w'as bom in 1605, at Coleshill, u ’Bnckuighamdiire^ 
and Tcceived his education at Eton, and Kingff College^ Cambridge. At the 
age of eighteen he was in parliament, and took part against the kmg : In 
1643, however, he was sentenced to be hanged for a plot on his behalf ; but 
saved himself by submission to the ruling power, and the wd^ty inflnenoe 
of the pocket. He afterwards wrote an elegant panegyric in tevour of 
CiHmweU, and subsequently another, on the kmg, at his Bestorathm I He 
died in 1687, and was buried at Beaoonsfidd. £Qb poems are easy, smooth, 
and generally elegant.— Jobhsov. 

* As the author's concern for the honour of angling induced him to 
enumerate such persons of note as were lovers of that recreation, — ^t^ 
reader will allow me to add Mr. Johh Gat to the number. Any one who 
reads the first canto of his GeorgiG^ entitled ** Bnial Sports,” and observes 
bow beautifully and aoourately he treats the subjeot of fly-fidiing, would 
conclude the author a proficient : but that it waa his chief amusement, 1 
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seasonably, and we thank you heartily. Come, we will all 
join togetto, my host and all, and sing my scholar's catch 
over again, and then each man drink the t’ottier cup and to 
bed, and thank Gh)d we have a dry house over our heads. 

Piw. Well now, good night to everybody. 

Fet, And so say I. 

Ven. And so say 1. 

Cor, Good night to you all ; and I thank you. 

Fisc, Good morrow, brother Peter ! and the like to you, 
honest Coridon. Come, my hostess says there is seven 
shillings to pay : let’s each man drink a pot for his morning’s 
draught, ana lay down his two shillings ; that so my hostess 
may not have occasion to repent herself of being so diligent, 
ana using us so kindly. 

Fet, The motion is liked by everybody, and so hostess, 
here’s your money ; we anglera are all beholden to you : it 
will not be long ere I’ll see'you again. And now brother 
Piscator, I wish you and my brother, your scholar, a fair 
day and good fortune. Come Coridon, this is our way. 

have been aesuiied, by a friend who has frequently fished with him in the 
river Kennet, at Aniesbury in Wilts, the seat of his grace the Duke of 
Queensberry. — H. Many other distinguished men have been food of 
angling : Lord Nelson was so devoted to tiie sport that he continued it with 
his left hand ; Thomson, Coleridge, Dr. Paley, Dr. Wollaston, Sir Benjamin 
West, Sir Walter Scott, the Ettrick Shepherd, Sir Humphrey Davy, Pro- 
fessor Wilson, Sir Francis Chantrey, and that fine painter, the late Mr. 
Tunier, — a go»xlly array of heroes, poets, )ihilosophcr8, and artists— were 
all ooufinded disciples of the angle. The list might be greatly extended ; 
but it need only be added that ** glorious John Drydeu” Mas of the 
number, as appears from the edition of his prose works by Malone, Svo : 
London, 1800, vol. 1, part 1, page 520, and part 2, page 42. He and 
D*Urfey must have found a pleasant relief from the excitement of tiicir 
London life in the purauit of this quiet sport in the Wiltshire streams. 
An amusing essay might be written on the subject of this note, iuelnding 
examples of how well and wisely our ])oet8 have loved rivers. Burns, an 
ardent angler, should nut be forgotten : — 

“ The muse, nac poet ever found her. 

Till by himser lie learned to wander 
Adown some tndling bum's meander, 

' And nae think lamj," Kd. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

OF ROACH AND DACE AND HOW TO FISH FOR THEM ; AND OF CADIS. 

Venator. Good master, as we go now towards London, 
be still so courteous as to give me more instructions, for 1 
have several boxes in my memory, in which I will keep them 
all very safe, there shall not one of them be lost. 

Fisc. Well, scholar, that 1 will : and I will hide nothing 
from you that I can remember, and can think nu^ help you 
forward towards a perfection in this art. And because we 
have so much time, and I have said so little of Boach and 
Dace, 1 will give you some directions concerning them. 

[Some say the roach is so called from rutilus^ which, they . 
say, signifies red fins. He is a fish of no great reputation 
for his dainty taste; and his spawn is accounted much 
better than any other part of him. And you may take 
notice, that as the carp is aiccounted the water-fox> for his 


THE COMPLETE AEOLEB. 


272 


[fart 1. 


cuxmin^i bo the roach is accounted the water-sheep for his 
simplicity or foolishness. It is noted that the roach and 
dace recover strength, and grow in season in a fortnight 
after spawning ; the barbel and chub in a month ; the trout 
in four months ; and the salmon in the like time, if he gets 
into the sea and after into fresh-water. 

Beaches be accounted much better in the river than in a 
pond, though ponds usually breed the biggest. But there 
IS a kind of bastard sm^ roach that bree<k in ponds, with a 
very forked tail, and of a very small size, which some say is 
bred by the bream and right roach, and some ponds are 
stored with these beyond belief; and knowing men that 
know their difference call them Buds:^ the/ differ from the 



The Rudd. 

true roach as much as a herring from a pilchard. And these 
bastard-breed of roach are now scattered in many rivers, 

‘ The Rudd (or nfid etfe) ie believed to be a dutinct species, and is found 
in many of^khe English rivers, and abundantly in Lough Neagh in Ireland. 
There is no well authenticate instance of a hybrid &b, and Mr. Yarrell 
doubts their existence. Moses Brown says, in his note on this passage, 
**The rudd differs very much from Walton’s description : it is reckoned 
preferable to the roach, and inferior to none of the rank. He is of a 
golden oolonr, like the carpj with scales as large ; his tail a light, and his 
belly fins a dark red ; and is from twelve to sixteen inches long ; the 
laig^ weigh two pounds : he is broad, thick, strongly made ; stm^les 
ha^ ; feeds usually near the top of the watw, and is tiierefore taken with 
a fly or small red worm ; and is always in season, excepting in April, 
spawning time. It has been said this fish is peculiar to the Tare, in 
Norfolk ; but other streams have th^ as the Rudder, in Essex, aWe 
Ilford Bridge ; an^he Onae, in Bockingl^Bliire, in plenty, where he is 
called a ahaBow ; Witham, in Bnckinghianshir^ and the Thames uivward. ^ 
In some places he is called a finscale.’* 
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but I think not in the Thames^ which I belieTe affords the 
largest and fattest in this nation, especiallj below London- 
bridge.‘ The roach is a leather-mouthed fish, and has a 
kind of saw-like teeth in his throat. And lastly, let me tell 
you, the roach makes the angler excellent sport, especially 
the great roaches about London, where 1 think there 

1 I know not what roaches are caught below bridge, but, above, I am 
sure they are very large ; for on the 15th of September, 1754, at Hampton, 
1 caught one that was fourteen inches and an eighth from eye to fork, and 
in weight wanted but an ounce of two pounds. [Roaches of three ix>undB 
have &en caught in the Thames, and Pennant records one of the great 
weight of five pounds, though not caught in the Thames. — Eo.] 

The season for fishing for roach in the Thames begins about the latter 
end of August, and continues much longer than it is either pleasant or safe 
to fish. It requires some skill, to hit the time of taking them exactly; 
for all the summer long they live on the weed, which they do not forsake 
for the deeps till it becomes putr^i, and that is senmer or later, uccoiding 
as the season is wet or dry ; for you are to know, that much rain hastens 
the rotting of the weG<1. I say it requires some skill to hit the time ; for 
the fishermen who live in all the towns along the river, from Chiswick to 
Staines, are, about this time, nightly upon the watch, as soon as the fish 
come out, to sweep them away with a drag-net ; and our poor patient 
angler is left, baiting the gix)und, and adjusting his tackle, to catch 
those very fish which, {lerhaps, the night before had been carried to 
Billingsgate. 

The Thames, as well above as below London-bridge, was formerly mucli 
resorted to by the London anglers ; and, wliich is strange to tliiiik on, 
ctmsideriiig the unpleasantness of the station, they were used to fish n&ir 
the starlings of the bridge. This will account for tbe many fishing-tackle 
shoi)8 that were formerly in Crooked-lane, which leads to the brid^. In 
the iiieiiioiy of a jierson, not long since living, a waterman that plied at 
Bssex-stairs, his name John Reeves, got a comfortable jivipg by attending 
.anglers with his boat ; his method w:is to watch when the shoals of roach 
came down from the country, and when he haj found them, to go round to 
his ciistoiiiers and give them notice. Sometimes the fish settled opposite 
the Tem])lc ; at others, at Blaekfriars or Quecuhithc ; but most frequently 
about tlie Chalk hills, near London-bridge. His hire was two whillnig a a 
tide. A certain numlier of pei-sons who were accustomed thus to -employ 
him, raised a sum sufficient to buy lum a waterman's coat and silver 
badge, the impress whereof was, ** Himself^ with an angler, in his boat ; '* 
and he had annually a new coat to the time of his death, which might be 
about the year 1730. [There is now no good fishing in the Thames nearer 
than the Twickenham Meadows, just above Richmund-bridge, owing to the 
filthy state of the river. — K|p 

^epi)erti)n and Hamptonore the places chiefly resorted to Iqr the 
Londoners, who angle there In lioats; at each there is a large deep^ to 
which roach are attracted by constant baiting. That at Hampton is oppo- 

T 
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be tbe best roach-anglers;' and I think the best trout* 
anglers be in Derbyshire, for the waters there are clear to 
an extremity. 

cdte the churdi-yiird ; and in that cemetery lies an angler, npon whose 
graTO-stonc is an inscription, now nearly effaced, consisting of these homely 
lines: — 

In memory of Mr. Thomas Tombs, goldsmith, of London, who departed 
this life Aug. 12th, 1758, aged 53 years. 

Each brother Bob t that, sportive, i)nsses here, 

Pause at this stone ; and drop tbe silent tear, 

For him who loved your harmless sport ; 

Who to this Pitch * did oft resort ; 

Who in free converse oft would please, 

With native humour, mirth and ease ; 

His actions form'd upon so just a plan, — 

He lived a worthy, -^ied an honest, man. 

Be5)re I dismiss the subject of TIiaAes fisfting-, I will let tho reader 
know, Uiat formerly the fisheriuen inhabiting tlic villages on the )>aiiks of 
the Thames, were used to enchase certain ])arts of the river with what they 
called ** stops,” bnt whidi were in effect wears or kidels, by stakes driven 
into tho lied thereof ; and to these they tied weels, creating thereby a 
current which drove the fish into those tra|>s. This practice, though it 
may sound oddly to say so, is against Magna Oharto, and is expressly pro- 
hibited by the 23rd chapter of that statute. In the year 1757, the Lord 
Mayor, Dickenson, sent the Water-Bailiff up the Thames in a liarge well- 
manneil and fiiniislied with pn)pcr implements, who destroyed all those 
inclosnres on this side of Htaincs, by pulling ui> the sttikes, and setting 
them adrift. — H. [The nefarious iiractices of which Sir J ohn Hawkins com- 
lilaints have, of late years, been piuvented by the establishment of the 

* Thames Angling Society,’ which, under the sanction of the Lord Mayor, 

Conservator, preserves the river from Isleworth to Staines, prom 
Staines to the Maidjuhead Weir it U presei'ved by the Thames Boat Club. 
These societies are maintained by the subscription of one guinea annually. 
— ^Ed.] 

' There are no roach-anglers equal to the l/)ndonerK for hiking this fish» 
who may be seen in pniita near Kidimoud-bridge and other ^.larts nf the 
Thames. The season for roach fisliing in that river licgins alK>nt the 
middle Of August, and continues throughout the winter, hut it is best in 
October, when immense numliers are taken. So eager are some i>crsons 
for the sport, that no Weather, hourever cold, seems to deter them from 
following it. I have hearil of a gimtleman who would get up as soi>u as it 
was U^t^ and fish all day till it was dark, when the wet was freezing on' 
his line ! — Ex>. 

* A particular spot, called a Pitch, from the act of pitching or fiistouing a boat 

thora. • 
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Next, let mo tell you, you shall fish for this 



Koacli. 


in winter with paste or gentles, in April with worms] or 
cadis : in tho very hot months with little white snails, or 
with flies under water, for he seldom takes them at the top, 
tliougli tho dace will. In many of the hot months, roaches 
may also be caught thus : take a May-fly or ant-fly, sink 
him wiili a little lead to the bottom near to the piles or 
posts of a bridge, or near to any posts of a weir, — ^1 mean 
any deep place where roaches lie quietly, — and then pull 
your fly up very leisurely, and usually a i^ach will follow 
yoiur bait to the very top of tho water and gaze <m it there, 
and run at it and take it lest the iiy should fly away from 
him. 

1 have seen this done at Windsor and Henlev-bridge, and 
great store of roach taken ; and sometimes a dace or chub. 
And in August you may fish for them with a paste made 
only of the crumbs of bread, which should be of pure fine 
manchet ; ' and that paste must be so tempered betwixt, 
your bands till it be both soft and tough too: a yeiv little 
water, and time and labour, and clean hands, will make it a 
most excellent paste. But when you fish with it, you must 

^ The finest white rolb.—Nare«. 

T 2 
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have a small hook, a quick ep, and a nimble hand, or the 
bait is lost and the fish too— if one may lose that which he 
never had. With thjs paste you may, as I said, take both 
the roach and the Dace or Dabe,‘ 



Dace. 

for they be much of a kind, in matter of feeding, cunning, 
goodness, and usually in size. And therefore take this 
general direction for some other baits which may concern 
you to take notice of. They will^ite almost at any fly, but 

‘ When you angle fur dace in the deeps, with a float, it must be a very 
small one, that will require but one shot to iK)isc it. Yuur hook and line 
must be fine. Bait either with honsC'flics, cadis, small red woruis, or 
grasslioppers with their legs off, and fish not dee^jcr than two or three feet 
at most : conceal yourself as much as possible if you «xi)ect any sport, for 
the dace is most like the trout of any flsh in his shyness and fear. Strike 
nimbly as soon as ho bites. On a shallow gravelly scour use the running 
line, with paste, w'onns, or gentles. If you angle in a river whiTe two 
mill streams are going at the same time, let it be in the eddy Ltetween 
them. If the water prove deep, put within a foot of the lx»ttom ; but if 
sluillow, which is liest (not exceeding three feet), then luiit with three large 
gentles ; use a eork floa^ and ])lacc it a f(X>t and a half at most from the 
hook : have a quick qye, and strike at the very first bite. If any large dat;o 
are in the mill-pond, yon will be sure to meet w'ith them here. 

At top water use a flesh fly* (none equal to this), or tlie small house fly. 
Have a cane rod, seventeen feet in length, your Hue somewhat longer, to 
which fasten three or four hooks, with single hair links, nut ahuve four 
inches long. In a sumiiicr evening go to the siuouthest part- at the end of 
a mill-stream, where they will rise freely, esiiecially in that paii; where 
the sun does nut shine. This spurt will continue long as you have light 
to see your flies ; and you may take two or three at a time. The nnt-lly 
is advised here in a morning, or on a scour, before the sun comes on the 
water. 

When the stream is high, and rises almost to the bank of the river, put 
on an artificial fly, called a catcriullar-fly, with the yellowest gentle ynii 
can get, drawn ou|rour hook up to the tail of your fly ; whip with it (as 
for bleak) on the surface ; and if you are expert^ you may satisfy youi-self. 
you will have good sport. — JBrome, 
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especially at ant-flies ; concerning which take this direction, 
for it is very good. 

Take the blackish ant-fly out of thd mole-hill or ant-hill, 
in which place you shall find them in the month of June ; 
or if that be too early in the year, then doubtless you may 
find them in July, August, and most of September. Gather 
them alive, with both their wings, and then put them into a 
glass that will hold a quart or a pottle : but first put into 
the glass a handful, or more, of the moist earth out of which 
you gatlier them, and as much of the roots of the grass of 
tlie said hillock ; and then put in the flies gently, that they 
lose not their wings : lay a clod of earth over it, and then 
so many as are put into the glass without bruising, will live 
there a month or more, and be always in a readiness for you 
to fish with : but if you would have th^m keep longer, then 
get any great earthen potf or barrel of three or four gallons, 
w’hich is better; then w’ash your barrel with water and 
honey, and having put into it a quantity of earth and ^ss- 
roots, tlien put in your flies, and cover it, and they will live 
a quarter of a year. These, in any stream and clear w'ater, 
are a deadly bait for roach or dace, or for a chub ; and your 
rule is, to fish not less than a handful from the bottom. 

1 shall next tell you a winter-bait for a roach, a dace, or 
chub ; and it is choicely good. About All-hallontide, and so 
till frost comes, when you see men ploughing up heath- 
ground, or sandy ground, or green swards, then follow' the 
plougli, and you shall find a white worm as big as two 
maggots, and it hath a red head; you may observe in what * 
ground most are, for there the crow'^s will be vesy watchful 
and follow the plough very close; it is all soft, and full of 
w hitish guts : a worm that is in Norfolk, and some other 
counties, called a gruh^ and is bred of the spawn or eggs of 
a beetle, which she leaves in holes that she digs in the 
ground under cow or horse-dung, and there rests all winter, 
and in March or April comes first to be a red, and then a 
black beetle : gather a thousand or two of these, and put 
them with a peck or two of their own earth into some tub 
or firkin, and cover and keep them so warm that the frost, 
or cold air or wmds, kill them not : these you may keep all 
winter, and kill fish with them at any time ; and if voulput 
some of them into a little earth and honey a day before^ou 
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use them, you will iBnd them an excellent bait for bream, 
carp, or indeed for almost any fish. 

And after this manner jon may also keep gentles all 
winter, which are a good bait then, and much the better for 
being lively and tough. Or you may breed and keep gentles 
thus: take a piece of beast’s liver, and with a cross stick 
hang it in some comer over a pot or barrel, half full of diy 
clay ; and as the gentles grow big, they will fall into the 
barrel, and scour memselves, and be always ready for use 
whensoever vou incline to fish ; and these gentles may be 
thus created till after Michaelmas. But if you desire to 
keep gentles to fish with all the year, then get a dead cat or 
a kite, and let it be fly-blown ; and when the gentles begin 
to be dive and to stir, then bury it and them in soft, moist 
earth, but as free from frost as you can, and these you 
may dig up at any time when you intend to use them : 
these will fast till March, and about that time turn to 
be flies. 

But if you be nice to foul your fingers, which good anglers 
seldom are, then take this bait : get a handful of well-made 
malt, and put it into a dish of water, and then wash and 
rub it betwixt your hands till you make it clean, and as free 
from husks as you can ; then ^mt that water from it, and 
put a small quantity of fresh water to it, and set it in some- 
thing that is fit for that purpose over the fire, where it is 
not to boil apace, but leisurely and very softly, until it 
become somewhat soft, which you may try by fecliug it 
" betwixt your finj^r and thumb ; and when it is soft, then 
put your water irom it : then take a sharp knife, and turn- 
ing the sprout-end of the com upward, with the point of 
your knife take tlie back part of the husk off from it, and 
yet leaving a kind of inward husk on the corn, or else it is 
marred ; and then cut off that sprouted end, I mean a little 
of it, that the white may appear, and so pull off the husk on 
the cloven side, as 1 directed you ; and then cutting off a 
very little of tlie otlier end, that so your hook may enter ; 
and, if your hook be small and good, you will find this to 
be a very choice bait, either for winter or summer, you 
sometimes casttug a little of it into the place where your 
float swims J 

^nd to take the roach and dace, a good bait is the young 
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especially good for bream, if they be baked or hardened in * 
their husks in on oven, after the bread iif take^ out of it; 
or haidcned on a fire-shovel: and so also is the thick blood 
of sheep, being half-dried on a trencher, that so you may 
cut into such pieces as may best fit the size of your hook ; 
and a little salt keeps it from growing black, and makes it 
not the worse, but better : this is taken to be a choice bait 
if rightly ordered. 

There be several oils of a strong smell that I have been 
told of, and to be excellent to tempt fish to bite, of which I 
could say much. But 1 remember I once carried a small 
bottle from Sir George Hastings to Sir Henry Wotton, 
they were both chemical mez^ as a great present: it was 
sent, and received, and used, with great confidence; and yel^ 
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upon inquiry, I found it did not answer the expectation of 
Sir Henry ; which, with the help of this and other circum- 
stances, makes me have but little belief in such things as 
many men talk of. Not but that I think fishes both smell 
and hear, as 1 have expressed in my former discourse: but 
there is a mysterious knack, which, though it be much 
easier than the philosopher’s stone, yet is not attainable by 
common capacities, or else lies locked up in the brain or 
breast of some chemical man, that, like the Bosicrucians/ 
will not yet reveal it. But let me, nevertheless, tell you 
that camphor, put with moss into your worm-bag with your 
worms, makes them, if many anglers be not veiy much mis- 
taken, a tein 2 )ting bait, and the angler more fortunate. But 
I stepped by chance into this discourse of oils, and fishes 
smelling ; and though there might be more said, both of it 
and of baits for roach and dace^.and other float-fish, yet I 
W'ill forbear it at this time,^ and tell you in the next place 

’ The title of the BosycruciaiiR, or the Brothers of the Rosy-Cross, was 
first aMHiiiued by a sect of Hennetic Philutsuphers in Germany, about tliu 
ooininenccnicnt of the fourteenth century. They professcHl to liavc a 
knowledge of all the Occult Sciences, as the making of gold, the prolonga- 
tion of human life, the restoration of youth, from which they M'crc also 
called Imnuirtnles, and the formation of the Philosoi)her"s Stone ; but all 
these secrets they were bouud by a solemn oath to reveal only to tlie 
members of their own frateniity, and it is to tliis eiistoin, in particular, that 
Walton alltldes. Their founder was a German gentleman, named (*hri.stian 
Onix, who had travelled to Palestine, -where, falling sick, lie was cured by 
Arabian ])]iysiciaus, who, he asseited, revealed to him their mysterious 
% arts. He died in 1484 ; and tlie name of his society -was composed of the 
w'onl llos. Dew, aial liis own name, Crux a Cross, the old clieinical 
character foi^ light.— See “Tenneumnn's Mauual of the Ilistoiy of Philo- 
sojihy.” (Boliij). 1854. 

^ Koach delight in gravelly or sandy bottoms : their haunts, osjiecially 
as winter approaches, are clear deep and still waters; at itthei' times, they 
lie in and near the weeds, and uinler the shade of bouglis. They sjiawn 
about the latter end of May, when they ore scabby and uuwholestime : but 
they are again in order, in about three weeks. The largest are taken after 
Michaelmas; and their prime season is in Febniary or ^larch. The 
for Jtoach, not aheady mentioned, arc : cad-bait and oak-worms, for the 
spring ; — in Xlay, ant's eggs; and paste, made of the cnimbs of a new roll, 
— both white, and tinged with red, which is done by putting vermilion iubi 
the water where wi^i you moisten it; — this i)aste will do for the winter 
also. The laigest Boach in this kingdom are taken in the Thames: but» 
Koach of any size ai'e liardly to lie come at w'ithout a boat. 

The haunts Ci dace are : gravelly, sandy, and clayey bott( ins; deep 
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how you are to prepare your tackling : concerning which I 
will, for sport-sake, give you an old rhyme out of an old iish- 

liulea that are shaded; water-lily leaves; and under the fuam caused by 
an eddy : In hot weather they are to be found on tiie sallows ; and are, 
then, l^st taken with an artificial fiy, grasshoppers, or gentles, as here- 
after directed. Dace spawn about the latter end of March; and are in 
season aliout three weeks after; they are not very good till about Micliael- 
mas, — and are best in February. Baits for dace, other than those 
mentioned by AValton, are : the oak-worm, red-worm, brandling, gilt-tail, 
and indeed any worm, bred on trees or bnslies, that is not too big for his 
moiitli ; almost all kinds of flies and caterpillars. Though Dace are often 
caught with a float, as lloach, yet they are not so properly float-fish ; for 
they are to be taken with an artificial gnat, or ant-fly, or, indeed, almost 
any other small fly in its season ; but in the Thames, above Richmond, the 
largest are caught with a uatuml green or dun grasshopper, and sometimes 
with gentles; with both which yon are to fish ns with an artificial fly. 
They are not to be come at till aliout Seiitember, when the weeds begin to 
rot ; but when yon have found Mlliere they lie, which, in a warm day, is 
generally on the shallu^-s, 'tis incredible what havix: you nmy make. 
Pinch ofl'the first joint of the grasshopiier’s legs, put the point of the hook 
in at the head and bring it out at the tail, and in tliis way of fishing yon 
will catch chub, especially if you throw under the boughs. But this can 
bo done only in a boat; for the management whereof, be provided with a 
sbifij and a heavy stone fastened to a stn>ng rope of four or five yards in 
length ; fasten the roi»e to the head of the bimt, which, whether it be a 
punt or a wlieny, is equally fit fiir this purpose, and so drive down witli 
the sti^nni ; when yon come to a shallow, nr other place where the fish are 
likely to lie, drop the Itonc, an<1, standing in the stem, throw right down 
the stream, aud a little to the right and left ; after trying abuiii a quaiter 
of an hour in a iihice, with the staff push the boat about five yards down, 
and so thi*ow agsiin. Use a common fly-line, about ten yards long, witli a 
strong single liair next the hook. It is true there is less certainty of , 
catching in this way than with a float or ground-bait : for which reason I 
wiiiild ivcoinmend it only to those who live neartlie banks of that delightful 
rivfi' between Windsor and Isleworth, w'ho hi^vc or can command a bent for 
that j)uipose, and can take arlvautnge of a still, warm, gloomy day ; and 

sucb it will afford much more diversion than the ordinary inartificial 
method of fishing in the deeps for roach and dace. 

In fishing at bottom for roach and dace, use, for ground-liait^ bread, 
soaked about an hour in water, and an equal (quantity of bran ; knead them 
tit a tou.L'h consistence, and make tliem up into halls, with a small pebble 
in the middle, and throw these halls in where you fish; hut 1)6 sure to 
throw tliem up the stream, for otherwise they will draw the fish beyond 
the reach of your line. 

Fish for roach, within six, and for dace, three inches of the bottom [or 
even touch the bottom. — K d.] 

Having enumerated the Imits proper for every kind of fish in their 
respective places, it may not be amiss here to mention one which many 
authors speak of as excellent for almost all fish, and that is the spawn of 
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book, which will prove a port, and but a part, of what you 
are to provide. 

My rod and my line, my float and my lead, 

My hook and my plummet, my whetstone and knife, 


salmon or large trout. Barker, who seems to hare been the first that 
discovered it, recommends it to his patron in the following terms : — 

** Noble Lord, I have found on experience of late, which you may angle 
with, and take great store of this kind of fish. First, It is the best bait fur 
a trout that I have seen in all my time ; and will tidce great store, and not 
fail, if they be there. Secondly, It is a special bait for dace or dare, good 
for chub or bottlin, or grayling. The bait is the roe of a salmon or trout; if 
it be a huge trout tliat the spawns be any thing grea^ you may angle for 
the trout with this bait as you angle with the brandling, taking a pair of 
scissors, and cut so much as a huge hazel-iiut, and bait your hook ; so fall 
to your sport, there is no doubt of pleasure. If I had known it but twenty 
years ago I would have gained a hundred pounds, only with that bait. I 
am bound in duty to divulge it to your honour, and not to carry it to my 
grave with me. 1 do desire tliat men of quality should luive it that 
delight in tliat pleasure. The greedy angler will murmur at me : but for 
that 1 care not. 

**For the angling for the scale-fish : They must angle cither with cork 
or quill, plununbig their ground, and witli feeding with the same Iviit, 
taking them [tlie spawns] lusunder, that they may Sinead abnuid, that the 
fish may fee^ and come to your place : there is no doubt of pleasure 
angling with fine tackle, as single hair lines, at least five or six lengths 
long ; a small hook, with two or three si^awns. The bait will bold one 
week ; if you keep it on any longer you must liaif; it up to dry a little ; 
when yowjio on your pleasure again, put the biiit in a little water, it will 
come in kind agam.’* 

Others, to preserve salmon spawn, sprinkle it witli a little salt, and lay 
it upon wool in a pot, one layer of wool, and another of si»i^ii. It is Siiid 
to bo a lovely bait for the winter or spring, especially where salmon arc 
used to spa;^ for Ihitber the fish gather, and there expect it. — “Ang. 
Vade Mecum,*’ 53. [Preserved salmon roc is now regularly sold in all the 
principal fishing-tackle shops. — En.] 

To know at any time what bait fisli are a])t to ttike, oiKm the belly of 
the first you catcli, and take out his stomacb very tenderly, otKiii it with 
a sharp penknife, and you will disci>vcr what he then feeds on. — 
Vehableg^ 01. 

To these long notes we will add something of present practice from 
Blaine and otliers^ although at the expense of re})catiug much of wliat has 
already been said : — 

The best season for roach fishing is from autumn until ' the following 
spring. (In the Thames, the fence months against angling are March, 
April, and May.^ In May they usually spawn; occasionally eiirlier or 
later : after they have spawned, they continue out of season for several 
weeks, hardly recovering until the latter end of July, which is not to be 
wondered at when we consider the debilitating effect of such a quantity of 
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Ify basket, my baits both living and dead, 

My net and my meat^ for that is the chief : 

Then I must have thread, and hairs green and small, 

With mine angling-purse, and so you have all. 

But you must have all these tackling, and twice so many 
more, with which, if you mean to be a fisher, you must store 
yourself ; ^ and to that purpose I will go with you either to 

ova, the grains of which, in a single fish, have been reckoned, and were 
found to amount to fifty-four thousand, which must consequently require a 
very copious supply of milt from the male to fecundate. The roadi, 
contrary to Walton's notion, requires considerable skill to deceive it, while 
its game qualities are such, that it contests tlie matter with the angler to 
the last, 80 as to yield no small triumph when landed. We have seen a 
iv)ach of a pound weight in a strong current in tlie Thames, raise the blood 
t(3 tlie fiice of an angler of fair fame. From the bottom of the water, every 
inch of the way up to the surface, they may be fished for in various 
manners ; and when tliey are sunnj^ig themselves at the top, tliey will take 
.*i fly with the best. 

The professed London Boach-fishers use a very light tolerably stiff rod ; 
of considerable length, to command a sufiicient swim without exposing the 
angler to the view of the fidi. Wiik regard to the line^ expert artists 
will seldom use any but single hair ; others the finest gut procurable^ 
especially for the lower portion. Some again prefer two hairs twisted for 
the upper portion, and a single hair for two or three feet of the lower ; 
by which, diould a fish break away, the hook only is lost and not the 
float. But the majority use fine gut only, from the uncertainty of retaining 
M'ith hair the fish which may be hooked ; it is, however, certain that he 
who fishes finest for roach and dace will be most successful. ^ 

TAe hook should be as fine os the line; when of single hair it may be 
No. 9 or 10 ; Salter even recommends No. 11 ; and in the depth of winter, 
when the bitings amount to little more than a nibble, this will not be too 
small. If a gut-line be used, the hook may be No. 8 or 9 ; but to take off 
the glare of the guf^ it would be well to stain it a vbry i)alq^blue« The 
jloatf of prepared quill, should yield to an almost imperceiitible nibble ; 
and the ehoUing of the line should engage as much attention as the rest| 
tliat the lead may not scare these timid gentry. 

The baits us^ in roach angling among the professed London roach 
fishers, are principally clean small gentles and pastes ; but worms well- 
scuured (the marsh, .the brandling, tiie blood, and the red) are all taken 
with eagerness when the fish are on the feed. Worms may be considered 
ns the early spring bait ; but as the season advances they may be alternated 
with cadises, hurae^ and pupee, or bobs and grubs of all sorts, flalmon-roe 
is a favourite bait, particnlarly in the still deeps of rivers. Towards and 
daring the autumn genUes and pastes are among the most efficients Bosch 
will also take art^dal Jlies, both in summer and autumn ; little red, 
brown, and blade Inkles, small duns, the black gnat^ &c. — ^H. G. B. 

^ I have heard that the tackling hath been priced at fifty pounds in the 
inventory of an angler.— ^W altof. 



281 THE . COMPLETE ANGLES. [PABT I. 

Mp. Ufargraye, who dwells amongst the booksellers in St. 
Fanrs Churchyard, or to Mr. John Stubbs, near to the 
Swan in Golding-lane ; they be both honest men, and will 
fit an angler with what tackling he lacks. 

Ven. Then, good master, let it be at ■■ ■ ■ - for he is 

nearest to my dwelling, and I pray let’s meet there the 
ninth of May next, about two of the clock ; and I’ll want 
nothing that a fisher should be furnished with. 

Fisc, Well, and I’ll not fail you, God willing, at the time 
and place appointed. 

Ven. I thank you, good master, and I will not fail you. 
And, good master, tell me what baits more you remember, 
for it will not now be long ere we shall be at Tottenham 
High-Cross ; and when we come thither I will make you 
some requital of your pains, by repeating as choice a copy 
of verses as any we have hearditsince we met together; and 
that is a proud word, for we have heard very good ones. 

Fisc. Well, scholar, and I shall be then right glad to hep 
them. And I will, as we W'alk, tell you whatsoever comes in 
my mind, that I think may be worth your hearing. You 
may make another choice bait thus : Take a handful or two 
of the best and biggest wheat you can get ; boil it in a little 
milk, like as fruinity is boiled ; boil it so till it be soft, and 
then fry it very leisurely with honey and a little beaten saffron 
dissolved in milk ; and you will find this a choice bait, and 
good I think for any fisn, especially for roach, dace, chub, or 
grayling : I know not but that it may be as good for a river- 
carp, and especially if the ground be a little baited with it. 

And you may also note, that the spawn of most fish is a 
very tempting bait, being a little hardened on a warm tile, 
and cut into fit pieces. Nay, mulberries and those black- 
berries which grow upon briars, be good baits for chubs or 
carps: wdth these many have been taken in ponds, and in 
some rivers where such trees have grown near the water, 
and the fruit customarily dropped into it. And there, bo a 
hundred other baits, more than can be well named ; which, 
by constant baiting the water, will become a tempting bait 
for any fish in it. 

You are alfo to know, that there be divers kinds of cadis 
or case-woims, that are to be found in this nation in several 
distinct coynties, and in several little brooks that relateto 
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S r rivers : as namely one cadis, called a P»]per, whoso 
or case is a piece of reed about an inch long, or longer, 
and as hi^ about as the compass of a two*pence.‘ These 
worms being kept three or four days in a woollen bag with 
sand at the bottom of it, and the bag wet once a day, will 
in three or four days turn to be yellow ; and these be a 
choice bait for the chub or chavender, or indeed for any 
great fish, for it is a large bait. 

There is also a lesser cadis-worm, called a Cockspur^ being 
in fashion like the s^ur of a cock, sharp at one end, and the 
case or house in which this dwells is made of small husks, 
and gravel, and slime, most curiously mode of these, even 
so as to be wondered at ; but not to be made by man, no 
more than a king-iisher*a nest ^ can, which is made of little 
fishes* bones, and have such a geometrical interweaving and 
connection, as the like is not to be done by the art of man. 
This kind of cadis is a choice bait for any float-fish ; it is 
much less than the piper-cadis, and to be so ordered ; and 
these may bo so preserved ten, fifteen, or twenty, days, or it 
may be longer. 

There is also another cadis, called by some a Straw^mrm^ 
and by some a Muff-coat : whose house or cose is made of 
little pieces of bents, and rushes, and straws, and water- 
weeds, and I know not what; which ai;e so knit together 
with coudensed slime, that they stick about her husk or case. 



Cndis, in the husk. TKo Fly. On the wing. 


1 The luilf-groat of sterling silyer, coined for the last time in the cuixenigr 
of Charles I. 

- Walton here mistakes for a kingfisher’s nest, the round omstaoeons 
shell of the sea urchin (^c/itnut.) The kingfisher does not appear to 
make any nest, except the flooring of fish bones deriyed from his prey. — 
Uesnie. 
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not unlike the brutles of a hedgehog. These three cadises 
are commonlj taken in the beginning of summer; and are- 
good, indeed, to ti^e any kind of fish, with float or otherwise. ^ 
1 might tell you of many more, which as these do early, so 
those* have their time also of turning to be flies later in sum- 
mer; but I might lose myself and tire you by such a dis- 
course : I shall, therefore, but remember you, that to know 
these and their several kinds, and to what mes every particular 
cadis turns, and then how to use them, first as they be cadis^ 
and after as they be flies, is an art, and an art that every one 
that professes to be an angler has not leisure to search over ; 
and, if he had, is not capable of learning. 

I’ll tell you. Scholar, several countries have several kinda 
of cadises, that indeed difler as much as dogs do : that is to 
say, as much as a very cur and a greyhound do. These be 
usually bred in the very little rills or ditches that run into 
bigger rivers ; and, I think, a more proper bait for those 
very rivers than any other. I know not, or of what, this 
cadis receives life, or what coloured fly it turns to ; but, 
doubtless, they are the death of many Trouts : and this is 
one killing way. 

Take one, or more if need be, of these large yellow cadis : 

n '' off his head, and with it pull out liis black gut ; put the 
y, as little bruised as is possible, on a very little hook, 
armed on with a red hair, which will show like the cadis- 
head ; and a very little thin lead, so put upon the shank of 
the hook that it may sink presentlv. Throw this bait, thus 
ordered, which will look very yellow, into any great still 

^ Cadis-vtormn nre fotnid against the sides of posts or boards, or nishet^ 
about a foot under water, where they cling, and look like bits of rotten 
sticks or reeds. They lie thick by the sides of shallows, on the sand, in 
any little creeks or ditches uigh Uio river. Use a cleft stick as directecl in 
the text. — ^Bbownb. The liabits of the caiUs-wonu are veiy curious and 
interesting. It spins round itself a sort of silken sheatli, which it 
agglutinates very various materials, forming a case, in whicli it is well 
protected from its enemies. No worm presents so singular an appearaiicu. 
Some of the cases are comprised of minute shells, especially the small 
water-snail ; some of fragments of wood, straw or twigs ; some of aquatic 
and vegetable refuse. The piper-eadit, or tfraw-mmif encases itself 
within two pieces of reed or rush, from which it protrudes its head and 
feet, and thus crawls along the bottom of the water. Figures of the Tarirni s 
sorts of caiUs will VI found iu Westwood's ^Classification of Insects,"' 
2 vols. 8vo. — E d. 
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hole where a Trout is, and he will presently venture his life 
for it, ’tis not to be doubted, if you be not espied ; and that 
the bait first touch the water, before the line : and this will 
do best in the deepest stillest water. 

Next let me tell you, I have been much pleased to walk 

S uietly by a brook with a little stick in my hand, with which 
might easily take these and consider the curiosity of their 
composure ; and if you shall ever like to do so, then note, 
that your stick must be a little hazel or willow ; cleft, or 
have a nick at one end of it, by which means you may with 
ease take any of them in that nick out of the water, before 
you have any occasion to use them. These, my honest 
Scholar, are some observations told to you as they now come 
into my memory, of which you may make somo use : but for 
tlie practical part, it is that that makes an Angler: it is 
diligence, and observation, and practice, and an ambition to 
be the best in the art that must do it.^ 1 will tell you, 

^ The author has now done describing the soFeral kinds of fish, excepting^ 
tlie few little ones that follow, with the methixls of taking them ; but haa 
said little or notliing of float<hshing ; it may, therefore^ not be amiss here 
to lay down some rules about it. 

Let the roil be light and stiff, and withal so smart in the spring as to- 
strike at the tip of the whale-bone ; from fourteen to fifteen feet is a good 
length. 

in places where you sometimes meet with barbel, as at Shepperton and 
Hampton, in Middlesex, the fittest lino is one of six or seven hairs at bip, 
and so diminishing for two yanls ; let the rest be strong Indian grass, to 
w ithin about half a yard of the hook, which may be wliipped to a fine 
gmss or silk-worm gut. And this line will kil) a fish of six pounds 
w'eight. 

Hut) for mere ro:mh and dooe-fishing, accustom youivelf to a single-hair* 
line, with which an artist may kill a fish of a pound and a half weight. 

For your float : In slow streams, a neat roiftid goose-quill is proper ; but 
for deep or rapid riven, or in an eddy, the cork, shaped like a pear, is 
indisputably the best ; which should not, in genend, exceed the sise of a 
nutmeg ; let not the quill, which you put through it, be more than half an 
inch aWe and below the cork ; and uiis float, though some prefinr a swan’s 
(luill, lias great advantage over a bare quill ; for the quill bemg defended 
fi'imi the w'ater by the cork, does not soften, and the cofk enables yon to 
lead your line so heavily, as that the hook sinks almost as soon as you put 
[it] into the water; whereas, when yon lead but lightly, it does not go to 
the liottom till it is near the end of your swim. And in leadingyour lines, 
bo careful to balance them so nicely, that a very small toudi will sink 
thorn ; some use for this purpose lead shaped like a harley-com ; but there 
is nothing better to lead with than shot, which you must have, ready defl^ 
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Scholar, I once heard one sa^, “ I envy not him that eats 
better meat than I do, nor him that is richer, or that wears 
“ better clothes than I do : I envy nobody but him, and him 
“ only, that catches more fish than 1 do.” And such a man 
is like to prove an Angler ; and this noble emulation 1 wish 
to you and all young Anglers. 

always with you ; rcmcinbering, that when you fish fine, it is better t.i 
have on ynur line a great number of small, than a few large, shet. 

Whip the end of the quill, round the ping, with fine silh, well waxed ; 
this will keep the water out of your float, ami prcseiwe it greatly. 

In flailing with a float, your line must be about a foot shorter than your 
rod ; fur if it is longer, you cannot so well command your liook wlieii you 
come to disengage your fish. 

Pearch and chub are caught with a float, and also gudgeons ; and .some- 
tiiiios liarbel and grayling. 

For carp and tench, which arc seldom caught hut in ponds, use a very 
small goose, or a duck, quill float ; and, for ground bait, throw in every 
miw and then a hit of clicwed bread. 

For barbel, the ]ilace sliuuld be liaiteiT the night before you fish, with 
graves, which are the sediment, of melted tallow, and may be lioil at the 
talluw-cliaii(ller*8. Use the some ground-bait wliilc you are fishing as for 
roach and daoe. 

In fishing with a float for chub, in warm weather, fish at mid-water ; in 
cool, lower ; and in c«dd, at the ground. — 11. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

OF THE MINNOW* OR PF.NK, OF THE LOACH, AKX> OF TUE DULL-HEAD, 

on miller's-tiiumb. 


Fiscator. There be also three or four other little fish 
that 1 had almost forgot, that all are without scales and may < 
for excellence of meat, be compared to any fish pf greatest 
value, and largest size. They be usi^y full of eggs or spawn 
all the months of summer ; lor they Dreed often, as ’tis obser- 
ved mice and many of the smaller four-footed creatures of the 
earth do ; and as those, so these come quickly to their full 
growth and perfection, ^d it is needful that they breed both 
often and numerously ; for they be, besides other accidents 

' Tho miunow is covered with nnmerons senate soslei, so that Walton 
is in error in sajuig they are without them. Indeed seveml Sito sup 
posed to be wisent scales have them. The eds have scales^ though 
they aro so minnte ss to require tiie aid of a magnifying glass to see them ; 
but it is curious that some allied genera, as the congees, &o., aie dastilots 
ofthem.-ED. 
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of ruin, botli a prey and baifcs for other fish. And first I shall 
tell you of the Minnow, or pEnn.^ 



The Minnow hath, when he is in perfect season and not 
sick, which is only presently after spawning, — a kind of 
dappled or waved colour, like to a panther, on his sides, in- 
clining to a greenish and sky-colour, his belly being milk- 
white, and his back almost black or blackish. He is a sharp 
biter at a small •worm, and, in hot weather makes excellent 
sport for young Anglers, or boys, or women that love that 

^ A writer in Hie fifUi volume of Mr. London’s ** Magazine of Natural 
History,” relates that, crossuig a brook, he ** saw from the fooi-bridge 
sometfa&g at the bottom of the water which had the appearance of u 
flower. Observing it attentively,” he proceeds, found that it consisted 
of A drcnlar assemblage of minnows ; tbeir beads all met in a centre, and 
their tails diverging at equal distances, and being elevated al>ove their 
heads, gave them the appearance of a flower half-blown. One was longer 
than the WBi ; and as often as a straggler came in sight, he quitted his 
place to pursue him ; and having driven him away, he returns to it again, 
no other minno^offering to take it in his absence. This I saw him do 
several times. The object that had attracted them all was a dead minnow, 
which they aee^d to be devonring.” 
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recreation. And in the spring tiiey make of tiiem ODoellent 
Minnow-Tansies ; for, being washed Well in salt» and their 
heads and tails cut off, and their guts taken out, and not 
washed after, — they proye excellent for that use; that is, 
being fried with yolks of eggs, the flowiprs of cowriips, 
and of primroses, and a little tansie ; thus used they make 
a dainty dish of meat. 

The Loach is, as 1 tddyoii, amost ^inty fish he breeds 



The Louh. 


and feeds in little and clear swift brooks or rills, and lives 
there upon the gravel, and in the sharpest streams : he grows 
not to be above a finger long, and no thicker than is suitable 
to that length. This Loach is not unlike the shape of the 
eel : he has a beard or wattels like a barbel. He has two 
fins at his sides, four at his belly, and one at his tail ; he is 
dappled with many block or brown spots ; his mouth is 
Barbel-like under his nose. This fish is usually full of eggs 
or spawn, and is by Gesncr, and other learned physicians, 
commended for great nourishment, and to be very grateful 
both to the palate and stomach of sick persons. He is to 
be fished for with a very small worm at tne bottoip ; for he 

^ The tenu Loach, or Loche, is said to be derived from the French 
lochci\ **to be uneasy,’* alluding to the resUess habits of the species of this 
genus, and their almost constantly moving from place to place. The 
Loach has six barbules about the mouth; and.fi^ thvs provided are 
known to feed at nr near the bottom of the water. The fledi is aooonnted 
excellent and delicate food ; and Linneus says that Frederick I. thon^t 
so highly of them, that he hail them brought from Gennaiqr and natu- 
ralized in his own country. They are extremely snsoeptible of riectrical 
changes in the atmosphere^ always indieatiiig the approaiAi of stfnms 
by extreme restlessness; on which account they have been 

preserved in glass vessels, like the leaeh, as living hatometers. *A 
continental naturalist calls it TAermometntm vUnm, See TaireUL— Bn. 
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very seldom or never rises above the gravel, on which, I told 
yon, he usually gets his living. 

The Miller*s-Thumb, or Buli-heai), is a fish of no 



Tho Millcr's-Thuml^ or Bull-Head. 


pleasing shajie. He is by Gesner compared to the sea-toad- 
fisli, for his similitude and shape. It has a head, big and flat, 
much greater than suitable to htls body ; a mouth very wide 
and usually gaping. He is without teeth, but his lips are 
veiy rough, much like to a file. He hath two fins near to 
his gills, which be roundish or crested; two fins also under 
the belly ; two on the back ; one below the vent ; and the 
fin of his tail is round. Nature hath painted the body of 
this fish with whitish, blackish, brownish spots. They be 
usually full of eggs or spawn all the summer, I mean the 
females ; and tliose eggs swell their vents almost into the 
form of a dug. They begin to spawn about April, and, as 1 
told you, spawn several months in the summer.^ And in the 
winter the minnow, and loach, and bull-head, dwell in the 
mud, as the eel,doth, or we know not where ; no more than 
we know'where the cuckoo and swallow, and other half-year- 
birds, which first appear to us in April, spend their six cold, 
winter, melancholy mouths. This bull-head does usually 
dwell and hide himself in lioles, or amongst stones, in clear 
water: and in very hot days will lie a long time very still, 
and sun himself, and will bo easy to be seen upon any flat 
atone, or any mvel ; at which time he will suffer an Angler 
to put a hook baited with a small worm, very near unto his 
veiy mouth : and he never refuses to bite, nor indeed to be 

^ I liaTe been Mtured that wl en the Miller's-Tliumb ba% tleiMsited its 
■pawn, it keeps near the apot ti'l the ^pawa baa vivified, emtiary to 4Sic 
llablte of any other ftsh. — ^E d. 
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caugbt with the worst of anglers. Matthiolns ‘ CQimnends 
him much more for his taste and nourishment, than foi his 
sh^e or beauty. 

There is also a little fish called a Stioklebaq: a fish 
without scales, but hath his body fenced with several prickles. 
1 know not where he dwells in winter, nor what he is good 



Catcliiuff Sticklubocks. 


for ill sumincr, but only to make sport for boys and women- 
anglers, and to feed other fish that be fish of, prey ; as trouts 
in particular, who will bite at him as at a penk ; and better, 
if your hook be rightly baited with him; for he may be so' 
baited as, his tail turning like the sail of a windmill, will 
make him tuni more quick than any penk or minnow can. 
F or note, that the nimble taming of that, or the minnow, is 
the perfection of minnow fishing. To which end, if you put 

^ Fotros Andreilfs Matthiolns was bom at Sienna in 1501, and died of 
tbo plague, at Trent, in 1577. lie was an eminent physician, and par- 
ticularly famous for hU Commentaries on Diosoorides, of which there were 
nunieruns editions in Ijatin, besides several in Italian and French. The 
liest is thought to l)e that printed at Venice, 15G.5, in one very largo fblio^ 
mid illuNtraied with 1500 Suely executed wood-cuts of medical plaats and 
aiiiinals. 
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TOUT hook into his mouth, and out at his ta^; and then, 
naving first tied him with a white thread a little above his 
tail, and placed him after such a manner on your hook as he 
is like to turn, then sew up his mouth to your line, and ho 
is like to turn quick, and tempt any trout ; but if he does 
not turn quick, then turn his tau a little more or less towards 
the inner part, or towards the side of the hook ; or put the 
minnow or sticklebag a little more crooked or more straight 
on your hook, until it will turn both true and fast : and then 
doubt not but to tempt any great trout that lies in a swift 
stream.' And the loach that 1 told you of, will do the 
like : no bmt is more tempting, provided the loach bo not 
too big. 

And now, scholar, with the help of this fine morning, and 
your patient attention, I have said all that my present 
memory will afford, me, coucemmg most of the several fish 
that are usually fished for in waters.- 

Ven. But, master, you have, by your former civility, 
made me hope that you will make good vour promise, and 
say something of the several rivers that be of most note in. 

' The minnow, if used in this manner, is so tempting a Imit, tliat few 

fish are able to resist it. The present Karl of told me, that, in 

tlw month of June last, at Khiipton Hoo, near WeUwyii, in Hertfordshire, 
he caught, with a minnow, a Kud, which — inasmuch as the rud is not 
reckon^, cior does the sitiuition of his teeth, which are in his throat, 
bespeak him to be a fish of prey — ^is a fiict more extraordinary tliun that 
related by Sir Qeorge Hastings, in Chap. lY., of a Fordidge Tmiit (of 
which kind of fish none had ever Ijeen known to lie taken with an angle), 
which he caught, and supposed it bit for wantouness. — H. 

* Since ^\Ulton wrote, there has been brought inU) England from Ger* 
juany a species of small fiHfa,i.resembling carp in 8ha]io and colour, calle<l 
Crucians ; with which many ]iomls are now plentifully stocketl. 

There have alst) lieeii brought from China thuee beautiful creatures Gold 
and Silver Fish ; the first are of an orange colour, with very shining scales, 
and finely vari^ted with black and dark brown ; tlie silver fish are of 
the colour of silver tissue, with scarlet fins, witli which colour they are 
curiously marked in several ]iarts tsi the Ixidy. These fish are usually 
keiit in jamds, basins, and small reser^-uiiu of water, to which they are a 
flelightfal ornament. And it is now a very common practice to keep them 
in a huge glass vessel like a pnncb-bowl, with fine gravd strewed at the 
bottom ; fir^uent^ changing the water, and fee«liiig them with bread and 
^ntles. Those wno can take mure pleasure in angling for than in behold- 
ing them — wliidi, 1 confess, I could never do — may cntcli them witE 
gentles ; but though costly, they are but coarse ft.»od.— H. 
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this nation; and also of fish-ponds, and the ordering of 
them : and do it, I pray, good master, for 1 love any dis- 
course of rivers, and nsh and fishing, the time spent in such 
discourse passes away very pleasantly. 



Lsiiid and Wator Shro\v»^ 


[These little creatures liave a very rank musky smell, which has given 
theui the reputation of being venomous, but this is not the case. Our 
forefathers thought that if tlie Shrew ran over the bodies of cattle, Its touch 
was fatal, unless cured by an application of the Shrew-ash ; wUch it wsg 
customary to **iuedicate'’ by burying the animal alive in a hole made in the 
1)ody of tlie tree. Tliey feed generally by the sides of rivers, on worms and 
the grubs of l)eetle8, and having a very small moutli, cannot, as has been 
siip}x)sed, do any harm by their bite. That bcautifol little creature, the 
Wateh-Surew, has its tail and feet adapted to paddling in the water, in 
which it swims and dives with great agility, its black velvety fur repelling 
tlio water like the feathers of a water-fowl. They renew their coats both 
in spring and autumn, and in a somewhat peculiar manner, beginning the 
change at the bead and proceeding by degrees to the tall, i£owing the 
successive progress by a strong line of demarcation. — ^H. G. B.] 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 

{Continwei,) 

CHAPTER XIX. 

OF SEVKRAL RIVERS, AND SOME OBSERVATIONS OF FISH. 


Fisc. AVell, scholar, since tlio ways and weather do both 
favour us, ilud that we yet see not Tottenham-Cross, you 
shall see my willingness to satisfy your desire. And, first, 
for the rivers of tliis nation : there be, as you may note out 
of Doctor Heylin’a Geography* and otliers, in nuinber tlireo 
hundred and twenty-five; but those of ehiefeat note he 
reckons and describes as fbllowetli. 

Tho chief is Thainisis,^ compounded of two rivers, Tiiaine 

^ Dr. Peter Heylin was born at Burford, in Oxfonlshirc, .November 
1600. In 1619 he was made fellow of Magilalcn College, Oxford, and in 
1621 he publicihed liis ^‘Microcoemoe,” quoted in the text. He was sted- 
faetly attached to King Charles I., and iKTOte for him the weekly 
entitled, Aletrumu AiUictUt though his loyalty I'educcd him to great 
poverty. He died on May Sth, 1662 .— Ed. 

^ The Thames may Jw the chief of rivers in some respects ; but had 
Walton seen the EhauAn, he must have retained a lasting irupi’ession of a 
river. which is really wonderful for so small an island as livlnud. Th^ 
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and Isis; whereof tlic former, rising somewhat beyond 
Tliame iu Buckiiighamsliiiv, and tlie latter near Cireiiceslor 
in Gloucestershire, meet together about Dorchester in 
Oxfordshire ; the issue of which happy conjunction is tlie 
Thamisis, or Thames. ITenee it llieih betwixt Ikn-ks, 
Buckinghamshire, IVLiddlcsex, Surrey, Kent and Ess(*x, and 
so weddolh himself to the Kentish iledway in the very jaws 
of the ocean. Tliis glorious river fceleth the violence and 
benefit of tlic sea more than any river in Euroi)e ; ebbing 
and flowing twice a-day more than sixty miles: about whose 
l)anks are so many fair towns and princely palaces, that u 
( Icrinan poet thus truly spake : 

Tot oainpos, &c. 

Wo saw Ro many woods and princely bowers. 

Sweet fields, br.ivc palaces*, .‘iiid stately towers ; 

So ijiiiiiy gardens, dress'd with curious care. 

That Thames with royal Tiber may compare.^ 

2. The second river of note, is Sabrina or Severn. It 
halli its beginning in Pliiiilimmon-llill in JMonfgoinerysInre, 
and his end seven miles from iWstol; washing in the mean 
space, the walls of Shrewsbury, AVorccster, and Gloucester, 
and divers other places and ]>alaccs of note. 

"■.it. Min still dtvps of the Sliainioii L'niirlis, tlu?ir beautiful Ish-ts, tin* 
inajistic st'ivuc sweep «if its hrnail swelling streams, tlicir surface rulHi'd 
Miily hy a griith; ground swidl, tu* by tin* passing hiTL-zr, and tlio grand 
iuriiiiUiit rapids at fastlo (\miiull, nnist (’I'catr dciighilul emotions of 
^U!■jlrisc in tin.- mind id' tlio U-IioKUt. In the outlets of many of the Irish 
ialxi;.'-, as the river Knie at Hally Sli.iiiiion, there may he as* juetiiresijuc 
}• iMts, and npial heauty ; hut the Shannon *ahmo has the magnitude of 
lil'iiniity, and that pleading variety iihieli its great extent only eould 
There is a ])00uliar interest, si’areely e<]uailed in any other jmrt 
fihe United Kiugdoui, in tin- iiiodheval iviuaiiis seattered ahoutthe Iwiiiks 
•Old i-'iaiids »if lids noble stream, as any traveller must feel v.dio lingers, 

. ^ I did, aiming the mYsierioiis round towers and the crosses of Klau- 
.■lauiioi.se.- Ell. 

’ Whi- this (lerrnan jioet was is not known, lint the verses, in the 
■ri.jinal L'ltin, are in Hevliu’s “Cosmogruidiy,’* page ‘J'lO, and are as 
P'll-w : — 

“Tot eamjios, syhas, lot irgia teeta, tot Iimtos 
.Artilioi exi uli.'s dextrsi, t‘»t vidimus arees ; 

I’t nunc Au'-'iiiio, Tliniiiisis cum Tibridc ceiiet/' — II. 
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3. Trent, so called from thirty kind * of fishes that are 
found in it, or for that it recciveth thirty lesser rivers ; who, 
having his fountain in Staffordshire, and gliding through 
the counties of Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester, and York, 
augmenteth the turbulent current of Humber, the most 
violent stream of all the isle. This Humber is not, to say 
truth, a distinct river, having a spring-head of his own, but 
it is rather the mouth, or (B9iuari%my of divers rivers here 
confluent and meeting together; namely, your Derwent, 
and especially of Ouse and Trent: and (as the Danow, 
liaving received into its channel the rivers Draviis, Savus, 
Tibiscus, and divers others) changeth his name into this of 
Humberabus, as tlie old geographers call it. 

4. Medway, a Kentish river, famous for harbouring the 
royal navy. 

5. Tweed, the north east bound of England, on wlioso 
northern banks is seated the strong and impregnable town 
of Berwick. 

6. Tyne, famous for Newcastle, and her inexhaustible 
coal-pits. These, and the rest of principal note,^ are thus 
comprehended in one of Mr. Drayton’s sonnets. 

Our flood's quoen, Thamos, for sliips and swans is crown'd ; 

And stately Severn for her shore is prais'd ; 

The crystal Trent for fords and flsh renown'd ; 

And Avon’s fame to Albion's clifis is rais'd. 

* I never could reckon up more than twenty-two different sorts of fish iu 
the Trent) assisted as 1 was by a jicrsou residing i)n the Ixiiiks of iluit rivci-. 
The tmditiq|i, however, of there being thirty spcHues of fisli in tlio Treni, 
is, at least) as old os Spenser. Thus, in the ** Faerie Queene,'' ))ook iv. 
canto xi. 

^*And bounteous Trent, that in hiniselfc enseamos, 

Eotli thirty sorts of fish, and thirty sundry streames.*’ 

Ed. 

3 It would have been beside the autlior's puri>ose, and, iiuleetl, incon- 
sistent with tlie brevity of his work, to have given such a description and 
history of the rivers of this kingdom as some reatlcrs would wish for. 
Such, however, may be found inSelden’sNote on the Polyolbion, with a great 
variety of curious aud useful learning on the subject. — M. [Since this there 
have haen many accounts of rivers. Among those of the Thames, Murray’s 
“PicUwial Tourj^^is the mtwt convenient. ‘‘Rambles by Rivers,” in (i 
Binall Vids. published by Mr. Charles Knight, comprises pleasing accouutft 
of sonic of the priucIiMil rivers of England. But the most useful to the 
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Carlegion-Chester vaunta lier holy Dee ; 

York many wondera of her Ouae can tell ; 

The Peak her Dove, whoso banka ao fertile be, 

And Kent will aay her Medway doth excel. 

Cotawold commenda her laia to the Thame ; 

Our northern bordera booat of Tweed’s fair flood ; 

Our westcm parts extoll their Willy's fame, 

And the old Lea brags of tho Danish blood.^ 

These observations ore out of learned Dr. Ilejlin, and my 
old deceased friend, Michael Drayton ; and because you say, 
you love such discourses as these of rivers and nsh and 
Ashing, 1 love you the better, and love the more to impart 
them to you : nevertheless, scholar, if 1 should begin but to 
name the several sorts of strange fish that are usually taken 
in many of those rivers that run into the sea, I miglit beget 
wonder in you, or unbelief, or both : and yet I will venture 
to tell you a real truth cdiieeming one lately dissected by 
Dr. Wharton, a man of great learning and experience, and 
of equal freedom to communicate it ; one that loves me and 
my art ; one to whom I have been beholden for many of the 
choicest observations that 1 have imparted to you. This 
good man, that dares do any thing rather than tell an 
untruth, did, 1 say, tell me he lately dissected one strange 
fish, and he thus described it to me. 

“ The fisli was almost a yard broad, and twice that length; 
liis mouth wide enough to receive or take into it the head of 
a man ; his stomach seven or height inches broad. Ue is 
of a slow motion, and usually lies or lurks close in the mud,, 
and lias a moveable string on his head aboyit a span, or near 
unto a quarter of a yard long ; by tlie moving of Which, which 
is Ills natural bait, when he lies cloi^ and unseen in the mud^ 
he draws other smsdlerfish so close to him, that he can suck 
them into his mouth, and so devours and digests them.” ^ 

augler in that given by Hofland in his elaborate chapters on the Bivers 
and LakuH of England, Wales, Ireland, and Soothwd. See AngWt 
Maumil, pp. — 442.] 

' The Danes in their invasion of Britain, in the time of King Alfred, 
came up the river Leo, in their ships, as fiir as DurdUum (Low Layton) ; 
some .say to Ware. See Drayton’s Folyolbion, Song xii. and note thereon 
and Liiinlmrdc’s Top. Diet., roce Lee. 

- This is no doubt meant for the Sea-firpg, or Sea*angler (Lophhu 
Pucaforim, ligui'cd at our jiage 75). Cuvier records one eix feet in 
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And, scholar, do not wonder at this, for, besides the credit 
of the relatorj you^ are to note, many of these, and fishes, 
which are of the like, and more unjisual shapes, are very 
often taken on the mouths of our sea-rivers, and on the sea- 
shore. And this will be no wonder to any that have 
travelled Egypt ; where ’tis. known the famous river Nilus 
does not only breed fishes that yet want names, but, by the 
overflowing; of that river, and tlie help of the sun’s heat on 
the fat slime which that river leaves on the banks, when it 
falls back into its natural channel, such strange fish and 
beasts are also bred, that no man can give a name to, as 
Grotius,* in his “Sophom,** and others, have observed. 



Eoiis Oiiali, a sujiposcU Swi-Aii'.jkr. 


But whither ai^ I strayed in this discourse ? I will end 

f I 

longtii, hut the usual size is three feet, ami in it tivt*. Mr. 

Yuri-cll that when this fisli is couchinj; close to the i!>‘"un<i? it stii> ii]< 
the sand or luud by inenns of its ventral and ])ertiiL'al fins. Lliddon hy the 
obscurity thus produced, it elevate'* its tcnt'iculir, turns them in varion'* 
direetious by way of atti'actiiig as a bait, and the small tisbes a])prixn‘bing, 
either to examine or seize them, immediately liccoine the ]irey of the 
angler. The voracity of this fish is very great. There is an instance 
rtHMnl *if its eiigulphiiig a Conger-eel on tlie hook of a Hsheniian, and s-* 
lieing drawn up with it; and it is said to have swallowed the cork buwv •>(' 
a ship's deep sea line. Colonel Montague telKs us, that while captured in 
a net it will dcv4>nrw>iuc of its fellow-prisoners. la some j>arts of So-i- 
laiwl it is called W/de-f/ttpr, fnm the size of its mouth. Ibit wo Mr. 
YurreU's interesting account, in his “ ilisUwy of British Fishes.** — Ei>. 

* Hugo Qrotius," a celebmkH.1 scholar, stiitesman, and theidogian, wa.'i bom 
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it by telling yoq^ that at the mouth of some of these rivers 
of our’s, herrings are so plentiful, as namely, near to 
Yarmouth in Norfolk, and in the west^^ountiy, pitchers so 
very plentiful, as you will wonder to read what our learned 
Camden relates of them in his " Britannia,'* p. 178, 186. 

Well, scholar, 1 will stop here, and tell you what by 
reading and conference I have observed concerning fish- 
])ond8. 

iit Delft in Holland, on Aiiril lOtli, 1583. He was at first an advocate, and 
about 1613 became Grand-Pensionary of Holland ; but, in 1618, for adhering 
to the doctrines of Aruiiniiis, he was confined for nine months in tlie castle 
at tlie Hague. He died at Rostock in Pomerania, August 28th, 1645. 
His works were very niuner«ms ; that alluded to in the text is '^Sophom- 
lianeas, or Joseph,’' a tragedy, translated with annotations by Fniiicis 
<Tt)ldsmit1i, Ksq. Loud., n. d. (1634) 8vo. The iiassagc will lie found at ^lages 
29, etc. in the sjiecch of tlie Chorus, and in the notes to the third Act^ 
pages S4, etc. The title of the tragedy, **Sophompanens,” signified, in the 
i^igy^itiah language, the Saviour^if the Wi»rld ; and was given to Joseph, 
IMinroah's minister, because he delivered st) many natiuim from destruction 
liy famine. — En. 


- '^4 
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CHAPTER XX. 

OF FISH-PONDS, AND HOW TO OKDKK THl'.:.!.' 

— ♦ 

Pise, Doctor Lcbault, the learned Frencliinan, in liis large 
discourse of Maison Ihistique^ gives this direction for nmliing 
of fish-ponds. I sluill refer you to him to read it at large ; 
hut I tliink I shall contract it, and yet make it as useful. 

lie ndviseth, that when you have drained the ground, 
and made the earth firm where the head of tlie jumd must, 

* Virffinia H’afcr, which covers nearly 1000 acres, is well stocked w ith 
iish of all kinds, and used tu ationl his Majesty George IV. Miiide sci'pe for 
Jiis favourite recreation. He had a most iiiagnificeiit set li^hing tackle, 
made by Ustonsoii, wltich was publicly exhibited tor scveinl days, in Mar, 
182S. The daily {lapers of the time teem with its sixarkliug gnindcur ; 
gold, velvet, and even diamonds, being among its decorations. —II. 0. H. 

- On this subject, the Ibm, Roger North wnite an accrediksl work 
eiitittcd ** A Discourse on Fish and Fish Ponds,*' 1712, w-bicti underwent 
I'cpeatotl editions ; aud uf late yeiirs we have hatl an fulinirnble treatise 

**0n the Management of Fish in Rivers and Streams," by Gottlieb B<.iooiii&; 
8 VO. Loud. — K d. 

3 This lH>ok, translated inti) English by Richiinl ^nrllet in 1 GOO, and 
corrLVted and enlarged in a second erlition by Gorvase Markham, is extant, 
under the title ufth^ **Cuuutrey Fanu." Jkmdon, I GIG, folio. 
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be, that you must^then, in that place, drive in two or three 
rows of oak or elm piles, which should be scorched in the 
fire, or half burnt, before they be driven into the earth ; for 
being thus used it preserves them much longer from rotting. 
And having done so, lay faggots or bavins ^ of smaller wood 
betwixt them ; and then earth betwixt and above them : and 
then, having first very well rammed them and the earth, use 
another pile in like manner as the first were : and note, that 
the second pile, is to be of or about the height that you 
intend to make your sluice or fiood-gate, or the vent that 
you intend shall convey the overflowings of your pond, in 
cOny flood that shall endanger the breaking of the pond-dam. 

Then he advises that you plant willows or owlers '^ about 
it, or both : and then cast in bavins in some places not far 
from the side, and in the most sandy places, for fish both to 
spawn upon, and to defend them and the young fry from the 
many fish, and also fromveAnin, that lie at watch to destroy 
them ; especially the spawn of the carp and tench, when 
’tis left to the mercy of ducks or vermin. 

He, and Dubravius, and all others, advise, that you make 
choice of such a place for your pond, that it may be'refreshed 
with a little rill, or with rain-water running or falling into 
it ; by w hich fisli are more inclined both to breed, and are 
also refrcslied and fed the better, and do prove to be of a 
mucli. sweeter and more pleasant taste. 

To which end it is observed, that such pools as be large, 
and have most gravel, and shallow's W'hcre fish may sport 
themselves, do afibrd fish of the purest taste. And note, that 
iu all pools it is best for fish to have some retiring-place ; ^ 


* Siiiall faggots of light brualnvo»Kl. Thus ^hakspere : — 

— — - ■ ’ ■ lie iuuhl<*<1 up and down 
AVith shullftw jesters, and rsish bavin wits 

kindUd^ and soon burnt, — 1 Ilm, IV. iii. 2. 

‘ ( hrfn% derived from the AVelsIi, (he, a moan, is a provincial name of the 
pnilieiihirly of the Asiicn, wliose leaves, waving one agaiiist tlie 
•■ihcT, even when scarcely any wind, make a dreary sound of lamcntatmii.— 
AY right’s t floss. 

3 A Biiiall square x>it is l^est, al)out three feet deep, dug in the middle of 
a piiud. with four strong stakes driven inbi the ground, and a cover of wood 
tasteiied over. This oifurds the fisli a cunveiiient retrrot, and will tear any 
net ca^•t in to take them. — Browse. 
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as namely, hollow banks, or shelves, or roots of trees, to 
keep them from danger ; and, when they think fit, from 
the extreme heat of summer; as also from the extremitjr of 
cold in winter. And note, that if many trees be growing 
about your pond, the leaves thereof falling into the water, 
make it nauseous to the fish, and the fish to be so to the 
eater of it. 

’Tis noted that the tench and eel love mud, and the carp 
loves gravelly ground, and in the hot months to feed on 
grass. Toil are to cleanse your pond, if you intend cither 
profit or pleasure, once every three or four years, especially 
some ponds, and then let it lie dry six or twelve months, 
both to kill the water-weeds, as ivator-lilies, candocks, ^ 
reatc,* and bull-rushes, that breed there : and also that as 
these die for ivant of water, so grass may grow in the pond’s 
bottom, which carps will cat greedily in all the hot months 
if the pond be clean. The letting your pond dry and 
solving oats in the bottom is also good, for the fish feed the 
faster : and, being sometime let dry, you may observe what 
kind of fish either increases or thrives best in that water ; 
for they difier much both in their breeding and feeding. 

Lebault also advises, that if your ponds be not very large 
and roomy, that you often feed your fish by throwing into 
them chippings of bread, curds, grains, or the entrails of 
chickens, or of any fowl or beast that you kill to feed your- 
selves ; .for these afibrd fish a great relief, lie says that 
frogs and ducks ® do much harm, and devour both the spawn 
and the young fry of all fish, especially of the carp : and .1 
have, besides experience, many testimonies of it. Hut 
Lebault pIIow’s water-frogs * to be good meat, especially in 
some months, if they be fat ; but you are to nolo, that ho 
is a rrenchninn, .and we English will hardly beliovo him. 
though w'e know frogs are usually oaten in* his country: 

* A species of dog-gi*as» growing in rivers. — P'n, 

- The sedge or wat<*r-tI.ag.--ED. 

• Ducks most certainly destmy much spawn, and therefore tiny slo-iiUl 
be kept out of |M»nd8 in which fish are hiltMided io bivwi freely.— Eu. 

Angling for frt^s a common French s]»ott and profiuible, f'«r fro^-^s 
sell high in the market, a dish of frogs l«eing very ex|)eijsive. I never sow 
the edible frog in Dritain, though it is said to l>e native. Only the hind 
quarters arc used.— R ensie. 
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however, he advises to deirtroy them and king-fishers out of 
your ponds. And he advises not to sufier much shooting 
at wild-fowl ; for that, he says, aSrightens, and harms, and 
destroys, the fish. 

Note, that carps and tench thrive and breed best when 
no other fish is put with them into the same pond : for all 
other fish devour their spawn, or at least the greatest part 
of it. And note, that clods of grass thrown into any pond, 
feed any carps in summer ; and that garden-earth and parsley 
thrown into a pond, recovers and refreshes the sick fish. 
And note, that when you store your pond, you are to put 
into it two or three melters for one spawner, if you put tliem 
into a breeding-pond ; but if into a nurse-pond, or feeding- 
pond, in which they will not breed, then no care is to be 
taken, whether there be most male or female carps. 

It is observed, that tlio^best ponds to breed carps arc 
those tliat be stony or sandy, and are warm and free from 
wind; and that arc not deep, but have willow-troes, and 
grass on their sides, over which tlie water does sometimes 
How : and note, that carps do more usually breed in marie- 
pits, or pits that have clean clay-bottoms, or in new ponds, 
or ponds tliat lie dry a winter-seasoji, than in old ponds that 
be full of mud and weeds. 

Well, scholar, I have told you the substance of all that 
either ebservution or discourse, or a diligent survey of 
Dubravius and Lebault hath told me : not that they, in their 
long discourses, have not said more ; but the most of the 
rest are so common observations, as if a man should tell a 
good arithmetician, that twice two is four. J. wiH therefore 
put an end to this discourse, and wc^will here sit-down and 
rest us. 
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Binhop Dnbr.iviua^ from a xaro piiiit. 


THE FIFTH DAY. 

CHAPTER XXL 

DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING OF A LINK, AND FOR THE COI.OUIIING OF BOTH 
' ROD AND LINF« 

— ♦ - - 

Piitc. Hcliolar, I liave lield you too loin; about tlioso 

cadis, and sniallcr iish, and rivors, and lisli-]>onds ; and inv 
spirits art) almost spout, and so 1 doubt is yonr pntirnee: 
» but boil] i; we are now almost at ToUenbain, >\ht*r(; I first 
met you, and wliiM’e we are to part, I will lose no time, but 
«;ive you a little direction how to make ami onler yoiir lines, 
and to colour the hair of which you make yonr lines, for 
that is very needful to be known of an angler ; and also how 
to paint, yonr rod, especially your top; for a riifht-grow ii 
lop is a ch<»ice commodity, and should be j»reser\ed from the 
wati*r soaking into it, Ashich makes it in wet weatlior lo be 
heavy, and tish ill-fa vourcdly, and not true ; and also it rots 
ipiickly for want of painting; and 1 think a g<M)d t<^p is 
worth presiTving, or I had not taken care to keep a top 
above twenty years. 

Blit for your line. First, note, that you are to take 
care, that your hair be round and clear, and free from galls, 
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or scabs, or frets ; for a well-chosen, even, clear, round hair, of 
a kind of glass-colour, will prove as strong as three uneven, 
scabby hairs, that are ill-chosen, and full of galls or uueveu- 
ness. You shall seldom find a black hair but it is round, but 
many white are flat and uneven ; therefore, if you get a lock 
of right round, clear, glass-colour hair, make much of it. 

And for making your line, observe this rule: first let your 
hair be clean washed ere you go about to twist it ; and then 
choose not only the clearest hair for it, but hairs that be of an 
equal bigness, for such do usually stretch all together, and 
break all together, which hairs of an unequal bigness never do, 
but break singly, and so deceive the angler that trusts to them. 

When you have twisted your links, lay them in water for 
a quarter of an hour at least, and then twist them over 
again before you tie them into a line : for those that do not 
so, shall usually find their ]jne to have a hair or two shrink, 
and be shorter than the rest at the first fishing with it; 
which is so much of the strength of the lino lost for want of 
first watering it and tlien rc-twisting it ; and this is most 
visible in a seven hair line, one of those which liatli always 
a black hair in the middle. 

And for dyeing of your hairs, do it thus. Take a pint of 
strong ale, halt a pound of soot, and a little quantity of the 
juice of walnut-tree leaves, and an equal quantity of alum : 

f )ut these together into a pot, pan, or pipkin, and ]>oil them 
lalf an hour ; and having so done, let it cool ; and being 
cold, put your hair into it, and there let it lie: it will turn 
your hair to be a kind of water or glass-colour or greenish ; 
and the longer you let it lie, the deeper coloured^ it will be. 
You might bo taught to mako many other colours, but it is 
to little ])urposc : for doubtless the water-colour or glass- 
coloured hair, is the most choice juid most useful for an 
angler : but lot it not be too green. 

But if you desire to colour hair greener, then do it thus. 
Taki‘ a quart of small ale, half a pound of alum ; then put 
these into a pail or pipkin, and your hair into it wdth them ; 
then put it upon a fire, and let it boil softly for half an 
hour ; and then take out your hair, and let it dry : and, 
having so done, then take a pottle of water, and put into it 
two liandfuls of mnrygolds, and cover it with a tue, or what 
you think fit, and set it again on the fire, where it is to boijl 
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agam softly for half an hour, about which time the scum 
turn yelbw ; then put into it half a pound of copperas, 
beaten small, and with it the hair that you intend to colour ; 
then let the hair be boiled softly till half the liquor be wasted ; 
and then let it cool three or four hours, wiw your hair in 
' it : and you are to observe, that the more copperas you put 
into it, the greener it will be ; but doubtless the pale green 
is best. But if you desire yellow hair, which is only good 
when the weeds rot, then put in the more marygolds ; and 
abate most of the copperas, or leave it quite out, and take a 
little verdigrise instead of it. This for colouring your hair. 

And as for painting your rod,* which must be in oil, you 
must first make a size with glue and wator boiled together 
until the glue be dissolved, and the size of a lye-colour ; 
then strike your size upon the wood with a bristle, or a 
brush, or pencil, whilst it is hof. That being quite dry, 
take whitc-Jead, and a little red-lead, and a little coal-black, 
so much us all together wdll make an ash-colour; grind 
these all together witli linseed-oil ; Jet it bo thick, and lay it 
thin upon the wood with a brush or pencil; tliis do for the 
ground of any colour to lie upon w ood. 

‘ verdigrise, and grind them 

together in linseed-oil, as thin as you can well grind it: 
then hy it smoothly on with your brush, and drive it thin : 

1*151 for the most part, will serve, if you lay it well; 
rad It twice, be sure your first colour be thoroughly dry 
before you lay on a second. & / / 

Well, scholar, ^viug now taught you to paint your rod, 
and we halving sbll a mile to Tottenham High-CroW I will 


OS we walk towards it, in the cool shade' of tliis sweet 


1 11 *v Biiiuie o[ ims sweet 

honeysuckle hedge, mention to you some of tho thoughts 
and joys that have possessed my soul since we two met 

«ill mu’ ”* '‘’"Spr painted, but .tainwl ur vnmieheii. Walton has 

te rn dm ''")*> ®'*'l what he «a.v« al.iut lines is siiiicrse(lo.| 

««b^ whirTT^- given a long «„l on the 
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together. And these thoughts shall be told you, that yon 
also may join with me in thankfulness, to ** the G^yer of 
every good and perfect gift,*’ for our hapniness. And, that 
our present happiness m^ appear to be the grater, and we 
the more thankful for it, 1 wQl beg you to consider with me, 
how many do, even at this very time, lie under the torment 
of the stone, the gout, and tooth-ache ; and this we are free 
from. And every misery that I miss is a new mercy : and 
therefore let us be thankful. There have been, since we 
met, others that have met disasters of broken limbs ; some 
have been blasted, others thunder-strucken ; and we have 
been freed from these, and all those many other miseries 
that threaten human nature : let us therefore rejoice and be 
thankful. Nay, which is a far greater mercy, we are free 
from the unsupportahle burthen of an accusing tormenting 
conscience ; a misery that^one can bear : and therefore let 
us praise Him for his preventing grace, and say, Every 
misery that I miss is a new mercy. Nay, let me tell you, 
there be many that have forty times our estates, that would 
give the greatest part of it to be healthful and cheerful like 
us ; who, with the expense of a little money, have eat and 
drank, and laughed, and angled, and sung, an^ slept securely; 
and rose next day, and 
cast away care, and sung, 
and laughed, and angled 
again ; which are blessings 
rich men cannot purchase 
with all their money. Let 
me tell you, scholar, I 
have a rich neighbour, 
that is always so busy that 
he has no leisure to laugh : 
the whole business of his 
life is to get money, and 
more money, that he may 
still get more and more 
money; he is still drudging 
on, and says, that Solomon 
says, “ The diligent hand 
maketh rich and it is 
true indeed : but he considers not that ’tis not in the power 
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of ricliea to make a tiiati happj ; for it was wisely said, 
by a wiftTi of great observation, “ That there be as many 
miseries beyond riches, as on this side them.” And vA 
God ddiver us from pinching poverty; and grant, that 
having a competency, we may be content and thankful. 
Let not us repine, or so much as think the gi^ of God 
uneq[ually dealt, if we see another abound with nches; 
when, as God knows, the cares that are the keys that keep 
those riches, hang often so heavily at the rich man’s ^rdle, 
that they clog him with weary days, and restless nights, 
even when others sleep quietly. We see but the outside 
of the rich man’s happiness: few consider him to be 
like, the silk-worm, that, when she seems to play, is, at 
the very same time, spinning her own bowels, and con- 
suming herself.' And this many rich men do ; loading 
themselves with corroding carej, to keep what they have, 
probably, unconscionably got. Let us, therefore, be thankful 
for health and a competence, and, above all, for a quiet 
conscience. 

Let me tell you, scholar, that Diogenes walked on a day, 
with his friend, to see a countiy-fair ; where he saw ribbons, 
and looking-glasses, and nut-crackers, and fiddles, and 
hobby-linrsca, and many other gimcracks : and having 
observed them, and all the other hiinimbruns that make a 
complete^ country-fair ; he said to his friend, “ Lord ! How' 
many things arc there in this world, of which Diogenes hatli 
no need!” And truly it is so, or might be so, w^ith very 
many w’ho vex and toil themselves to get what they have no 
need of. Can any man charge God, tliat he hath not given 
him enough to make his life happy ? No, doubtless ; for 
nature is content with a little. And yet you shall liardly 
meet with a man tliat complains not of some want ; though 
he, indeed, wants nothing but bis will, it may be, nothing 
but his will of his poor neighbour, for not worsliipping, or 
not flattering him : and thus, w'hen we might be happy and 
quiet, we create trouble to ourselves. I have heard of a 


* This is innecumte : the silk-worm ii<^t I'ousinne hv spin- 

ning her invii l>owels, hut, out of n ivwTVoir «f silk jL'Uiii on taoh siih* of tlj<‘ 
tlmint, spins u warn oovcrin.si for protfi*tioii vlurinir llio torpi«litY prtcr^lin.u' 
a ebungo uf Kknmk. 
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man that was angry with himself because he was no taller; 
and of a woman that broke her looking-glass because it 



would not sliow' her face fo be as young and handsome as 
her next neighbour’s was. And I knew another, to whom 
God had given licalth, and plenty; but a wife, that nature 
had made ijoevish, and her husband’s riches had made purse- 
proud, and must, because she was rich, and for no other 
virtue, sit in the liighest pewr in the church ; which being 
denied her, site engaged her husband into a contention for 
it; and, at last, into a law-suit with a dogged neighbour, 
who was ns rich ns he, and had a wife ns peevish and purse- 
proud as the other: and this law-suit begot high&r opposi- 
tions, and actionable tvords, and more vexations and law- 
8\iits; for you must remember, that both were rich, an^ 
must tlierofore have their wills. Well, this wilful, purse- 
])roud law-suit, lasted during the life of fhc first hu^and ; 
aft er wliich his wife vexed and chid, and chid and vexed, till 
she also cliiil and vexed herself into her grave : and so the 
wealth of these poor rich people was curst into a punish- 
ment ; because they wanted meek and thankful hearts ; for 
t hose only can make us happy. 1 knew a man that had 
health and riches, and several houses, all beautiful and 
ready furnished, and would often trouble himself and family 
to ho removing from one house to another: and being 
asked by a fri(‘iid, Wliy he removed so often from one house 
to aiiotUer, replied, “ It was to find content in some one of 
them.” But his fiiend, kuowing his temper, told him, " If 
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he would find content in anj of his houses, he must 
leave himself behind him ; for, content will never dwell but 
in a meek and quiet soul.” And this may appear, if we 
read and consider what our Saviour save in St. Mathew's 
Gospel: for he there says,— Blessed oe the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed be the pure in heart, for 
they shall see. God. Blessed be the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. And, Blessed be the meek, for 
they shall possess the earth.” Not that the meek shall not 
also obtain mercy, and see God, and be comforted, and at 
last come to the kingdom of heaven ; but in the mean time 
he, and be only, possesses the earth as he goes toward that 
kingdom of heaven, by being humble and cheerful, and 
confent with what his good God has allotted him. He has 
no turbulent, repining, vexatious thoughts, that he deserves 
better; nor is vexed when he sees others possessed of more 
honour, or more riches than hii^wise God has allotted for 
his share ; but he possesses what he has with a meek and 
contented quietness; such a quietness as makes his very 
dreams pleasing both to God and himself. 

My honest scholar, all this is told to incline you to 
thankfulness : and to incline you the more, let me tell you, 
that though the prophet David was guilty of murder and 
adultery, and many other of the most deadly sins : yet he 
was said to be a maii after God's own heart, because he 
abounded more with thankfulness than any other that 
is mentioned in Holy Scripture, as may appear in liis 
book of Psalms; where there is such a commixture of 
his confessing of his sins and umvorthiness, and such 
thankfulness for" God’s pardon and mercies, as did make 
him to be accounted, even by God himself, to be a man 
after his own heart : and let us, in that, labour to bo as like 
him as we can ; let not the blessings we receive daily from 
God, make us not to value, or not praise Him because they 
be common: let not us forget to praise Him for the inno- 
cent mirth and pleasure we have met with since we met 
together. What would a blind man give to see the plea- 
sant rivers, and meadows, and flowers, and fountains, that 
we have met with since we met togetlicr ? I have been 
told, that if i||maii that was bom blind, could obtain to have 
his sight for but only one hour during his whole life, and 
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should, at the first opening of his eyes, fix his sight upon 
the sun when it was in his full glory, either at the rising or 
setting of it, he would be so tra^ported and amazed, and so 
admire the glory of it, that he would not willingly turn his 
eyes from that nrst ravishing object, to behold idl the other 
various beauties this world could present to him. And 
this, and many other like blessings, we enjoy daily. And 
for most of them, because they be so common, most men 
forget to pay their praises ; but let not us ; because it is a 
sacrifice so pleasing to Him that made that sun, and us, 
and still protects us, and gives us fiowers, and showers, 
and stomachs, and meat, and content, and leisure to go 
a-fishing. 

Well, scholar, I have almost tired myself, and I fear, 
more than almost tired you. But I now see Tottenham 
High-Cross ; and our short walk thither shall put a period 
to my too-long discourse ; in which my meaning was, and is, 
to plant that in your mind, with which 1 labour to possess 
my own soul ; that is, a meek and thankful heart. And to 
that end 1 have showed you, that riches without them do 
not make any man happy. But let me tell you, that riches 
with them remove many fears and cares ; and therefore my 
advice is, that you endeavour to be honestly rich, or con- 
tentedly poor: but be sure that your riches be justly 
got, or you spoil all. For it is well said by Caussin,* “ he 
that loses his conscience has nothing left that'* is worth 
keeping.” Therefore be sure you look to that. And, in 
the next place, look to your health : and if you have it^ 
praise God, and value it next to a good conscience; for 
health is the second blessing that we mortals ^are capable 
of: a blessing that money cannot buy; and therefore value 
it, and be thankful for it. As for money, which may be 
said to be the third blessing, neglect it not : but note, that 

> NicholaM CnnsHio, a Jesuit and Confessor to Louis XIII., was bom at 
Troyes in Cham})agne, in 1580. He was esteemed a person of g^t 
proliity, and of such a spirit, that he attempted to displace Cardinal 
Rit'helicu, hut that minister proved too powerful for him, and procured his 
l>aDishinent to a city of Lf>wer Bretagne. He returned to Paris after the 
(•ardinurs death, and died in the Jesuits* Convent there in July, 1651. 
— H. He wrote a book called the Holy Court,** of wfaidi there is an 
English translation in folio, 1663. 
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there is no necessity of being rich: for, I told you, there 
be fti many miseries beyond riches as on this side.: th^p^^^andi 
if you have a competence, enjoy it. with;. a-. niew<4wiiif6ili 
thankful, heart. I ^ tell you, scholar, a 

gesve Divine * say, that God * has two .dwel]ui(gi^::-4JM^ 
heayen, and the other in a. meek andtbankf\d-h!Bt^«;^wh 
Almighty God grant to me, and to my. honest scholar I ,Ahd 
BO you are welcome to^Tottonham High-Cross. . 

Fen. Well, master, I.thank you for all your good direc- 
tions; but for none more than this last of thankfulness, 
which Ij hope I shall never forget. . And pray now. let’s 
rest ourselves , in this , sweet shimy arbour, which nature 
herself has woven with her own fine fingers ; ’tis such a 
contexture of woodbine, sweetbriar,. jessamine,' and myrtle, 
and so interwoven,, as will secure us both from the sun’s 
violent heat, and from the approaching shower. And, being 
sat down, I will requite a part’ of your courtesies with a 
bottle of sack, milk, oranges, and sugar, which, all put 
together, make a drink like nectar; indeed, too good for any 
body but us anglers. And so, master, here is a full glass 
to you of that liquor ; and when you have pledged me, I will 
repeat the verses which I promised you : it is a copy printed 
amongst some of Sir Henry Wotton’s,’^ and doubtless made 
either by him, or by a lover of angling. Come, master, now 
drink a glass to me, and then 1 w ill pledge you,: and fall to 
my -repetition ; it is a description of such country recreations 
as I have enjoyed since 1 had the happiness to fall iuto your 
.company. 

Quiveiibg fears, heart-tearing cares, 

Anxious si^hs, iintiTnely teal’s, 
fly to courts, 

Fly to fond worldlings’ sports, 

Wliere strain’d sardonic smiles* are glosing still, 

And gi'ief i.s forc’d to laugh agaiust her will ; 

Where mirth’s but mummery, 

And sorrows only real be. 


* Dr. Donno, Dean of St. Paul's, in his Sermons. - TI. 

- Printicd in the ** JUtliquin: Wuttoniunai,’' Loml. DJ51, near tin* eml .-i 
the volume. — II. 

* Meaning or forced ftiuiles, from the Wi»r<l Sanhm, the nanio .1 

an herb, resemUiu}! smalhifre, anti growing in Sanlinia, Mhich U-inj eatr-Ti 
by men, contracts the muscles, and excites laughter, even to tlo!itU.-vH. 
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Fly, from our country pastimefib fly, 

Sad troops of human miaeiy. 

Come, serene looks, 

Clear as the piystal brooks. 

Or the pure azur^il heaTen, that smiles to see 
The rich attendance of .our poverty : 

Peace and a secure mind. 

Which all men seek, we only find. 

Abused mortals, did you know 

Where joy, heart's-ease, and comforts grow, 

Tou’d scorn proud towers^ 

And seek them in these bowers ; 

Where winds, sometimes, our woods perhaps may shake, 
But bliist'ring ciu^ could never tempest make ; 

Nor murmurs ere come nigh us. 

Saving of fountains tha|H[lide by us. 

Hcrc*s no fantastic ma^ue, nor dance, 

But of our ki<ls that frisll and prance ; 

Nor wars are seen, 

Unless \ipon the green 

Two uarmless lambs are butting one the other, 

AVhich done, both bloating run each to his mother; 

And wounds arc never found. 

Save what the ploughshare gives the ground. 

Here arc no entmpping baits 
To bastcii too, too hasty fates. 

Unless it be 
The fon<l credulity 

Of silly fwli, wliieli, worldling like, still look 
Upon the bait, but never ou the hook : 

Nur envy, 'less among 

Tlie birds, for prize of their sweet song. 

Go, let tho fliviiig negro seek 
Ftu’gems hid in some furloiTi creek; 

We all i>earls scorn, 

S;»ve wliat tho dewy mom 
Congeals upon each little spire of grass. 

Which careless shepherds beat down as they pass : 

And g<»hl ne’er here appears, 

S:ivo what the yellovr Ceres boars. 

Blest silent groves ! Oh may you be 
Tor ever niirtli’s best nursery 1 
May piuv contents 
For ever pitch their tenta 
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Upm then downa, thoie meaday theae rodn^ theae mooataiiuL 
And peace still slumber by these purling fountains. 

Which we may eyeiy year 
Meet when we come Srfishlng here. 


Pise, Trast me, scholar, I thank you heartily for these 
Tersest; they be choicely good, and doubtless made by a 
lover of angling. Gome, now, drink a glass to me, and I 
will reqjmte you with another very good copy: it is a 
Farewell to the Yauities of the World, and some say, 
written by Sir Harry Wotton,^ who I told you was an 
excellent angler. But let them be writ by whom they 
will, he that writ them had a brave soul, and must needs 
be possessed with happy thoughts at the time of their 
composure. 


Farewell ye gilded follies, pleai^g troubles I 
Farewell ye honour'd rags, ye glorious bubbles ! 

Fame’s but a hollow echo ; — Gold, pure clay ; — 

Honour, the darling but of one short day; — 

Beauty, th* eye's idol, but a damask’d skin ; 

State, but a golden prison, to live in 

And torture free-bom minds ; — Embroider’d trains 

Merely but pageants for proud swelling veins : — 

And blood ally’d to greatness, is alone 
Inherited, uotpurchu’d, nor our own. 

Fame, Honour, Beauty, State, Train, Blood, and Birth, 
Are but the fading blossoms of the earth. 


I would bo great, — ^but that the sun doth still 
Level his rays against the rising hill : 

1 would bo high, — but see the proudest oak 
Most subject to the rending thunderstroke : 

1 would bo rich, — but see men too unkind, 
Dig in the bowels of the richest mind 
1 would be wise, — but that 1 often see 
The fox suspect^, whilst the ass goes free ; 

1 would bo fiiir, — but see the fair and proutl 
Like the bright sun oft setting in a cloud : 


* Tliey are said to have been written by Sir Walt-er Rah-iirb, while 
prisoner in the tower, a short time before his exmition. See his Life. . - 
Browne. The last stanza seems banlly consistent \iitli the situation of 
Sir Walter Baleigh ; tfaisigh it may not unaptly apply the ha]>py 
retreat of Siy Henry Wotton, at Ebm, after a life of great exj»erienee in 
court-intrigue, falsehood, and JiHappointmeut.— C. 

» Mine.— H. 
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I would be poor^but know the humble gnaa 
Still trampled on by each unworthy ass : 

Rich hated : — Wise suspected Scorn'd if poor : — 

Great fear'd : — ^Fair tempted : — High still envy'd more : 

I have wish'd all ; but now I wish for neither ; 

Great, High, Rich, >yiBe, nor Fair ; Poor I'll be rather. 

Would the World now adopt me for her heir, 

Would Beauty’s queen entitle me the fair; — 

Fame speak mo fortune's minion ; — could I vie 
Angels ^ with India with a speaking eye 
Command bare heads, bow'd knees, strike justice dumb, 

■As well as blind and lame ; or give a tongue 
To stones by epitaphs ; be called great master 
111 the loose rhymes of every poetaster : 

Could 1 he inora than any man that lives, 

Great, fair, rich, wise, all in superlatives : 

Yet 1 more freely would these gifts resign, 

Tliau ever fortuuo would have made tliem mine ; 

And hold one minute of this holy leisure 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure. 

Welcome, pure thoughts ! Welcome, ye silent groves ! 

Those guests, tlicsc courts, my soul most dearly loves. 

Now the wing'd people of the sky shall sing 
My cheerful anthems to the gladsome spring : 

A prayh’-book, now, shall bo my looking-glass. 

In which T will ailore sweet virtue's face, 
ilure dwell no hateful looks, no palace-carcs, 

No broken vows dwell here, nor pale-fao'd fears : 

Then here I’ll sit, and sigh my hot love s folly, 

And learn t'aifcct an holy melancholy : 

And, if Contentment be a stranger, then 
I’ll ne'er look for it, but in heaven again.- 

/e?i. Well, master, these verses be worthy to keep a room 
in every man’s memory. I thank you for thbm; ana I thank 

‘ Angel, a coin of the value of ten shillings. The words to “vie 
angels" are a metuuumy, and signify to “compare wealth.” In the old 
l>.*illad of TAe Beggar of Bethnal G)^ejhf a competition of this kind is 
iiiii'iKiuccd : a young knight, about to marry the beggar's daughter, is 
dis.<)ija(lod fixnn so uiierjuala match by some relations, who uigethe poverty 
of luT father; the lieggar challenges them to “drop angels” with him, 
and fairly empties the purses of them all. 

The uoighbuirhood of Bethnal Green is seldom without a public house 
with a sign nqiresenting the beggar, and the dissuaders of the matdi, 
dropping gold; the young woman and the knight, her lover, standing 
lietween them. — H. 

- To the many short poems, abounding with fine moral sentimental eon- 
U'dneil in this book, 1 here wld the following lines of Mr. Cowley, 
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you for your many instructions, vliicli, God willing, 1 will 
not forget. And as St. Austin in his Confessions,* book iv. 
chap. 3, coiiimeiiioratea the kindness of his friend Vere- 
cundus, for lending him and his companion a country-house, 
because there they rested and enjoyed themselves free from 
the troubles of the world ; so, having had the like advantage, 
both by your convcTsation and the art you have taught me, 
I ought ever to do the like: for indeed, your company 
and discourse have been so useful and pleasant, that 1 
may truly say 1 have only lived since 1 enjoyed them, 
and turned angler, and not before. Nevertheless, hero 
1 must part with you, here in this now sad place, where 
I was HO hap])y as first to meet you: but 1 shall long 
for the ninth of May, for then 1 hope again to enjoy your 
beloved company at the appointed time and place. And 
now 1 wish for some somniferous potion, that might force 
me to slecj) away the interiiiittea time, which will pass away 
with me as tediously, ns it does with men in sorrow; neverthc- 
less 1 will make it as short ns 1 can, by my hopt s and wishes. 
And my good master, 1 will not forget the doctrine whirh 
you told me Mocrates taught his scholars, that tlu^y should 
not tliink to he honi)uivd so miieli lor being philosophers, 
as to hununr philosophy by their virtuous lives. You advisi‘d 
me to the like eoneerning angling, and 1 will endeavour tt» 
do BO, and to live like those many worthy men of which you 

triinslaUil fioiu Msirtial, lil*. ii. ci'i::. .'IM, vliii-li, tar f/a- 

••x/iifiif. u /iivc/y of n rfiuU iiU tl mind : nnd for l}$r n. •{!;];. • f 

ijjit/yffijdfon’ ih.'ity ill 1 iH-\.r\t \ 'hm ■ 'lU-iW .lii. 

m ••MV »'Vki\ 

W.nil.t vi.u («' /rn K Tir. y- «v «'(cVf’w >m. \i'm ■ 
till. ('!( niitiii <lnf, fVifini f H.** ■•••rt ii:'. 

)i to no h a.’tjN thitu h> ::■•. 

WhLht iNiuiitcoUh <h)ii Lira*! at lioiiic hv'-i.'U . 

If thou tho f;<»oiliU‘ss of thy clothes <h'st 
Hy thiut* own iiw, .hikI not hy other's eyi s ; 

Jf e*iily Nafe from weathers) tliou caiist ti avl-11, 

In a Ninall house — hut .‘i eonvenionl sht ll ; 

If tliou, W'ithout :i sigh, orgoKleii wish, 

(*ai)st look u}MiTi tliy Uvoheii howl ajsl ilisli : 

If ill thy luiuil such power ami greatuess he, 

The Persian king's a slave, coiuimrM with thee. 

1 The passage which Walton alludes will lie found in a traiislatitoi of 
tho “Life of St. Augustine,’' folio, Loud. 1(560.— N. . 
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made mention in the former part of your diMCOurse. This 
is my firm resolution. And as a pious man advised his 
friend, that, to beget mortification, lie should frequent 
churches, and view monuments, and charnel-houses, and 
then and there consider how many dead bones Time had 
piled up at the gates of Death : 8o when 1 would beget 
content, and increase confidence in the power, and wisdom, 
and providence of Almighty God, 1 will walk the meadows 
by some gliding stream, and there contemplate the lilies 
that take no care, and those very many other various little 
living creatures, that are not only created, but fed, man 
knows not how, by the goodness of the God of ^iature, and 
therefore trust in him. This is my purpose ; and so “ Let 
every thing that hath breath praise the Lord : ’* And let 
the blessing of 8t. Peter’s Master bi( with mine. 

iW. And upon sill that are lovers of virtue; and dare 
trust in his providence, and be quiet, and go a-Aiigling. 

“study to he OUIKT.”* 

‘ 1 The.s. iv. 11. 
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BODS, LINES, HOOKS, AND OTHEB TACKLE, 

ICOOBDIRO TO TUB LATEST AUTHORITIES. 

By H. G. B. 


RODS. 

The General Bod. which is tuiually from 14 to 18 feot in length 
with four, five, or six joints, and made of hickoiy, is a veiy con 
venient one for thQ young practitioner, or for use in places where it 
h uncertain what fish may present themselves. It is so extensive in 
its capabilities, that nothing comes amiss to it; and, if it does nothing 
in the best manner, it will at least a.ct very respectably in most kinds 
of fishing, except that of throwing the fly, which, notwithstanding its 
fly-top, it executes veiy indifferently. In this the various tops 
three, four, or five, are contained in a hollow within the butt or stock, 
which is closed by a cap, made to receive a spike. The butt has 
also winch fittings, and the various joints, or pieces, are furnished 
with rings throughout In fact, the tyro cannot do better than provide 
himself with one of these factotum^ articles, which are made very 
portable ; and it is equally desirable to the traveller who has not an 
opportunity of carrying more than one rod with him. The Londoner 
gcuciolly use one 18 feet long^ made of South Carolina cane. Bphomera 
says that with a good general rod, having severaf tops.'WO tliat you 
may shorten or lengthen it as occasion requires, you may successfully 
angle for any species of river fish ; roach perhaps excepted, which require 
a specific rod. As the aspirant advances, he will find the advantage of 
ptovidiug himself with distinct rods for different kinds of fishing, it 
being impossible to adapt one rod satisfactorily to all sorts of work. 

The Baq Kod, properly so called, is little more than a light general 
iKtttom rod, from 16 to 20, but usually about 19 feet^ consisting of 
six or seven pieces, including spare tops, packed in tluwe cases, and 
mode either of bamboo or cone, the latter being preferable for roach 
and light fishing, the former where more strengUi ii required. It 
generally has a strong top that fits into the fifth or sixth joint and 
forms a trolling rod ; and sometimes a whalebone top, about ten inches 
long, to fit in the small joint (instead of the roach top), for perch* 
fishing and spinning a minnow. 


T 
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Pocket Rod. This is similar to the hay-rmd, but mode shorter, in 
from nine to twelve joints of 18 inches each — compact enough to be 
carried in an inside coat-pocket, or to pack in a portmanteau. It is 
well fitted for any fine fishing, as for roach, dace, gudgeons, bleak, &c. 

The Walkieo-stiok Rod (a yard loqg), for bottom fishing, consists 
of three or four, but sometimes six joints, received within each other, 
extending in all to 0, 12, 15, or even 18 fee^ varying in price from 
2«. fid. to 2^ 2t. As might be expected, it is not a very efficient 
article; it, however, promiies little, and seldom does a great deal. 
Walking-stick rods are also mode for fy-JUhinff, and are then more 
expensive, usually from 1/. It. to 21. 2t. 

To the p}*ofesied angler distinct rods are necessary for each kind of 
fishing, and these we shall now proceed to describe. 

The Lioht Bottom Rod (for bank fishing), for roach, dace, gudgeon, 
smelt, and other fine fishing, varies in length according to the extent 
and nature of the fishing-ground, and ranges from 12 to 16 feet, but 
with professed roach anglers often extends to 18, 20, and even 21 feet 
or more. It can be neithei* too light nor too stiff, tliat is, must taper 
stifHy, not bo top-henvy, and have just elasticity enough to strike a 
fish quickly, without the delay which fi^o much play in the top pieces 
would cause. It is often made either of bamboo or Spanish white 
CANE (the latter, though rather more expensive at first, being prefer- 
able), with a baniboo top. To compensate for its want of strength, 
it is sometimes ringed throughout, and fumisbed with a reel and 
running line ; by which means, if a heavy fish should take the bait, 
tlio rod will not suffer. A smtdl reel is no encumbrance to a rod ; it 
adds but little to its weight ; and when placed on the upper surface of 
the butt, a veiy light rod will kill a very heavy fish. 

A Strong Rod for pearch, chub, bream, carp, tench, and eels, and 
also for ininnow-spiniiing, may be from 12 to 16 and even IS feet long. 
Such a rod should be altogether stouter and stilfer than the last, and 
may be either of hickory or cane ; if of cane, the upper joints should be 
of the very best bamboo. Besides the running line and winch, it slioiild 
uo also furnished with a spike to sca*w into the butt; indeed, a butt- 
spike mav be considered a necessary appendage to every variety of rod 
beyond tho vbiy lightest, and it may even provo useful with that. 

The Barbel Rod, which may olso be used for pike-fishing with live 
bait, or angling with ledger bait, should be stiff. It is generally made 
of hickory, and its length 11 to 15 feet, proportioned to the extent of 
tho water fished in; but 12 feet seems to be the favourite length. If 
it be weak, particularly in the middle joints, a heavy fish will surely 
distress, and perhaps break it ; it should be strong in the top also, and 
ringed tliroughout, and should never be used without nmniiig tackle. 

The Punt Rod does not require to be so long os the bank rod, and 
is usually only 10 or ll, and sometimes 12 feet long, made of hickory, 
]^t India cane, or bamboo. Some are made of white cane, with 
silver mountings, for ladies. They should be strong, and stiff enough 
to strike fi-om tte point, being used principally in the Thames, and 
adapted for roach and barbel fishing with a float. 

The Tuolunq Rod. — T here is no kind of rod with which a goed 
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troller will not kill pike. It variee from 10 to 16 feet in length, made 
of hickoiT and East India cane. (Ephemera aaya it ahould not Ixi longer 
than 11 met, Hodand not lesa than 12.) A atrong top in the handa of 
a good troller may be adjuated to any rod for thia putpoae, and there ia 
usually auch a one to the gengral rod A profeaaed trolling rod, of 
whatever length, should be atiff and straight as an arrow, and ao 
formed aa to permit the line to run freely without chance of inter- 
ruption; its rings diould therefore be aufflciently huge to allow alight 
obatacles on the line to pass, and not too numerous ; and they must be 
fixed and motiouleaa, of the improved make, and placed very exsAly 
to secura the easy passage of the line, and to avoid all chance of 
entangling it. 

Tue Flv Kod is commonlv considered under two varieties, the Salmon 
rod and (he TrmU lud; for although the salmon rod might kill a trout, 
a salmon of ten or twelve pounds would be apt to cany away the whole 
material of the trout rod. Fly rods are best in /our, though some- 
times extending to five, and occasionally to oix joints^ made of hiokojy, 
excepting the top joint which should bo of solid bamboo, and 
the butt which should be of The material cannot be too well 
seasoned. Lance-wood is by some preferred to hickoi^, but it ia 
heavier and lesa elastic. Some recommend that the top Joint should 
terminate with about six inches (not more) of whalebone ; but if the 
top be made of fine-grained baiulMO, the rod is not so likely to be top- 
heavy. Rennie recommends lance-wood for the top joint in preference 
to whdebone, but real bamboo of good quality is preferable to either. 
Others recommend bamboo for tho top joint, and lance-wood for the 
next. Mr. Chitty strongly advocates spliced tops and whalebone tips. 
In fact, there is such a variety of opinion in respect to the tops of a 
lly-rod, that we must beg to leave the reader where wo found him. 
The rings should not bo too small, and gradually diminish from the 
butt to the top. Every rod used in fly-fishing should taper regularly 
from tho bottom to tho top, except for about 18 to 24 inches 
of the lower portion or butt-joint, which, in trout rods that ore* 
tolerably fine, may be slightly enlaiged to give firmness to the grasp. 
On the regularity of its taper will depend that uniformity/of bend, or 
play, which is required to produce a coi'tai;a mechanical action on the 
line, by which the thrower is enabled to deliver it to its fullest extent 
with precision and lightness. A good fly rod should never be, as aome 
recommend, pliable quite down to the bimd, neither should it be over- 
stiff. Its pliability should bo barely perceptible till about the middle : 
but the hand will soon acquire the praetioe of determining, by waving 
the rod, what is right. There should be a moveable spike to screw 
into the ferrule at tho base of the butt-end, to iiuten m Uie ground 
when occasion requires. 

The Trout Fly lid should have a fine top, and be more pliant than that 
used for the salmon, and consist of either three or four joints. When it 
does not exceed the usual average of 18 feet (a fovourite length is 
12 feet), and is made moderately light, it can be used with eithm 
liand, and will enable the angler to direct the fly to any spot with 
precision. Bainbridge thinks 12 feet a proper length for use in small 

T 2 
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rivm and brooks, and 14 feet the extreme length for the of 

streanuk Shiplej thinks 18 feet 0 inches sh^d in any lease be the 
utmost length; andPnlman prefers 11 feet as the only wBe whidi can 
be convenimtly used in windy weather. 

AoM conttUute a tnmt About 12 ftet 8 

inches long, and abont 14 os. in weight It most not be tc^heayy, nor 
haye too much play in the lower p^ ; but the play should be jurt in 
proportion to the gradual tapering, by which there will be yety litUo 
sprmg till after about the third foot of its length. A rod too pliable 
be^ is as bod as being too stiff, and from being too small at that 
pu( is of course more liable to bo top-heavy, which nine rods in ten are : 
the consequence is, they tire the baud, and do not drop the fly so neatly." 
Theophilus South (Ed. Ghitty) used a trout rod 14 feet 3 4 inches, 
weighing 1 Ib. 2 os., generally throw^ from 20 to 30 yards of line, 
ih>m five in the morning till nine at night, without experiencing fatigue. 

The Salmon Ply Rod usually ranges between 16 and 18 feet in its 
length ; but some few prefer 20, although unpleasantly heavy and un- 
manageable, excepting by very tall and strong men. The intermediate 
length of 17 feet is a fiivourite size, and suits either grilse, sea-trout, or 
salmon-fishing. It should be made ciT the veiy best materials, well 
seasoned, and of not moro than four joints. ** Ours," says Ghitty, ''is 
ash for the butt, hickory for the next two joints, and lance-wood and 
whalebone spliced for the top ; but many prefer a bamboo top." It 
need have no spike, but the extreme end of its butt should be roundod, 
as in working the fiy through the water it is constantly necessaoy to 

S wss the butt-end of the rod against the lower part of the abdomen. 

amt or mottled Bad India cane is coming into repute for solmon ns 
well as for trolling rods, and is praised by several writers. Thc 
Double-hanoxd Rod is of considerable length and strength, and 
requires both hands to use it. Such a rod can kill very heavy fish 
and commaftd a great length and strength of line, which in very wiflo 
rivers is certainly a great advantage. It can seldom, however, be used 
with such precision in throwing the fly as the single-handed rod. 

Flt Rous are also mode os Spliced rode and SpUt cave lods, 

Spuced rods are commonly made in two or three lengths, which fit 
together witl» great' nicety, and are secured at each extremity of the 
spUca with a broad flat ring, and then well bound round with stnm.c: 
silk lino well waxed, or with waxed cord. Such rods are generally kept 
infishing bouses and halls where they can be conveniently stowed away 
without taking to pieces. The advantage of them seems to be ndmittotl 
by common consent : they are lighter by the weight of the bnis< 
ferrules; there is not that stiffness about them which ferrules inevitably 
cause, and they are BtroDMr in the joints. They may be of any length, 
and, on account of their lightness, are often 20 feet, though lo is gene- 
rally preferred. The splices must be quite plain, without the least 
notch or groove, and the longer the splice the less liable to ahillb, but the 
shorter the stronger. In medio tHtiuimtu ibie. Bainbridge says, **SpfMrd 
rode, ma<lo of ti^ pieces only, certainly throw a fly in a neater maimer 
than thiwe encumbered with fomilctt can piweibly do. aa the spring from 
the hand is uninterrupted, vonsenueutly more regular: and they^as'c 
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adminlUj adapted for the me of an angler whoae reeidenee ia near hie 
diTerak »4 but awkward oompanioni if to be carried anj diatanoe." 

The SniT-CAVS or piaed-i^ rod ia difficult to make well, and terj 
ezpenaive ; it ia made of three j^eoea of aplit cane (which aome aay 
should have the bark inaide, aome outaide^ nicely .rotinded)i and ia 
said to hare the advantage of not warping through wet But improve- • 
menta in Salmon and trout rods are conatontlv in the mind of the menu- 
facturen% and whilst we are writing, we learn that a "green-heart 
wood ” ii assumed to be auperior even to hickory in its spring and 
lightness^ and in maintaining its atraightnesa. But more experience 
will be necessary to determmo its qualities. 

Buidei all these rode, there are many others made of hazel or 
bamboo, at very low prices, which answer well enough for common 
purposes. Two-jointed hazel, with tin ferrules, are sold as low as 6d., 
and fourjointed ditto, ringed for trolling^ for 5s. 

Jointinge of Ply Bode in general have occupied the attention 
of many, and numerous inventions have appeared. Every fly rod, 
except the spliced, should be ferruled ; otherwise the joints exj^nded 
by damp, will swell so as to be difficult to separate, and shrink in dry 
weather so as to part company* The best fly rods are now manufac- 
tured with a brass ferrule and cappings entire, cadi of which is received 
into a complete socket of brass, accurately let into the receiving joint. 
To any other kind a powerful .salmon or a heavy trout will be very 
likely to cause mischief. Tongue fittinge, says Ephemera, are the best 
fur all fly fods, and will not work out of place if made to fit exactly. 

Screfced Jointe are said to be a more certain security against the pieces 
of the rod loosening from each other, and arc very generally applied 
to Irish and Scotch salmon rods, but they are heavy, oud liable to get 
out of order. After a little use, they are apt to screw beyond the mark, 
and carry the rings out of a strai^t line. They are used chiefly in 
Ireland to veiy heavy rods. 

The Bayonet-Joint has the merits of readiness, simplicity, and dura- 
bility. 1 1 obviates the alleged inconveniences of the screw-joints^ which 
arc not so quickly put together, and it appears to present equal security. 
In this method the upper joints nro brassed throughout, the lower ones 
socketed with brass, and the collar of the fcrrule»bridgfd to admit the 
pin of the joint under it, which by a turp of the piece hecomee locked. 
We are told, however, tliat the joints are apt to loosen and rattle after . 
a little wear. 

AU the different malere of rode have their partieane. In the English 
metropolis, where every manufacture is carried to grmt perfection, 
there is certainly an assortment of Bods for bottom-fiahing unequalled 
perhaps in the world ; and the same may be said of trolling and spin- 
ning rods. The practice of fly-fishing, whether for trout or salmon, 
has become so prevalent of late years amongst pierions residing in 
London and its vicinity, that fly rods and flies are made there with 
greater care and finish, and as well, if not better, than anywhere else 
in the empire. The best workmen in the provinces have come to 
Ijondou, and the consequence is, that Scotch and Irish fly-tackle has 
lost much of its ancient prestige. 
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General Observations on Roda — As a general rule, the fewer 
pieces a rod consists of the better for use, and should not, if it can 
be avoided, consist of more than four joints 
When the rod is in the bag, the brass sockets ought always to be 
kept plugged with what are called stoppert, to prevent their being 

S ressed together. In the best rods these stoppers are usually brass 
ound, or of ivoiT. 

When the rod is laid by for the winter, it should be kept m a mode- 
rately dry place until the return of the angling season, when it will be 
Ibuod in ezoelleut order. A coat of vamu£ in the course of the 
aeoscm, if the rod be much used, is very desirable, and, if sent to the 
dealer, costs but a mere trifle. 


UNE$. 

There are about half a dosen different materials of which lines are 
now usually composed ; ay. horse-hair, cow-hair, silkworm-gut, silk, 
Indian gnus or weed, China twist, watercord, &c. Some are made of 
one of these articles only, others of two or more twisted toother, of 
different demes of strength according to the purpose for which th^ 
are intended The variety of combinations is so mat, that the angler 
cannot do better than time a fishing-tackle catmogue and choose for 
himself. We will subjoin only a few particulars collected from tiio 
best authoriticA 

The Sinole-bair Line.— This is so delicate as usually te be limited 
to the foot length, or about os much as may bo supposed within the 
vision of the fish. Mr. Salter gives hair the preference for very fine 
fishing, and says : In respect to the advant4;os arising from linos 
made of single horso-hair over those made of fine gut, some difference 
of opinion ousts. The advocates of gut say that when it is equally fine, 
and of the same colour with horse-lwr, it is not more likely to alarm 
the fish than horse-hair, and being much stronger it certainly deserves 
the preference. This seems plausible; but I know from practice that 
ill angling with a single hair-line, fish (especially roach) may be taken 
that will not touch the bait when offered with a gut-line, though it be 
as fine and of the same colour as the hair. To ascertain the fact, I 
have several times taken off my hair-line when roach have been well 
oil the feed, and put on one of gut; 1 could then hardly take a fish : 
again I have changed for the hair-line, and again had excellent sport. 
Such has invariably been the case with me aud many experienced 
anglers of my acquaintanco ; therefore I should certainly recommend 
■ingle-hair to those who fish for roach, dace, bleak, and gudgeons; and 
assert without fear of contradiction that they will kill two for one to 
others who angle with gut however fine. The only reason I can assign 
for this difference is, that gut swells and ever retains a sliining glossy 
appearwee injUie water, and also that small beads or bubbles accumulate 
about it» whioii increase ita apparent bulk and probably alarm the fish." 

The Qdt Line (made of silkworm^tj is, next to hnir, the most 
esteemed article for foot-lengths or Cattlriff-linet, and being of great 
strength, durabiity, and transparency, aud of every required fineness 



APPENDIX ON PISHING-TACELE. 


827 


or thickness, has many advantages ; indeed many give it a vciy distinct 
preference. It is used by anglers in roach and other fine fishing as well 
as by all fly-fishers, whether for trout or salmon ; and for spinning 
tackle, or, where fish run large, is twisted to the necessary stron^h. 
From two to four yards are commonly used as lengths to he added to 
the reel-line, either for bottom or fly fishing! Sometimes in fine fishing 
a line is formed entirely of gut; but more frequently it has a spun-hair 
or silk line added to the upper or rod-end. 

Gut is distinguished according to its thickness into salmon-gut and 
trout-gut The salmon-gut when best is as thick as a large pin, and 
the p^ fit for use abrat twelve indiM long.^ The trout-gut is of 
the thickness of sewing siUf, or finer, and fobm nine to fifteen indi^ 
long. To be good, it ahould be rounds smooth^ and dear, and may be 
tested by drawing it through the hand. Gut diould be thoroughly 
wet before any attempt is made to bend ft into a knot, as more fldi are 
lost from the gut sfie{|bthan from its breakiug. The same care 
should be taken, on ooming to the water-aide, before a oast is made. 
Gut is apt to fray, which may be partially prevented by waxing it. 

In both hair and gut lines the black wbippiogs with ahoemaker^s 
wax, usual in purchued linea are apt, when fish are shy, to attract 
their attention as much as tie bait, and so prevent sport In fly- 
fis^g these black specks are often the cause ox folse rises, both from 
large and small fish, but particularly the latter, which mistako the 
black whipping for a gnat Many anglers, therefore^ to avoid this 
inconvenience, either use clear wax, or content themselves with the 
water-knot ; but this is neither so neat or so strong, and the ends of 
the gut are apt to catch evexy small straw on tiie water. 

Silk and Haiu- Running Lines, for trout, salmon, and fly-fishing 
generally. These, which ore called by the dealers *' patent taper silk 
and hair lines,” are of difibrent degrees of strength and thickness, and 
are wove together with great evenness, and therefore run very freely on 
the reel ; and being besides, with ordinary care, very durable, they are 
generally preferred^ For trout, they should not be less thixk twenty 
yards long, and where heavy fish resort, and the waters are wide^ thirty 
or forty are not too many. * 

Lines aro also made of platted silk and hair, wll^igh do not twist, and 
are said to have all the advantages of the spun line, but ‘dearer. They 
ore usually of a brown tint. 

For tfdmon^ the running line should never be less than sixty yards, 
and where large fish may be expected, eighty or a hundred are not too 
much. They are even made to the length of two hundred. When of 
these length^ it is not usual to taper the line until within a few (say 
twenty) yards of the end. 

All such lines require a foot or' bottom length, which is a veiy 
important adjunct Unless where very fine fishing with one hair is 
required, silkworm-gut (twisted for salmon) is the general article used. 

Indian Weed is made from a grass pmliar to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, and was formerly much used by fly-fiMiers, but is now 
pretty well superseded, and only used for sea-fishing It is veiy strong 
at first, but does not keep well, and is apt to get brittle and break 
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Tho Homhuib BmiraroLiMi isnowiiis&iiiiMtiind of 'svsij jsngibf 
wHh tho foqoliits tsp«v and beliig without ailk, iaohtabed at ra 
aaay aapauae. Bj maana of apliiiiiiig mitaad of plaiSlibg^ it is made 
unubrm, and without knots; and by raeent improTameiil» is peif(^y 
firaa fh>m pipjaoting anda* As it preaenras its firmness and elasticity 
Mter in the water than silk, which, after being soaked, is apt to get 
beaTj, it is thrown with more steadiness and precision. But it is not 
pliant enough to pass the reel or the rod-rings so pleasantly as the i^un 
silk and hair. 

Flatted Silk Likes without Hair are often used as running lines 
by bottom fishers. They are manufactured of every colour, and being 
durable, fiexihle, and very tough, are well calculated for running linea 
in trolling, minnow-spinning, barbel, and carp fidiing, &c. ; in which 
cases, 20 or 30 yards of this line being on the reel, one end of the gut 
Bne is attached to it *But however sufficient for bottom fishing, the 
ailk plat is wholly unfit for fijr-lines from its weight and great absorption 
of water; but when mixed with hair, itis very good. 

The Frefared Eioht Plat Silk Line, ^led ** patent,*' is a new 
manufactured running lino, which bids fair to supersede the platted silk 
lino heretofore in use for trolling. It is perfectly round and firm, 
much more so even than the silk and hair line, and forms excellent 
salmon fly lines. It has tho advantage, when well made, of neither 
kinking nor ravelling, and is, therefore, well calculated for trolling and 
iniunow-spinning. It is sold ut about 3d, a yard, and the small, as of 
more difficult manufacture, as well as the extra stout, at itf. 

The compound called India-rubber Line, which is made of platted 
silk, preparkl with caoutchouc, and not liable to clink, is perhaps the 
best and strongest which can be used for a rod line, especially for trolling. 

The Derby Silk Line, which is used chiefly for common purposes, is 
the cheapest, being sold at from Is. to Is. Gd. for lengths of forty yaxds. 

is ohiofly in use as boys’ lines. 

Water Cord is used for eels, trout, pearch, and other night-roving 
fish ; and as ,the largest fish arc usually oii the feed at night, the 
materials of which sucli lines are made must be proportionably strong, 
imrticulorly for eels, whose powerful struggles require great strength. 
Platted hemp (which does not kink, and may bo had waterproofed), is 
Xweferahle, os water cord is very apt to kink or tangle. 

The Paternoster Line, for pcarch-fishing, is made of strong gut or 
gimp, on which are suspended at intervals of eighteen or twenty-four 
inches, three or more hooks ; Uio whole connected with the reel line by 
a fine steel swivel. 

The Chain Line is also a night line, and must be of still stronger 
manufacture, requiring not less than ft'om 1 0 to 20 yards of strong 
water cord, or platted hemp, having {>endaut from it, at ovciy two or 
three yards, lialf a yard of jdatted fine, whipcord, or gimp, with proper 
single eeMiooks.1 

Ofun'al ffdfcfrafiofis on Zinc.*. — Lines phfuld be dried well before 
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pwft «i ftur TClnni fir^ and nind it thinly oirar tha baok 

of a duihri or tpread it about in laigo coila. 

HOOKS. 

, Tha .principol vuiotlea now in uao aro :— 

1. Kibbt. 2. Liyiu ^ . 8. Kikdal. 4. SnoK-BHiQ. 

^ ...The Kzkbt book ia dHPWhiidi is prindpallv uaed by Englidi 
The circular fonn of ibi bend inolining uighUy to an angular 
'flexure about its centre^ aeema peculiarly &vourable for rvfamfi^ a 
.fish when hooked. This hook omi now Wn a general fiivourite for 
nearly two centuricfli during which period it haa undergone gradual 
improTcment ; and as its 18 aiaea are regiatered in many of the treatiseB 
on anglings and the numbera are still recognised, we think it as well to 
annex Salter's figures of them, the original out happening to be in our 
possession. — (See Angling Apparatia^ Plate 1.) 

The Limerick hooks are commonly well manufactured, and some 
anglers prefer them to all others for their temper ; and among them 
the distinguished author of Salmonia,** who says, never use any 
hooks for salmon-fishing except those that I am sure have been made 
by O'Shaughnessy of Limerick.** 

The Kendal hook has also its admirers. In our early angling we 
always used them ; and if we could procure them somewhat shorter in 
the shanks, there are some sorts of fine fishing in which thoir acuteness 
of angle in the barb would be an advantage. We are disposed to 
think, also, that for the gristly-mouthed fisli, they would, if shortened, 
bo less liable to be retracted &an barbs which project ; but in leather- 
mouthed fishes they are decidedly objectionable. Their butt» and tho 
part to wliich tho barb is attached, forming nearly parallel lines, render 
them preferable to the LimerUk hooks in not retreating from tiie bite, 
— a superiority which admits of mathematical proof. 

The Sneck-bend projects laterally in its barb from the parallel of 
the butt, diverging gi^ually from the bend about the eighth of an indh 
to the right or left of the shank, commonly the loft Tho angular 
fonn of tho. bend gives an unnatural appearanco*to th(f worm, which 
makes it objectionable (although not so fur gentles) ; nor is it adapted 
for paste, the square corner bend being difiScult to cover, and the piute 
liable to bo soon washed bare. 



1. Kirbr. S. Liinorick. 3. KeudaL 4. Soeck-bend. 

There are many other kinds of hooks, but the pretended advantages 
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of one hook over the other are very problematical : the great object is 
to get them well made, neither so soft as to draw like a pin, nor so 
brittle as to snap on a slight pressure. 

A good hook should bo well tempered, and, for siorae purposes, belong 
in the shank t whatever portion is superfluous ii> h '"^^ing a shortpbodied 
fly can easily be taken off with a pair of nippers. Some flies, as the 
dragon-fly, the stone-fly, and the spider-fly, require to be dressed very 
long in the body, and therefore call for long-shanked hooks. A long 
shank is likewise necessary for worm-fishing; and if it taper off a little, 
it offers a neater dress fpr a fly, and a neater whipping for any other 
bait. Thero should be small indentations on the shank to sustain the 
whipping. 

Barbel Hooks differ from other hooks only in being made of much 
stronger wiie, by which they gain an increase of strength without a 
coiTesponding increase of linear dimensions; in other words, the 
capacity fpr resistance in a No. 3 barbel-hook i- ' . d to that of a 
No. 1 of the common sort; and this is evidently o' :auch consequence 
on some occasions, where the fish, though large, stj ong, and violent, is 
very wary, and has a small mouth. 

. Eel Hooks form also a separate variety, and are made either double 
or single.— (See Plate 1 of Angling Apparatus, figs. 3, 4.) These, like 
the barbel hooks, are made massive, and are less highly tempered than 
the usual hook^, that they may not snap by the struggles of these fish. 
The bend is ustudly rather square, the shank shor^ and the point bent 
inward, to avoid acratchine the eel In its suction of the bait 

As on the material of which a hook is made the angler's luceess so 
much draends, it is very necessary that each hook be tried before it 
is appended to the line. Every fish-hook should resist all ordinaiy 
force applied without snappingi To try the points apply the thumh^ 
nail to them, and if they neither bend nor breidc tb^ are fit for the 
puipose wanted. The general stren^h of the whole hook may be 
jud^d by mserting the point of one in a cork, or piece of soft wood, 
and forcing it. 

The Oarr-HOOK, which may or may not be barbe^ is an instrument 
tuBed in landing large fish. — Plate 1 of Angling Apparatus.) As it 
is somewhat inoontenient to carrv when attached to its rod or staff, 
various wayAo render it portable have been devised. It is sometimes 
slung across the shoulders Attached to a short stafi^ 2 feet 6 inches or 
3 feet^ and sometimes affixed to a telescope-haqidle, whi(^ sliding into 
a very riiort length can be carried in a side-pocket. Some adopt the 
plan of having the gaff-stick in two or three pieces, about 18 inches 
each, to screw toother similar to a gun-cleaning stick, which can bo 
carried detached in pockets made for the purpose, inside the left front 
of the fishing-jacket. The time when the gaff, mounted on its rod, 
proves particulorlv convenient, is in pike or salmon-fishing, when tho 
angler is alone, when portability is not an object, the gaff should be 
fixed on a rod, about 5 feet 6 inches long, of hickory, as fir is hfurdly 
to be depended on where much stress is to be laid on it. The gaif 
rod is eminen^y useful in wading streams, and it may be used as a 
landing-handle, with the portable or hinged landing-net. Of late years 
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a doMt ^ff-hooh has been invented, which differs from the singlo 
hook in being fumished with a cutting instrument^ on a lateral hinge, 
at the back of it, by which weeds and even boughs may be severed. 
It folds up securely. 

In conduding this paper on hooksy wo think it may be convenient 
to give such illustrations as we have at hand of gorge, snap, salmon, 
and other hooks, baited in the usual manner ; the fij^res will qieak 
for themselves. See Plates 8, 4, 5, of Angling A^garaJtns, 


FLOATS. 

Floah differ according to the nature of the water fished in, the kind 
of fish angled for, and the state of the weather; and are commonly 
made of cork, reed, wood, or quills. In deep and rapid streams where 
the line has to be much shotted, and especially where live bait is used, 
couk floats are the best. These are made of all shapes and sizes, and 
ore variously fitted with swan, porcupine, or goose quill, or with wood, 
made waterproof. For trolling they are generally merely bored. They 
should swim critically true, and not project unnecessarily above the 
level of the water. e 

Reed fiotUi are sometimes used in fine fishing for roach and dace in 
deep waters, on account of their lightness and buoyancy. They are 
xnade of pieces of reed or cane^ cemented in the manner of a telesoope, 
and reqiim to be carefully stopped at the joints. But they are liablo 
to oiaok and get water-logged. 

Plugged or single quill floats^ with wood endi^ art the most 
common and the dheapest ; but when weU made ^Ubh they often 
are not) they cure very durable and convenient. (See Plate 2 of Jtnglmg 
AjppariiuB, fig. 4.) Although goose-quill floats, when properly prepared, 
seem to answer the purpose fully, yet the bwav-quill obtains a geneiaT 
preference. * 

douhU quill or tijhcapped Jloat, called also the patent teqper quUl 
float, is a great fiivourite among professed bottom-fishers, pornoularly 
for roach and other fine-biting fish, os carp^ tench, Ac. (1^ Plate 2 cw 
Angling Apparatus, fig. 5, hut our rqgresentatum of it it not thick enoutfli 
in the centre.) It should be thick in the centre and*taper at both ends ; 
the central portion being mode of the iaigest swanquill, graduated with 
lesser swan-quills, the ends fitted with goose-quill, afid sometimes 
ivory or tortoise-shoU. Its advantages are that it sinbi at the slightest 
possible nibble, enables you to sti&e with greater predsion than a 
plugged float, and, owing to its form, disturbs the watw less than any 
other kind. 

The Porcupine quill, merely used with caps, is a very universal float, 
and for fine fishing in still waters is as good perhaps aa any. As a 
general rule, the smaller the float, the fiswer the number of uiot, and 
the finer your bottom tackle, the ^eater will be your success. 
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WINCHES, OR REEL'>, 

WiiMhm or ndi are indiapenflable to tho ang. unless he chooses to 
fidi ohIt when there ere to a certunty no The four prin- 
cipal kinds of reels are the plain, the check, 11- >1 Implying, wd the 

multiplying check. Th^ fasten to the rod by t' ■ of a longitudinal 
groove and a collar or ring of brass or leather slips over and 

secures it, or by a brass hoop and screw, (hi- ^ t'fUng AppartUus 
Plate 2.) 

•Opinion is divided as to the merits of the check and the 
multiplying reel. The fly-fishors north of the 'P f'l still prefer the 
ein£^o reel, as in playing salmon and veiy larg< lisli, the inultiplier 
has the disadvantage of a want of power when aiiv resistance is offered 
beyond that of a very moderate-sized fish, and Is found greatly to 
, increaso ^e strain and incommode tho action. And of late, the single 
reel has been improved by increasing the diameter of the wheel without 
enlarging the frame, which adds materially to its speed. 

ThemuU^lyint; reel howeverposBes|Bs, under ormnary circumstances, 
great advant^fes, porticulairly for moaerate resistance, and is desirable 
in trouts graylingi and other fly-fishing. An important one is the 
increased velocity with which it veers out or takes in the line. The 
addition of the &eck (a kind of break) to the reel is desirable, as it 
prevents the line from entangling. 

There are two varieties of the multiplying reel, one wUh the crank 
or mncK in ike centre of the hox, and the other with it at the eide. There 
is also a reel, called Cheeterman'e edf-winding red, containing a spiral 
springy which acta like the spring of a window-blind, in winding up the 
line by its own force. It has the advantage of grinding up with great 
speed, but;there is a difficulty in modifying it at will. 

An improvement has lately been introduced in respect to the handle 
of the vouch, which shuts down with a spring, so as to prevent the 
running-line ^ting foul of it, an accident very liable to happen in the 
' old form. There are sundry othm* improvements, real or imaginary, 
which we hipre no inclination or apace to record. 

We have spoken of winches and reels as one and the same thing, and 
they are so regarded by alf the writers on Angling. But the dealers in 
fishing-tackle catalogue those made of braes as Winches, and those made 
of box as Bede, The latter ore only used in pike-fishing. 

Miscellaneous. 

It seems desirable to notice a fow novelties in the way of artificial 
baits, which have been invented of late years. 

Tus Canadiait Sfooit Bait (for salmon-fishing), made of all sizes, 
from ono^ to six inches long, concave and i!onves, shaped in other 
respects like il fish, coppered on one side and silvered on tho other. 
This rmorkabre bait is used with a swivel, and assumes the appearance 
of a brilliant glittering fish, and has been found veiy effective. 
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Archzmedian Minnows, Gudgeons, and Dace, which have bent or 
screwed tails to make them apin. 

Pectoral Minnows and Gudgeons, hsTing projecting pectoral fins. 

Glass, Brass, Peari^ Silver, and Gilt Minnows, Gudgeons, &c. 

Flexible Flt-Mtnnow, made of India-rubber, painted and gilt 

Flexible India-rubber and Gutta-Percha Minnows and 
Gudgeons. 

Artificial Water-Rats, Frogs, Mice, Worms, Gentles, Beetles, Ac. 

Kill-devils (as mentioned at page 137.) 

\* We have endeavoured to give rules and directions for the 
gui^nce of the tyro living at a distance from the means of personal 
selection and inquiry. Our advice is, notwWuAandlng any printed 
instructions, to consult and rely upon some rospectable tradesman, 
especially if he be a practical angler ; in which cose he is sure (as a 
writer has it) to be an honest man.” Several of the principal dealers 
publish a detailed catalogue of their wares, which will be found both 
convenient and suggestive. 




Kirby-liookfl.— SlKOfi from No. 1 to 13. 

the hook 
^heiiopth. 

S- forextrlcatinir the Uno from wee*l> 

S* t’lwlM^rinsr. Lina nu<l Tliiinib.windcr. 

I. Ofttr, or LAndlng-hook, witli Ri'-l of 5 ft, g \u alt i * 


1. Diaffon^er: for dlscn^nifring 

2. Folding-plninmct, to take 1 
n. 4. Kol-hookft. 




1. Mnitiplyinff Winch^with gmovo fittinff, 

2. Singlo or Common winch, with bra«a hoop and aerow. 
Cork Float (sinall> 

4. PlniT Float (goose-quill and wood). 

5. Ti|v«apped or taper quill Hoat (too thin in oentre). 

G. Plummet to take the depth. 
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1. Sin^'lo-ho4>ks r**r Livc^K-iit; two dillcriMi: m-ides of > vitiju-'. 

rouMc-hooIw. wiih thit-liook attache^], for Livv-L'»ii. 

:i. Minnow tiaiteil for Hpiuninit; with swivt-:?. 

4 . Ucail-hook, ands;ttnc baited. 










THE COMPLETE ANGLER 


FAST II. 


BEIKO 

INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO ANGLE FOR A TROUT OR 
GRAYLING IN A CLEAR STREAM : 

liY CHARLES COTTON, 

OF BFRERFOrW IK TffC TKAIC, ESQ. 




SOME ACCOUNT 


or TIIK 


LIFE AND WRITINGS 


CHARLES COTTON. ESQ. 

COMPII.FD FROM THE MEMOIR OP 

SIR JOHN HAWKINS. 


Charlks Cotton, Esq., was descended from an honourable 
iiimily, of the town and county of Southampton. His g^ndfather 
was Sir Cioorgre Cotton, Knight ; and his grandmother, Cassandra^ 
1 iin heiress of a family named MacWilliam. The issue of their mar- 
riage was a daughter, named Cassandra, who died unmarried; 
and a son, named Charles, who settling at Ovingden, in the county 
of ^iiissex, married Olive, the daughter of Sir John Stanhope, of 
Elvaston, in the county of Derby, Knight, half brotlier to Philip, 
the first Earl of Chesterfield, and ancestor of the present Earl of 
Harrington, — and by her had issue, Charles, the author of the 
ensuing Dialogues. 

Of the elder ('hnrles, wo learn from unquestionable authority, 
tliat ho was, even when young, a person of distinguished parts and 
aeoomplishments ; for in the enumeration of those eminent persons 
whom Mr. llvde, afterwards the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, ohoso 
for his friends and associates, while a student of the law, wo 
find Mr. Cotton mentioned; together with Ben Jonson, Mr. 
Sclden, Mr. John Vaughan, a&rwards Lord Chief Jnstioe; 
Sir Konelm Digby, Mr. Thomas May, the translator of Lnoan, 
and Thomas Carew, the poet. The charaeten of these several 
persons arc exhibited, with the usual elegance and aoounuqr of 
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their author in the ‘‘life of Edward, Earl of Clarendon,’^ 
written by himsdf, and. lately publirii^: that of Mr. Cotton 
herefollowB:— 

<< Charles Cotton was a gentleman, bom to a competent fortune, 
and so qualified in his person and education, that for many yeara 
he continued the greatMt ornament of the town, in the esteem of 
those who had been best bred. His natnaal parts were very great, 
his wit flowing in all the parts of conyersation : the superstructure 
of learning not raised to a considerable heieht ; but having pas^d 
some years in Cambridge,— and then in hmnoe, — and conversing 
always with learned men,— his expressions were ever proper and 
signmeant, and rave great lustre to his discourse upon any argu- 
ment ; so that ho was thought by those who were not intinmte 
with him to have been much better acquainted with books than 
he was. He had all those qualities, which in youth raise men to 
the reputation of beina fine gentlemen ; such a pleasantness and 
gaiety of humour, suen a sweetness and gentleness of nature, and 
such a civility and delightfulncss in conversation, that no man, 
in the court or out of it, appeared a more accomplished person ; all 
these extraordinary nuabiications being supported by as extra- 
ordinary a clearness of course and fearlessness of spirit, of which 
ho gave too often manifestation. Some unhappy suits in law, and 
waste of his fortune in those suits, made some impression on his 
mind ; which — being improved by domestic afflictions, and those 
indulgencics to liimself which naturally attend those afflictions — 
rendered his age less roverenoed than his youth hod been, and 
gave his best friends cause to have wished that he had not lived so 
long.” 

Our author was born on the 28th day of April, 1630. And 
having, as we must suppose, received such a school education 
at qualified him for an university, he was sent to Cambridge, 
where also his father had studied: he had for his tutor Mr. 
llolph llawssn, once a FcUow of Braxen-noso College, Oxford, 
but who had been ejected *from his fellowship by the Parliament 
visitors, in 1648. This person he has gratefully celebrated in a 
translation of an<* Ode ” of Johannes Secundus. 

What was the course of his studies ; whether they tended to qua- 
lify him for cither of the learned professions, or, U) famish4iim 
with those endowments of general learning and polished manner:>. 
which are requisite in the character of a gentleman, we know not : 
it is however certain, that in the university be improved his 
knowledge of the Greek and Roman classics, and became a perfect 
master of the French and Italian languages. 

But whatever were the views of his mther hi placing him at 
Cambridge, wo find not that he betook himself in earnest to the 
pursuit of any lucrative profession ; it h true, that, in a poem of 
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bbiirrituigy lie hinU that he had a smattering of the* law, which 
he had gciten 

** More by pnetiee, tbsa reading ; 

Qy sitting 0* th* bench while others were pleading.'* 

But it is rather probable, that, returning from the university to 
his frthex^s, he, ^dieted himself to the lighter kinds of stud^r, and 
the improvement of a talent in poetry, of whieh he found himsdf 
possessed : and also, that he might travel abroad, — for, in one of 
his poems, ^ he says he had been at Boon. His father having mar- 
ried a lady of a Derbyshire family, and she being the daughter 
and heiress of Edwaid Beresford, of Beresford and Enson in 
Staffordshire, and of Bentley in the county of Derby, it may bo 
presumed that the descent of the familv seat at Beresford to her 
might have been the inducement witn her husband to remove, 
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ford, a village near the Peak in Derbyshire, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Dove, — a Hiver that divides the counties of 
Derby and Stafford, and of which the reader will be told so much 
hereafter. 

And here, wc may suppose, the younger Mr. Cotton, tempted 
by the vicinity of a river plentifully stored with tish of the nest 
kinds, to have chosen angling for his recreation ; and, looking 
upon it to be, what Walton rightly terms it, an art, to have 
applied himself to the improvement of that branch of it, Ashing 
with an artidcial Ay. To this end, he mode himself acmiointed 
with the nature of aquatic insects, with the forms and colours of 
the several Aies that arc found on or nciur rivers, the times of 
tlicir appearance and departure, and the methods of imitating 
them witli furs, silks, feathers, and other materials ; in all which 
I'esearches, he exercised such patience, industry, and ingenuity, 
and succeeded so well, that having, in the following Dialogue, 
communicated to the public the result of his ckperie&ce, he must 
be deemed the great improver of this '^'elegant recreation, and d 
benefactor to his posterity. 

There is reason to think, that, after his leaving the university, 
he was received into his father’s family ; for we arc told that his 
father, being a man of bright parts, gave him themes and authors 
whereon to exercise his judgment and learning, even to the time 
of his entering into the state of matrimony; the Arst fruit of 
which exercises was, as it scorns, his Elegy on the gallant Lord 
Derby.” 

In I696, bein? then twenty-six years of age, and before any 
patrimony had descended to him, or he had any visible means of 

' The Wonders of the Peak.” 
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nhiMtiBg a fimiily, he mairied a distant aalaliiio, linbdiay 
danghterof SirThmnuHiitdhinBon^ of Owtliorp, in the oonnty <n 
Nottinghani, Knt. The distress in whioh this step night have 
invdlyM him, was averted hj the death of his fathw, in 1658, an 
event that put him into the oosaession of the familv estate: bu^ 
from the charaoter of his fsttier, as given by Lord Clarendon, it 
oannot be supposed but that it was struggling with law-suits, and 
laden with incumbranoes. 

The great Lord Falkland was wont to bay, that he “pitied 
unlearned ^ntlemen in rainy weather: ” Mr. Cotton might Mssibly 
entertain we same sentiment; for, in this sit.iation, we find that 
his employments were — study, for his delight and improvement, 
and iiwng, for his recreation and healw; for each of which 
several employments, wo may suppose he chose the fittest times 
and seasons. 

In 16G3, he published the “Moral Pbiks^hy of the Stoics ; ” 
translated — from the French of Monsieur de Vaix, President of the 
Parliament of Provence — ^in obedience, os the Preface ii^orms 
us, to a command of his father, doubtless with a view to his im- 
provement in the science of morality ; and this, notwithstanding 
the book had been translated by Dr. James, the first keeper of the 
Dodlcian Library, above three score years before. 

His next publication was “ Soarronides, or Virgil Travestie,” 
being the first book of Virgil’s “ud^is,” in English bur- 
Icsouc; 8yo, 1664. Concerning which, and also the fourth 
booK, translated by him, and afterwards published : it mav be 
sufficient to say, that, for degrading sublime poetry into aog- 
grel, ticarron’s example is no authority ; and that, were the 
merit of this practice greater than many men think it, those 
who admire the wit, the humour, and the learning of “ lludibras,’* 
oiimnot hut be disgusted at the low buffoonery, the forced wit, 
and the coarseness of “ Virgil Travestie,” — and yet the poem 
lias its admirers,* is commended by Sir John Suckling, in his 
“ Session of the I’oets,” and has passed fourteen editions. 

Soon after, he engaged in a more commendable employment ; a 
translation of the “ History of the Life of the Duke aKspcrnoii,” 
fropi 1598, where D’ A Vila's history cuds, to 1642 — in twelve 
books : in which undertaking he was interrupted by au ap[K)int> 
ment to some place or |M)8t, which he hints at in the iTeface, 
but did not hold long ; as also by a sickness that delayed the 
publication until 1670, when the book came out in a folio volume, 
with a handsome Dedication to Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

In the same fear, being the fortieth of liis age, — and, liaving 
been lionourtMl with a captain's commission in the army, — ho was 
scut to Ireland : which event he has recorded, with s^me parti- 
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eobr.aaeiniitaiioei tonohing tha fMmne of hii life, in a Imihimio 
poem, oaOed **A Voyage to Irelaad;” ottelessly written, but 
aboimding in humouroue deaoription. He thui desoribei hie 
jonmqr to the place of Ida emborution in Wales 

A guide I bed got, wbo demanded gnat valla. 

For eondnoting me over the moiintama of Walea, 

Twenty good ehillinga^ wbiob anre Tory large ia : 

Tet tlmt would not serve, but I must bear charges : 

And yet, for all tbat, rode astride on a beast 
The worst that ere went on three legs^ 1 protest ; 

It certainly was the most ugly of jades, — 

His hips and bis rump made a right ace of spades ; 

His sides were two ladders, well spnr-gaird witbaL 
His neck was a helve, and bis bead was a mall : 

For bis colour, — ^my pains, and your trouble, 1*11 spare ; 

For the creature was wholly denuded of hair, 

And, except for two things, as bare as my uail, 

A tuft of a mane and iPsprig of a tail. 

)fow, such as the beast was such was the rider, — 

With a head like a nutmeg, and .legs like a spider ; 

A voice like a cricket, a look like a rat ; 

The brains of a goose, and the heart of a cat. 

Even such was my guide, and his lieast : let them pass. 

The one for an horse, and the other an ass.*' 

In this poem he relates, with singular pleasantry, that, at 
Chester, coming out of church, he was takeu notice of hv the 
mayor of the city, for liis rich garb, and particularly a gold belt 
that he then wore ; and by liim invited borne to supper, and very 
liospitably entertained. 

In the following year he published a translation of the tragedy, 
entitled **Lcs Horaces,” t, e. the **Horatii,” from the Prench 
of rierre Corneille ; and in 1674, ** The Pair One*^of Tunis,” a 
novel, translated also from the Prenah, as also a translation of 
the ** Commentaries” of Blaise de Montluc, Marshal of Prance, 
a thrasonical Gascon (as Lord Herbert has shown in lus ** History 
of Hen. Vlll.”} far better skilled in the arts of flight thap of 
battle. 

Ill 1675, Mr. Cotton published two little books ; ** The Planter’s 
^Manual, being instructions for Cultivating all sorts of Proit- 
trees,” 8vo; and a burlesque of sundry select Dialogues of 
Lucian, with the title of ** Burlesque upon Burlesque, or the 
Sootier .Scofled,” 1 2mo, which has much the same merit as the 
“ A'irgil Travestie.” 

Angling having been the favourite recreation of Mr. Cotton, 
for many years before this, wc cannot but suppose, that, the 
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paUiiMitiim of sodi a book as the Complete Angler” of Kri 
Walton had attracted his notice, and probably excited in him a 
deaiie to become acquainted with the anthor ; and that, Betting 
aside other ciroamBtanoes, the advantageouB ntoation pf Mr, 
Cotton, near the finest tront-iiver in the unborn, might condnoe 
to beget a great intimacy between them. Certain it is, that by 
the year 1676 they were united by the dosest ties cd friend- 
ship : Walton, as also his son, had been fireqnent Tisitants to 
Mr. Cotton, at fieresford; who for the accommodation of the 
former, no less than of himself, had erected a fishing-house on the 
bank of the riycr, with a stone in the front thereof, containing a 
cipher that incorporated the initials of both their names.' 

These circumstances, together with a formal adoption, by 
Walton, of Mr. Cotton for his son,^ were doubtless the induce- 
ments with the latter — to the writing of a Second Part of the 
** Complete Angler,” and, therein, to explain more fully the art 
of fismng cither with a^ natural or an artificial fiy, as also the 
various methods of making the lattir. The book, as the author 
assures us, was written in the short space of ten days: and 
first came abroad, with the fifth edition of the First Part, in the 
above year 1676 ; and over since, the two parts have been con- 
sidered as one book. 

The Second Part of the “ Complete Angler” is, apparently, an 
imitation of the First. It is a course of dialogues; between thf/ 
author, shadowed under the name of Piscator, — and a traveller, 
the ve^ person distinguished in the First Part by the name of 
Venator, and whom Walton of an hunter had made an anrfler : 
in which — besides the instructions there given, and the beautiful 
scenery of a wild and romantic country therein displayed — the 
urbanity, courtesy, and hospitality of a well-bred countn!’ gentle - 
man, ore represented to groat advantage. 

This booK might be thought to contain a delineation of the 
author’s character and dispose the reader to think tliat he was 
delighted with his situation, content w'ith his fortunes, and in short 
one of the happiest of men. Put his next publication' speaks a very 
different language : for — ^living in a country that abounds, abo^'«: 
all ^others in this kingdom, iu rocks, caverns, and subterraneous 
passages: objects that, to some minds, afibrd more delight than 
stately woods and fertile plains, rich inclosures, and other, the 
milder, beauties of rural natiirc--be seems to have been prompted, 
by no other than a sullen curiosity, to explore the secrets of that 
nether world ; and, surveying it rather wth wonder than philo- 

* Ah j'lvoTi on o^ir titlo-ivnro. 

• Bsp1ain««l in a noU* on a iti the .-havtor i.f this sfOvwt 

part. See {Vigo 
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Bopitical delight, to have given way to his disgust, in a desoription 
of the dseaiy and teizifie soenes round, and beneath him, in a 
poem (written, as it is said, in emulation of Hobbes’s '*De 
mirabilibuB Peed ”) entitled ** The Wonders of the Peak.” This 
he first pubUshed in 1681 ; and afterwards, with a new e^tion of 
the Travestie” and the ** Burlesque of Luoian.” 

But a nrater, and, to the world a more beneficial employ- 
ment^ at this time solicited his attention. The old translation of 
<< Montage’s Essays,” by the resolute” John Eloiio, as he 
styl^ humself, was ^ome obsolete; and the world were im- 
patient for a new one. Mr. Cotton not only understood h^endi 
with a critical exactness, but was well acquainted with the almost 
barbarous dialect in which tlmt book is written : and the freedom 
of opinion, and general notions, of men and things which the 
author discovers, falling in perhaps with Mr. Cotton^s sentiments 
of human life and manners, he undertook, and in 1685 gave to 
the world, in a translation of that author in three volumes 8vo, 
one of the most valuable booke in Hie English language ; in short, 
a translation that, if it does not (and many think it does, in some 
resects, transcend,) is yet nothing inferior to, the original. 
And, indeed, little less than this is to be inferred, from the 
testimony of the noble marquis to whom it is dedicated: who 
concludes a letter of his to Mr. Cotton, with this elegant 
encomium: ^^Pray believe, that he who can translate such an 
author, without doing him wrong, must not only make me glad, 
but proud of being his very humble servant, Halifax.” 

These are the whole of Mr. Cotton’s writing published in his 
life-time. Those that came abroad after his decejisc, were: 

Poems on several Occasions,” 8vo, 1689, a bookseller’s publica- 
tion, tumbled into the world without preface ; and a translation, 
from the French of the Memoirs of the Sieur de Pontis,” pub- 
lished in 1694, by his son, Mr. Beresford Cotton, and by him 
dedicated to tiio then Duke of Ormond, as hawing been under- 
taken, and completed, at the request of* the old duke, his grace’s 
grandfather. 

It is too much to be feared, that the difficulties ho laboured 
under, and in short the straitness of his circumstances, were the 
reasons that induced Mr. Cotton to employ himself in writii^ ; 
and, in that, so much more in translation than original oom- 
position. Whether through misfortune, or the want of economy, 
or both, it may be collected from numberless passages in ms 
writings, that Mr. Cotton’s circumstances were narrow; his 
estates encumbered with mortgages ; and his income less than 
sufficient for his maintenance in the port and character of a 
gentleman. AYhy, else, those querulous exclamatioiui against the 
clamours of creditors, the high rate of interest, and the extortions 
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of Qsiiren, that so fi^uently ooour in his poems P From which 
seyeral particulars, it seems a natural, and at 'the same time a 
melancholy inference, that he was an author and translator for 
hire. 

It is of all employments, one of the most painful, to enumerate 
the misfortunes and sufferings of worthy and deseryingmen ; and, 
most so, of such as have been distinguished for either natu^ or 
acquired endowments: but truth, and the laws of biography, 
obuM ns to relate as well adverse as prosperous events ; else, we 
would gladly omit that Mr. Cotton was during tiie whole of his 
life involvea in difficulties. Lord Clarendon says, of Cotton’s 
father, that ** he was engaged in law-suits, and had wasted his 
fortune ; ” and it cannot he supposed but that the son inherited, 
in some de^pree, the vexation and expense of uncertain litigation, 
together with ihe paternal estate ; and might, finally, be divested 
of great part of it: farther we may suppose, that the easiness of 
his nature, and a disposition to obuge others amounting even to 
imbecility, laid him open to the aiits of designing men, and gave 
occasion to those complaints of ingratitude and neglect which we 
meet with in his edo^es, odes, and other writings. 

It is ^e, that he was never reduced by necessity to alienate 
the family estate : nor were his distresses, uniformly, extreme ; 
but they were at times severely pungent. It is said, that the 
numerous pecuniary engagements into which he had entered, 
drew upon him the ‘misfortune of personal restraint; and that 
during his confinement in one of the city prisons, he inscribed, on 
the wall of his apartment therein, these alfecting lines : 

A prisfjn is a place of cure, 

Wherein no one can thrive ; 

A tonehstone, sure, to try a friend ; 

A grave, for men alive.'* 

And to aggravate his affiictions, he had a wife whom he appears 
to have tenderly loved, and of whom, in an ironical poen», entitled 
the “ Joys of Marriage,*’ he speaks thus handsomely : 

“ Yet with me 'tis out of i<e;i»on. 

To complain thus without 
Since the l>cst and sweetest fair 
Is allotted to my share : 

Ihit alas ! 1 lv>Te her so. 

That luy love creates my vi'O ; 

Vor if she l»e out of humour, — 

SStraight, displcas** d I do pre.«nine her. 

And would give the world it* know 
What it is offends her .'>0 ; 
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Or if she be disooatented, 

Lord, how am 1 then tormented \ 

And am ready to pennade her, 

Thai I hare unhappy made her ; 

Bnt^ if 8id[,— then I am dying, 

Meat and nied'cine both dtrfying/' 

This lady, the delight of his heart, and the partner of his sorrows, 
he had the misfortune to lose : but at what ^riod of his life is not 
certain. 

We might flatter ourselves that his sun set brighter than it 
rose; for his second marriage — ^whioh was with the Countess 
Dowager of Ard^lass, who possessed a jointure of fifteen hundred 
a-year, and survived him — might suggest a hope, that he would 
thereby have been enabled to extricate himself fix)m the great- 
est of his difficulties, and in reality to enjoy that tranquillity 
of mind which he describes with so much feeling in his ** Irregular 
Stanzas.” But this supposition seems to be contradicted by a 
fact, which the act of administration of his effects ujmn his 
decease discloses, viz. that the same was granted ** to Elizabeth 
Bludworth, his principal creditrix : the honourable Marv Countess 
Dowager of Ardglnss, his widow, Beresford Cotton, Esq., Olivo 
Cotton, Catherine Cotton, Jane Cotton, and Mary Cotton, his 
natural and lawful children, first renouncing.” 

The above act bearing date the 12th day of »Septcmber, 1687, 
fixes, perhaps, within a few days, the day of his death: and 
describes him us having lived in the parisli of 8t. James, West- 
minster: it also ascertains his issue, which were all by his 
first lady. 

There is a tradition tliat he had, by some sarcastic -expression 
ill Ills writings, so offended an aunt, that she revoked a clause 
in her will, whereby she hud bequeathed to him an estate of five 
liundrcd pounds a-year : but os two unlikely circumstances 
must concur to render such a report credible, great imprudence 
in himself, and want of charity in her. nnd'ther^is no|8Uch 
ofiensive passage to he found in any of liis writings ; we may 
presume the trudition to bo groundless. 

< the future lertiines of his descendants little is known, save 
that, to his son lieresford Cotton, was given a company in a 
regiment of foot, raised, by the Earl of Derby, for the service of 
King William ; and that one of his daughters became the wife of 
that eminent divine Dr. George Stanhope, dean of Canterbury, who 
— from his name being the same with that of Mr. Cotton’s mother — 
is conjectured to have been distantly allied to the family. 

The above are the most remarkable particulars, that at this 
time are recoverable, of the life of Mr. ('otton. His moral cha- 
racter is to be collected, and indeed does naturally arise, out 
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of the Beveral sentimeiits oontained in his writings. But the 
collected edition of his poems, consisting as it does of all such 
verses as the publishers could ^t together feolog^s, odes, and 
epistles to his friends, and tranwtions from Ai^nius,^ GatuUns, 
Martial, Corneille, Benserade, Guarini, and others), if pursued 
with a severe and indiscriminating eye may, perhaps, be thought 
to reflect no great credit on his memory, — ^for some of them are 
inexcusably licentions. 

Mr. Cotton was both a wit and a scholar, of an open, cheerM, 
and hospitable temper, endowed with fine talents for converpition, 
and the courtesy and affability of a gentleman, and was withal a 
great lover of angling. These qualities, together with the pro- 
found reverence which he uniformly entertained for his adopted 
father Wdton, could not but endear him to the good old man ; 
whose charitable practice it was, to resolve all the deviations from 
that rule of conduct which he had prescribed himself, not into 
vicious inclination but error. 

Thera are in his Poems on several Occasions” verses, to 
ladies in particular, of so courtly aift elegant a turn, that, bating 
their incorrectness, they might vie wiw many of Waller and 
Cowley ;>-K>thers there are, that bespeak him to have had a just 
sense of honour, loyalty, and moral rectitude, and in sundry parts 
of his writings, and even in Ids poems, the evidences of piety are 
discernible : among them is a paraphrase on that noble and 
sublime hymn, the eighth psalm. And in the poem entitled 
“ Irregular Stanzas,” are the following lines : — 

** l)enr solitude; the soul’s licst friend ; 

!)!)jat man, acquainted with himself, d>>.st mnkt*, - 
And all his Makers wonders, t* intend ; 

With thee I here converse at will, 

And would Iw glad io do so still, 

For it is thou, alone, that keep'st the soul awako.*' 

And lastly; in tKc following book, he, in the person of 
thus utters* his own seutiXnent of a practice which few that love 
fishing, and have not a sense of decorum, not to say of religion 
would in these days of licence forbear : “ A worm is so sure a bait 
at all times that, excepting in a flood, I would I had laid [mo] a 
thousand pounds that 1 did not kill tish, more or less, tvitli it-- 
winter, or summer— every day in the year ; thnst daffs ahcaijs 
excepted^ that upon a more serious account alivat/s niti^ht so to 
he:” from which it is but just to infer, that the delight Iw 
took in tishing was never a temptation with him t«.» profane tlie 
Sabbath. d. II. 



351 


TO MT 3COSI WOBTHT FATHER AND FRIEND, 

Mr. IZAAK WALTOX, The Elder. 

Sir, 

Beiog you were pleaeed, some years past, to giant me your free 
leave to do what 1 have here attempted; and observing you never 
retract any promise, when made iu favour even of your meanest 
friends, I accordingly expect to see these following particular direc- 
ticna for ike taking of a Trout, to wait upon your better and more 
general Itulei for dll sorts of Angling : and, though mine bo neither 
so ])erfect, so well digested, nor indeed so hancUomoly couched, os 
they might have been, in so long a time as since your leave was 
granted ; yet I dare affirm them to bo generally true : and they had 
appeared too in something a neater dress, but that 1 u*as surprised 
with the sudden news of a sudden new ^ition of your ** Complete 
Angler ; ” so that, having but a little more than ten days' time to turn 
me in, and rub up my memory,— for, in truth, I have not, in all this 
long time (done so), though I have often thought on’t, and almost ns 
often resolved to go presently about it, — I was forced upon the instant 
td scribble what 1 here present you : which I liave also endeavoured 
to accoiiiniodatc to your own method. And, if mine be clear enough 
for the honest Brothers of the Anglo readily to understand, which is 
the only thing I aim at, then 1 have iiiy end, and shall need to moke no 
further apology ; a writing of this kind not requiring, if 1 wore master 
of any such thing, any eloi{ucncc to set it off, or recommend it. So 
Ih.at it' you, in your hotter jiidgiiiciit, or kindness mtlior, can allow it 
piuss.'ible, for a thing of this nature, you will thou do mo honour, if thu 
Cjiphii', lixed anti carve*! in the front of my little fishing-house, may 
be hi-ro explained : and permit me to attend you in public, who, in 
lirivatc, have ever been, am, and ever resolve to be, Sir, * 

Vour iuo.st affectionate Sou and Servant, 


B}:KE.«5FORn, 

loV/ of March, 167.^-C. 


T<i MY MOST irOXOUttED FRIEND, 

CHARLES COTTON, Esu. 

Sju, 

YoJi now see I have returned you your very pleasant and useful 
tliscour-e of the Art of Flij-fishing, printed just as it was sent mo; 
fu* I iiavo been so oljoijiorit to your desire.?, as to endure all the praises 
you have ventured to fix upon me in it. And, when 1 have thanked 
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you for them, u the effects of en nndisiembled Ioyo ; theo, let me tell 
jo% Sir, thftt I will really endeaTour to live up to the ehaieeter you 
have given of me ; if there were no other reeson, yet» for ihie alone^ 
that you, that love me so well, and always think what yon apeak, may 
not, for my sake, auffer by a mistake in your judgment 
And, Sir, I have ventured to fill a pi^ of your margin, by way of 
paraphrase, for the reader’a clearer understanding the situation, both 
of vour Fiahing^house, and the pleasantness of that you dwell in. And 
I nave ventum also to give him a copy of vefter,— that you were 
pleased to send me, now some years past;— in which he may see a 
good picture of both ; and so much of your own mind too, as will make 
any reader, that is blest with a generous soul, to love you the better. 
1 confess, that for doing this you may justly judge me too bold : if 
you do, I will say so too ; and so far commute for my offence, that, 
though I be more than a hundred miles from you, and in the eighty- 
third year of my age, yet I will fotget both, and next month begin a 
pilgrimage to beg your pardon; for I would die in your favour; and 
till then will live. Sir, 

Your most affectionate Father and Friend, 


London, 
April *2d(Aj 









THE EETIJREMENT. 

IRREGULAR STANZAS, ' 

AOSRB8SEO TO 

MR. IZAAK WALTON. 


X. 

Farewell, thou busy w’orlil ! anil may 
We newr meet a)$aiii : 

Here I can cat, anil sleep, and pray, 

And do more go<Hl in one hliort ilay, 

Than he, who his whole a^ont wears 
U]Hui the most conspicnons theatres, 

AVhere ui>u^ht but vanity and vice do rei^u. 


tfooil (io»l I Ih.iw swt.H*t are all thuigs here ! 
llo^' beautiful the HeldH appear ! 

How cleanly do we feed and lie ! • 

Lord ! w'liat j^ood hours do %e keep ! 

How quietly we sleep I 
What {leace f what unanimity ! 

How' inn'jccnt from the lewd fashion. 

Is all 'Uir businvsH, all our I'ecn.'ation ! 

iir. 

f 'h, hrtw happy here's our leisure ! 

Oh, how innocent »ur plea'iiirc ! 

<.>h, ye valleys I ('h, ye m*>tnitains ! 

Oh, ye groves, and crystal lnuiitains, 

How 1 love at liUrty, 

Uy turn.-, Vt and visit ye I 


A A 
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IV. 

Dear Solitude, the sours best friend. 

That man acquainted with himself dost make. 
And, all his Maker’s wonders to entend, 

Witib l^ee I here converse at will. 

And would be glad to do so still. 

For, it is thou alone, that keep'si the soul awake. 


How calm, and quiet a delight, 

Is it, alone 

To read, and meditate, and w'rite ; 

By none offended, and uffending none 1 
To walk, ride, sit, or sleep nt one’s own ease 
And, pleasing a man’s self, none other to displease. 


M. 

Oh, iny iKslovcd Nymph ! fair Dove ! 
I’riiicess of Rivers ! how I l<»ve 

Upon thy floweiy banks to lie, 
And view thy silver stream. 

When gilded by a summer’s beam ! 
And in it, all thy w'antou fry, 
I’layingat Ulicrty : 

A\nd, with niy angle ii|K>n them, 

The all of treachery 
I ever learu'd imluslriouFily to try. 


\ II. 


Such >troaius, Rume’." yelKiw Tiber i .'li- “ . 

ThCrfHierian Tutfus. i>r Ligurian L'o: 

'TTie Maese, the DaiiuW. and the Khitio. 

Are puddle-watcr all, ci'nq«{ire*l with tbin*- : 

Ami Loire's pure stn-ains yvt tO'» p- llutc.! a;» 
With thine much purer to c>-tn] arc ; 

The nipid Uaronne, ami tin: winding .^\-iut\ 

Are ls»th t*»o moan. 

Beloved Dt»vo, with thot* 

To vii*^»riorily ; 

Nay, Thanic and Isis when Mibii-.it. 

And lay their Irojdiics at thy silv#.-r ut-t. 
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Oh, my beloved nM^s ! that rise 
To awe the earth and brave the skies : 

From some aspiring mountain's crown, 

How dearly do I love, 

Giddy witli pleasure, to look down. 

And from the vales, to view the noble heights above ! 
Oh, my beloved caves 1 from Dog-star's heat, 

And all anxieties, my safe retreat ; 

'What safety, privacy, what true delight, 

111 th' artificial night. 

Your gloomy entrails make,' 

Have I taken, do 1 take ! 

How oft when grief has itiade me fiy 
To hide me from society, 

£v’n of my dearest friends, have I 
lu your recesses* friendly shade. 

All my sorrows open laid. 

And iiiy most secret woes, entrusted to your privacy ! 


IX. 

I»rd ! would iiieii let me alcme ; 

What an uver-linppy one 
Should i think myself to Ik>, 

Might I, ill this ilesert place. 

Which most men in discourse disgra^v, 

Live hut undisturb'd and free ! 

Here, in this despisM recess, 

Wouhl 1, mangre winter's cold, 

And the sumiiier’s worst excess, 

Try to live <»ut to sixty full years ohl I * 

And, all the while, 

Withojt an envious ey** 

On any thriving under Fortiinti's smile, 

Coutenteil live, and then — ouitdiited die. 

k:. 

> Tills he did not, for lie was liorii 1030 and died lOST?^ 


▲ A 


n 





DruiNft.rd Well. 


THE FIRST DAY. 

CHAPTER I. 

C«.»NKKER>VE BETWEEN A COUKTRT liENTLKUAN FROPIOIENT JM FLT>FianiKG, 
A2fl> A TRAVKLLKIl WHu BKOUMEM 1118 ri'PlL.* 


riSCATOR JirNIOR, AND VIATOR. 

Pise, 




OU are happily overtaken, sir : nyiy 
a man be so bold as to enquire how 
lar you travel thistway 2 

Vwt, Yes, sure, sir, veiy freely ; 
tiioiigh it be a question 1 cannot 
veiy well resolve you,^s not know- 
ing myself how far it ’ 
where* I intend to-night 
my inn. 

*PiFC. Why then, sir, seeing 1 
perceive you to be a stranger in these 
parts, 1 8^11 take upon me to inform 
you, that from the town you last came through, called Brels- 



|rou,^8 not know- 
it ism^afabourn, 
-night to iak^up 


1 Tlip contents t<> the chAptere of this Seeond Pari wm first added bj 
the editor of the seventh eclition 1808 ), who also supplied the 
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[PAnn. 

ford,* it is #»« ; and you are notyet above half a mile 

on this side. 

Fiat. So much ! I was told it was but ten miles from 
Derby; and, metbinks, I have rode almost so far already. 

Pise. 0, sir, find' no fault with large measure of good 
land ; which Derbyshire abounds in, as much as most counties 
of England. 

Fun. It may be so ; and good land, I confess, affords a 
pleasant prospect : but, by your good leave, sir, large measure 
of foul way is not altogether so acceptable. 

Ptse. True, sir ; but the foul way serves to justify the 
fertility of the soil, according to the proverb, There is 
good land where there is fold way : ” and is of good use 
to inform you of the riches of the country you are come 
into, and of its continual travel and traffic to the country- 
town you came from : which is also very observable by the 
fulness of its road, and fhc loaden horses you meet cvery- 
wliere upon the way. 

Fiat. Well, sir, 1 will be content to think as well of your 
country as you would desire. And 1 shall have a good deal 
of reason both to think and to speak very well of y<)ii, if 1 
may obtain the happiness of your company to the fore- 
mentioned place ; provided your affairs lead you that wav, 
and tlmt tiny will permit you to slack yoin* ]):ice, out of 
complaeeufy to a traveller utterly a straniror in tliesi* 
parts, and who am !>till to wander further out of iny own 
Knowledge. 

J^isc. Sir, you invite me to mv own advantage, and I am 
ready to at/end you; my wav lying through that town: 
but my business, that ist. my home, some mi!e.s beyond it ; 
lioirever, I shall have time enough to lodge you in your 
quarters, ami aftiTwards to perform my own journey. In 
may 1 be so hold as to enquire the end of 

yoffr journey ? 


wiml Junior after Pik»*;Uor, the first time that desTj^Btit*!! (’ -tlin «vi'ur< 
ill eaeh of the tollowiiift eba|itvr«. The time at M hi»’h thew tliali>i;iu> arc 
HiipiMwcd tu take ^iiee in the lifisiniiiiii: of March. 

* llrelaford or nrailNford, .a t«>wn.shi|i in iho hitielr* .1 i.f AjJi'htrcc, in 
Dorhyahire, aituated aKmt six miles ?f.\V. nf .Ashlioiini, and thirteen mil«K 
from Derhy. U^aiNfeiid hnMvk ««*» *»rio* eelel»nile»J fi,r it-. tr>«t. hat i- in 
no gri'.tt. ivpntaUnn now.— Ki*. 
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Vtat. ’Tis iuto Laiyasliire, sir, and about some business 
of concern to a near relation of mine : for I assure you, I 
do not use to take so long joiirnies, as from Essex, upon the 
single account of pleasure. 

Pise. From thence, sir ! I do not then wonder you sliould 
appear dissatisfied with the length of the miles, and the 
foulness of the way ; though 1 am sorry you should begin 
to quarrel with them so soon : for, believe me, sir, you will 
find the miles much longer, and the way much worse, before 
you come to your jouniey’s end. 

Viat, Why truly, sir, for that, I am prepared to expect 
the worst ; but methinks the way is mended since 1 had 
the good fortune to fall iuto your good company. 

Pi«c. You are not obliged to my company for that : but 
because you are already past the w'orst, and the greatest 
part of your w ay to your Ipdgiiig. 

• riat, 1 am very glad to hear it, both for the ease of 
myself and my horse: but especially because I may then 
expect a freer enjoyment of your conversation : though the 
shortness of the way will, T fear, make me lose it the sooner. 

P/V. That, sir, is not worth your care; and 1 am sure 
you dosor\e nmeh bettor, for being content with so ill com- 
pany. But wc have already talked away two miles of your 
journ(*v ; fm*, from tin* brook before us, that runs at the 
toot of this >aiidy lull, you have but three miles ta Ashbourn. 

Vini, 1 meet evorv where in this country with these little 
brooks ; ami tluy look ns if tliev were full of fish. Have 
they nut trouts in thorn? 

iVifc. That is a question which is to bo excused in a 
slrangt*r, as um are : otherwise, gyre me leave^to tell you, 
ii would seem a kind of affront to our coiintiy, to make a 
doubt of wiiat we prelend to bo famous for next, if not 
lH?ti)re, our malt, wool, lead, and coal; for you 
stand, that we think we Irnvc as many Sue rivers, mMets, 
ami brooks, ns any country whatever ; and they are all full 
of trouts, and some of them the best, it is said, by many 
degivos ill England. 

Hat. 1 was first, sir, iii love witli you, and now shall be 
so enamoured of your country, by this account you give me 
of it, a$ to wish myself a Derbyshire man, or at least that I 
might live in it : for you must know I am a pretender to 
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the angle, and, doubtless, a trout afpxrds the most pleasure 
to the angler, of niiy sort of iish whatever ; and the best 
trouts must needs moke the best sport : but this brook, and 
some others I have met with upon this w‘ay, are too full of 
wood fop that recreation. 

JPite. This, sir ! why this, and several others like it, whicli 
you have passed, and some that you are like to pass, liavo 
scarce any name amongst us : but wc can show you as fine 
rivers and ns clear from wood, or any other iiieiimbraiicc to 
hinder an angler, us any you ever saw; and for clear, 
beautiful streams, Kantsliin; itself, by Mr. Izaak WaltonV 
good leave, can show none such ; nor I think any country 
in Europe.' 

Viat, You go far, sir, in the praise of your country rivers, 
and I perceive have read Mr. VTalton’s “ Complete Angler,** 
by your naming of llaiitahirc and I pray what is your 
opinion of that book ? 

Pine, Sfy opinion of Mr. Walion’.s book i.s tlic same with 
every man's that understands any thing of the art of 
angling, that it is an excellent g(X)d one ; and tliat the fore- 
mentioned geiitloman understands as much of fish, ami 
fishing, as any man living. But 1 must tell you further, 
that I have the happiness to know his person, and to be 
intimniely acquainteil with him ; and in him to know the 
worthiest man, and to enjoy the best and the truest friend 
any man ever had : nay, 1 shall yet acquaint you furtlu r. 
that he gives me h ave to call him father, and I hope is not 
vH ashamed to o^^n mo for his adopted son.- 

* *' Tills Evil* morn* viiU ii.«t l-.M ( A; at u- ■ ■ 

rertiiri inv-MnnH inirtums iff •flu* rhr‘ ■•t/c r i* rfwpi :iri i- * 

Thor ar#' v»n enin r)f.?r sfjfViM-. t ■ 

iW LAkVd. u \ \u tVii 

tivvA ■, wdvod, it iv. U. V \*\v M TUw 

amniitytuid hinfi ir<: hut r^t 

turn Savuuntt, amt tti*.- rctalivt s av. i vi.U Oii>Y>\iVi' i f ■ 

are ponnitted t4i ii*li Tli* W\t., m-ur ffaddi-n H;dl, .lud fit-iiafi rd 

fiixNik, rutitiiiiK I'y uti<t tliriiMali tli<> ICitrl of wvnl au-i •U>tuv-v.f --‘i, 

MX fr-^m Asht^^wn). sOn roniin fhetr f- f 

trout and gnylin^^- Kn. 

* Tbia alltiili's fi tho nnictiov of tlie anck-nt ali'hmmto ami aatri>)>t^'«rs, 
of adoptiug farnurite pcruona fur their »on8 or piipila, to vli»m they iin]<iirte(l 
their iiecrets. Ashnioie. in his “Diary',*’ p. 25, says, “Mr. Back house tol. I 
me 1 must novri&eeds U* his sou, ItccauRe he had c«.'minuuioHte>t ko many 
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Viat. In earnest, yr, 1 am ravished to meet with a friend 
of Mr. Isaak Walton’s, and one that does him so much 
right in so good and true a character: for 1 must boast to 
you, that 1 have the good fortune to know him too, and 
came acquainted with him mucii after the same manner I do 
with you; that he was my master who first taught me to 
love angling, and then to become an angler ; and, to be plain 
with you, 1 am the very mau deciphered in his book under 
the name of Venator; for 1 was wholly addictcMl to the 
cliacc, till he taught me us good, a more quiet, innoceul. 
and less dangerous, diversion. 

Fisc, Sir, 1 think myself happy in your acquaintance ; 
and before we part shall entreat leave to embrace you. You 
liavc said enough to recommend you to my best opinion ; 
for my father AValton will be seen twice in no man’s 
company he does not li|^e, and likes none but such as ho 
believes to be very honest men ; which is one of the best 
arguments, or at least of the best testimonies 1 have, that I 
either am, or that he thinks me, one of those, seeing I have 
not yet found him weanr of me. 

Viat, You speak like a truo friend; and, in doing so, 
render yourself worthy of his friendship. May I so 
bold as to ask your name ? 

Pise. Yes surely, sir, and if you please a much nicer 

question : my name is , and I intend to stay long 

enough in your company, if I find you do not dislike mine, 
to ask yours too. In the mean time, because we are now 
almost at Ashbourn, I shall freely and bluntly tell you, flint. 

I am a brother of the angle too ; and, pemventure, i^nii 
give you some instructions how to angle foF a trout in a 

U mo." k\v\ a l\ulc after, v* /i«4cr BacMioucte, 

{yMz ywk ill 0*hl me, ia the yf tlic 

fthilf/snithfT'M whirhhr l/vqumthvO oti*iv 

I'f V\iis» Uw VTWwwVmsi wA«:imuVi«ii 'vUtcU wmrvv 

was I'lmuiiuuiintw/, in Af^hitmlen *^Theiit, Cbetn. p. 440, In. 

itititiatoia ..r tiiiw pr»<!tic«s li^n ./oti».tn itfiremJ pemuis hw Mhft, 

to nuniVieT of twiAve «it fiiurU^n; nmoiig whom were, Onrtwrighi, 

llamlolfih, anil AlcxamWr And it should wem, hy the 

tliat tVidtoo fullttwecl the abore-mentioneil example!^ by adfiptiiia Gi>tt»ii 
for bis sun. In the Engiiah tnumfation nf the Scriptnree, the diaeipleN 
of the Fn^pheia are callcil **the Sona of the rroi«hete,'* with the Mine 
ai^iiiticsititin. — H. 
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clear riTer, that my father Walton ^imself will not dis- 
approve ; though he did either purposely omit, or did not 
remember, them, when you and he sat discoursing under 
the sycamore tree.‘ And, being you have already told me 
whither your journey is intendecl, and that I am better 
acquainted with the country than you arc ; I will heartily 
and earnestly entreat you will not think of staying at this 
town, but go oil with me six miles further to my house,* 
where you shall be extremely welcome ; it is directly in your 
way ; vre have day enough to perrorm our journey, and, ns 
you like your entertainment, you may there repose yourself 
a day or two, or as many more as your ncensions will permit, 
to recompense the* trouble of so imicli a longer journey. 

Viai. Sir, you surprise me with so frit^ndly an invitation 
upon so short ac(|uaintance : but how aclvantagenus soever 
it would be to nu*. and that mv *baste, perlmps. is noi so 
great, but it might dispense with * such a divertiseinent as 
1 promise myself in your company ; yet I cannot, in modesty, 
accept your ofler, and must therefore beg your pardon : *l 
could otherwise, I confess, he glad to wait upon you, if upon 
IK) other aecoiint hut to talk of Mr. hank Walton, and to 
receive those iiistruetion.s you say you an' able to give im* 
for the deceiving a trout ; in which art I will not deny. b\it 
tlmt T have an ambition to be one of ihi' greatest deceivers : 
though 1 cannot forbear freely to tell you, that I think ii 
liard to say much more than has hci u rca<l to me uptui iliat 
subject. 

Well, sir. T grant that Too; but you miiM lvuo\^ 
that the variety 0 / rivers require dillcrcnl ways of iin jlini: : 
however, yoii shall liavu the best vuh's 1 am able to giv»‘, 
and 1 will tell you nothing I bav.* not made myself as 
certain of, as any innu can be in thirty \e:irs c*xperienoe, for 
so been a dabbler in tluai art : and that, if yo\i 

pltWSrlo stay a few days, you shall ni a vi-ry groat im asure 

' StH* Tart I., f'li.'ip. V,. y. 1 l-l. 

" a liflli' ttw f ::fi * P it 

w JIM ft larjio fann-lh iiM' on tin* .Hvr.ptiTi -n •; M*-. Urtve.iatj trihK-i-. ?h. 

]»rt»|H‘rtv of itip Mao|uis Pt'iTNfor.! ; nn-J ito- iiKri^.r .irranj^nit'ns'i, 
aro Utld, «ri‘ pivttV iinirh tho n-i in ttn* T'mo ‘>f Otti Ti. a 

the rivor **iit4' ("x'.toirs fi'.liin.- !• ;» ^ 

* ». r. ftll ov. 
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see made good to yoy. But of that hereafter : and now, 
sir, if I am not mistf^en, I have half overcome you ; and 
that I may wholly conquer that modesty of yours, 1 will 
take upon me to to so familiar as to say, you must accept 
my invitation ; which, that you may the more easily be 
{)er8uaded to do, I will tell you that my house stands uimn 
the margin of one of the finest rivers for trouts and 
grayling in England : that I have lately built a little 
fishing-house utou it, dedicated to anglers, over the door of 
which, you will see the two first Tetters of my father 
Walton’s name and mine, twisted in cypher ; ' that you 
shall lie in the same bed he has sometimes been contented 
with,^ and have such country entertainment as my friends 
sometimes accept; and bt^ as welcome, too, as the best 
friend of them nil. 



Hie Wfiitvii Chamber in DAtuirord Halt 


Viaf, No doubt, sir,' but my Master Waltqn found good 
reason to he satisfied with his entertainment ii^iMMbJmuBe ; 
for you, who are so friendly to a mere stranger, who des^^es 
'!> little, iniMt ii^cds be c.xcecding kind and free to him who 
<iosei ves so nmeh. 

‘ As in the title -jiagc.' Waltos. 

* Mr. Ba^ster has. in niitiMii of given an engraving of the 

•'.'uni'll mantel piLi>' «.«f a U'tlriMtiii. “whieh/* he ohHenren, “may lie the 
viTv ri-viin that WaMmu iu ; m.iiiy eir':i:nstanccs unite to leafl to that 
r'liolusim,” 
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tUc. Believe me, no : and fmcli as arjt intimately acquainted 
with that gentleman, know him to be a man who will not 
endure to be treated like a stranger. So that his accepta- 
tion of my poor cntertiiininents, has ever been a pure eifect 
of his own humility and good nature, and nothing else. But, 
sir, we are now going down the Spittle Hill * into the town, 
and therefore let me importune you suddenly to resolvo, 
and most earnestly not to deny me. 

Yiat. In truth, sir, I am so overcome by your bounty, 
that I find 1 cannot ; but iinist render myself wholly to be 
disposed by you. 

Jrise. Why that’s lu^artily and kindly spoken, and I ns 
heartily thank you : and, being you have abandoned yourself 
to my conduct, we will only call and drink a glass on horse- 
back at the Talbot, and away. 

/7a/. 1 attend you. But wlip/ pretty river is this, that 
runs under this stone bridge? lias it a name ? 

Pnre. Yes, ’tis called Henmore,* and has in it both trout 
and grayling ; but you wdll meet with one or two better 
anon. And so Soon as we are past through the town, I will 
endeavour, by such discourse as best likes you, to pass aw ay 
the time till you come to your ill quarters. 

/7a/. We van talk of nothing with which I shall be inoro 
delighted, tlian of rivers and angling. 

jPisc. Let those be the subjects then. But we an' now 
come to the Talbot.^ Wiiat will you drink, sir, ah' or 
wine ? 

' ** Bsfore enU'rin^ Atthlmuni. we iwik the oM (t*> the left ('t 
turiipike) dow*p ripittle Hill, which w»i« iliirteontiiiiit'd four 
t<*r tin* pre>ii‘iit iinpruveii mho. TImmu-w froiiiti)i«< hill is* LighU pirtHrc.-iui . 
the t'»w« U'liiw, Rinl the hill of &r.. foriniii^ tiu- . ! 

IImvo DaIp, make kiicIi a CMin{fM»,Ui.iii a** I Jiavo the ItAn*!" * 

tiHHpar Pouswiu^y - J*. 

- At;^ 'iiiii** it w’as oiininttiily MU ralh'il. it iImwmI thr- -.Jwit 

llt*a(ii(Nfr ; hut it^ pru|H*r uamo i.s S’hMt Hr-fik. a Mn;£ul.ir 

n'pinliiig the right of finhiiig in this hpiok, as rejMirt*-! in BniTuu<. 
RiehanI Iln.vne, "f .Xshlwrn i*. riiah t'l-nlnn, Ks'j. ut' Clift* »». — H. It 
haa now neither tnnit nor j;r!iylinM in it, an*l is a im-rx* tlit^'h i*f viiin.in. 
wHh»r, io whieh the iHiysnl' Aslilwiurn «• ininionco their carwr !•:* 

tiHliiiig fur iiiiniiows. — Kr*. 

^ ThcTalUjt in tin- market -]»hu'»\ aiiii wa> the nrsi hostelry iu ih*’ 
town. .Mioiit the year IJOu, a win" of thf huiidiut; Iving divhieii off fei 
a private ilw oiling, thefjir-f:4j.i-»l iuu w;i- t- an inferior iM-.t-ln-nsc- ; 
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Jlai. Nar, I am foij the country liquor, Derbyshire ale, if 
you please; for a man should not, methiuks, come from 
London to drink wine in the Peak. 

Pise. You are in the right : and yet, let me tell vou, you 
may drink worse French wine in many taverns in l.ondon, 
than they have sometimes at this house. What, ho! bring 
us a flagon of your best ale. And now, sir, iny serrice to 
you, a good health to the honest gentleman you know of; 
and you are welcome into the Peak.^ 

JMit. 1 thank you, sir, and present you my service again, 
and to all the honest brothers of the angle. 

Pise. I'll pledge you, sir : so, there's for your ale, and 
farewell. Come, air, let us be going : for the sun grows 
low, and I would have you look about you as you ride ; for 
you will see an odd eountn*, and sights that will soeni 
strange to you. 


»n<l it wait totally dctiioli^hetl in 1786. — H. [The present hamlHome stnir- 
tiirc was eructeil on itn site by Mr. LaD)pin!e. ) 



Spittle IliP. 


0:i tliu l)»vv. 


THE FIRST DAV. 

{('ontinuA.it.) 

CHAPTER ir. 

AN ACCOUNT OF Till: ritlNOII'AI. niVKIi*! IN OKKrtV^llIKK, VIATOU LOMF..^ 
AT piwator's noi>i:. 


PiJfc. junior. So, *»ir, now wc Imvo got to tlio lop of tlio 
hill out of town, look about you, and tell me how vou likt^ 
I ho country. 

Haf, JlltsiiHmc! what moiiutaius are hero! Are wo not 
in Wales? 

VUe, No, but in nliuost as mountainous a country ; aiul 
yot these hills, thougii high, bleak, and craggy, brood and 
food good boot’ and mutton above ground, and afford good, 
store of lend within. 

lluf. They had need of all those commoditit's to inaKo 
fliuends for th.e ill laudsca{>e : but 1 hope our way doi s not 
lit* ovcri'atty of these, for I dn*nd a procipuo. 

Phr, Believe mo, but it does, and down one esp* oialIy. 
that will appear a little terrible to a stranger; though tlu" 
way is passable enough, arul so passable, riwit \\«‘. who are 
natives of these inouiitain>, nutl acquainted wuh them, 
disdain to alight. 

Viaf. 1 hope though, that a fort igner is prixih ged to use 
his own d^ciTtion. and that I luavhaxothc liberty to entrust 
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my neck to the fidelity of luy own feet, nitlier than to those 
of my horse : for 1 hiA’e no more at home. 

Pise, ’Twere bard else. But in tlie meautime, 1 think 
’twere best, while this way is pretty even, to mend our pace, 
that we may be past that hill I speak of, to the end your 
apprehension may not be doubled for want of light to discern 
the easiness of the descent. 

Tiat, 1 am willing to put forward as fust as my beast Avill 
give me leave ; though I fear nothing in your company. But 
what pretty river is this we are going into ? 

Pise, AVhy this, sir, is called Bentley brook, ‘ and is full 
of very good trout and grayling ; but so encumbcrcMl with 
wood in many p1ac(‘s. us is troublesome to an angler. 

Viat. Here are tlu‘ prettiest rivers, and the most of thoni 
ill this country that ever I saw: do you know liow many 
you have in the country ? 

*. Pise. 1 know* them ail, and they were not hard to reckon, 
were it worth tlie trouble: but tlie must considerable of 
them I will prt'senily name you. And to begin where wo 
now are, for you inuM know* we aro now upon the very 
skirts of Derbyshire ; we have, first, the river Dove,^ that wo 
.'ihall eoiiK' to hv ami bv, whieh divides the two counties of 
Derby and Stntlord, for many miles together; and is so 


' A uJirp/w 1'' “ niito- A^IiImiiuh, on tin* olit nmd : 

►(ill |»rotty Mi ll vjtli iimU an«l urayliii;:. - - Ki». 

- ilr. Uli<>iir>. in lii" «;iititli<l “IVsik STiirry,” snyK, that 

(he rivirD-.ift.- i>fiu' •-(' *•(!-»• iau>t k*:tu(ifiil >ircaiii^ tliiit m'l- g.ivu a clisna 
to ; :inil that uhJ'l {•nM«in:; almiju' thf t)i>t, aiiii pii’tiiri'Kquc 

ilivinii»nv .if thi' ilali*, tla* i-ar ►••••llu-tl with itx iiiiiriiiiiriri^M, and the cyo 
tlfli^ht4Ml wi(h the iiriIiiMn>y i.f it^naten*. In ^<>inu aiiioothly 

and Mihaiiuly almi^, loit ►lowly; iA ••thi.TK, iU iiiotioti k rapid, 

inipctuiMis :oiil l■r*'n tuHiiiii at. Th•^*udl. tin; hazid, the idninkr uMicr, and 
till' ;.'rai‘<‘fid l>in‘li, iiun.' with h*n«;}>ni‘kli'^ and wihl roHcs, dip thvir 
(.«'ii>il»' )ti:uti7hfi ill tht!.«.tri*aiii. and luviik its mii1a«'c into rij|pl«n. 

hii.v friunnnk i.f t i pii d the i < .aKivo, and |>a?tl^ 1 4«’(^<‘d 
v'itli m**Hs and plant** (hat !tai:nt nii.l hoc the water, diviiletbe ntream into 
niuny ourtvtit« ; tln-'e it .‘indr** in innuineiahlc eddies, whieh give 

lik and ]u»tii*n to a peat variety aipiatle pInnU that grow in the lieil of 
till' river. Oica^i'.nalh I.iikv stuno are thruwii itrroM tlic atreaui, and 
in(«*rrupt its pr<>$;n‘v. ; ou r a'ld .iinuiig them.; it ru.'.hcH rapidly into the pool 
Udiiv, r.>nnin^'. in its froipo. ist Adis., a wries of fairy enifmilvs, alamt whieh 
it f-xiiris nml .siArklfs with a heauty and hrillianry peculiar i>i ibis lively 
and i>'iiia!.(li* rivor."— Ki*. 
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cdled fipom the swiftness of its cnneiy^' nd that swttness 
ooeasAoned by the decUritT of its eodne, and by being ao 
straitened in that course betwixt the rockt; by which, and 
those Teiy high ones, it is hereabout, for four or five miles, 
confined into a very narrow stream. A rivmr that, from a 
contemptible fountain, which I can cover with my hat, by 
the confluence of other rivers, rivulets, brooks, and rills, 
is swelled, — before it falls into Trent, a little below 
Egginton, where it loses the name, — ^to such a breadth and 
depth, as to be in most places navigable, were not the 

E ossoge fr^uently interrupted urith fords and wears : and 
os as fertile banks as any river in England, none excepted. 
And this river, from its head, for a mile or two, is a black 
water, as all the rest of the Derbyshire rivers of nci/O origi- 
nally are ; for they all spring from the mosses, but is in a 
few miles travel so clarified, by the addition of several 
clear, and very great springs, bigger than itself, which gush 
out of the lime-stone rocks, that before it comes [to my 
house, which is but six or seven miles from its source, 
you will find it one of the purest cr}'stallme streams you 
have seen. 

Viai, Does Trent spring in these parts ? * 

Pisc, Yes, in these parts ; not in this county, but some- 
where towards the upper end of Staffordshire*! think not 
iiir from a place called 'J'rentham ; and thence runs down 

* Sir OhwjiM Museley says ; **The Duvi! was s . ••alliil fr nn the British 
wurl Slwfr’ ^watur) ; and the Berwont, from * dwfr' funl ‘gwiu* ^whik*»; 
/. -whitt' water.*’ 

- Bftwoen Beresfird. Hall and AsUl»«.urii lira B.nt* Bale. wImso crostetl 
rlifta and swift t4im.'nts an- au'aiu n-ti^Ml l*y Mr. f"- tl- n in hi> Womlor^ 
the Peak.” Tlirtniijli thi'* sin^nlarly ihfjv \;dlo\ tlif* D ‘V** runs f«*r 
alwnit two inilttg, rhanpiiji; it'< ooiiino. it'* and its aii|Kar:io{*t> {kt* 

liftimny ; never l**ss than ten, and ran'l> sij m.vuyas i weTily yanls in width : 
iiiakWijf ii e.',v»*^'f«'*d noi!.e hy rdUu}: owr failia;: aiiv ni; h**' 

Thtvr«n'ks which f-nn it*^ sides are heavtnl up in » n.»rinouv piles, •metimt- 
t'^mneeted with caeh other :inil s.-metiino'^ iletfu-lnsl ; some inirf-iraUd 
natuRkl eavitieK, 'dhem ad*Tnod with folia ; v^ith here ami tin till 
riH'k, having nothing U* relieve the l*anm .sa of it.- ap}>f'araiii'( but a m-*iin- 
tain-aab fl(mri.shing at the t ‘p. The grandeur of its s^vnery i? prolwMy 
unrivalUsl in Knginnd. — Ki.i.ts, In op)ii>>dti'<ti this, Mr. Kennie iKixs^ 
“it is utterly ri<liniloii«i to Ulk the ‘grandeur’ of JV.m- Bale. My 
iinprefwion. yi ^Iriting it i»i I^IT. was, Uiat it is prettily R'inautl.'—'-n - » 
sni.'dl a seale, th »l it mijibl ahn -st .vitifi-'inlly i»iit.vtOfl.’* 
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not fac from Stafford to Wolaey-bridge, and, vaahiug 
the skirts. and purlieuA of the forest of Needwood, runs 
down to Burton in the same county ; thence it comes into 
this where we now are, and, running by Swarkeston and 
Dunnington, receives Derwent at Wildou ; and so to Not- 
tii^ham, thence to Newark, and by ^itisborough to 
Ki^ton-upon-llull, where it takes tlie name of Humber, 
and thence falls into the sea : but that the map will best 
inform you. 

Tiat. Know you whence this river Trent derives its 
name ? 

Pise. No, indeed, and yet I have heard itoflen discoursed 
upon, when some haye given its denomination from the 
fore-named Trenthain, though that seems rather a derivative 
from it ; others have said, *tis so called from thirty rivers 
that fall into it, and there' lose their names ; whieh cannot 
l)e^ neither, because it carries that name from its very 
fountain, before any other rivers fall into it: otliers 
derive it from thirty sevenil sorts of fish that breed there; 
and that is the jm^st likely derivation; but be it )io\v it 
will, it is doubtless one of the finest rivers in the world, and 
the most abouinlim; with excellent salmon, and all sorts of 
ilelieatt> fish.' 

Viai, Piirdnn mo, sir, for tempting you into this digres- 
sion : and then proceed to your other rivers, for .1 am 
mightily delighted with this discourse. * 

Pine. It was no interruption, but a very seasonable ques- 
tion; for Tr(*iit is not only one of our Derbyshire rivers, 
blit the chief of them, and into which all the* rest pay tlio 
tribute of their names; which I liad, perhaps^ forgot to 
insist upon, being got to the other Cnd of the eoiinty, had 
you not awoke my memory. But 1 will now proceeil ; and 
the next river of note, for I will take thein^cu they lie 
lastward from ns. is the river Wye; I say of nofe,-fbr»4c 
have two lesser betwixt us and it, namely, Lathkin anS 

* Thvro .'Iff ii'» wilui-'ii ill the Tn*nt imiw, Imt nuiiiy fine trout .'ind gray- 
lliitf, nt-vir .•.••iircf, uihI fir many miles tut it omMirH Htaffonl- 

Wlu ii it n ai-lirs tlie ri*unti»'s *»f Nuttiiighani and Derby there am 
but few trout L'rayliiiL% but the river altounda thmii^h Ita whole 
^'oiinio with rikv, {fcari'h, 'etrUd, (duih, and other coaiwc fiah. (See note at 

I'agi* 
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Bradford : of wbich Lathkin is, by many degrees, the pureat 
and PiOihitraiMfpagtrt^^^ yet aaiir^^t^^ 

honaWtidMadridd;!^^ 

1M lnMs^m^ Ea^Iand ^ tet .'xi^ ate to die 

vepHied; liferiir bemg no hatter than great qaiagB;/ r/Otia 
river Wytt then, has ita aource near unto Baitex^a^ioiarri 
Bome ten inilea from hence, famoua for a warm ;bath| and 
which you are to ride through in your way to Mancheater : 
a black water too at the fountain, but, by the same reason 
with Dove, becomes veiy soon a most delicate clear river, 
and breeds admirable trout and grayling, reputed by those, 
who, by living upon its banks, are partial to it, the best of 
any; and this running down by Ashford, Bakewell, and 
Haddon, at a town a little lower called Bow'sley, falls into 
Derwent and there loses its naiue.^ The next in order, is 
Derwent, a black water too, and that not only from its 
fountain, but quite through its* progress, not having these 
crystal springs to wash and cleanse it, which the two fore- 
mentioned have ; but abounds with trout and grayling, such 
as they are, towards its source, and with salmon below : and 
this river, from the upper and utmost part of this county, 
whero it springs, taking its course by Chalswortli, Darley, 
]\Iatlock, Derby, Burrow-Ash, and Awberson, falls into 
Trent at a place called Wildon, and thm* loses its name. 
The east side of this county of Derby is l)ouiulcd by littlo 
inconsiderable rivers, as Awbor, Kiways, and the like, 
scarce worth naming, but Irouty too, and Vurllier we are not 
to inquire. But, sir, T have carried yuu. as a man may say, 
by water, till we are now come to I he d*'>crnt of tlie 

w 

* Hy this it iipiH.'iirs that tlNiv ;i»i- tw * rlvtj-. in -I v. inar iliu 

uauw of Wyt! ; tin- foniu-r AY\i», c..-. n.-.;-.!,.i!n i;i* :i! tii - v . ik. ha.--, 

as m‘ll Mm till* Sovmi, its ht-a-l iu tin* riiTilihiJiMn.-Mill. ‘r. iis'- h- oKis ,>1* 
Moatp»niery a/i«l t'anlipin-hirr ; fn'iii wh»-n»T, »'• J' Lat.ti nar/.t- V<rf/it 
iiy.|wi*t«, *i»niiik‘rinjj thrmiyli , :t. i.-ar iW 1I»}\ 

viiWrs Hcivfonishiro : jiihI at within f-io' inllt's ..f 

reivivfs theLu;;; fruni tlK-n>f, luissin.: i.n i: vnlus 

shiiv, ami falls inti* tlu Swi-m U'|*.w . It aUnanN with that 

Miuill s|rt'rirs itf fish Iast->)>nn 4 rs. ami .‘lU. vjtli j;rayiiyifi:. Anti 

hm* it may l»c nm-ssiry in ruuurk. that the iiauif-s nf Avmj.. thiM.*. 

!iml smiu* otlars, an fii.nioii t * Ji.ai*/ riv^r'- 1*. KnJ.i;. !. .t' f 

I'ulas is hi inwiU'rs iu Wnl*. - Sr tv- a» ih; T 'X S ;ir tl.*- 
sixth. - 11. 
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formidable hill I told you of, at the foot of which ruiia the 
river Dove, which I cjonot but love above all tlie rest ; and 
tlierefore prepare yourself to be a little frighted. 

Viaf, Sir, 1 see you would fortity me, that I sliould not 
shame myself ; but 1 dare follow where you please to lead 
me ; and I see no danger yet ; for the descent, methiuks, is 
thus far, green, even, and easy. 

P/jsrc. You w ill like it worse presently, when you come to 
the brow of the hill : — ^and now we are there, what think 
you? 

Jlaf. "What do I think ? Why I think it the strangest 
place that ever sure, men and horses went down ; and that, 
if there be any safety at all, the safest way is to alight. 

Fisc. 1 think so too for you, who are mounted upon a 
beast not acquainted vnth these slippery stones: and, 
though I frequently ride down, I will alight too, to bear 
you company, and to lead fovL the way ; and, if you please, 
my man shall lead your horse. 

Viat. Many, sir P and thank you too ; for I am afraid I 
sliall have enough to do to look to myself; and with my 
horse in iny hand should be in a double fear, both of break** 
ing my neck, and my horse's falling on me ; for it is as 
steep as a penthouse. 

Fisc, To look down from hence it appears so, I confess ; 
but the path winds and turns, and will not be found so 
troublesome. 

Hat, Would I were well down, though! •Hoist thee! 
there's one fair ’scape 1 these stones are so slippery 1 cannSt 
stand ! yot again ! 1 think I were best lay my heels in my 
neck, and tumble down. • *■ 

Pisr. If von tliiiik your hetds wiirdefend your neck, that 
i.s the way to be soon at the bottom. J3ut give me your 
liand at tiiis broad stone, and then the worst is«])ast. 

ritii, I tliank. you, sir, I am now past it, I (*an go mys^f. 
What's here ? tlie sign of a bridge. Do you use to travel 
w itii wheel-l)arrows in this country ? 

Fisr. Xot that I ever saw, sir. Why do you ask that 

<j nest ion ? 

Hat, .Hccause tins bridge certainly was made for nothing 
(‘Ise : why a mouse v.m liardly go over it : it is not two 
lingers broad. 

B B 2 
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Pmc. You are pleasant, and 1 am glad to see you so : but 
I bare rid over the bridge many a dart night. 

Fiat. Why, according to the French proverb, and ’tis a 
gjood one among a mat many of worse sense and sound 
that language abounds in, Ce Lieu garde^ eH Hen garde^ 
they whom Qod takes care o^ are in safe protection : but, 
let me tell you, I would not ride over it for a thousand 
pounds, nor fall off it for two ; and yet I think I dare ven- 
ture on foot, though if you wera not by to laugh at me, I 
should do it on all four. 

JPUc. Well, sir, your mirth" becomes you, and I am glad 
to Bee you sate over; and now you are welcome into 
Staflordsliire. 

Fiai. How, Staffordshire! What do I thei'e trow? 
There is not a word of Staffordshire in all my direction. 

jPisc, You see you are betrayed into it ; but it shall be 
ill order to soniothing that will make amends ; and ’tis but 
an ill mile or two out of your way. 

Fiat, r believe all things, sir, and doubt nothing. Is 
this your beloved river Dove ? ’Tis clear and swift, indeed, 
but a very little one. 

P/jyr. lou see it here at tin? worst ; we shall come to it 
anon again afKT tw(» miles riding, and so near as to lie 
upon the very banks. 

/7rt/. AVoidd we wi'ro ihoro onee I But 1 hope we have 
no more of those Alps to jmss over. 

-Pise. No, no, sir, only tiiis ascent before yon, whieh y<ni 
see is not very uneasy; and then you will no im ro ijiiaVrel 
with your way. 

/"/a/. AVell, if ever I eonie to London, «*f nhi< ii many a 
man there, if he were in my plaee would make a cpn stioil, I 
will sit down and write my travels; and, like Tinn i’.»riate.‘- 

* S^^ll rtf tlir lU'V. (Jf'OriiO l»'irn ;it isi 

lii77. Ho wjis nl Wr.-tiiiiii*'t*T nii'l ;0 i '^tt r Uali, 

OxfoM; afltT M'hioh )u* ijil** tho family .‘f H« !jry, I'rijj.V' ..f Wai. 
FuIUt 8ays, he earrieil folly, wnirh tin- ohinitaM* rail m. rrihitiit, ia \i'.- 
liiec, Hml hail a hea*l in f*»rm like an invi rtrii snjfjr ! •af. lU iay 
in his ph>this, t > Koe tlir lahoiir ami I’liaijo »>f •.hifiirj-. IVin.o llenr 
allimnl him a iuMtsinn, ami kf |ii hiui f'T hi** ,*.» r\arit ; timau ai.-; 
I'oriati* iimkiii;; tin* last I'oui'se at all riiUriainmi'nts. th* • • r.rtii ^ 

anvil to try tlu^ wits Mn. )i.- -s -motijii-s p tiinud i-* hii-l kis-vks s-' io- 

nvi'iveil ; uml VvimhI oalls l;i'ii •'il.t .‘f . f {» a* ;\srr," 
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print them at mj owi| charge. Praj what do you call this 
hill we come down ? 

JPiic. We call it Hanson Toot. 

indeed, the alliuioni to him, and to the einsnlar oddnett of hia 
chaiacter, are numheileis. He tnTelied almost all over Europe on foot, and 
in that tour walked 900 miles with one pair of shoes, which he got 
mended at Zurich. Afterwards he visited Tnfkey, Persia, and the Great 
Mognrs.dominious, travelling in so frugal a manner that, as he tells his 
mother in a letter to her, in his ten months* travels between Aleppo and 
the Mogul's cfiurt, he spent hut three pounds sterling ; living reasonably 
well for al»ut twniieiice sterling a-day. And of tlmt three pounds lie 
elsewhere says, ho w;i8 cozened of im less than ten shillings sterling, by 
<‘t.'rtain Cliristians of the Ariiicnian nation ; so that, indeed, he spent hut 
fifty sliilliiigs in his ten inontlis* travels. In these, Ids travels, he attained 
tt great proficiency, iioth in the Persian and Indostan languages; in thi^ 
fiinncr he made ami pronoiiiiiHHl an oration to the Great Mogul ; and his 
>kill in the latter he took orcn.s%ii to manifest in the following very signal 
instance. In the scrvi<v of the Kiiglish anilttssador, then resident, was a 
woiiinn of Iiidoi^tan, a lanmln'ss, whose frtHpieni practice it was to scold, 
hrawl and mil, fruiii Miii-rising sniitsct. This forniidiihlc shrew did 
<'wriat4> itiic da\ unilcrtaki* t>» scold ^ith, in lier i»wii language; and sue* 

ilcil So Mcll in the atPiiii't, that, hy eight of the clock in the iiioniing, 

ijc h:ul totally >iIoncnl ln-r, leaving her not a wnnl to s|»t‘ak. See “A 
Voyage to Ka^t Ijolia,** hy Kdwanl Terr>*, chaplain to Sir Tho. Row, 
.'iiiihass'ulor to the (ircat Mogul. 12ims 

Knrtlic-r. it .'ippcars that lie was a zesilous champion for the Cliristian 
religion against the Maluiiiiotniis and Pagaiis, in the defence whiTCof he 

tiictiiiics risked his litV. In Turkey, when a priest, as the ntsimn is, 
c.:is (•rochiiiuin.' from a iiuwjuc-towiT that Mahomf;t was a trne prophet, 
T' lii, in the fury of his zial, and in the face of the a^iole city, told the 
lie lied, anil that his prophet w.an an im|iostor. And, at a«city 
'-tiled Moltan, ill tli-.- Hast litdii's, he in piililie dispiiie<l with a Mahometan, 
wit • had called him i.r infidel, in tJjc.se uonls : “Rut I pray thco, 

t ‘11 me, th' U Mahoiimian ? 'lost thmi, in sariness, caft me gTa»ur “That 
I do,” (iiiiith he. “Then,” qiioth I, “in very sitbf'r sadness, I retort that 
'^h.-LMiefiil ivipl ill thy throat, and tell thf*e plainly that 1 ani a Miimiilman, 
;i:'>d thou art n tiiaour." Ik* concliido:, thus: “Go then, tlmu false 
U lirvi-r, sitiO'- l>y thy injurioiLs iiiipiitatiou lahl on me, in tliat thou caUedst 
iii<- tti.<iiiur, tlmii hast jiruvoked me to speak thus. I pmy thee, let ^is 
mine answer he a warning for tins- not to scandaliHe me in the like manner 
any more : f -r tlm ChristiHii relixioii, wliich I )trofesH, is so dear and tender 
•intj me, that neither thou iiur any other Mahometan shall, scot free, cal) 
i..i Giaiinr. hut that 1 shall quit you with an answer much to tlio wonder of 
t in *>0 Mall iiiictans. />/>/.” 

He died of the flux. hy drinking sack at Surat; in 1617, 

liuving puhlUhtHl liis Knropcan travels in a quarto volume, which he called 
Ids “rnofities and to this cirrumsUincc the ]Mnage in the text 'u a 
Ti>anif* -t atiu^i •!». « Chiefly from Fuller and Hawkins. — H. 0. B.) 



THE COMPLETE ANGLEB. 


[part n. 


m 

'' Fiat. Whji fttreweU Eanton Toft! 1*11 no more on 
thee : I’ll ^ twenty miles about first. Pah ! I sweat, that 
mj shirt stmks to my back. 

Pm. Come, sir, now we are up the bill, and now how do 
you? 

Viai, Why very well, 1 humbly thank you, sir, and warm 
enough, I assure yon. What have we here, a church.' As 
I’m an honest man, a very pretty church! Have you 
churches in this country, sir? 

Pise, You see we have: but, had you seen none, why 
should you make that doubt, sir P 

Viat, Why, if you will not be angry. I’ll tell you, I 
thought myself a stage or two beyond Christendom. 

PUc. Gome, come! we’ll reconcile you to our country 
before wo part with you : if showing you good sport with 
angling will do it. * 

riai. My respect to you, and that together may do inueli, 
sir: otherwise, to be plain with you, 1 do not find myself 
much inclined that way. 

Pise. Well, sir, your raillery upon our mountains has 
brought us almost home. And look you where the same 
river of Dove iins again met us to bid you welcome, and to 
invito you to a dish of trouts to-morrow. 

/ iV#/. Is this the same we saw at tlic foot of Penmen- 
Maurc ? It is a much finer river here. 

Pise. It will npjjear yet much finer to-morrow. But look 
you, sir, here appears tlie house, that is now like to be your 
inn, for want of a better. 

riaf. It a^ipeaM on a sudden, but not before 'twaa lor.kod 
for. It stands prettily,* and here’s wood about ii, too, but 
so young, as appears to be of your own planting. 

Pise. It is so. Will it please you to alight, sir. — Ami 
no^ permit mo, after all your pains and dangers, to take 
3 'Au ill my arms, and to nssun; you that you art* infinitely 
welcome. 

Fiat. 1 thank you, sir, and am glad w*ith all my heart I 
am here; for, in downright truth, 1 am exceeding weary. 

Pise, You will sleep so much the better : you shall piv- 

* The church \t Aliit(»n«tiehi, s }Kin»h in tli« of Tttnuaw>lott , 

0». SttiffonI, five inilcH iiortl)<nnrth-«cf>t fn>in .\shl‘^>uni.— -Ki', 
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sently have a light supper, and to bed. Come, sirs, lay the 
cloth, and bring what^u have presently, and let the gentle- 
man’s bed be made rei^y in the mean time, in my father 
Walton’s chamber.^ Now, air, here ia my service to you ; 
and once more welcome ! 

Viai. I, many air, this glass of good sack has refreshed 
:me. And I’ll make as Imid with your meat, for the trot 
has got me a good stomach. 

PUc. Come, sir, fall to then, you see my little supper is 
always ready when I come home ; and I'll make no stranger 
of you. 

riat. Tliat your meal is so soon ready, is a sign your 
servants know your certain hours, sir. I confess I diti not 
expect it so soon ; but now 'tis here, you shall see I will 
make myself no stronger. 

FUc. Much good do ypiir heart ! and I thank you for 
that friendly word. Ancf now, sir, my service to you in a 
cup of More- Lauds ale;- for you are now in the Mort‘- 
Lauds, but within a spit and a stride of the Peak. Pill iny 
friciul his glass. 

riat. Believe me, you h.ivc good ale in the More- Lands : 
far better tlinn that at Aslibourii. 

Fisc, Thai it may soon be; for Aslibourn has, which is a 
kind of a riddle, always in it the best malt, and the worst 
ale in England.'^ Come, take away, and bring us some 
pipes, and a bottle of ale, nml go to your own suppers. 
An* you for this diet, sir? 

* BcTosfuril Hall, like iii.Hiiy of the resideneea our aiieieiit gonir}', has 
(le^eiurated iiitu ti ilecayed farm •lit lusu ; hihI, what ia* belie viil in have been 

** my father Walt^iii's ehaiulier/' with ita Slit, curved imk mantel, renching 
tn the •'filing, and yet displaying the family vscutcheon, has liucn converted 
intti a ehc*e^'0-^v»lIl ! — K. t*. 

~ Thf Statfunlahire hills, which, fr(»m a gnulual sscent 1*1111 through the 
heaH ^if England, like the AiwiiiiiiitH in Italy, in a (.vuitinncil ridge, rising 
gr:ul>ialiy higher and higher into i^»tlaiid, under different names, are h&t; 
falh-tl MtKC'laiitls : then IVak, then lilackstone Edge, then Cmven, then 
Staiiinore ; and then, jiarting into two horns, are calletl the Cheviots. By 
.1 **bpit and a stride" is ;)erha|is to lie undersbiod that nadefined distance^ 

• hvribfd by other writers as a “bowshot” w a “stone's ctsi.” — ib, 

'■* This was jindiahly m in Cotton's time^ but sinoe then the tables are 
turned. Afhbouru ate is now famous throughout the Northern and 
Midland eounties, and is not siir]>aaiied for streogth, purity, and flavour, 
even by Nottingbaiu ale. — K p. 
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ViaU Yes, sir, I ain for one pipe of tobacco ; and I per- 
ceive yours is very good by the smelt? 

^ Pmc. The best I can get in London,^ I assure you. But, 
;Bi^ noET-you have thus fkt complied with my designs, as to 
take a troublesome journey into an ill /Country, only to 
aamiy me ^ hcw/longmay 1 hope to enjoy jonf. 

M long as 1 conviludidily can ; and 
Jonwr, I thinh, yeu^ would not have me. 

Pita. Not to your inconvenience by any means, sir, but I 
see you are weaiy, and therefore I will presently wait on 
you to your chamber, where take counsel of your pillow, 
and to-morrow resolve me. Here ! take the lights, and 

K follow them, sir. Here you are like to lie : and, now 
ve showed you your lodgings, I beseech you command 
any thing you want ; and so 1 wish you good rest ! 

Fiat, Good night, sir ! 


> [Wc have taken leave to doubt, at i>age 22o, that Walton was a 
Kiuoker.— Ki).] The reader aeca, by this imssuge, that Piscator, by whom 
we are to undeixtand Cotton himself, was so curious ns to have his toliaceo 
from Ii<)mlou, Smoking was, in queen Elizal>eth’s and her BuccosHor''H time, 
esteemed the greatest of all foppcr>’. lien Joiison, who morkilly hated it, 
has iniiiilierless HiirenMins against smoking and smokers ; all which are 
iiotliiug coiupiireil t«i those cont'iiued in that work of our King James the 
First, * ‘ A ( ’oiinler-hlast to Tobacco/’ Nor wjxs the ordinary coiiversatiun of 
this iiioiinn'h less fraught witli inveetlTus against tliat weeil, as will ap])e.‘ir 
from the foUowiiig exti'oct from “A Collwti(*n of W’itty Apophthegms/’ 
di-livered by him iind olheix. ld7l ; “ That tobacco was the lively 

image and iiatUfrn »if lu ll ; for liiat it bad, by allusion, in it all the parts 
utld vices of the world whereby hell may W gained ; to wit : — Fii-st, It \kah 
a smoke : ») are the vanities of this world. Sect^ndly, It delighteili tin lu 
who take it : -u do tjie pleasures of the world delight the men of tlic u<'rld. 
Thinlly, It luaketli men dniqkcn and light in the head : d-' thi> vanitie.' 

of the world, men are drunken therewith. Foiirtlily, He that laki-th tt-bm e.. 
saitli he cannot leave it, it doth bewitch him : even so tin- pleasures of ilio 
world make mm loath to leave them, they niv fi..r the mu>sI part >•« t*n- 
chftiited with them. And further, besides all this, it is like h#^ll in tie- 
^•ry .«>ubsUinoe of it, for it is a stinking, KiiUhsoniC thing ; and s-. is full. 
And further, his majesty ]irofcsst*d tb,at, wen- he to invite tlo* ih -vil I 
dinner, he should have three dishes; 1. A p*:; 2. A pole of lin^ an-l 
mustard ; and, Jk A pipe of teltiuvit for dim .Nlun*.” Sylvoter. in j ro).. '.*'. ; 
its prohihitioii by a heavy impost < n b'th s'dier' and buyus, uiMoiniit'- 
t ho descriptions then in use 

OiVsit the least im{ o<ie 8t> dirp t.»\ 

On fill then*, ball, leaf, csar. \ | uddiHa' —II. 
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THArTKll 111. 

Xl'EUV.NVE fV.STAIMN*. \ oK CcTTOn’s yiSniN*<:-l|or.9R, WITH 

JUS Ar»i."GV ji«!i vniiiv; a si m.r.MKST v» wait^'.s’.s book. 


P/V. jt/niur. Good niurrow, sir! Wliat, iij> and dressed 
su (‘.'irl v r 

Vi\ti. Vos. sir, I have boon dressed tliis half hour: for I 
l osled .so well, and have so groat a mind either to take, or 
>•‘0 a Trout taken, in your fine river, that 1 could no longer 
l:c a-hed. 

Viitr. T aiii glad to see you so brisk this morning, and so 
eager of sport ; thougli, 1 must tell you, this day proves so 
ealin, and the sun rises so bright, as promises no great 
.success to the angler: but, however, weUl try; and, one 
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way or other, we shdl, sure, do scmething. What will 
you have to your breakfast, or wliaf will you dnnk this 
morning? 

ViaU For breakfast, I never eat any, and for drink I am 
very indifferent ; but if you please to call for a glass of ale 
l*m for you : and let it be quickly, if you please, for 1 long 
to see the little fishing-housc you spoke of, and to be at my 
lesson. 

Fise. Well, sir! You see the ale is come without calling: 
for though 1 do not know yours, my people know my diet ; 
which is always one glass so soon ns I am dressed, and no 
more till dinner ; and so iny scn'nnts have served you. 

ViaL My thanks. And now, if you please, let us look 
out this fine morning. 

FUe. With all my heart; boy, take the key of my 
fiHliing-house, and carry down these two angle-rods in the 
hall-window, thither, with my fish-pannier, pouch, and 
landing-net; and stay you there till we come. Come, sir, 
we’ll walk after ; where, by the way, I expect you should 
raise all the exceptions against our countrv you can. 

ViaL Nay, sir, do not think mo so ill-natured nor so 
uncivil : I only made a little bold with it last night to divert 
you, and was only in jest. 

Fuc. You were then in ns good eamost as I am now with 
you: but had you been really angry at it, 1 could not blame 
you ; for, to say the truth, it is not very taking at first 
sight. But lofik you, sir, now you arc abroad, does not the 
sun shine as bright here as in Essex, ^Middlesex, or Kiiit, or 
any of your southern counties. 

ViaL ’Tis a delfcate morning, indeed! And I now thiiik 
this a marvellous pretty place. 

FUc, Wliethcr you think so or no. you cannot oblige me 
more than to Say so : and tho.se of my friends who know my 
humour, and are so kind us to comply with it, usually ilattc^r 
mo that way. But look you, sir, now you i\vo at the brink 
of the hill, how' do you like my river, the vale it winds 
through like a snake, and the situation of my little fi.shing- 
housc ? 

ViaL Trust me, ’tis all very fine ; aiivi the house seems ai 
this distance a neat building. 

Fuc, (jood enough for that purpo«c. And here is 
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bowling-green too, dm hj it; so, though I am myself no 
very good bowler, iHm not totidly demoted to my own 
pleasure, but that I have also some regard to other men's. 
And now, sir, you are come to the door,^ pray walk in, and 
there we will sit and talk, as long as you please. 

^ This eelebrated fisliiiig-kouRe, of which we have given two viewa, in 
funned of 9b)nc, and the nMim within in a cube of fifteen feet, jiavctl with 
hlack and white marble, having in the centre a square black marlde talilo. 
The roof, which b triangular in shape, terminates in a square stone sun- 
dial surmounteil hy ii globe anti a ^-auc. It was originally wainscoted w itii 
walls of carved luincls and divisions, in tlie larger siiaces of which weiv 
li:uiite(1 some of the most iiitereNting scenes in the vicinity (tf the building ; 
whilst the siiinller ones urere ttccupietl with gn»uf>s of fishing-tackle. In 
the right-luiud corner st^w^l a large bcaufet witli folding-dotirs, on which w*ert‘ 
imiiiU.'d the fsirtniits « if Walton anti Ct>ttt>ii, attended hy a servant-boy; 
anti liciieath it was a closet, having a trout ami :i grayling delineatod U]>un 
the door. Such was the ttriglnal n|i|»carancc of the fishing hoiiKO, as col- 
lectoil from a description giveu^by Mr. White of Crick In >w'el to 8ir.b>}iii 
llawkins, in 17''4; although it was then cimMiilerably dccayctl, esjieeinlly 
in the wainscoting and the jaiiiitings. 

To this, tlie lolltiwiiig account tif Its present stati;, written from actual 
oliMrvation by W. H. IVpys, Exp, F.K.S., w'ill form an approjoiatc 
and an intciv^ting co'interixMt. The visit which it details was iimde by a 
)<arty t'lniii^tsetl of soventl eminent churncU*rs equally disUnguLibed in 
science iuul tile tine arts. 

•*Itwas iu ilic month of April, 1811, that I visited the celebrsiteil 
tilling- huUH; of Cotton and Walt>m. 1 left Ashlxtuni abmit nine oVbs'k 
ill tho iiioniing, .acc(iiii]i!uiied hy several brothers vf the angle : w'e toiik the 
lliixtoii road fill' about six miles, and turning through a fjhte to the lell, 
soon descended inb* the vfdley of the Dove, and continuq^l along tlic Isiiiks 
of the river als.iit three miles farther, when wc arrived at Jlervsford l^all. 
The li«hiDg-liouse is sitimUxl on a situill iieiiinsula, ninud which the nver 
tlows, and was then nearly envelo|ied with trees. It has been a small neat 
stone building, covereil witli stone slates or tiles, hut is now going fast to 
decay : the stone steps by which you entered the di.Kir are nearly destrt>ye<l. 
(t is of a qiindniijgular fma, having a door and two windows in the front, 
and one larger window* on each of the other three sides. The door was 
seeiirctJ on the outside by a strong staple, hut the IjanTaud csscmeqts of 
the wiiub^ws Wing g 'iic, an easy entrance was obtained. The marble floor, 
:t.v dcscriU-d )iy White in 1784, h.’ul beenremoveil ; only one of the pedestals 
uiHin which the tabic was formerly placed was standing, and that much 
tlcterioraUHl. On the left shle was Uie fire-place, the mantelpiece and rides 
• f w hich wtro in a goiri state. The chimney and recess for the stove were 
so exactly on the Kiimford plan, that one mi^t have supposed he had ]ive«J 
in the time w hen it was erected. On the rigl^t hand sideof the room is an 
angular excavation or small rellar, over which tho cupboanl, or besiiiet, 
formerly sb.<«id. The wainnyit of the room is wanting^ tte ceiling is 
broken, and iiart of the stone-tiling admits both light and water. Upon 
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VuU, Stay, wliat’s here over the door ? Piscatobtbub 
SACRUM ! * Why then I perceive I’ have some title here ; 
for I am one of them, though one of the worst ; and here 
below it is the cypher too you spoke of, and ’tis prettily 
contrived, lias my master "Walton ever been here to see 
it ; for it seems new built? 

Pure. Yes, he saw it cut in the stone before it was set up ; 
hut never in the posture it now stands ; for the house was 
but building wlu‘n he was last here, and not raised so high 
as the arcli of the door. And 1 am afraid he will not see 
it yet ; for he has lately writ me word, he doubts his coming 
down this summer; which, J do assure you, was the worst 
news he could possibly have sent me. 

yint, ]VIen must someiiiiies mind their affairs to make 
more room for their pleasures : and *tis odds lie is as much 
displeased with the business thut keeps him from yon, as 
you are that ho (*omes not. Jlut J am tlu^ most pleased 

rxaiiiiiiiii}; ilif stiiail tho ritluT pnlotal 

(h(* inarbi(> ta)il'‘; ami a'.'aiiiMt the il<>**r on tin* throe largo fragiimiits 

of the tnhie itself, whicli were uf tin* llla«*k l>ov»-«lah* .MarMe. hfvelhsl ‘‘m 
rh»^ tsIgcH, and had lus'n w.*!! |Hilishtsl. Tin* ln.s«*ri|itioii nvi-r th * d.nn*, 
and tin* cyrlui* of Walton and Cotton in tin? kov-jitfin*, wen* vi'r\ 

— Major, 

* There is nndor this the o}'|*h»T iio nti<nn*»l in th»* titl(’-j>.vt\ ami 

s Him ]Mirt «*f pm lisliing-liousv has U-cii ilfM-rilf'l ; hi:t tlm rh-a.'sinlno'-s uf 
tho riror, luouiitaiiis, and iimadows nlNiut it, caniiut, iiiiIlns .<ir 
Sidimy or Mr. C*!toii’s fatlmrwm* again ali\i* to i].> it. — Waltov. Mr. 
llai^stAT, who visiti'd it in 1814, found it much (lil.iiiiilat''il, tlm wimluw.s 
uuglazed, and tlm wainsrjot and g.urn, hut tlmoyjiln r still h‘*jil-li*. 

Ill 1821 it is thii.s di'H<TilK.‘<l hy jiiinllmr writer : — “.lu*«: ahoc the I’ik*, 
a siiinll wo«M loll* foot hiiilgf' Iwuls over tin' .>lrc;iiii t iwanU Hart .shorn, in 
J>crbyshirp. A little higher hji on tlm Staff •r.l'.liiri* hank. t.h< wimlinj of 
tlm river tonus a small {mninsnia, on which stan-ls tiu* lar-l:inm«i fishing- 
house; Iml alas.' how changed. The winihm.s ar- <lcMr.>y»'*l, the d**!' 
deevyud, anil without fastenings ; the ro tf dilaiii>l.-it‘ i. ami the vane, which 
'•tymountOil it^ is rusty, and nodding to its fall. The tirc-jilaco al.-n- 
nuiiaius in g>»od urcscrrati'm. Tlm '•ntnincc .nU‘j*s '»rc cMVi-n d with wu-d*-, 
and the in»cri|»tioii on the koy-stoin- .s-> •tvf'rgr ovii with m 'ss. that the Hi'-t 
woni of the inscription is«]uit<'illcgiMe.‘' Mon., v. xeix.,]». ji., p. :'>l. 

' 'cc]i. :I73». In August, tlm inaii-w, hall, an t ah ut eighty-h*iira.T *- ■ f 
laud Wert* iuddU>Vi»c<‘unt llercHf'Wd f'T.'5.’>'»i»/..Mnci‘ which liinewv learn from 
Shipley nnd FititgililM.n th at “Cottsm's f|shiiio-h>'iisL- wasrepainnl altout three 
yeara ago, and i.s nodlil^'IS) nearly in the same ;-tatc as when the ori.:ii,al 
conatructor ihwcriU'd it. All these reji,airs nful ^n^p^'vcmv^t- art* "wing 
to the gortl taste of th-* aetinl oumw, Itm .M’lrpii- ■ f Hi »vs-tf.»r-l.'‘ — Kn. 
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with this little house of any thing I ever saw. It stands 
in a kind of peiiin8ula|too, with a delicate clear river about 
it. I dare hardly go ni, lest I should not like it so well 
within as without ; but by your leave I’ll try. AVhy this is 
better and better, fiiio '^lights, finely wainscoted, and all 
exceeding neat, w ith a marble table and all in the middle. 

Fisc, Enough, sir, enough! 1 have laid open to you the 
part where 1 can worst defend myself; and now you attai^k. 
me there! Come, boy, set two chairs, and whilst 1 am 
taking a pipe of tobacco, which is ahvays my brt'ukfast, we 
will, if you please, talk of some other subject. 

I'iat, !None fitter, then, sir, for the time and place, than 
those instructions you promised. 

Pise, 1 begin to doubt, by something I discover in you, 
wliethcr I am able to instnict you, or no : though, if you 
are really a strang< r to our clear northern rivers, 1 still 
think I can ; and tlu?rcdbre, since it is yet too early in the 
morning at this time of the year, to-day being but tin? 
w'vcnlh of March, to cast a fly upon the water, if you will 
direct me wliat kind of fishing for » trout 1 slinll read you a 
lecture on, 1 am willing and mady to obey you. 

riat, AVliy, sir, if you will so far oblige me and that, it 
may not b<* loo trouhlesome to you, 1 would entreat you 
would run through the whole body of it; aud 1 will not 
conceal from you, tb.at I am so far in love with yon, your 
courtesy, aud pretty Moreland seat, i\h to restdvo to stay 
with you long enough by intervals; for 1 wiJl not oppress 
you, to hear all you can say upon that, subject. 

Pise. You cannot oblige me more than by such a promise. 
And, tberefore, without more ceremony l,wilLbcgiii to tell 
you, that my father Walton having read to you before, it 
would look like a presumption in me, and peradveiituro 
would do so in any other man, to pretend to g^ve lessons for 
angling after him who, I do really believe, uiiderstandw as 
luiicli of it, ut least, as any man in England ; did I not pfe- 
aequalnt you, that 1 am not tempted to it by any vain 
opinion of myself, that J am able to give you better direc- 
tions ; but, having from my childhood pursued the recreation 
of angling in very clear rivers, truly 1 think by much, some 
of them at least, the clearest in iiiia kingdom, and the 
inanncr of angling here with us, by reason of that exceeding 
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clearnesB, bein^ Homcthing different from the method 
commonly used in others, which, by be|,ng not near so bright, 
admit of stronger tackle, and allow a nearer approach to 
the stream ; — 1 may, pcradycnture, give you some instruc- 
tions, that may be of use eycn in your own rivers ; and shall 
bring you acquainted with more flies, and show you how to 
make them, and with what dubbing too, tiian lie has taken 
notice of in his ” Complete Angler.” * 

Viat. I beseech you, sir, do : and, if you will lend mo 
your steel, I wdll light a pipe the while*; for that is com- 
monly my breakfast in a morning too." 


THE SECOND DAY. 

{Coiitinuftf.) 

CIIAPTKIU IV. 

or POR Tnoi.T OK OKAYLIlfC, IHVIOED INTO TIIP.EI. nr.VN* !!rs. 


P/jjr. junior. Why then, sir, to begin iiieilioiiieally. ns a 
master in am' art should do, and I will not deny hut that I 
think myself a- master in this; 1 shall divide angliiiL: lor 
Irnnt or grayling, into these three ways : at the lojj ; at t!u‘ 
hiittoni; and in the middle. Which three \\ay>. ili-.uu'ii 
l iny are all of them, ns I shall lierealter endeaYt>iir to iiiaUr 
■ i appear, in fioine sort edmnion to both those ki?nls of 
u-r are they not so genenilly and absolutely . so, hut that th.ev 
v.il! noff.'^sjirily n-quire a distinelioii ; whi.'h, in tine ] L 
V. ill aKo ixive you. 

Yh.at which wc call angling at the top. Is w ilii a l1\ a: 

' Vnit I.. rhav- V. 

* Tlio AiiuTio!ui fiiir.ir says It » >v i ^ • t.* 

». ■mini' with »n <‘iiH'iy Ninni.ii’li. whicli I' v nii.',rl;i !-i ‘ 

\ • any )iuiin>{a ilml nwy iirovali nt ; U '!]**>. ,i?i »■«»: Jy I; n. -ik-s 

n lidit liiain. »i)*t th«*'ai:gtir all ll»v "liji »-r ui i>- 

•’■tiiitnan'!."— Am. Ki'. 
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bottom with a ground-bait : in the middle, with a minnow, 
or ground-bait.^ I 

Angling at the top is of two sorts : with a quick-fly, or 
with an i^ificial-fly. 

That wo call angling at the bottom, is also of two sorts : 
by the hand," or with a cork or float. 

That we call angling in the middle is also of two sorts ; 
with a minnow fur a trout, or with a ground-bait for a 
grayling. 

Of all which several sorts of angling, I will, if you can 
have the patience to hear me, give you the best account 
I can. 

Hat. Tlie trouble will be yours, and mine the pleasure 
and the obligation. I beseech y<Hi therefore to pnwed. 
IHsc, AVhy then first of fly-tishing. 

, * That is t-» say, any halt that is with at the ^rrowinl or hoiioin. — 
Ukow.vk. 

* That is tho I'ait nitiiiin:: the ju'nmnd nith several shot or ^ hiiiuH 

l-'illrt, Ji ll'Mt. ■ IW;mwnk. 
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PUc. junior. Kly-fisln’iig, or fishing at tho top, is. as I 
wuM botore, of two sorts; with a »ialural, ainl living tly, or 
with nil artificial, nnrl made flv. 

First thou, of tho natural fiy: of which wo gonorally use 
Imi two sorts, and tlioso but in tho two luonllis of 2^Iay and 
•I lino only, nanioly,1ho groon-drakoaiul thostono-fly : ihoiieh 
I have mado iiso of a third that way, called tlio cam let-fly. 
with very good su<’<*csa for grayling, but novi'r saw it angled 
with by any other after this inanner. my master only e\c*cptei], 
who died many years ago, and was one of the host auLder- 
that ever 1 know*. 

These are to, bo angled with, witli a .short line, u-u nun 1; 
more than half tho length of your rod, if tho air be still ; 
with a longer, veiy near or ail out as long as \our rod. if y<T, 
have any wiAt} toc^rry it from you : and lliis way of iisliing w . 
call daping, dabbing, dr dibbling : ‘ w heroin you are alw a \ s t . 
have yoiur line flying before you up or down tlio river as ti.r 
wind serves, and to angle as near as you can to tho hank *'t 
the same side whereon you stand ; though whore \ ou sot* a tisli 
rise ncar jotl, you may guide your quick-fly over liim, w hotlu ■* 
ill tho middle, or on the contrary side ; and, if you are preti\ 
well out of sight, either by kneeling or the interposition •*;’ 
a bank or busTi, you may almost be sure to raise, ami take 

* Str in oliap. Til. May, art. 11, liin-ctU-rsi L 'U’ t • wiih 
«lrakv rty. 
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him too, if it be presently done ; the fish will otherwise, 
peradventurc, be removed to some other place ‘ if it be in 
the still-deeps, where he is always in motion, and roving up 
and down to look for prejr ; though in a stream, you may 
always, almost, especially if there be a good stone near, find 
him in the same place.* Your line ought in this case to be 
three good hairs next the hook,* both by reason you are in this 
kind of angling, to expect the biggest fish, and also, that 
wanting length to give him line after he is struck, you must 
be forced to tug for*t : to which 1 will also add, that not an 
inch of your line being to be suffered to touch the water in 
dibbling, it may be allowed to be the stronger. I should now 
give you a description of those files, tlieir shape and colour, 
and then give you an account of their breeding, and withal 
show you how to keep and use them ; but shall defer that 
to their proper place and neason. 

Viai. In earnest, sir, you discourse very rationally of this 
afiair, and 1 am glad to find myself mistaken in you ; for in 
plain truth I did not expect so much from you. 

Nay, sir, I can tell you a great deal more than this, 

‘ It may be e 'lisiilercd almost the invariable habit of a fish, particularly 
trout. t<.> swim away from the 8])ot where it has risen at a fly. — R ehnie. 

" As the bird termed the fly-catcher has always a favourite post from 
which tu spring uiion flies on the wing, and hence is called the bird 
in Kent, so trouts have usiuilly a favourite stone to lie lUMir in a river; 
and if you kill a trout in such a Imunt, his place will pn^bably be soon 
supplied with another. — K eenie. The author of the **1Sea80us *’ has cele- 
brated the attractive properties of a “ good stone — 

.1 list in the dubious juiint, where with the pool 
Is mixed the trembling stream, or where it IkhU 
Around the stone^ or from the holloli'ed bank 
KcvcrtOfl plays in undulating flow', 

There throw, nice judging, the delnsive fly, 

And as yon lend it round the artful curve. 

With eye attentive mark the springing game, 

Straight as above the surface of the flood 
They w'anton rise, or ur^ by hunger, leap, 

Then fir, with gentle twitch, the barbed hook ; 

Some lightly tossing bi the grassy bank, 

-\ni\ t..> tlvo i»V\e\v\iijr shriTG fduw-dnvgginit some, 

With vanous hand, proportioned to their force.— T homsoit. 

^ Or slVk-wvinn gut,— iinx)Tovemeiit since the days el the author. — 
Rrow.ye. 


c o 
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and will conceal nothing from you. But I must now come 
to the second way of angling at the ^on, which is with an 
artificial-fly, which also I will show you now to make before 
I have done : but first shall acquaint you, that with this 
you are tq angle with a line longer, by a yard and a half, or 
sometimes two yards, than your rod : and with both this, 
and the other, in a still day, in the streams, in a breeze that 
curls the water in the still-deeps, where (excepting in May 
and June, that the best trouts will lie in shallow streams to 
watcli for prey, and even then too) you are like to hit the 
best fish. 

For the length of your rod, you are always to bo governed 
by the breadth of the river you shall choose to angle at : 
and for a trout-river, one of five or six yards long is com- 
monly enough ; and longer, though never so neatly and arti- 
ficially made, it ought not to be, if you intend to fish at 
ease ; and if otherwise, where lies the sport ? 

Of these, the best that ever I saw arc made in Yorkshire, 
which arc all of one piece : that is to say of several, six, eight, 
ten, or twelve pieces, so neatly pieced, and tied together with 
fine thread below, and silk above, as to make it taper, like a 
switch, and to ply w'ith a true bent to your hand. And 
these, too, are light, being made of fir-wood for two or three 
lengths nearest to the hand, and of other wood nearer to 
the top; that a man might very easily manage the longest of 
them that ever 1 saw, with one hand. And these, when 
you have given over angling for a season, being taken to 
pieces; and laid up in some dry place, may afterwards be set 
together again in their former postures, and will be as 
straight, sound, and good, as the tii-st hour they were made ; 
and being laid in oil and colour, according to your Master 
*\Valton*8 direction, will last many years.* 

The length of your line, to a "man that knows how to 
handle his rod, and to oast it, is no manner of encumbrance, 
excepting in woody places and in landing of a fish, whicli 
every one that can anord to angle for pleasure, has somebody 
to do for him. And the length of line is a mighty advantage 

> Mfuij good ryls have l*eeii miueil by not ))ciug pn>perly oare«l fi»T cluriiii; 
the winter. A mom heated by a stove i« a l>ad place to lay them ii]> in, beai 
being more hurtful even than damis wanting tHe wttod\ind sb'irtiug tiic 
ferules.— AV. (See Note on this subject at jtage ) * 
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to the fishily at distance ; and to fiah^ite, and|/!ir-f^ ia the 

Tour in^h^caae should^never be less, nor ever 
exceed two hairs next to the hook ; for one (though some I 
know will pretend to more art than their fellows) is indeed 
too few, the least accident, with the finest hand, being suffi- 
cient to break it ; but he that cannot kill a trout of twenty 
inches long with two, in a river clear of wood and weeds, as 
this and some other of ours ore, deserves not the name of 
an angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to be, two of 
the first lengths nearest the hooks should bo of two hairs 
a-piece ; the next three lengths above them of three ; the 
next three above thefn of four; and so of five, and six, 
and seven, to the very top : by which means your rod and 
tackle will, in a manner, be taper from your very hand to 
your hook ; your line will fall much better and straighter, 
and cast your fly to any certain place to which the hand and 
eye shall direct it, witli less weight and violence, than would 
otherwise circle the w’ater and fright away the fish. 

In casting your line,- do it always before you, and so that 
your fly may first fall upon the w'ater, and as little of your 
line with it as is possible ; though if the wind be stifiT, you 
will then of necessity be compelled to drown a good part of 

* An artist mny easily throw twclrc yorrls of line with bne hand ; and 
with .two he may easily throw eighteen. — H. A vetgran suggests that 
no one is fairly entitled to l)e called an '* artist,” who cannot re^Iy t||ruw 
his fly into a pint pot at the latter distance ! 

- Till you arc a proficient, every throw will go near to cost you a hook : 
therefore practise for some time without one. — H. . 0ne«lay*8 instruction 
from an experienctnl fly-fisher will teach the tyro more than all the dixee-. 
tions ever written; nevertheless, we annex Mr. Tayjnr's rules: — **Wheu 
Your rtxl and line are prepared, let out the line about half as long again 
iis the rod : and holding the rod, ])roperly, in one hadU, — and th^ line 
ju.st above the fly, in the other, — give your rod a motion ^m right to left, 
and as you move it backwards, in order to throw ont the line, dismiss the 
line from your hand at the same time, and try several throws at this 
length. Then let out more line, and try that, still using more and more 
till you can manage any len(^ needful ; but about nine yards is quite 
Kuflicieut for a learner to practise with. And observe, that in raising your 
line, in order to throw it again, you should wave the rod a little round 
your head, and not bring it directly backwards : nor mast yen rotnm the 
line until it has streamed its full length behind you, or you will certainly 
whip off your fly. There is great art in makmg yonr line fall light on 

0 c 2 
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your line to keep your fly in the water : and in casting your 
fly, yon must aim atthe further, or n^iror, bank, as the wind 
serves your turn: which also will be with and against you 
on the same side, several times in an hour, as the river winds 
in its course ; and you will be forced to angle up and down 
by turns accordingly ; but are to endeavour, as much as you 
can, to have the wind evermore on your back. And always 
be sure to stand as far off the bank, as your length will give 
you leave when you throw to the contrary side: though, 
when the wind will not permit you so to do, and that you 
are constrained to angle on the same side whereon you 
stand, — ^you must then stand on the very brink of the river, 
and cast your fly at the utmost length of your rod and line, 
up or down the river as the gale serves. 

It only remains, touching your line, to inquire whether 
your two hairs, next to the hook, are better twisted, or 
open. And for that, I should declare that I think the open 
way the better, because it makes less show in the water ; 
but that I have found an inconvenience, or two, or three, 
that have made me almost weary of that way : of w^hich, one 
is, that, without dispute, they are not so strong open as 
twisted another, that they arc not easily to be fastened of 
so exact an equal length in the arming, that the one will 
not cause the other to bag, by which means a man has but 
one hair, upon the matter, to trust to ; and the last is, tliat 
those loose flying hairs arc not only more apt to catch upon 


Wilier, and fllunyinp; the flieH well to the tiiih. The host way that 1 enu 
direct w : When you have thrown out your line, wmtrivinK to let it fall 
lightly and iiat«<rall}\ you should raise your rod gently, and hy degrees ; 
Honietimes with a kind of a gi^ntletreinulniit Sourish, which will bi'iug the 
flies on a little towanls you, still letting them go down witli the stream ; 
but never draw theiii against it, for it is nuuatunil : and Ivfore the line 
comes too near you, throw out again. When you see a fiAh ri^.^ at a naturixl 
fly,* throw about a yard alK)ve him, but ni»t directly over his head, and h't 
y\)ur fly (or flies) more gently towanls him, which will show it him in a 
more natural form, and tempt him the more to take it. Experience and 
ohservution alone, however, can make an angler a com))lcte adept in the 
art.” — Tatar's Art of Angling, TloM^e w'ho wish for anything iaf*re iu 
detail may oonanltSflouth'a (ed. ^litty^a) *^FJy-Fishcr*s Text Book,” where 
twenty pages, illfstrated by diagrams, are devoted to the subject. 

* In the original text, the words are tmUrd as open ; contrary to what 
is, evidently, from the connection, the authors meaning ; the etlitor hfus 
thereftwe, transposed the words. — H. 
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^ every twig or bent they iiieet with, bat moreover the hook, 
in faning upon the water, will very often rebound, and fly 
back betwixt the hairs, and there stick (which, in a rough 
water especially, is not presently to be discerned by the 
angler), so as the point of the hook shall stand reversed ; 
by which means your fly swims backwards, makes a much 
greater circle in tne water, and, till taken home to you and 
set right, will never raise ahy fish ; or, if it should, I am sure, 
but by a very extraordinary chance, can hit none.^ 

Having done with both these ways of fishing at the top, 
the length of your rod, and line and all, I am next to teach 
you how to make a fly ; and afterwards, of what dubbing 
you are to make the several flies I shall hereafter name 
to you. 

In making a fly then, which is not a hackle, or palmer-fly, 
(for of those, and their sevsrral kinds, we sh^ have occasion 
to speak every month in the year), you are first to hold your 
hooK fast betwixt the fore-finger and thumb of your left 
hand, with the back of the shank upwards, and the point 
towards your finger’s ends : Then take a strong small silk 
of the colour of the fly you intend to make, i^ax it well with 
wax of the same colour too : to which end you are always, 
by the way, to hare w'ax of all colours about you ; and 
draw it betwixt your finger and thumb, to the head of the 
shank, and then whip it twice or thrice about the bare hook» 
which you must know is done, both to prevent slipping, and 
also that the shank of the hook may not cut the hairasof 
your towght,^ which sometimes it will otherwise do. Which 
being done, take your line and draw it, likewise betwixt 
your finger and thumb, holding the^ hook so fast, as only to 
sufler it to pass by, until you have the knot of your towght 
almost to the middle of the shank of your Jiook, on the 
inside of it ; then whip your silk twice or thrice about both 
hook and line, as hard as the strength of the silk will 
permit. Which being done, strip the feather for the wings 
proportionable to the bigness of your fly, placing that side 

> This, and the other inconvenieneeB mentioned in this panamph, are 
now effectnally avoided by the use of gut, of about half a yard long, next 
the hook. — 

• A term for what is whipped drat about the bare hook' to arm it. — 
Browse. 
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downwards which grew uppermost before, upon the back of 
the h(mk, leaving so much only as to ferve for the length of 
the wing of the point of the plume lying reversed from the 
end of the sbanK upwards : tnen whip your silk twice or 
thrice about the root-end of the feather, hook, and towght. 
Which being done, clip off the root-end of the feather close 
bv the arming, and then whip the silk fast and firm about 
tne hook and towght, until you come to the bend of the 
hook : but not further, as you do at London, and so make a 
very unhandsome, and, in plain English, a very unnatural 
and shapeless fiy. Which being done, cut away the end of 
your towght, and fasten it. And then take your dubbing 
which is to make the body of your fiy, as much as you tliink 
convenient ; and, holding it lightly with your hooK betwixt 
the finger and thumb of your left-hand, take your silk 
with the right, and twisting ii betwixt the finger and 
thumb of that hand, the dubbing will spin itself about tb& 
silk, which when it has done, whip it about the armed-hook 
boeWord, till you come to the setting on of the wings. And 
then take the feather for the wings, and divide it equally 
into two parts ; and turn them bac^ towards the end of the 
book, the one on the one side, and the other on the other of 
the shank, bolding them fast in that posture betwixt the fore- 
finger and thumb of your left hand. Which done, warp 
them so down as to stand and slope towards the bend of 
the hook ; and having warped up to the end of the shank, 
hold the fly fast betwixt tlie finger and thumb of your left- 
hand, and then take the silk betwixt the finger and thumb 
of your riglit hand, and, where the waqiing ends, pinch or 
nip it w*ith your thumb-nail against your finger, and strip 
away the remainder of your dubbing from the silk ; and 
then, with thf bare silk, wdiip it once or twice about, make 
the* wings to stand in due order, fasten, and tMii it off : after 
wSiich, with the point of a needle raise up the dubbing 
gently from the warp ; twitch oil' the superfluous hairs of 
your dubbing ; leave the wrings of an equal length, — ^j'our 
fiy will never else swim true ; — ^and the work is done. And 
this way of making a fly, which is certainly the best of <ill 
otlier, was taught me iy a kinsman of mine, one Captain 
Henry Jackson^ a near neighbour, an admirable fly-anglef ; 
by many deg^s the best fly-maker that ever I yet met 
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with.' And bow that I liave told you. how a fly is to be 
made, you shall presei^tly see me mahe one, with which you 
may peradventure take a trout this morning, notwithstandmg 
the unlikeness of the day ; for it is now nine of the clock, 
and flsh will begin to rise, if they will rise to-day. 1 will 
walk along by you, and look on : and, after dinner, I will 
proceed in my lecture on fly-fishing. 

Viat, 1 confess I long to be at we river; and yet I could 
sit here all day to hear you ; but some of the one, and some 
of the other, will do well : and I have a mighty ambition to 
take a trout in your liiver Dove. 

JPisc. I warrant yoii shall : I would not for more than I 
will speak of, but you should, seeing I have so extolled my 
river to you. Kay, 1 will keep you here a month, but you 
shall have one good day of sport before you go. 

Viat. You will find m^, 1 doubt, too tractable that way : 
for, in good earnest, if business would give me leave, and 
that, if it were fit, 1 could find in my heart to stay with you 
for ever, 

l^ise, I thauk you, sir, for that kind expression ; and now 
lot me look out iny things to make this 


^ There nee<1s nothing more l)e said of these directions, than that 
liiindreds have, bv means of them alone, )>econie excellent fly-niakerB. — H. 
E|ilieincni denies this, and says that *' Cotton's directions ore limited to 
making the ea.siest of all made flies — a fly witli bfxly and win{;fi, but with- 
out tail, hacklc-feutlier for legs, tinsel for tip and libbing.” — Be this as 
it may, flies of every kind are now made so well aifl so cheaply by tlie 
dealers, that the angler i»ill hanlly lose his time over them. Hoftsnd, 
Ronalds, ami Baiiihridge, have given very full directions about flies, 
illustratixl by numerous figures ; and there is a gooc^list in Rennie's 
Alphabet of Angling." For salmun-fljps, ‘‘Ephemeza's Book of the 
is one of the best. It may be as -well to mention here, that 
Mr. Ronalds prcparea-fy-ifools, which contain a flbod selection of flies, 
accurately made, and arrangeil in the order of montliB,«iio that the angler 
need iiavo hat little enquiry t(» make. They are sold by Mr. Eaton of 
O)0kGd Lane.— Ed. 
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JPise. jun. Boy ! come, give mo my dubbing-bag here 
preacmtly. And now, sir, since I find you sa honest a man, 
1 will make no scruple to lay open my treasure before you. 

Viat. Did ever any one see the like ! What a heap of 
trumpery is here ! certaiifly never an angler in Europe, has 
his shop half so well furnished as you have.* 

• 

‘ Every treatise on Sy-fisbing giveR a long list of the materials with 
vhioh the angler should be pnmd^. The lists are so yarious, that^ taken 
collectively, withonteven idmitting repetitions, tliey would fonn a vocabulary 
almost as large as our entire volume. Ronalds says, dubbing-hof/ 
fthmdd ewUain everything in the world.'* Holland gives a very judi- 
clous list) with full instmetions for making flies ; so does Rennie, in his 
agreeable little volant} ‘*The Alphabet of Angling.” Payne Fisher 
(Beckwith), in The Angler's Souvenir,” says, **The angler's dubbing-hog 
ought to contain line wool, floss, silk, and mohair, of variona colours, 
brown, red, orange, .lemon, and straw-oolbur, olive, willow-green, and 
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PUe. Tou, perhaps, ma^ think now that l^rake together 
this trumpery, as you c|ll it, for show only ; to the end that 

drab; fur uf various sbades — ^goBling-green, ciimamon, dun, brown, 
browuish-yellow, and uiuuae-oolour ; feathers, for wings, of different 
shades, from a dark brown to a bluish-gray, which may be got from the 
cormorant, heron, bald-coot, starling, dotterel, field-fare, grouse, partridge, 
kite, pheasant, owl, mallard, teal, pintado, turkey, jay (for salmon-flies), 
tern, and^nartin. Peacock and ostrich feathers supply him with herl^ 
and those of the latter miiy be dyed of any colour required. Hackles — red, 
bhick, and white, with a variety of intermediate shaileH — are obtained from 
the neck and from the wing-coverts of the common cock and hen. In flict, 
there is scarcely a bird, from an eagle to a tom-tit, whose feathers may not 
l>e of service to the angler. Even the light downy feather of a goose tied 
on a hook, in the simplest fasdiion, has been sometimes used with success 
in night-fisliiiig. Bright scarlet hackles, which are mostly usetl in dressing 
saliuon-flies, may Iw obtaineil from any military acquaintance who shows’ a 
tuft of red feathers in his jdume. The tupping or crest, which moves so 
gracefully on thp head of the lapwing, as he lxd)8 about upon the fell, is 
of]p>n recommended for the Ixnly of a % ; but the herl of an ostrich answers 
the purpose much bt^ttcr. (Jut and hair-links, stntng silk for whipping, of 
different colours; gold and silver tinsel, or twist, for ribbing; with wax, 
needles, penknife, aud a pair of Khar|)‘l>ointeil scissors, are necessary 
appendages to the dubbing-bag.*' To thu ca/fiict may he added anotk^ 
from SuiPLKY AND FiTsuiBBoy, a very aeusible treatise on Jfy-Jishinff, 
jmhlished at Ankhornc in 1838. Materials. —Hilk of eveiy shade and 

colour, tlic finest, the strongest, and the Wst. Fibres from the wings of 
tlie starling, fieldfare, blackbird, red-wing, lark, hen-pheasant, woodcock, 
landrail, grouse, jiartridge, and twenty others; and feathers of different 
shades ]diickeil from the liody under the wing of tlic wild drake. 
Tlie Htuirccst aud 1)eHt hackles are duns i»f all sliiules, particu- 
larly those which jiusscas the clearest shadea of blue ; •furnace hackles, 
w‘hich arc of a red cedour, witli a black streak along the stem ; red 
hackles, light and dark ginger, black and griszled hackles. These are got 
in tlie greatest iierfection friiti off the upper part of the necks of cocks. 
When dun hackles cannot be procured from cocks,* you flinst use those 
from dun hens ; which, however, from the sflltnesa of their fibre, are less 
callable of resisting water. The best time for pluckinf^dun birds is in the 
middle of winter, the feathers being then perfect, and free from that 
disagreeable matter which at other times is generally founa in the pen-part 
of the feather. Dun hackles, when plucked in Ma^, and expos^ to tJ^ 
action of the sun’s heat, assume a fine yellow tinge, and become that 
useful feather called the yellow don.” We sum up with the elegant linea 
of Gay : — 

** To frame the little animal, provide 
All the gay hues that wait on female pride ; 

Let nature guide thee. Sometimes golden wire 
The diining bellies of the fly require ; 

The peacock’s plumes thy tackle must not fiiil, 

Nor the dear purchase of the sable’s tidl. 
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such as see it, which are not many I assure you,. may think 
me a great master in the art of angling : but let me tell you 
here are some colours, as contemptilUe as they se^ here, 
that are very hard to be got ; ana scarce any one (U them, 
which, if it should be lost, I should not miss, and be con- 
cerned about the loss of it too, once in the year. But look 
you, sir, amongst all these I will choose out these two 
colours only, of which, this is bear*s hair, this d^ker, no 
great matter what: but I am sure 1 have killed a great deal 
of fish with it ; and with one or both of these, vou shall take 
trout or grayling this very day, notwithstanding all disad- 
vantages, or my art shall fail me. 

Viat, You promise comfortably, and 1 have p great deal 
of reason to believe every thing you say : but 1 wish the fiy 
were made, that we were at it. 

Fisc. That will not be long ip doing ; and pray observe 
then. You see first how I hold my hook, and thus I begin. 
Look you, here are my first two or three whips about the 
bare hook ; thus I join hook and line ; thus I put on my 
wings ; thus I twirl and lap on my dubbing ; thus 1 work 
it up towards the head ; thus I part my wings ; thus I nip 
my superfluous dubbing from iny silk ; thus fasten ; thus 
trim aud adjust my fly: and there's a fly made. And now 
how do you like it ? 

Vtat. J-H, earnest, admirably well; and it perfectly re- 
sembles a fly ; but we about London make the bodies of our 
flics both muc!h bigger and longer, so long ns even almost to 
the very beard of the hook. 

Fisc. 1 know it very well, and had one of those flies given 
me by an libnest gentleman, wlio came with my Father 
Walton to give me a visit ; which, to tell you the truth, I 
hung in my parlbur window to laugh at ; but, sir, you know 
thej. proverb, They who go to liuime, must do as they at 
!^ome do and, believe me, you must here make your flies 
after this fashion, or you will take no fish. Come, 1 will 
look you out a line, and you shall put it on, and try it. 
There, sir, now 1 think you are fitted ; and now beyond the 

Baoi gaudy bird some slender tribute brings, 

. And lends the grawing insect proper vings ; 

Hilks of all colours must their aid impart, 

And every fur promote the fisher's art.” 
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&rther end of the walk you shall begin. I see at that bend 
of the water above, t]|e air crisps the water a little, knit 
your line first here, and then go up thither, and see what 
you can do. 

Tiat. Did you see that, sir ? 

Pise. Yes, 1 saw the fish, and he saw you too, which made 
him tui:a short ; you must fish further off, if you intend to 
liave any sport here ; this is no New Biver, let me tell you ! 
That was a good trout, believe me ; did you touch him r 

ViaL No, I would I had, we would not have parted so ! 
Look you, there was another ! This is an excellent fly ! 

Pise. That fly, I am sure, would kill fish, if the day were 
right : but they only chew at it, 1 see, and will not take it.‘ 
Come, sir, let us return back to the fishing-house ; this still 
water I see will not do our business to-day. You shall now, 
if you please, make a fly jiourself,* and try what you can do 
ill tlio streams with that ; and I know a trout taken with 
a fly of your own making, will please you better than twenty 
with one of mine. Give me that bag again, sirrah. Look 
YOU, sir, there is a hook, towght, silk, and a feather for the 
wings: be doing with those, and 1 will look you out a 
dubbing, that 1 think will do. 

Plat. This is a very little hook. 

Pise. That may serve to inform you, that it is for a very 
little, fly, and you must make your wings accordingly ; for 
as the case stands it must be a little fly, and a very little 

^ ^Vllen a fish m thus (>l)serTe(l t<> play, as it were, with the fly, 1 lliiuk 
Ik* is pn>bahly (loubtfiil of its smell ; luid I have often succeeded in making 
tlieiii Mte in Kiich cases by putting a cadis bait, or other fikaect, on the fly- 
hook. — ^llENNlE. • 

^ To make a fly is so eaaential, that he hardly denenree the name of an 
angler who cannot drt it. There are many who will go to a tackle-shop, 
:iTul tell the master of it, oh Dapper does kuhtU in '*Th^Alchenuuit»**.tl^t 
they lean/ a jly ; for which they have a thing put into their hands, that 
would pose a naturalist to find a resemblance flnr : though, when partieidar 
directions have been given, I have known them exorUeatly fna^ the 
].)er8onH employed by the fishing-tackle makers in London. But do thou, 
my honest friend,. learn to make thy own flies; and be assured, that in 
collecting and arranging the materials, and imitating the varions shapes 
and colours of these admirable creatures, there is litUe less pleasure timn 
even in catching fldi. — ^H. This, no doubts was very true »oentury ago, 
when Sir John Hawkins wrote ; hut now all is changed. See note^ 
an/e, page 391 . — ^Ed. 
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one too, that must do your business. Well said ! believe 
me you shift your fingers very hai^somely : I doubt 1 
have taken upon me to teach my master. So, here's your 
dubbing now. 

Viat, This dubbing is very black. 

Pise. It appears so in hand, but step to the door and 
hold it up betwixt your eye and the sun, and it will appear 
a shining red : let me tell you, never a man in England can 
discern the true colour of a dubbing any way but that ; and 
therefore choose always to moke your flies on such a bright 
sunshine day as this, which also you may the better do, 
because it is worth nothing to fish in. Here, put it on ; 
and be sure to make the body of your fly as slender as you 
can. Very good ! Upon my word you have made a mar- 
vellous handsome fly. 

Viat. I am very glad to hear it ; 'tis the first that ever I 
made of this kind in my life. 

Piw. Away, away ! You are a doctor at it : but I will 
not commend you too much, lest I make you proud. Come, 

E ut it on, and you shall now go downward to some streams 
etwixt the rocKS below the little foot-bridge you see there, 
and tiy your fortune. Take heed of slipping into the w ater 
as you follow me under this rock.^ So, now you are over, 
and now throw in. 

Viat. This is a fine stream indeed ! There’s one ! 1 
have him. 

Pise, And li precious catch you have of liim ; pull him 
out ! 1 see you have a tender hand. This is a diminutive 
gentleman, e’en throw him in again, and let him grow till 
ho be more wJJrthy your anger. 

Viat, Pardon me, sir, all’s fish that comes to the hook 
with me now. Another ! 

Phe, And of the same standing. 

Viat I see I shall have good sport now. Another ! and 
a grayling. Why you have fish here at will. 

^ Mr. BagHter, visited the spot in the autuinn of 1814, fur the par- 
liose of identifying the scenery, and who went step by step over the ground 
which ie the scene of^is dialogue, says that ** the nndeviating aocnracy of 
delineation is very striking ; but at this spot an alteration was made a few 
years ainoc, by cutting away part of tiie n«k and removing the bridge, " 
the site of which is }itiU nuirked by fragments uf atone. ’’ — Ellis. 
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Pwc. Gome, come, cross the bridge, and go down the 
other side, lower ; where you will imd finer streams, and 
better sport, I hope.^than this. Look you, sir, here is a 
fine stream now. You have length enough, stand a little 
further off, let me entreat you; and do but fish this stream 
like an artist, and peradventure a good fish may fall to your 
share. How now ! What is all gone P 

Viat. No, I but touched him ; but that was a fish worth 
taking. 

Pise. Why now, let me tell you, you lost that fish by your 
own fault, and through your own eagerness and haste : for 
you are never to offer to strike a good fish, if he do not 
strike himself,^ till first you see him tum^his head after he 
has taken your ; and then you can never strain your 
tackle in the striking, if you strike with any manner of 
moderation. Gome, thro^ in once again, and fish me this 
stream by inches ; for 1 assure you here are very good fish : 
both trout and grayling lie here ; and at that great stono 
on the other side, ’tis ten to one a good trout gives you the 
meeting. 

Fiat. 1 have him now, but he is gone down towards the 

^ Every candid fly-fisher -will confess, that iu nine cases out of ten, the 
trout hmiks himself ; and in rough, sometimes in smooth, though dark, 
water, the hrst notice you have of his bite is his weight on the line. 
Many a fish is lost by vain attempts at striking, which c«iin|)el y'ou to bring 
the line home for another cast, when a few inches more piay would have 
<loue the business. Cotton’s directions are, therefore, ^excellent. Better 
not strike at all, unles.s you are sure, and then strike easily by a tn^i of 
the wrist alone. In fishing fiir and fine, which is the surest way, 
os])ecin11y in clear, still waters, it is not easy to see the fish, and you 
iiiiist lie giiideil by the disturbance he makes of tke surface. After he 
has risen, cast your fly a little above the place where he showed himself, 
ns a trout almost always heatls up stream, and his jipring will send him 
in that direction; then cast in different directions around him. If he be 
large enough to give you trouble, get your rod in a perflbiidicular poutiou 
:iK soon as possible ; for then you have more power in playing him witti it. 
Be sure, however, never to slack your line, or he may snap it and be dS ; 
neither grasp your line to draw him by it, nor attempt to basket him 
while you are standing in the water; but as soon as he is sufficiently 
exhausted, lead him to a shallow, and so contrive that if he fiill it may 
not he into the water. If the fish be small, sueh pains are unneeesiaiy ; 
or if you have a landing net, do not use it until be is sufficiently sub- 
dued. A trout may al^ be more readily killed Iqr leading* him down 
stream, or, if there be no current, to and fh», as so the water will rush 
into his open mouth and drown him.-^Am. Ed. 




was. Bring Ijither that landing-net, boy. And How, air, he 
is your own ; and believe me . a good one, sixteen inches 
long I warnHifliiin: I have taken none such this year. 

.1 never f^aw a grayling before look so black. 

Pi$e. Bid you not why then let me tell you, that you 
never saw.Hne before in right season : for then a grayling is 
very/bMk ^out his head, gills, and down his and 

has . hu: belly of a dark grey, dappled with black spots, as 
Vnu.KiecthiB is; and I am ant to conclude, that from thence 
lie demes Iris name of umW.* Though I must tell yon 
this fish is past his prime, and begins to decline, and was in 
better season at Christmas than he is now. But move on, 
for it grows towards dinner-time ; and there is a very great 

' Others say, that the name um6er, ai;ruif\ing is .u'iveii U- 

ciiiiKc the fialhawiniH so fast as to iwb like a sha(i«>v. — lUvsir, 







OBAF.TL] THB UCOITB BAT. 889 

and fine stream below, under that rock, that fills the 
deepest pool in all the river, where you are almost sure of a 
good fish. 

VM. Let him come, Til try a fall with him. But I had 
thought, that the grayling had been alwa^jrs in season with 
the trout, and had come in and |;one out with him. 

Fisc. Oh, no ! assure yourself a grayling is a winter-fish,' 
but such a one as would deceive any but such as know him 
very well indeed ; for his flesh, even in his worst season, is 
so firm, and will so easily calve,^ that in plain truth he is 
very good meat at all times: but in his perfect season, 
which, by the way, none but an overgrown grayling will 
ever be, 1 think him so good a fish, as to be little inferior to 
the best trout that ever 1 tasted in my life. 

ViaL Here’i^nother skip-jack ; and 1 have raised five or 
six more at l^t whilst were speaking : W’ell, go thy 
way little Dove ! thou art the finest river that ever I saw, 
and the fullest of fish. Indeed, Sir, I like it so well, that 1 
am afraid you will be troubled with me onco a year, so long 
as we two live. 

Fisc. I am afraid 1 shall not, Sir : but were you once hero 
a May or a Juue, if good sport would tempt you, I should 
tlicii expect you would sometimes sec me ; for you would 
then say it were a fine river indeed, if you had onco seen 
tlie sport at the height. 

/7rt/. Which 1 will do, if I live, and that you please to 
give me leave. There was one ; and there another. 

Fisc. And all this in a strange river, and with a Sf of 
your owu making ! Why what a dangerous man are you ! 

/7<7^. 1, Sir, but who taught me P and*as Bamsetas says 
by his man Dorns, so you may say by me ; 

m 

If my man tuch praises Jjave,® ^ 

What then have I, that taught the knave ? 

' Tho Wat grayling fishing 19 from Octoiier tn CThristmoK. They are then 
ill seiLsoii, and in iiiy humble opinion they are a much tiettcr fish than a 
trout, -Kn. 

‘ That 19, part in ftakes. — Browns. 

3 From **Thv Guintefea of Pembroke's Arcadia," by Sir Philip Sydney, 
lib. i. page 70, which reads — 

** K«>r if my man must jinuHCs have, 

What then must I, that keep the knave Bp. 
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Bat ipv'hat have we got here ? A rock sprin^ng up in the 
middle of the river ! this is one of the oddest sights that ever 
I saw.' 

Piae. Why, sir, from that pike * that you see standing up 
there distant from the rock, this is called Fike-Fool. And 
young Mr. Izaak Walton^ was so pleased with it, as to draw 
it in UndMape in black and white, in a blank book I have at 
home; as he has done several prospects of my house also, 
which I keep for a memoi^ of his favour, and will show 
you, when we come up to dinner. 

Fiai. Has young Master Izaak Walton been here too P 

Piae. Tea, marry has he, sir, and that again, and again 
too; and in Prance since, and at Borne, and at Venice, and 
I can’t tell where ; but I intend to ask him a great many 
hard questions so soon ns I can see iiim, wl^b^h will be, Ood 
willing, next month. In the meantime, sir, to come to this 
fine stream at tlie head of this great pool, you miist venture 
over these slippery, cobbling stones. Believe me, sir, there 
you were nimble, or else you had been down ! But now you 
arc got over, look to yourself ; for, on my word, if a fish rise 
here, he is like to bo such a one as will endanger your tackle. 
How now ! 

Futf. I think you have such command here over the fishes, 


' Alniont. «vcTy mck in this ciiarming rivor lias its «nvu )H‘Oii]iar luimo. 
Stmie ar« niflud otlit'Ts sliuukU r^ nf inutton, fnMis-hok'S, tlio 

tnrdve aiHwtltis, Ac. The iwk Viato r refers t*; here, stands iu the 

middle «f tlic river, — En. 

^ It is a mck, in the fiishiow "f n spire -stooph', and almost ns big. It 
staiids in the midst of the river Dove, and not far |■rl>lll Mr. Coitoirs hoiisi* ; 
Ixduw which ]dacc Uiis delicate river tnke» .a .s\\ift career betwixt many 
mighty rocks, much higher and bigger than St. raul's church bcfniv it was 
burnt. And this Dove lieing op|i»ise<l by mie of the highest of them, has, 
at last-, forced itseft a way through it : »ud after a mile's eoneeahuent, 
up^H^ars again frith more glory and l^^auty than beforo that opposition, 
riiiiuing through the m«ist ]tieasa)'t valley'* uiid moNt fruitful meadows that 
fiiis nation can justly Uiast of. — Walton. 

® In 1675, laaak Walton, the younger, who appears t.‘. have lieeii a< 
amiable and pious as his father, nc<«om]A.*iiiieil his uncle, Thomas Ken, in a 
tour through Italy to Kome, ami other plaec'^. It was the year of the 
great Faiail Jubilee, a period vif great interest to the lT,iYellors and of fear 
to some of their ffiends, lest, when many were' wavering, they also might 
n*ccive mmiamiiuition of their faith. Izaak Walton, however, n?tnrnetl 
oci’upy a eaiionry at Saliahtiry ; Ken, to fill .a pivlu'mlal sfcill at Winchester, 
and ultimately the hishopric of Bath and W^-lls. — I. i/e of A>«. 
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that vou can raise them by your word, as they say conjurors 
can /do spirits, and aittM*ward make them do what you bid 
tliem ; for liere’s a trAit has taken my fly.‘ I hail rather 
have lost a crown. What luck’s this! lie was a lovely tisli, 
and turned up a side like a salmon ! 

Pise. O, sir, this is a war where you sometimes win, and 
must sometimes expect to lose. Never concern yourself for 
the loss of your fly ; for ten to one I teach you to make a 
better. Who’s that calls ? 

Servant, Sir, will it please you to come to dinner P 

Fisc. We come, x ou hear, sir, we are called : and now 
take your choice, whether you n’ill climb this steep hill 
before you, from the top of which you will go directly into 
tlie house, or back again over these stepping-stones, and 
about by the b|jidgc. 

Fiat, Nay, sure, the nearest way is best ; at least my 
stomach tolls mo so : and I am now so well acquainted with 
your rocks, that 1 fear them not. 

Fisc, Como, then, follow' me : and so soon as we have 
dined, wo will down again to the little housts where I will 
begin at tlie place 1 left olF about ily-lishiiig. and road you 
another loctun? ; for 1 havi? a great deal more to say upon 
that subject. 

Fiat. The noro the bettor; I could never have mot with 
a more* obliging inasster, niy iir.st excepted ; nor Mich sport 
can all the rivers about Loudon ev<*rallbrd, as is to be found 
in this pretty river. 

Pise. You deserve to liavobottfr, both because I sec you 
are willing to take pains, and for liking this little so well ; 
and bettor 1 liopt* to show you betore we part.’ 

^ T ik-M> in ilu- w ost viz. Iu-iAl* ;ovayVith it. — II. 


D O 
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pt«iiixa AT Tin; Top— -Kf.irs lou thk moxtM'' * *r’ .iani KinufAi; 

MAIU'll, APRIL, \M’ PART oK MAH : IN' 1.1 I IN-.. VM P.K MAV, PARTI' « J. 
Mi:i:<'Ti"Ns ii'iv. In luiT uiTii iHK '.p.r.L' I'KAKk. 


f ittf. Nir! IuihIiilj iw»\v wi ll ao.u;. 

set ill yniir lilllf 1 umis«’. I will riiaiifiiiji' \ tuir juMiiii-.’, 
iind ynu t<i jiriMM-r*! in \«mr i-ni i'>r tly-jislii]::' . 

wliirli, that you may he iho I't-tirr n;'‘iHira,:»’«l to ilo, I \\\\ 
nssun* you liial Miano m*t loM. I i.iink. I'ln- •'H iiabio -'t* w fi.n 
you liavi' folil mo ; but \t ry W’t :i n !n!jj ur oar din vtix':.- 
both li»r llio n*'!, lino, ami inakiii.: a ti \ . aa-i ii-'W dioxin- ar: 
aootuint ol'tl.o llios ibonisrUo>. 

Visr. Why. sir. I am n*aii\ t.» i: ; and si a; I • 
Tin? whoh? aflrn’inHin to do ii in. it' iu>lu‘iiv «• 'ii.r.* in into*. 
ru])i us : for U)ii mu^t kirnw, boddo^ tbo Kniiliio>.s ui* t*..- 
day, (bat tho afioniuons so oarly in Maivli ^ii:Id^y \i i} iiJi; ' 
to wkli a Hy ; tliouijh wiiii a minmo.v. ^.r aA^u; :; . 

something I oonfosj*, bt» di.no. 

To bojiiu tliou wluTo I loft otV. -My lailn r WaKoii Ud:> 
us but of tWolvo arlitioial llios. to anclo wi?!i at tbo lop. ami 
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gives their nnmes ; of which some arc cominouwiih iis hero ; 
and 1 think 1 guess at most of thoni by his description, and 
I believe they all bre(^, and are taken in our rivers, though 
we do not make them either of the same dubbing or fashion. 
And it may be in the rivers about London whicli 1 presume 
ho has most frequented, and where 'tis likely he has done 
mo.stoxeeut ion, there is not much notice taken of many more: 
butwc are acquainted with several otiiers here, though, p(*r- 
haps, 1 may reckon some of liis by other names too ; but, if 
1 do, 1 shall make you amends by an addition to his cata- 
logue. And altlioiigh tlie fore-named great master in the 
art of angling, for so in truth he is, tells you that no man 
should in honesty catch a trout till the middle of March, 
yet I hope ho will give a man leave sooner to take a gray- 
ling ; which, a^t 1 told you, is in the dead months in his best 
season : and do assure y^>n, which I remember by a very 
remarkable token, 1 did once take upon tin* sixth day of 
UoeembiT, one, and only one, of the biggest graylings, and the 
be.st in season, that over J yet saw or tasted ; and do iisnally 
take trouts too. and with a tly, not only Ixdbre the middle 
of this month, but almost every year in February, unless it 
he a very ill spring imieed : and have sometimes in Janiinry, 
so l arly ns >iew-year’s-li<ie, and in frosl and snow, taken 
grnxiing in a warm sunshiin* day for an hour or two nhi»ut 
luuMi : aTid to fi>h for him with a grub it is thmi the hesl 
1 ime itf ail. 

1 >iiall begin my l1^-^i^llil)g with that month,' 

‘ Tli-' .'TT,!. !■' * t' i.t- ilay :ir«‘ liiviiltil int > two wliii'h may 

• ii\» uii lit l\ _u- -i I tl \]if intifufion aiul uur,‘ intltfitivn. TIi« 

i ili'jt (r< 'inniM I*** f«r "uly with u nirc imitatinii of 

t!..‘ tin * in ;ui«l that, t li»Ti f- tn*. thi' H m s Ht-vii on tlif whUm' arc* t«» 

(■« iriiM.-itxi. Til'- m'IukiI liohl that un lly ran U* in.'ulc in 

.ijiil.atv natiiu- »■. ■ ! •>« Iv :i.s t.- u arrant «s in tliSt thu fis*!! takra it 

t'>r tljr li.-ititrnl tly; aii'l, tlun-fir**, little rrferenro nee«l he hail in the fly 
On' tr -iii .'irn n oiling.— .-1 m. /.»/. “Th»* fish,*' aays Rennie^ in 

J.i'* “Alji'r.'il < T » t .Vn-ili'.'-' " >. “a|'i var l^i seize np.'ii an nrtitirial fly, Lmh-'uiihc, 
wiii-it iirawM :ii n:^ t'lK it ha.^ the* api'i^ruiire of Itein^,' a living 

wh-'-i sf'. vi*'s is nuiti* nniiri|M>rtnnt, ns nil iii.s*ictH nre equally 
w«'h*»tiur. TIm- aim "f th** :u»sl<'r, .H»iimliti^'ly, mii^ht to lie l« have hin 
arOtirial tly r.nh*iihitt i), by iu form anil (Vtloura, to attract the notice of the 
tisli, in wliirh (.'iis.r he 1 i:ia a murh {{reater ch.aiioe nf 8iicce«8 than hy making 
ilio iireatest i lY a-t’i t » imit.-iti* any particular sf^cies of fly.” Fisher 
i*‘Aiij;Ut's .S"uvur.r'’) remarks, in the saiue strain: “Wherever fly- 



THE COMPLETE A50LEB. 


[part II. 


401. 

though I confess very few begin so soon, and that such as 
are so fond of the sport as to embrace all opportunities, can 
rarely in that month find a day fit ibr their purpose, and 
tell you that, upon my knowledge, these flics in a warm sun, 
for an hour or two in the day, are certainly taken.' 

fishing iH (imctiiicd it has been ascertainoil, ffitiii i;x|)ericuec, that the l)est 
flics are Uiofio which arc not Hhaped lirofcHscdly in imitation of any 
imrticiilar living insect. Rcfi, black, and )>row*n hacklcH, and flies of the 
bittern’s, lunllarrrH, )iartridge*s, wotNlctM^k’s, grouse's, Isild-cootX martin’s, 
or lilne hen’s feathers, w'ith duldnng of l)ri»wn, yellow, or orange ooea- 
sionnlly blended, and hackles, rrsl, brown, or l.lack under the wings, are 
the most useful flics that an angler can use in daylight, on any stnuiui, all 
the year through. For night- fishing in lakes, or long still |>unds, im fly is 
Ifctter than a white hackle. The angler iiinst lie guided in his selection of 
flies by the state of the watcT — whether clear or dull, siniM)th or ruffleil by 
A hr<*eze; and also by the st-ate of the w'eather, ns it may }>e cloudy or 
liright. When the water is clear, ami the day nithflF bright, small flies 
ami hackles of a dark shade are most fikely to )irove successful, if used 
with a flne line and thrown by a delicate haml ; but then it is only liefon; 
eight in the morning and after six in the evening, from June to August, 
that the fish may lie expectc<] to rise. When the water, in such weather, 
is ruffled by a fresli breeze, larger hackles and flics of the same colour may 
Ik; used. When the water is clciiritig after rain, a rcl hackle, and a fly 
with a body of orange-coloured iiiobair, dappled wings of a mallard or pea- 
fowl’s feather, with a reddish-brown backln iiniler tlieiii, are likely to 
tempt trout, at any time of day, from Mareli to OctoU'i*. The old .loctrine 
of a ditfereiit assoriiiieiit of flies fur each month iit the year is now 
deservedly exploded, for it is well known to practical anglers, who never 
read a book oh tlie subject, and whose judgment is not biassed by ground- 
less theories, that^the same flies with which they catch most fish in April 
will- generally do them gistd service througiiont tlie season. The iiamcM 
given to artificial flies are for tifi* most fiart arbitrary, and afford no guide 
(with one or two exceptions) for distingnishiug the fly meant.'’ 

On the othci^de U is contended, that the nun-imitatiun writers thom- 
seives admit, as experience (xuniHils them to do, tiiat there must W an 
lulaptation of colours in the fly, and also that certain flies will not K> 
taken at some Beaaon*8 which are freely taken at otliei's. Nay, that though 
when tlie fish iu% wantonly playful and hungry, they may rush at almost 
anything like nn insect, when the water is clear, the day l«right, and the 
fish coy, the angler who l^est imitates the natural fly of the time, and casts 
it with skill, ** stands,” to use the wonis of Mr. Blaine, ’‘proudly con- 
spicuous among his fellows.” — E d. 

* On this list of flies, Sir John Hawkins says : ’’The inutility of laying 
down precise nilea for the colour of the flies to lie use<i on ]uirticular days, 
or hours of the day, must be obvious. Walton himself ha.s liumouronsly 
observed ’fThat whereas it is said by many, tlwt in fly-fishing for a trout, 
the anper must observe his twelve several flies for the twelve months of 
the year ; I say, he thai follows that rule shall be as sure to catch fish, 



CHAP. YU.} 


TU£ SECOND DJLT, 


405 


JANUAttY.' 

1 . A Bed Brown, \\ 4 th wings of the male of a mallard, 

almost white; the dubbing, 
of the tail of a black long- 
coated cur, such as they 
commonly make muffs of; 
for the hair ou the tail of 
such a dog dyes and turns 
to a red brown, but the 
hair of a smooth-coateil 
dog of the same colour will 

not do, bccniise it will not dye, but retains its natural colour.* 
And this ily is taken, in a warm sun, this whole month 
through. 

2 . There is*J«o a very little Bright-diin Gnat, ns little ns 
can possibly be made, so 4ittle ns never to be hshed with, 
with above one hair next the hook : and this is to be made 
of a mixed dubbing of marten’s fur, and the white of a hare’s- 



au«l lio i\s as he tliut innkos hay by the fair ilnys in an almanack, and 
no .«iiir«^r; fur thusc vvry tlirs that use to npitear alioiit, and uii the water, 
ill one itioiitli of the year, may the fullua*iii|; year eotiic nlmoat a month 
si^uner or later. Fur the ;»ciierality, three or f**ur flies, neat ami rifehtfully 
made, and nut too bijr, serve fur a tnmt in nnwt rivers all the amuiiier.' ” - 
Preface, A lajlcr. The dinartiuiis eontaiued in the following liucH 

are at U'a><»t a.s UN(.‘riil as any 

“ A hruwn-rwl fly at moniiug grey, 

A darker dun in clearer day ; 

\Vlieii summer mins liavik swelled the AocnI, 

The hackle retl, and worm are psid : 

At eve when twilight ahadua prevail, 

Try the haeklc white and mail. * 

Be iiiiiidfiil aye your fly to thrtw 
Liglit as falls the flakey snow.*' — II* 

^ “ WritiTs have funned their lists of flics for eacS {larlicular month 
of the year, aeeurding iu the example of «»]d father Walton, have imt attended 
to the nltenition in the calendar since his time, and do not leem to kilbw 
that fish, never having licen made ao({uaintul with the act of George I. com- 
mauding the change, still oKserve the old style. All the editions of Walton 
puhlished since this act for correcting the calendar to the present time are 
euiisoqueiitly twelve days behind in their lists of flies for every monili, and 
reipiiro correction aeconi iiigly. It is surprising that the editor of a late expen- 
sive eilitiou of W alton, vrhu is so well acquainted with dates igid calendars, 
should have overlooked this most important fiict .** — AnglePit «^iirehtr. 

^ The dubbing is 1 > be warped on as No. 1 in Februaiy, infra, — H. 
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BCiit; with a very white and small wing. And ’tis no great 
matter how fine you fish, for nothing will rise in this month 
but a grayling ; and of them I never, it this season, saw any 
taken with a fly of above a foot long in my life : but of little 
ones, about the bigness of a smelt, in a warm day and a 
glowing sun, you may take enough with these two flies ; and 
they are butii taken the whole iiioiith tliroiigh. 


FEBRUARr. 

1. Where the red brown of the Inst month ends, another, 
almost of lh(» same colour, begins with this ; saving, that the 

^ dubbing of this must be of something a blacker colour, and 
both of them Avnrpt on with red silk. The dubbing that 
should make this fly, ami that is the triicst^^oluur, is to be 
got off the black .spot of a hog's *bar: not that a black spot 
in any part of the hog will not aflbrd the same colour, but 
that the hair in that place is by many degrees softer, and 
more fit for the purpo.se : his wing must be as the other ; 
and this kills all this month, and is ealled the lesser red- 
brown. 

2. This mouth also a Plain Hackle,' or Palmer-fly, m.ade 
with a rough black body, either of 
black spauiers fur or I lie whirl of 
ail ostrich- feather, and tlie red 
hackle of a enpon ovim- all, will kill ; 
ai^d, if the wi‘allu*r be right, make 
very good sp^ri. 

.‘i. Also a Lesser Ifackle with a 
black body also.silver-t w i^it cn er \ hat , 
and a red feather ^>ver all. will Jill 
yoijr pannier, if the riiouth he open, 
niuf m>t hound up in iee, and miow*. with very good (ish : but 
iirense of a fro^t ami smnv. yon are to angle only with the 
Hinallesl gnats, browns, and thins, you ran ir.ak«* ; and witli 
those are only expect graylings no hiirger than sprats. 



ijh. k rail!. 


' Tho is n*»w in th*' niunth o! Ffbrii'iry. rlnrini: tthii-h ;ir« i.-ilitn 

tho Pi.AiN iivrKi.K, \\v tLh»nM inaii* .if 

licH. w.irptHl, Ml- tiril down, to the duUMiu* with r-d :inil .i roil t'.'ok’s 
lijiokle overall. — H. 
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4. In this month, upon a whirling round water, wo hare 
a Great Hackle ; the body block, and wrapped with a red 
feather of a capon untlimined : that is, the whole length of 
the hackle staring out, (for we sometimes barb the hackle- 
feather short all over, sometimes barb it only a little, and 
sometimes barb it close underneath;) leaving the whole 
length of the feather on the top or back of the flv, which 
makes it swim better, and, as occasion serves, kills very 
great fish. 

5. AVc make use also, in this month, of another Great 
Hackle ; the body black, and ribbed over with gold twist, 
and a red feather over all ; which also does great execution.^ 

G. Also a Great Hun, made with dun bear's hair, and 



the wings of the 
gray feather of a 
mallard near unto 
his tail; which is 
absolutely the best 
fly can be thrown 
upon a river this 
month, and with 
which an angler 


Artit-ojii r.y. x.aur;i! fiy. sliall liavo admi- 


rable sport. 

7. AVe have also this month the Great Jllue^un; the 
dubbing of the bottom of bear’s hair next to the roots, 
mixed with a little blue camlet ; the wings of the dark gray 
iballuT of a mallard. ’ ^ • 


S. AVo have also tliis month a Hark Brown; the dubbing 
of a brown hair off the flank of a bn^nded Vow, and the 
\\ iiigs of the gray drake's feather. * 

And note, that tlic.se several hackles, nr palmer-flies, are 
<n]ne for one water and one sky, and some foi^nnother ; and, 
aecordiiig to tlie change of those, wo alter their sizo^and 
colour." And note also, that both in this, and all otRcr 


' iriLii TWIST ii.o'KT.r: tlic HATiic dublung, warpinR, ami liarkle, with 
twist. Thtttf fmrkhit are takni rhifjlif from nine to elertn in the 
jnortiinff^ and frtm one to three in the aftenwon. They will do for any 
iii /ufh in the and any water . — il. 

” Air. Darker recommeuds, for a night fly, the white iNitnier; at day 
<I(iwu, a red ; and at daylight, a black of the «ame kind.— H. 



408 


THE COMPLETE AHOLEE. 


[past IL 


rnonthB of the yeer, when yon do. not certainly know what 
fly is taken, or. cannot see. any fish to rise, you are then to 
put on a small, hackle, if the watexf be clear, or a bigger, 
u something dark, until you have taken one ; and then, 
thrusting your finger through his gills; to pull out his gorge, 
which being opened with your knife, you will then discovei* 
what fly is taken, and may fit yourself accordingly.* ^ 
For the making of a hackle, or palmer-fly, my father 
Walton has already given you sufficient direction.* 



MARCII.^ 

For this month you nre to use nil the same hackles, and 
flies with the other ; but you arc to make them less. 

* Tli’iH is a very finest iunablo piiile, as lish will frciiwently rise at ai» 
nrtilleinl fly of finite a ditfcreiit ctfluiir tf» those playing; on the water, .aiiil 
fin which tlyiy have lieon prcvifiusly fi-cfliui;. Col. Vfiiahles anti otficr 
writers on the subject, give directif>ns to lieat the bushes bv tlie side of » 
sireani, for the pugiosc of seeing what kind of flies art' abi-oatl, th.-it you 
may, adopt them, particularly those which arc most abniulant ; bvt ihU 
information is of im prarto’al util if ;/, — 

* But, with Mr. Cultons gootl leaY-c, he has not, nor any author tJiai 
I know of, unlesS we are to take that for a p:iliiu*r, which Walton bn' 
given directions for making (paj^o 14$b which I can ni‘ver till I mi> wliat, 
I have never yet SL-ep, viz., caterpillars with wind's. Kei^et, thcur.Mi*, 
wings as nunatiiral and absnni; .aTid make the plain hackle or paliii jr, 
wliicb are terms of the same import.- H. 

*, March, is generally considered as the c-.mmone*. uieiit of the fly-Ji.dilng 
season for salmon, tnmt. and grayling ; but Hides.s the spring l*o vt iy for- 
ward, little s}i«irt may Ik* expectetl till aUmtiho mid<lle of the mouth; 
and then, till the eml of August, Baliinm aud Irtait may W tislied tor with 
the fly witli every pnisprct of su**ee.ss. lint as towards grajliuir, altUo'.ijjji 
they iiegin to rita* with the tr-’iit, tlirir Wst st-as-m h nut till late in the 
Slimmer, ami fiof;s not end till NovemU-r. In the hut m.vnths, flT-fi«hiito 
is prineiitally Voiiflneii to the imTiiincrs and eveuinss, except in cloudy ui.d 
windy days, ^hen it m.ny be pRieti^^d througUuuL — 
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1. We Imre besides for tbis moeih, a lifcUe dun called a 
Whirling-Dun/ thoush it is not the whirlii^un indeed^ 
which is one of the Itest flies we have; and for this the 
dubbing must be of the bottom fur of a squirrel's tail, and 
the wing^ of the my feather of a drake. 

2. Abo a Bright Brown ; the dubbing either of the brown 
of a spanieb or that of a cow's flank, with a gray wing. 

3. Also a Whitish Dun, made of the roots of camel's hair,, 
and the win^ of the grav feather of a mallard. 

4. There is also for this month, a fly, called the Thorn- 
tree fly ; the dubbing an absolute black, mixed with eight or 
ten hairs of Isabella-coloured* mohair, the body as little as 
can be made, and the wiugs of a bright mallard's feather : 
au admirable fly, and in great repute amongst us for a killer. 

3. There is, besides this, aiiotticr Blue Dun,* the dubbing 

of which it is made being 
thus to bo got. Take a 
small-tooth comb, and 
with it comb the neck of 
a black grey-hound, and 
the down that sticks in 
the teetli, will bo the 
finest blue tiiat ever you saw. The wings of this fly can 

' Vftnution. <fr.KAT wiuiu.mt dun. — Dub mHIi fux-enb ur HiimrrcrB 
fur. well uiixed with .'iljuut a sixth {lart of tlio fiiieKt hai}(*8-W(M)l : warp 
with p.'iIe-oniuj;c wiii;;is vciy lar;;e, taken from the (luill-feathcr of a niddy 
hi;n : the hocid to be hwteuvd with aah-colmir nilk ; a rA eock*M baeklr, at 
full leri;;th, iiiav lx* wnipi>cd under the winga, and, a turn or two lower, 
tiwards the tiil. This is a killing fly, and ia to bo Been rising out of the 
st^lgcs ill most trout rivers after sunset till miilnight. It»is found moot of 
the warm montlis ; but kills chiefly in a blustering warm evening, from 
the middle of May to the end of July. — H. 

- A'siH'oies of nr hitff-cvfoiir snutcuHai aoi/id. The name 

Ilf tint is s:tid have originated in the following circiiiustaiicc. The 
Aivhdiike AlUrt. who had marrietl the Infanta Isalxila, daughter of 
rijilip II. king of Spain, with whom he had the Low CoiintrieN in dowrry, 
in the year DIU'J, having determined to lay siege to (fstend, then in the 
ptsstHision of fho rrotcMtaiits, the princess, who attended him in hia 
e\}iediti<<ii. m:ule a vow that until it w'as captured she would never change 
her garments, f^^nt^a^y to expeefation, it was three years before the city 
«as i-cduocd ; bif trftir/i time /ice linen, had acquired the hue 

above- mcHtinnid, — II. 

rcirta/iOM. Bll'R or violet dun. — Dub with the roots of a fox-eub*8 
tail, and a very little blue violet worsted : warp with pale yellow silk ; 
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hnrdiv be too white ; and he is taken about the tenth of this 
month, and lastoth till the four-aiid-twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this month ^ also, till towards the 
end, is taken a little Black Onat : the dubbing either of the 
fur of a black water-dog, or the down of a young black 
water-coot ; the wings of the male of a mallard, os white as 
may be ; the body as little as you can possibly make it, and 
the wings as short ns his body. 

7. From the sixteenth of this month also, to the end of it, 
we use a Bright Brown ; the dubbing for which is to be had 
out of a skinner’s lime-pits, and of the hair of an abortive 
calf, which the lime will turn to be so bright as to shine like 
gold: for the wings of this fly, the feather of a brown hen 
is best : which fly is also taken till the tenth of April.^ 

APlllL. 

ft 

All the same hackles and flics that were taken in ^farch, 
will be taken in this month also ; witli this distinction only 
conceniing the flies, that all the browns be lapped with roll 
silk, and the duns with yelhiw. 

1. To those a small Hright Brown, made of spaniers fur, 
with a light gray wing, in a bright clay and a cl(?ar water, is 
very well taken. 

2. We have too a little Dark Brown ; - the dubbing of 

a 

winjar, the pair p.«irt of a starling's ffath*‘r. Tttl'ru from t'fjh* to eft on , 
ftinl fnm one to therr. Thi>« lly, is ;il8> •■allefl tho ihiii 

ainl w fiMin a orulis ; it is so w vy small, that No. !* 

liiMtk is full hi^ for it. Its sliai^ in i-vactly that of th'- '.T'-t n 'Iraki*. So 
t'arly as Kobruary they will drop on tlu* water U-lbre l ijliT iu thf luoiniuj ; 
ainl tnmt, t vrii lA* the Iarffe.«l .si^e, will ri^* .it lhe;n ia;;i riy. --H. 

• To this M:in.'li li‘*t may Ik- a'lde.l from II“tl u. l the tolh m favourit'- 

and killing tlies : < 

KA>yv.- Win:r«. wo wle vk'N tail ; h -s r- i h;»'kle; l-'-ly. 
F<‘dditdi d:irk-brtwn silk ; l.vil, t*o i«r tlij>e fttraad.-! f the red ha. kh . 
ll^ok, No. lo. This is a st.-mdard t!\ f.r al! the ir. i'.t,->trvan:-« r f tiio 
iiu'iropoliiaii eoiiiitic.o. 

C'i»cii-Y-nosMiHr. and w in.-., rod and Ilo k, ..r e .'h-y Vonddlii! 

haokh* ; Unly, jH'fKVn'k'.N heJ4, gold t;p ; and In- k.N .’!i or i*, .‘i: laetimes J-. 

Tick MAiirif-nkowv. Wing.-*, tul-feath* r tlti’ lartriiL-r : Unly. fur 
from the lian’s rar, riMtcil with idivo sdk ; let’s, partridv.-!* hiioklt ; tail, 
iwii or three >tr.ind8 of the j'artriilge fe.ithtT ; hook-, S i-r Kr. 

• P.iKK BRowv. — Pub with the Inir of a dark brown -iuiniL-l or - 
that looks atd'ly by Knng txj»‘.*5*.d t i wind and wtathtr ; warp with 
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that colour, and sonic violet camlet mixed, and the \ring of 
a gray featlier of a mallard. 

3. From the sixth tliis iiioiitli to the tenth; we have 
also a fly called the Violet-fly ; made of a dark violet stuff, 
with the wings of tlie gray feather of a mallard. 

4. About tlic twelftli of* this month comes in the flv called 
the Whirling Dun/ which is taken every day, about ttie mid- 
time of day, all this month through, ami by fits from theneo 
to the end of J line ; and is commonly made of the down of 
a fox-cub, which is of an ash-colour at the roots, next the 
skin, and ribbed about with yellow silk ; the wings of the 
pale gray feather of a mallard. 

5. There is also a Yellow Dun," the dubbing of earners 
hair, and yellow camlet or wool, mixed, and a wliite-gray wing. 

0. Theiv is also, this month, aiiotlier Little Jirown, besides 
that mentioned Tbefore ; njfide with a very slender body, the 

vvllow ; ilark Ktaiilng s foatliiT. Taken fiffhi This 

is a tly, and tn Ik> svtMi iu most riMTh; iMit 8i> v:inaliIo in its Jnio, iih 
the season advanoes, that it rc<|tiires the i'hisf‘st alU'iition to the nnttiml 
lly to ad.a]it the materials for iiinking it artiticially, M'hii*h in also the caao 
with the violet or nsh-enlnimMl dun. When this Hy first ap|>i*nrH, it in 
nearly of a eh<K'olatc colour, from which, hy the middle of May, it has 
Ikjou oljMTVod to deviate to ali:i«\st a lein'»n colour. Northern anglers call 
it, hy way "f oinineiipe, fAr tfark Itnani ; others call it Me ftatr-trlnffetl 
hrmni ; it has four wings, lying Hat on its Imck, Koineihing longer than the 
li Hly, which IwiigiNh, liui not taifcr. This fly must la; uu<1e«u a Kinallisli 
hoi k, namely, No, or l>. — II. 

> Litti.k uiiiki.i.no M X. — The Ualy, fox-ciih, and if little light ruddy- 
hnowi mixed: warp with gray or ruddy silk; a red h.'ickle iiiidcF the 
V. iiig ; wing, of a hand -rail, or ruddy-hniwn chicken, which ia licttcr. This 

a killing fly in n Mustering d;iy, as the great whirlijig dim is in the 
( V. iiiiig and late .at ni^ht. — H. • • 

= Ybllow nus.- Ihiliwiih a snmll fiunntity of pale ycll«»w crewel, roixeil 
with fox-cuh dfwu fnuii the Uiil, and war]i with yelfbw ; wing, of a |talisli 
-•tarling’s feather. Taken from eight U> eleven, and ihtiiff two tri four,— II. 

Ykllow i»rx. — Ihihhing, of yellow w'ool and ash-coloured 
down inixcil higctlier, dubbed [warped] with yellow* silk ; winks, 

• f till' fi-ath*T of n shejistarc'fl quill.— Others dub it w'itli dun Itear's hair, 
an<i the yellow fur got from a marten's skin, mixed together, and with 
xi’IIow silk. Wings, I'f .1 Bhe]istare*8 quill-feather. 

Make two other flics, their Uidies dubbed as the last : hut in the one, 

V, I ingle sanded bog'a down ; and in the other, black hog's down. Wings, 
of n shoitf^tare's qnill-fenthcr. • 

Three errrral iliritf mentioned for Ajirif, are xery ^rood, and will be 
fifirn all tin: tprinfj and suntaifr.— En. 
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dubbing of dark brown, and violet camlet, mixed, and a 
gray wing : w hich, though the direction for the making bo 
near the other, itt yet another ily ; ahd will take when the 
other will not, especially in a 1>rlght day, and a clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this month comes in a fly 
called the Horse- flesh fly ; the dubbing of which is a blue 
mohair, with pink-coloured and red tammy mixed, a light 
coloured wing, and a dark-brown head. This fly is taken 
best in an evening, and kills from two hours before sunset 
till twilight ; and is taken the month tlirough.‘ 

’ To thiN April li.-t iiiny adilnl uiost uf ibc flieti given in ^fnroli. 
Anotliur well knnwii April fly. which npiiiiars only when the weather is warm, 
and is then freely taken hy trout, is the gntnam or green-tail {Phrifynuta^ 



rir.ui.r.o. 

Aitjfid.il rty. N.iHifil rlv. 


the Usly iluhU'il with fur from a han-'s fa^e or lar, whipped with gn*y or 
gretui ^ilk ; the win:;*, fri-iii tlo* niiu'/ifa p/irtrMce i.r hen-phta:>ar;t, arid the 
hackle from a irrev eo**k. limAs 7 and >. — Uksmi:. 
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And now, sir, that we arc 
eiitoriiiK into the month of May, 
1 think it rcqui.'«ito to beg not 
only your attention, but also 
your best patience^ for I must 
now be a little tedious with you, 
and dwell upon this month loyger 
ihan ordinary: which, that you may the Wter endure, 1 must 
tell you, this month deserves and requires to |^c insisted on, 
ibrasuuieh as it alone, and the next follbwing, afford more 
pleasure to the fly-anglor, than all the rest. And here it is 
that you are to expect an account of thc*Grccn-drake, and 
Stont^fly, promised you so long ago, and some others that 
arc peculiar to this mouth, and part of the month following ; 
and that, though not so great either in bulk or name, do 
yet stand in competition with the two before named : and 
so that it i^.yet undecided, amongst the anglers, to which of 
the pretenders to the title of the May-fly, it does properly, 
and duly belong.' Neither dare I, where so m|iny of the 

' To the Ephemera vuJgata, now commonly called the May-ilyand green 
drake. — K d. 
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learned in thi.s art of ans'liiii; arc j^^ot in d impute about the 
coutroversv, take upon me ti» determine ; but 1 think 1 
ou^ht to nave a vote amongst themf and according to that 
privilege sliull give you my tree opinion ; and peradventun." 
wlien 1 have told you all, yon may incline to think me in 
the right. 

Vial, 1 have so groat a defereniMj to your judgment in 
these matters, that 1 nuist always be of your opinion ; and 
the more you speak, the faster I grow to my attention, for 
I can never l)e weary of hearing you upon tliis subject. 

Vine. AVhy that’s encouragement enough ; and now pre- 
pare yourselV for a tedious lecture: but I will first begin 
ivith the flies of less esteem, though almost anything will 
take a trout in ^fay, that 1 may afterwards insist the longer 
upon those of greater note, and reputation. Know, there- 
fore, that tlie first fly we take notice of in this mouth, is 
called 

1. The Turkey-fly; dubbing ravelled. out of some blue 
stuiT, and lappc/l ai)out with yellow silk ; the wings of a 
gray mallard's feather. 

2. iiext a (1 rent llaeklc or Palmer-fly, with a yellow body : 
ribbed witli gold twist, and large wings of a mallard's feather 
dyed yellow, with a red capon’s hackle over all. 

3. Then a lllaek fly; the duhhingof a black spaniel’s fur, 
and the wvggs (jf a gray mallard’s feather. 

4. After that a Light Brown, with a slender body; the 
dubbing twirled upon small red silk, ami raised with the 
point of a needle, that the ribs or rows j»t’ silk may appear 
through ; the wings of the gray feather of a mallard. 

5. Next a* Little Dipi; the dubbing of a bear’s dun 
whirled upon yellow silk, the wings of the gray feallier of a 
mallard. 

(j. Then a White (riiat, with a pale wing, and a black 
h^ad. 

7. There is also tliis inonlli a tiy called the Peaeock-fly : 
the body maile of a whirl of a peacock’s feather, with a red 
head, and Avings of a mallard’s feather. 

H, We have then another very killing fly, kflown by the 
name of the Pnn-cut ; * the dubbing of A\liich is u bear’s 

* Drx-cPT.^ I>nt) with twirs «’iih fur. .*¥ little yellow .t&d 
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cluD, with a little blue ami yellow mixed with it, a largo 
duu wing, and two horns at tfie head, m^e of the hairs of a 
squirrel’s tail. 

9. Tlic next is the Co^Y-lady, a liltloDy ; * the boily of a 
peacock’s feather, the wing of a red feather, or strips of tho 
red hackle of a cock. 

10. AV’e have then tho Cow-dung fly ; the dubbing light- 
brown and yellow mixed, the wing the dark gray feather of 
a mallard. And note, that besides these above-mentioned, 
all the same hackles and flies, tho hackles only brighter, aiul 
the flies smaller, that are taken in April, will also be taken 
this mouth, as also all browns and duns. And now I come 
to my Stone-fly, and Green-drake, which arc tho ISIatadores - 
for trout and grayling ; and, in tlicir season, kill more flsh 
in our Derbvsire rivers, than all the rest, past and to come, 
in the whole yojTr besides. 

. But first J am to tell }^ou, that wc have four several flics 
which eonteiul for the title of the ^lay-fly : namely, 

The Green-drake, 

The 8tone-fly, 

The Black-ilv, and 

The Little Yellow 3lay-fly. 

And all these have their champions and advocates to 
dispute, and plead their priority ; though I dt> not und(*r- 
staiul why the two last-iimned should, the first two having 
so manifestly the advantage, hot b in tbeir beauty, and* the 
wonderful execution they do in their season. 

11. Of these, tho Grecii-drakc . conges in about tho 
twentieth of this month, or bctwi?ffc that and the latter end, 
for they are sometimes sooner, and , sometimes later, 

4 warp with yrlluw or preen : wiiip, nf a land-rail. TuwanlB the 
uM-ning uf a hhowiry day, tin's is a great kiiltr. — 11. * 

* Nut a tly i‘xartly, tliuugli it has wings, hut tli« little rotindUb, reddisli 
with hlack spots, otherwise called a lady-bird {CocdHtlla ), — 

Ken'nic. 

’ Mat.a<lorcs \Sjk murderers), tlic winuing cards at the Court game of 
(^Madrille : — 

Now laovo to war the sablo wofac^ore#.— /’of-e. 
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according to the quality of the year; but never urell taken 
till towards the end of this month, and the beginning of 
June. The 8tone-fly * comes much**Booner, so early as the 

middle of April ; but 
is never well taken till 
towards the middle of 
May, and continues to 
kill much longer than 
the Green-drake stays 
with US, so long as 

Stone-tly. Artiricial. Xatiiral. tO tllC Cnd almOSt of 

•I line; and indeed, so long as there are any of them to be seen 
upon the water: and soineiimes in an artificial fly, and late 
at night, or before sunrise in a morning, longer. 

^'ow both these flies, and, 1 believe, many others, though 
I tiiiiik not all, are certainly and demonstratively bred in 
the very rivers where they are taken: our (.’adis or Cod- 

bait, which lie under 
stones in the bottom 
of the water, most of 
them turning into 
those two flies,* and 
being gatheri'd in the 
iiusk, or crust, near 
Cniidifl W(rii)i («»r in Torioiw c.-wos. the time of tlicir ma- 

turity, are very easily known and distinguished; and are of all 
other the most remarkable, both for their size, as being of all 

* The .S?owe-/y (alflocalletl CarhlU-ftf\ is meiitionctl by Walton <at p. 285), 
Aiul rc|>eat^lly Coj^ton, as will b« seen by the Iiuivx. Ht>riantl says it 
ap)H*Ar8 in April, and is a good fly in May and June, csiH^.Mally in windy 
weather, \ery early in the inurning, »r very late in the cveniiij:. It varies 
very much in o«»lour according to the seast*n. As it is an universal favou- 
rit(*. every treati^ on fly-flshiug gives direotious buw to make it varying 
Auinewliat. We follow Holland's ; — /Wy, fur of the hare's ear, mixed 
With brown and 3'ellow mohair, an<l ribbeti with 3’etlow silk. The yellow 
eolotir towards the tail. To lie drcsseil long and full. Ltpfr a brownish 
nd Imeklc. irfN.7ir, the dark feather of the niallanl's wing, inclining to 
ml. TVriV, two or three fibres of the mottled feather of a partridge. Hook, 
No. fl. See “ Hofland,” p. 223.— En. 

" This is a mistake. The fitone>fly (Phrffffania) alone is from the radis' 
wonii. Tli<* green-drake (ApArmcra) being from a grub that feeds, indeed, 
under water, not in an artificial case like the other, but in a hole dug in 
the Imnk, ^ under the shelter of loose weeds. — K exiue. 
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other the biegest, the shorteet of them being a full inch long, 
or more, ana for the execution they do, the trout and grayling 
being much more gre%<^ of them than of any others : and 
inde^, the trout never feeds fat, nor comes into his perfect 
season, till these flies come in. 

Of these, the Green-drake never discloses from his husk, 
till he be flrst there grown to full maturity, body, wings, and 
all : and then he creeM out of his cell, but with his wings 
so crimped and ruffled, by being press^ together in that, 
narrow room, that they are, for some hours, totally useless 
to him ; by which means he is compelled either to creep 
upon the ifags, sedses, and blades of grass, if bis flrst rising 
from the bottom of the water be near tlie banks of the river, 
till the air and sun stiflcn and smooth them : or, if his first 
appearance above water happen to be in the middle, he then 
lies upon the surface of t^e water like a ship at hull ; for 
his feet are totally useless to him there, and he cannot creep 
upon the water as the stone*fly can, until his wings have 
got stiffness to fly uith, if b^ some trout or grayling he be 
not taken in the interim, which ten to One he is ; and then 
his wings stand high, and closed exact upon his back, like 
the butterfly, and his motion in flying is the same. Hia 
body is, in some, of a paler, in others, of a darker yellow, 
for thev arc not all exactly of a colour ; ribbed with rows of 
green, long, slender, and growing sharp towai^4he tail, at 
the end of which he has three long small whisks of a ver^ 
dark colour, almost black, and his tail turn8*up towards liis 
back like a mallard ; from whence, questionless, he has* his 
name of the green-drake. These, as I think 1 told you 
before, we commonly dapo or dijpplo with f and, having 
gathered great store* of them into a long draw-box, with 
holes in the cover to give them air, wh^re also they will 
c^ontinue fresh and vigorous a night or inorcf wo take t|jiem 
out t lienee by the wings, und^boit them thus upon the hook. 
AlTc first take one, for we commonly fish with two of them 
at a time, and, nutting the point of the hook into the 
thickest part of liis bemy under one of his wings, run it 
directly through, and out at the other aide, leaving him 
spittea cross upon the hook ; and then taking the other, put 
him on after the same manner, but with his hm tHe contnuiy 
way ; iu which posture they will live upon the hook, and 
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play vith thoir wings for a quarfcer of an hour, or more : 
out you must have a care to keep their wings dry, both from 
the water, and also that your fingers be not wet when vou 
take them out to bait them ; for then your bait is spoiled. 

Having now told you how to angle with this fly alive, 1 
am now to tell you next, how to make an artificial fly, tliat 
will so perfectly resemble him, as to be taken in a rough 
wilidy day when no flics can lie upon the water, nor are to 
be found about the banks and sides of the rirer, to a wonder ; 
and with which you shall certainly kill the beat trout and 
gr^liog in the river. 

The artificial Green-drake,' then, is made upon a large 
hook; the dubbing, camel’s 
hair, bright bear’s hair, tlie 
soft down that is combed from 
a hog’s bristles and yellow 
cadilet, well mixed together; 
the body long, and ribbed 
about willv green silk, or 
f rather yellow, waxed with 

green wax, the whisks of the 


tail, of the long hairs of sables, 
or fitebet, and the wings of the white-gray ft?athcr of a 
mallard dyed yellow ; which also is to bo dyecl thus. 

Take tjSc root of a barbary-tree, and shave il, and put to 
it woody Tiss, with as much alum as a walnut, and boil your 
feathers in it with rain-water ; and they will bo of a very 
fine yellow*. 

J have now' done with the green-drake; excepting t*) tell 
you, that ho* is taken at all hours during his season,' whilst 
there is any day upon the skv ; and with a made fly I once 
took, ten days after he was ai)solute1y gone, in a cloudy day. 
after a shower, and in a whistling wind, five-and-tliirty very 
gW^at trouts and graylings, betwixt five and eight of the 
clock in the evening ; and had no less than five or six flies, 


* GftRKN'DKAKt, OT Mat-vlt. — Tlie body of seal's fur or yellow mohair, 
a little fox-cub down, and bog’s urotkl, or light-brown from a Turkey carpet, 
mixed : warp with pcde-yelbw, or red cock's hackle, under the wings ; 
wings, of a mallard's feather, dyal yellow : three wiaks in his tail from 
a sable mulT. Tisktn all day^ btU cki^y ftwn ticj (o /our in (he afio ' 
noon.— 1L 
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with three good hairs a-piece, taken from me in despite of 
my heart, besides.* . 

12. 1 should now iome next to the stone-fly, but there is 
another gentleman in my way, that must of necessity come 
in between : and that is the Oray-drako,’* which,' in all 
shapes and dimensions, is perfectly the same with the other, 
but quite almost of another colour ; being' of a paler and 
more livid yellow and green, and ribbed with black quite 
down ilia body, with black, shining wings, and so diaphanous 
and tender, cobweb-like, that they are of no manner of use 
for daping, but come in, and are taken after the green- 
drake, and in an artificM fly kill very well; which fly is 
thus made: the dubbing of the down of a bog's bristles, 
and black spaniel's fur, mixed, and ribbed down the body 
with black silk, the whisks of the hairs of the beard of a 
black cat, and*the wdngji of tho black-gray feather of a 
• mallard. 

And now 1 come to the Stonc-fly, but am afraid 1 have 
already wearied your patience ; which, if I have, 1 beseech 
you freely tell me so, and I will defer the remaining instruc- 
tions forfly-angling till some other time.’ 

riat. !No, truly, sir, 1 can never bo W'cay of hearing you. 
Hut if you thinlc fit, because I am afraid 1 am too troublc- 
soiiK*, 1(1 refresh yourself with a glass and a pipe: you may 
.afterwards proceed, aud 1 shall be exceeding!^'* pleased to 
hoar you. 

I^iac. I thank you, sir, for that motion :* for, bclievg me, 

* 

' Tlic ily will lie taken or nut, acourduig to tlie coloar^of the water or of 
tl:c sky, not the s/dsiaou, — Rekkie. 

* Gniy-ilniko. The body, of an absolute white ostrich feather; tho end 
of the liody towards the tail, of iieacock'a herl ; wiping, of an aali colour, 
with silver twist and black hackle ; wing, adark grSSr feather of a mal- 
lanl. A very killing dy, especially towuda the evening^ when the fish are 
glutUnl with the green-drake. — H. * 

^ To Ck>ttoirs list of flies for the early part of May mnei be added the 
Dak-fly, mentioned by Walton (Chap. V., pp. 152, 153), and still one of 
the most favonrite and killing flies fiom March to Jvne, Hawkbs, in hie 
Appendix, thus describes it for making :-*Tlie head large, aah-ooloiued ; 
the upper part of the body greyish, with two or three hairs of bright brown 
mixed, and a very little light blue, and eometimes a hair or two ci light 
green ; the tail part greyish, yuixed with orange ; wing of a mottled brown 
feather of a wo^cock, partridge, or brown hen. Hook, No. 8 or 9. 

SI 2 
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I am dry with talking. Here, hoy t giVe ns here a hot^ 
and a ^^laas;. and sir, mj service to yon, and to all our 
friends m the Sontb. 

Tiat. Your servant, sir, and I’ll pledge you as heartflyj 
for the good powdered beef* I eat at dinner, or something 
else, has made me thirsty. 

^ Powdered (or salt) lieef eeemi to have been a faTonrite vibnd at this 
period. Walton layi (Gh. Y. p. 140,) **we will make a brave breakfast 
with a piece of powdend beef.'* Skinner explaina thia old English dish 
to be Bomf SatdpwdrS^ «. e. Sale eonditne, vel sale, tanqnam pulvere, 
conspenne*' (JSKyni. Ling, Angl,)\ thus, in the vemaenlar, — Salt Bttf, 
At the same time we read of the ** Powdering tub^" in which the prepa- 
ration was carried on. 

The dish seems always to have been associated with the modem vege- 
table accompaniments. According to Tom o'Bedlam (printed in Percy ' 9 
Beliqua)t-- 

The man in the moone d^nks clarret, 

Eats powdered Btef^ turnip and earret. 

Shakspere has referred to this custom in the person of FalstafT ; Nay, 
if you embowel me to-day, I'll give yon leave to powder me and eat me 
to-morrow.”— 1 Hen. IV., act v., s. 4.— K. C. 
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FtSBISa AT TBB TOP, OOniROCD— PUM FOB Mf |3» ft JI^T, ABB jqtB 
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IBRBVCnOaS VUBB to BAPB WRB Tin noXa-niT. • > - ■ 


riai. So, «r, 1 am now teaij for another le«|oii, fo jMon 
as you please to give it me. 

Pise. And I, sir, u rea^ to sire jou the beat 
Haring told jon toe time of the Stooe-f^'s odlfuig uit Hid 
that he is bred of a cadis in.the veijrriT^irbiRe he mtsmn,' 
I am next to tell 70U, tliat» • ■ ' 

18 . This same Stone-flr has not the patience to oontinue 
in his enislt or husk, ^ his wings be^ ^roinl; hot so 
soon as ever the^ b<^ to pnt nut, mt be feds bims^ 
strong (at whieh tune we call him 0 jsd|) squeeses himii^f 
out of prison, and crawls to the top of soowastone ; i|heri;» 
if he con find a chink that will leceire l^m, or .ejsL 
betwixt two stones, the one lying hollow upon the otbw 
(which, by the wsy, we also lay so purposely to find them) 
he there lurks tiU his wings be full grown,* and there is 
your onlr place to find him ; and from thenee doubtiess he 
aerires his name : — ^though, for want of such convenience, 
he will make shift with the hollow of a bank, os any other 

> See Cb. VII. No. U ip. 418). > See Ft. I. Ch. XYIL ^ 885. 
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E loce where the wind cannot come to fetch him off. His 
ody is and pretty thick, and as broad at the tail, 
idmost, M in the middle; his colons a veiy fine brown, 
ribbed with yellow, and much yellower on the belly than the 
back ; he has two or three whisks also at the tag of his tail, 
and two little horns upon his head: bis wings, when full 
grown, are double, and flat down his back, of the same 
colour but rather darker than his body, and longer than it ; 
though he makes but little use of them, for you shall rarely 
see him flying, though often swimming and paddling, with 
several feet he has under his belly, upon the water, without 
stirring a wing. But the drake will mount steeple-high 
into the air; though he is to be found upon flags and grass 
too, and, indeed, eveiywhere high and low near the river; 
there beiii^ so many of them iu their season, as, were they 
not a very inoffensive insect, would look like a plague : and 
these drakes (since 1 forgot to toll you before, 1 will tell . 
you here) are taken by tlie fish to that incredible degree, 
that, upon a calm day, you shall see the still-deeps con- 
tinually all over circles by the fishes rising, who will gorge 
themselves w ith those flies, till they purge again out of their 
gills ; ‘ and the trouts are at that time so lusty and stroug, 
that one of eight or ten inches long will then more stniggle 
and tug, and more endanger your tackle, than one twice os 
big in wintQir : but pardon this digression. 

This stone-TSy, then, we da^ie or dibble with, as with the 
drake, but witlr this difference ; that whereas tlic grecn- 
drakd is common both to stream and still, and to all liours 
of the (l.iy, we seldom dape with this but in the streams, 
for in a whistliflg wjnd a made-fly in the deep is better— and 
mrely but early and late, ft not fieing so proper for the mid- 
lime of the day ; tiiough a great grayling will then take it 
V4?ryj«rell in a sharp stream, and here" and there a trout too, 
but much better towards eight, nine, ten, or eleven, of the 
clock at night, nt wrhich time also the best fish rise, and tlie 
later the better, provided you can see your fly ; and when 
you cannot, a made-fly will murder, which' is to be mode thus : 
the dubbing of bear’s dun with a little brown and yellow 
camlet very well mixed ; but so placed, that vinir fly may 

' I have cliighta trout no full of them, that in tahini; him off Uie hook I 
have prewioil, out of hiK throat, a lump of them as Y>ig as a iraiont. 7 -H. 
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be more yellow on the belly and towards flie tail undemeathi 
than in any other part ; and you are to place ta-olbr three 
hairs of a black cat’s beard on the top or the hook, in your 
arming, so as to be turned up, when you warp on your dubbing, 
and to stand almost upright, and staring; one from another: 
and note that your fly is to be ribbed with yellow silk; and 
the wings long, and reiy large, of the dark gray feather of 
a mallara. 

14. Tiie next May-fly is the Black-fly ; made with a black 
body, of the whirl of an ostridge-featlier, ribbed with silver- 
twist,' and the black hackle of a cock, over all ; and is a 
killing fly, but not to be named with either of the other. 

15. The last May-fly, that is of the four pretenders, is 
the little yellou’ May-fly; in shape exactly the same with 
the green-drake, but a very little one, and of as bright a 
yellow as can be*seen ; w|}ich is made of a bright yellow 
camlet, and the wings of a white-gray feather dyed yellow. 

16. The last fly for this month, and which continues all 
June; though it comes in in the middle of May, is the fly 
called the Camlet-fly ; in shaiic^ like a moth, with fino 
diapered, or water-wings, and with which, as I told you 
before, 1 sometimes us^ to dibble ; and grayling will rise 
mightily at it. But the artiflcial-fly, which is only in use 
amongst our anglers, is made of a dark-brown shining 
camlet, ribbed over with, a very small light-gf^u silk, the 
wings of tlie double-gray feather of a mallard ; and ’tia a 
killing fly for small Ash. And so much for May. 



JUX£. 

From the first to the fouB>and- 
tw'cntieth, the grefln-drakc and stone- 
fly are taken, as 1 tolfl you befoie. 

*1. From the twelfth to tlie four- 
and-twentieth, late at night, is taken 
a fly, called the Owl-fly the dubbing 
of a white weasel’s tail, and a whit^ 
gray-wing. 


Moth, or Owl-fly. , — 

* Wbrb xilue oa owirtif.— The body 
of white ortrich her), white hackls^ sad •Utst twist, if you pltsse ; whii^ 
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2. We have then another dun, called the Bann-flj, from 
ita yeaatj^ colour ; the dubbing of the fur of a yellow-dun 
cat, and a gray wing of a mallvd’a feather. 

3. We have alao a Hackle with a purple body, whipped 
about with a red capon*a feather. 

4. As alao a Oold^twiat Hackle with a purple body, 
whipped about with a red capon*a feather. 

5. To theae wo have, this month, a Flesh-fly ; the dubbing 
of a black spanicra fur, and blue wool mixed, and a gray 
wing. 

6. Also another Little Flesh-fly ; the body made of the 
whirl of a peacock’s feather, and tho wings of the gray 
feather of a drake. 

7. We have then the Peacock-fly ; the body and wing 
both made of the feather of that bircl. 

8. There is also tho flying-ant, or Ant-fly,' the dubbing 
of brown and red camlet mixed, w*ith a light gray wing. 

0. We have likewise a Brown Gnat ; with a very slender 
body of brown and violet camlet well mixed, anil a light 
gray wing. 

10. And another little Black Gnat *, ^ the dubbing of black 
mohair, and a white-gray wing. 

11. As also a Green Grashopper ; the dubbing of green 

and yellow wool mixed, ribbt^ over with green silk, and a 
red capon’s^ feather over all. . 

12. And*^ lastly, a little Dun Grashopper ; the body 
slender, made ef a dun camlet, and a dun hackle nt the 
top.' 

of the white ftathcr of a tamo duck. Taken from fuinset till ton at nighty 
and fnnn two to four fti the luoming. — U. The white or iJtde-coInureil 
moths, such uh the ghost-inoUi (Hepialm ftnmufiu are callcil owl-tlies 
lijr anglera. They wilkbe taken at night during June, July, and August. 

— Rssrii. • 

* f he ant-fly, which is the male or female ant, line fnir wings ; hut the 
artffieial fly, so called, has only two — so much fur imitatiou. — R shsik. 

^ Black ovat. — The body extremely small, of black mohair, j^anieVs 
fur, or ostrich feather ; wing, of the lightest part of a starling or maJlard^K 
feather. A very killing fly in an evening, after a shower, in rapid rivers, 
as in Derbyshiro or Wales. — H. 

* The Great Bed Spinner {Ptfrochroa) is a well-known and very killing 
fly this mont^ and may be as an evening fly throughout the summer. 
It may be made either laigor or smaller. The hrge sort- has the lioiiy 
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JULt. 

First, all tlie^mall flie^that wore taken in Juno, arc also 
taken in this month. 

1. *\Ve have then tlic Oraiigo^fly ; ' the dubbing of orange 
wool, and the wing of a bihclc featlier. 

2. Also a little White Dun ; the body made of white 
mohair, and the w*in<;8 blue, of a heron’s feather. 

3. Wo have likewise this month a Wns|)-fly ; made either 

of a dark brown dubbing, or else tlic fur of a black cat's 
tail, ribbed about with yellow silk, and tho wing of the gray 
feather of a mallard. • ^ • 

4. Another ily taken this month is a Black Hackle ; the 

• 

duhbed with »earf( fur, dyed red. iiiixctl brown licir's hair, whipped 
with gold twi8t ; the witig^, 
from a starling's feather ; 
the hackle, from a re<i gam«‘< 
cock. The hook, No. 7. 

The small sort has the liody 
dubbed with yellow fur from 
a spaniera ear, whipped 
with gold twist; the wings 
and hackle, as in the large 
sort. The hooks No. 8 and 
9 are used.-— R ksnie. 

1 ORASUR-Ptr. — The liody of raw orange silk, with a ted or black 
hackle ; gold twist maj be added ; warp with oraogo. Taken when the 
May-fly is almost over, and also to the end of Jnne^ espeeially ia hot 
gloomy weather.— H. 
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body made of the whirl of a peacock’s feather, and a black 
hacUe-ferther on the top. 

6. We nave also anotoer,made of ^peacock's whirl with- 
out wings. 

6. Another fly also is taken this month, called the Shell- 
fly ; the dubbing of yellow-green Jersey-wool, and a little 
white hog's hair mixed, which I call tlie palm-fly : and do 
believe it is token for a palm, that drops off the willows 
into the water ; for this fly I have seen trouts take little 
pieces of moss, as they have swam down the^ river; by 
which I conclude that the best way to hit the right colour, 
is to compare your dubbing witli the moss, and mix the 
colours as near as you can. 

7. There is also taken this month, a Black-blue Dun ; the 
dubbing of tlic fur of a block rabbit mixed w ith a little 
yellow, the wings of the feather of a blue pigeon's wing.' 


AUGUST. 

The same flics with July. 

1. Then another Ant-fly ; the dubbing of the black-brown 
hair of a cow', sonic red warped in for the tug of his tail, 
and a dark wing. A killing lly. 

2. Next a fly called a Feni-fly the dubbing of the fur 

of a hare's u^ck, that is, of the colour of fern or bracken, 
with a (larkisli-gray wing of a mallard's feather. A killer 
too. ^ • 

8. 'Besides these wc ba?c a White Hackle ; the body of 
white mohair, and warped about witli a w hite hack le-f’cat her ; 
and this is assuredly takc^ for thistle-down. 

’ Blaine adds for thd end of July (nnd l^;;dnning of Augusts the fol- 
liiwin^ : — • 

Black UV« 7 ji, n clear light-hluo f«>athcr. froni the pigeon, 

eca-toilh Ac. ; bfnhf, thin in the midiUe. hiii thick at shotiMer and tail, 
made of black otiirirh harl ; a d^cp bntwn liackic, rarrinl round twi* 
turns <>nly close under wiiign, II* oks, 7 or S. t 

Larub Rki> AM'rLV.-~iriV».7.s a starling’s iw wing ; h iiv, coiuv- 

roh'nrcd |iea(HS‘k's harl, dn*«MCii a« In-fore ; /r/u, a ginger t-r bright re*! 
o»r.k's luickle, of two tiimij <iidy, Whind the wiegs. 7 or 

* This is no|^pri>]x'rIy a fly, but .1 l>eeth‘, criltiil t!»e fern or garden chafer 
{Mrlalontha hSrf icoh ' . — U r s m e. 
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4, We have also this month aHarrj-lqng-legs/ the body, 
made of bear’s dun and blue j ^ 

wool mixed, and a b^wn ' ^ 

hackle-feather over all. 

Lastly, in this month all 
the same browns and duns 
are taken, that were taken 
in Maj.^ 

SKPTEMBEn. 

This month the same flics 
are taken, that are taken in 
April. 

1. To which I shall only 
acid a Camel-brown Fly; the 
dubbing pulled out of the 
Ume of awall.whippedaboift 
with red silk, and a darkisli- 

j[^ay mallard’s fi^atlier for _ ^ _ 

the wing, watural fly ; ft, artlfiital fly. 

2. And one other, for which we have no name, but it is 
made of the black hair of a badger’s skin, mixed with the 
yellow softest down of a sandcd-liog.* 

OCTOBEB. 

The same flies arc taken fliis month that were tokAi inMarch. 



‘ Harry-ion«m.f.(J9 ot RPipRR-PLT (Ttpuln ol^mirca;. -^Rennie plncj^siliis 
fly in JulVt aucI observes tliat it is much &o larger except in dark water or 
windy weather, or on rough currents. Hawkins says, it is taken in Junff 
•fliiefly on a cloudy windy day ; and adds, “I have fo^roiTlf, in the rivers near 
L»adi>o, had great siiccf&r, fishing a itli a lon^ line, and the head of this insect 
unly.” Their mode of makiugthe artificial flydiffen, we therefore annex both : 

Ifavkim's way . — Made of lightish lirown hair aftl dnnnish hackle ; add 
n few hairs of light hlnc mohair, and a litUo fox*dowif; warp with Ught- 
jray or jsilc-hluc silk ; the head large. 

Rennies way . — The hxly, duhb^ with bear’s hair or fox-cub down, 
vrliippcil with yellon'ish or reddisli silk ; the wings, from a partridge or 
landrairs feather. Hook No. fl. 

^ Tlie i)almer-hackles are still efTective thronghout the whole of Angnst ; 
the moths also will still be found killing in the evening of warm days. In 
the early and middle i^rts of the month, if sultry, the blue-bloWf a very 
small blue fly, which looks like a Mack morsel of wool or lamp of sool on 
the water, often very killing. — Blaise. 

* Add fjT Septewhee : Little blve dvs. — Dubbing, of the down of 
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50TS1CBER. 

The sSine flies that i\*cre taken in Februaij, are taken 
this month also. ' 



Few men angle with the fly this month, no 
more than they, do in January: but yet, if the 
weather be warm, — as I have known it sometimes 
in my life to be, even in this cold country, «where it is least 
expected, — ^then a brown that lo6ks red in the hand, and 
yellowish betwixt your eye and the sun, will both raise and 
kill in a clear water, and* free from snow-broth : but, at the 
best, *tis hardly worth a man’s labour.^ 

And now, sir, I have done with fly-fishing, or angling at 
the top ; excepting once more to tell you, that of all these, — 
and 1 have named you a great many very killing-flies, — none 
are fit to be compared with the drake and stone-fly, both for 


a monie, for UAy and head, warped with" sod ash-culonrcd silk ; wings, 
of a sad-colmired slicpstare's quill-feather. 

Largs vcktid light browh.—- The body, of light calf or cow's hair, or 
seal's ^ur dyed of the colour : warp witii ruddy or oiange>coluurcd silk ; 
wing, of a ruddy brown chicken, large and loug. A killing ily in a 
morning. This is much upon the and is much ruddier there than 
elsewhere. In the Thames 1 have caught with it dace of the largest size, 
and in great numbers. — H. 

^ The reader may res*' assured, that with some or other of these flies — 
especially with the. palmers or hackles, the great dun, dark-browu, early 
(a^ late) bright-brown, the block gnat, yellow dun, great whirling dun, 
duiv-ORt, green and gray drake^ camlet-fly, cowduug-fly, little ant-fly, 
badger-fly, and fem-fly— he Khali catch trout, grayling, chub, and dace, in 
any water in England or 'Wales ; always rememl^rbg, that in a strange 
water he first tries the plob, gold, silver, and peacock hackle. <)f the 
truth of this ho need not doubt, when he is told that, in the year 17fl4, a 
gentleman, now living — ^who went into Wales to fish with the flies last 
ahovc-ioentioned, made as above is directed— did, in about six weeks* time, 
kill near a th^sand brace of trout and grayling, as appeared to him by an 
account in writing which he kept of each ilay's success. — H. * 
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many and veiy great fish. And yet, there are some days 
. that are by no means proper for the sport : and A a caun 
jovL shall not have near so much sport, even with daning, as 
in a whistling gale of wind, for two reasons, both oecause 
vou are not then so easily discovered bv the fisli, and also 
because there are then but few flies that can lie upon the 
water; for where they have so much choice, you ma^ easily 
imagine they will not be so eager and forward to rise at a 
bait, that both the shadow of your body, and that of your 
rod, nay, of your veiy line, in a hot, calm day, will, in spite 
of your best caution, render suspected to them : but even 
then, in swifl: streams, or by sitting down patiently behind 
a willow-bush, you shall do more execution than at almost 
any other time of the year with any other fly ; tliough one 
may sometimes hit of a day, when he shall come home very 
well satisfied with sport with several other flies. But with 
^hese two, the grecn-dr&e and the stone-fly, I do verily 
believe I could, some days in my life, bad I not been weary 
of slaughter, have loaden a lusty boy ; and have sometimes, 
1 do honcstlv assure you, given over upon the mere account 
of satiety of sport ; which will be no hard matter to believe, 
when I likewise assure you that, with this very fly, I have, 
ill this very river that runs by us, in three or four hours 
taken thirty, five and thirty, and forty, of the best trouts in 
the river. What shame and pity is it then, thi^^diuch a river 
should be destroyed by the West sort of people, by those 
unlawful ways of fire and netting in thb night, and of 
damming, groping, spearing, hanging, and hooking, by*day ! 
whicl) are now grown so common, timt, though we have very 
good laws to punish such ofienderf, eveqr nfical does it, for 
aught I sec, impunr} 

To conclude, 1 cannot now, in honesty, but frankly tell 
you, that many of these flies 1 have named, at least so ^lade 
as wo make them here, will peradventure do you no great 
service in your southern rivers ; and I will not conceal 
from you, but that I have sent flies to several friends in 
London, that^ for aught 1 could ever bear,^ never did a^ 
great feats witli them ; and, therefore, if you intend to profit 

^ Not now ; moot uf the waten are so viplantly presenrdd that a man 
may hardly walk along side some of them with a walking-stidi. — Rmais. 
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bj my instructions, you must come to angle with mo hero 
in tho^J^cak: and so, if you please, let us walk up to 
supper; and to-morrow, if the day d>e windy, as our days 
here commonly are, ’tis ten to one but we shall take a good 
dish of fish for dinner. 



Cohflui J'.co I'f the IV.vc C v: I . . i. , 



THE THIRD DAY. 

CHAPTER IX. 

rLY-FMlllK(2, IS WIKDY WKATItCil, B£ST IV TUB RILl-l>SBPS» 


Piic, A p^ood dny to you, sir; I see you will always bo 
stirring before mo. 

Viat, Why, to tell you the truth, I am so allured with 
tlio sport 1 find yestcrdi^y, tliat 1 long to be at tho river 
again ; and when 1 heard the wind sing in \ny cliambcr- 
wiiulow, could forbear no longer, bub leapt out of bed, 
and had just made an end ol» dressing myself, 09 you 
came in. 

Well, 1 am both glad you are so ready for the day, 
and that the day is so fit for ydli. And look you, I have 
made you three or four flies this momii^ ; this silver-twist 
hackle, this bear’s dun, this light browo,«and this dork 
brown, any of which 1 dare say will do ; but you muf try 
tboin all, and see which does I^t: onl|rImust ask your 
pardon that I cannot wait upon you this morning, a little 
business being fallen out, that for two or three hours will 
deprire me of your company; but I’ll come and call you 
home to dinner, and my man shall attend you. 

VV/iA Oh sir, ndnd your affairs by all means. Do but 
lend mp a little of your skill to these fine flies, and, unlefB it 
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have fc/flakcii mo aiuce jesterdaVp I shall find luck of my 
own, 1 hq>c, to do something. 

The best instruction I can give you, is that, seeing 
the wind curls the water, and blowiv way, you 

would now angle up the still-deep to-dav ; for betwiit'tho 
rocks where the streams are, you would find it now too 
brisk ; and, besides, 1 w*ould have you take fish in both 
waters. 

/ iat, ril obey your direction, and so a good morning to 
you. Come, young man, let you and 1 walk together. But 
hark you, sir, 1 have not clone with you ret; 1 expect 
am it her lesson for angling at the bottom, in tlie afternuon. 

VVtfc*. Well, sir, I’ll he n;ady for you. 



THE THIRD PAY 


CHmSBX. 

Mitionom mu *» *•••• «•*»»'■* 


P,sr. Oh, iir, m jm ^ 

icMik.— B>. • • 



xm coxnnB akgub. 


[P1«T It 


m 

ft Iriggdk than that, jntkinj ily toboot*. and here are three 
gta^tagk aad one ti fheia longer by bobm inebee than that 
ltodkYellafday,aBdjetItt(^t^BlAgoo^onetoo. ' 
i¥ir. Whyynahaf»inade«pnM/ gM noning’s work 
on’t; and DOW, rfr, what think you liter Pore P 
Fua, 1 ^Mnk it!>to be the beat ^|lMt-Rfer in England ; 
and am ao^i#Idfe that if it mn min^, and that 
I eoiddltiiip it to iiqFaell^ >1 mvnld not exdian« that 
water hud it fnaa emr, to be totality debarred 

firom it.'''’ . 

JPite. Ibat fotaj^hnent tolhe‘iitar*apeahe yon a tme 
loter dT the miof ang^i mid aor, air, to make part of 
amende for aai)dbigyott-a»'«(lidl!iH!y*^oCit alone thia morning, 
1 will myaalf dHte-ywa thie^'dlrili^iidi for yonr dinner; 
walk bnt intt-tial paa|anr, yoil will .find one book or other 
in the window to afttmiahi ybn tiii whOc; and you shall 
hareitBiiawiBfi.^-. ' 

fliat. 117011, air, It obey yon; 


Pite. Lotk you, air! hare I not made haste P 

Fiat. Before me; air, that you hare ; and it looks so w ell, 
1 long to fo at it. 

PUe, Fan to then.’. Kow, Bir,.Tl»t say you, am I a 
tolerable cM( or noP *. 

Fiat. Sogoed a one; thid I did aerer eat eo good fish in 
nir life. Tm fish is infinity belter than any 1 ever tnsted 
of the kind hi spty lifis. ’Iia ^te snoHier thing than our 
trouts about Igmdod. 

Pke. Ton wonM ai^ so, if that trout, you eat of were in 
right season: btfcjmy eat oditlie grayling, which, upon my 
word, at ibia % ’■Xich the better fish. 

Fiat. Pi oiirni^ m ao!^ iia. Add Xhare me request to 
mike to yo%;b]ti^ ^tbak.Mym tmighi me to catch 
trout and gngd&Ub^^^'.viU'WOw teaeh me how to dress 
them at theab are m t i l id t which, qmationloas, ia of all 
other the bedt way. ^ * 

.Pi$e. That I will, air, with all my heart; and am you 
like than so well, aa to make that request. And mej are 
dressedfowit 
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Tdca your trofeit mdiyand dry bim uith a dwAipUn;' 
then open hinit m hanng taken out nit all itto 

blood, wipediim wy deim within, bat warn him not; and 
give him time amhea with n fcmib to the bone, on one 
aide only. After take a dean keMe^ and put in aa 
much bard atak bw, (bat it tnuat not be; dead) rinegar, 
andaUttle white wine, and water, aa will opver the flahyoa 
intend to boil: then ttemlntd'IlM quantity 

of aalt^ the rind of a Mnuni, a hitfdlUw 
root, with a haodamne littie ft|tit of leoainaiy, thyme, and, 
winter-aavory. Tim aet. wdar h at Ba ^iiyoii aqnick fire of 
wood, and let your liquor .mQ iqp to l)ib height before yon 
put in your fiah : and thete many, put them in 

one by one, that they map nobao eoai-tbe Jiqnor, aa to make 
it fall. And whilst your BA is bofli^ beat up the butter 
for your aanee. with n .ladl%ibtt ondwo of the liquor it is 
boiling in. And, being bbOed enough, immedfatdy pour the 
liquor from the fish: and, being Imdin A diah, pour your 
butter u^n it ; and, itiewing it plentiftilljr over with jhaved 
horse-radish, and a Httfe pounded ginger, garnish your aides 
of your dish, and the flan itself With a diced lemon or two, 
and serve it up.* 

' Th« foUowing U an csMalltiii OMthod of criaping a Uoat, if pat my 
finiall. Keep your Irost liKm if you csul aatil stout igto tours befi>ro 
yon want in dm it ; then kih it, sud with s uhsrp kiiilt teoiu it or notch 
It from heud to toif on oieh sido astriy to tbo Imbs^ osah Botch being 
about one and a half or .two iuchsa sputW.scoordIng to too ihe of ghe iiab. 
When thia has been donfc pump on tho umi fiir ton mihuteo (a hard water- 
INiuip is the best), till tho eurd boglas to baidsa ; thm teb a vey liUU 
Halt OB tho curd, and luua the liah la a dinadit of tlr iiU It is wanted. 
Hare a kottlo of boUfiig^^tw luady, M pvt hrlt'iwo or threo laige 
handAils of salt, and iHMaaU hdUn 19 pni la the adu 

The sauce for tho tioat, mt <hOjaiilo aa tetoan^AtoV a haadfiil or 
more of the ekins of etotepe to a toeall fvr aiL » 

cinin off the liquor, and add h topeoft aMftod'hmiir (te Soar in IQ, eomo 
picked skrimiM^ and a Inijabd i l 'vdl rdbbod 

up in a mortar, with a tiamijrf Jft i!ipii 'Ate <.> Vhie la oae of the 
beat sauces 1 am aoqualaM Wtft; iVM tew fVtef of It^ 1 can only say 
that It has met with gsneial approhutlw mn. a pretty lane ohrola ii 
diniBgnianda.-ED. 

^ t^veey largo tiuotoitenld be hettad; tfti aeBdlar oaae an atwaya 
nudi teller broiled er fiM. Uaih dlmtim far. hefihit item in 

chaupaJli^ my aimllar to the abofv nei|to of Colloa.-«-^iaauia. 

vvfi 





>Si«L«Si]Bir7-i£?tmt 

Mteawiiliianiivorffe&oiiii antt 
aoUiiiig. 

But eonwb 1 act JOB hir» dkMd t 

pUate^ wa viQ walk dawp t» 
then I win read yau a laetitfa of angli^ 


^ tin 
lati^ saver 
fa safliarvanr 
ttliafiM. Aad 
/, if ba is not 
nkan, la worth 

nA tiMefina, if you 
Hia littib houe, and 
at the bottom. 
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CaAPffeB XI 

or Amuao u nil aonni idb n/m w mniw i r vm a 
niraio un— irtfii a 9tu. m noAt-JrAaim bum 


Ftif. So, Bir, nowmMB heve^ tmk Mly'lal ate haf» tof 
iutraelMna vat ng^ng Ibr tionl mA gM^ing^ at tw 
bottom ; irindi, ihou^ not M oaqr, ao diatiyy nor, o7*tia 
laid, ao gaoteal, n an»ti idifiDg,aa ifil^*^,iayet I 
iniatoha not) o noa hoUtnc «nr» ani* tdtaa fiah vlien 
nothing alao will 

JNt$> Ton an indienghikit doaaaot ladainrmia ao 
auraahaitatalltDiiea,tlwoB«aptiag‘hia floo^ I would I 
had laid attonaand pouada that I lulad Aktoon^ or leaa 
withit» wintaroraadimeroaaijr dagr Ihtoii g haBt m jroar; 
thoae dajn alwaja aao^ptad* tl^ Qfgii>a non i^priona 
account, alwaga ought ao to bo. But not iongto to delay 
vou, 1 will and tell you, Miat aagikt^ai the bottom 
IS alao oounually of two aorta {«uiand yablbaN ia a third 
way of ana^witoagnunddMdkoBdboTmy gnat oflbet 
too, aa shin ba aaid hanaftaot nami^yy by *dth a 

corii or float. . t*' 

That wo oallaiMdiBg b* band b of thne«prt» 

Thefliat: with alino abortbdf tho laoglb of tboTod. a 
good w^j^ I^mb, and tbeao baba nntt the hook ^>bMi 
we call a nianing.flai^ and wHh one lam brandling ora 
dew>wcni at a uManto aiaa^ or twn amatt onaa 'of Ao flnk 
or ady other aoct^^wper fi>ratnttt»of wbieh my fliAer 
Walton baa already guren yon the aaiMvaadbam me a 
labour^ or indeed umoat any worm whatom} (brifalmut 
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be in ih\ biimbur to bitoi i^^nraet; be . Bi^sh n'ltorm as I 
nerer h^inU tofiiBer 'ind if jrWflslUrith 

two, yw ere iheil to bait ybur hc^heihus. Ton are first 
to ran tbe point your book in at the Teij'Iftaa of 
yotir first worm, and so down through his b^y till it be 
past the knot, and then let it out^and strip the worm 
rimre the arming (timt yon mar nft bruise it with your 
fingers) till you have tet On the Jther, by running the 
pomt m the book inbeW tM kifot,Tind upwards through 
bhr body towards his head ; till it be but just covered with 
the head, which being done, you are then to slip the first 
worm down over the arming again, till the knots of both 
worms meet together. 

The second way of angling by band, and with a running- 
line, is with a line something longer than the former, and 
with tackle made after this same ^animr. 'At the utmost 
eatromity of your Koe, where the hook is always placed in 
all other ways of angling, you are to have a large pistol, or 
ca i ifc int , bullet, into which the end of your line is to be 
fimtened with a peg or pin, even aod close with the bullet ; 
and, about half a foot am>ve that, a branch of Hoe, of two or 
three handfuls long, or more for a swift stream, with a hook 
at the end thereof baited with some of the fore^named 
worms; and another half foot above that: another, armed 
and baited after the aame manuer^^but with another sort of 
worm, without any lead at ail above; by which means you 
will ijjways certunly fin<]^tiie true bottom in all depths; 
which, with the plumbs upon your line above you can never 
do, blit that your bait must always drag whilst you are 
•oundioff (wbicn intbisw^ of angling, must be continually) 
by which means you are like to have more trouble, and i^r- 
adveuture worse sueeess. And both these ways of angling 
at the bottom,* are moat proper for a dark and muddy 
water; by reasen that in sueb a condition of the streain, 
n man may stand aa near aa he will, and neither his 
own shadow, nor tbe roondneas of his tackle, will hinder his 
aport. 

Tbe third way of angling by hand with a ground»bait, and 
by much the best of all other, is, with a line full aa long, or 
a yard and k half longer than your rod ; with no more than 
one hfir neit the hook, and for two or three lengths above 
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aii4 IMP tibn m matt paOal aC Aokfbt jtmt 
{diuilr: tontI^ lit^« jmr wnm bmui^ 

mgiL van watt aaoaiMl » aajl 

tin^'iaua^jattipata bebaiteii tj^a-pa&Tw yocrlmik ia 
to be pofe in at the TM 7 ta^ of hwtattifiiif ma «p Iria bodr 

S iuiteorwatt the amuift and? atSl atiimid on aainehet 
eaat opm the hair; Ihehead andppeaminipthBagim 
downward. And witkihialiM ObnI boA tbuXaitil; ran 
are aranuaie to an#B in ftpalMiaiii dmpa bi'V «Mr, 
rather than a troohM vataf^and ahum mtheiivia’ylMtt 
eiptingoat year worn heme yenniinnmht eBa haniad 
n>d,1^aiiaatifleiidtyt vheandtwQI bnmwn, a em e tia aaa 
at the top, or within a Teiy littie of ttii aaaeitciea of the 
water, aiM ahnoat idapja bafine ttmt Ktw plumb caa 
ambit to the bottom; both by laaaen of the atiamB,and 
alao that yon lauataloiya keep your voaBa> in motmn'by 
draaino atiU book toaniida mat aa if jha tpare anattw 
with a fly.* And beiieie aao; whomw wiil.tiTitt ahalTflni 
this the beat way of aU other to an^ wm a Wiaap Jn 
a bright water aapooattys bat timn hiried tnuat be my 
light and dhanb and tuj tmoKand flaaly made; whiidi, 
with a skilrai haod, will m wondois^ and ia a dear stramn 
is undoabtedly the best way of aagKng fbr a trout or 
graybiw, with a wona^ by amay defraan that aay awn 
can num cbeioe o( ami of moot oaae aad^ddi^t.'to the 
angler. To whkdvlet me add, that if the aogior be of a 
constitution that will adbr him to wflde^ and w^ al^ 
into the tail of a shattow atieadi, to the ealf of the Isf or 
the knee, and so keep off the bank, ke diatt kfanoat take 
what fish Be pl eas e a. 

The seeono wwof aa^kig at dm bottaoi iawith a aoric or 
fleet. And thatiadaoof tirooaeiiroiiUiaworm,orwiih 
a grub or cadis. t.* ‘ * , , 

With a worm, yonaioilo hone ynm liao adthia a IkA or 
afoot and a bal^aakmf it MnomJftlnmdii^aramwidi 
two, or,if you adtt, with tkianidmm dahmwmtnaaar 
with abova one hdr neat the hesK,and twmat tbf III 

><M. ymsMis aoBWMsomk warm gyp Hihj nrensmb>tm 
with lw« inst awto wNBMi WM lsku(etssmm*lunUw4naillNr 
ssm>snk*-lto. 
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fonr or Iwrtlia •bore it; and • mmi of wNt rite you 
^•••ei-yeV'finimtM fitted to your eorik, year eoi% to the 
eonditoior the rime (tiuiiie, to the ywimuee or aloiniera 
•fit), tod both, vhea the water ie rety deer, ■• fine il you 
ett ; aed-tbett yon ara nerer to bait with abm one of the 
leeato eort of b t a n d lwi ge; or, if thej are -reiy litde onea 
adM^^yon Bwy then bait widi twoy amr die auauier brfora 

When yOn for •: tieat, yen tow fo do it ae deep, 
thafc {•,.•• near the bottoniae yon eai^ prarlded your bait 
do not drag; orif it d(s« trout will aometfanea takeiten 
that poature. Ifiigregn7lniff,yoaandiMitofiahfiirthar 
fifom the bottom, ha beinge fidi that nanallr swima nearer 
to the middle of the water, and lien alwaye iooee^ or, how> 
erer, ia more apt to riee than a trout, aiM more inclined to 
riae than to deM^ eren to a grou 9 d*lM|it. ' 

With a grub or ea^ you are to ai^le with the same 
length of line^ or if it be all out aa long •• your rod, ’tie 
not<4ha worae; with never abore one hair for two or 
three lengtha next the hook, and with the'emaUeet eorit 
or float, and the leaat weight ^nmb you cim that 
will but nnk, -and that the- awiftnees of your atream 
will allow: whidi alto you may hdp, and aroid the 
riolenoe of the euirent, by angling in the returns of a 
stream, or th^ eddies betwixt two etreame; which also 
are tlie moat l&dy nlaeea wherein to l^a fish in a stream, 
either at the ti^ 6r bottom. 

Of mbafiw a gn^ltng* the nh-gmb, which ia plump, 
milk-white, ’bent round from head to tail, and exceeding 
tender, with a rfid head i «r the dodc-worm, or*grab, of a 
pale yellow, longer, lanker, and tougher, than the other, 
with rows of feet alLdown hie, bdly, and a red head also, 
are tlje best,' I way^ for a gtijding: because, although a 
trout will take bottii kheae,^ 9 sb>grub espedally, yet he 
does not do it so tothe.odier, and 1 haye usually 
taken ten graylinga iOMnn^faKint with that bait : though if 
a trout come, I have observed that he is uommoulv a very 
good one. 

These baits we luinl^Ji^ in ^to,:iB #hieh an ash-grub 

• These bolh beetie-grnba, tny Weile^gnih will do for this 
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commcolf gbira tooghw, tad will b«tbr eodim bitiiigi 
though M iu jrot ao tandor, that it irfll bo ayMBiaij to 
waip4n » pieoa o£ a f/AS hair with your anuiiig, laafiag it 
atandiiig oat about a atrawkhMudth oUrtho head of jnur 
hook, ao aa to hoop tho grab athar fitna diMiog totaUy off 
ThoB baited,«ratlaaotdo«atothopoiatoC Ito hook,l^ 
whidi meana your anaing will ho lofk wboUy nahwd au 
baio^ which ia neither ao au^tly, aor ao likely to be' tahaa t 
thotwh, to help that^whicn wui, hawonr, mn oft fhll oat^ 
I alwaya ana tho hook 1 dea^ fta m bait with tba 
whitaat lHwae>iiair I can diooaet whiabitaelf^rill r aa em bla, 
and ahine like that bait^ and eonaequantly will do mon 
good, or leaa ham, than an aAniag of any other oolour. 
Xheaegrabo are to be baited tbua: m hook ia to be put in 
under the head or diapa of the boi^ aad gnided doom the 
middle of the belly, jnthgutaiiiBn^ it topcoat by the 
■way (for then, the aah«gmb aapeci^, will iaaae out water 
and milk, till nothing bat the akin ahall naain, aad the 
bend of tb hook will Mpear black thraiu^ it) till thg point 
uf your hookeome ao low, tiiat tite head of your baft may 
rest, and atiek upon the hair tint ataada out to hold it} by 
which moana it can neither alip of itoel^ nefther will the 
force of the etream.uor quiek pulling wit, upon any miataka^ 
»trip it off. 

Now the Cadia, or Cod-biut, wfaudi ia a autq JdlUng baik 
and, for the moat part, by mudi aurer than either of the 
other, may be put upon the hooh^ two c«*throe togother; 
and is sometimea, to Toiy great edbet, joined to o worn, and 


putpoMk vattieobrij the arah of Ow oogtftahr* Mt tnadliof hi alee 

an excellent 




fi. grab of tho Coekehtftr, colled the Mitb bob ; tbe braodtlog 


XUS eounxn jiRiun. 


449 


{xMSflt; 


Po matiiB— jtn-m artiffdslilyio eoree tlM pdnt^ tbe hmdc : 
bnfe it alum to lie as^ed witiist tb4 bottmiw when fajr ittelf 
MpaeiaUT', nitk tiw -fineatlidkle; fondl ihBfM of the 
TeaTi tte. iDOrt hoUKog' bait of dl other whatever, both for 
tcoot^aodgnjliiig. 

There are iievefiu other baita, beaidea theae few 1 have 
timed you, whieh alao do very j^raat execution at the 
bottom ; and aome that are pe^iar to certain countriea 
and riven^ of whieh every angler nay in hia own place 
make' his own observation ; and some others that ' 1 do 
not think fit to put you in mind of, because I .would not 
corrupt you, and wmifd have yon, — as in all thin|;8 else I 
observe you to be a very Vbnest gentleman, — a fkir angler. 
And so much for the second sort of anglmg for a trout at 
the bottom. 

Fiat. Bn^ sir, I beseech yon nte.^yne deave to ask you 
one question. Is there no an to m used to worms, to make' 
them allure the fish, and in % mannex compel thmn to bite 
at<^e.biut?# . 

jpiie, ftet '-l knaiw of: or did I know any such 
secret, 1 woidd trot nse^it uyseUj and thetiafore would not 
teach it you. .'T^ghXwifl . not deny to you that, iu my 
younjm. diya, 1 ^l^inide trial of oil of. oaprey, oil of ivy, 
camphor, asranBtida,iaice of nettles, auH- several other de- 
vices thatlaM tau^ilry ■arersl snglers 1 met with ;* but 
could neverifb|dU'day aavantage by them; and can scarce 
behove thena to be done that way : though 1 

must‘'teU.yottiT h«ve.ieen some men, who t thought went 
to work no more .ai^fiddfiy thsul, and have vet with the 
same land of vfbmrX hai}, in iny own si^i^ taken five, and 


' CoL VimUm mxa t'lgwiMiwu tt« <adi« h os tli« top 

of the iritk i 67. It mM sbafei «f the hook, v th- 

MrtiSeiel S7 (aot eeiM .Me ^ .Im eV' tlietUtw^ pA niae it, n*T ii* 
yoir* pttll tlie blue stti nd Hkm wk umI fjicidllMit bait for a trout. 
Where the riTer ia may place a vriy i>lrndfr loa-.l 

on the ftbank, and dimv tba cad^baH orer it : raiae it often from tho 
botUrin, and to kt H aiak ngnhi* tm may imilite tbc ead bait^ makin;; 
the head of black lilk, and tbe body of ycllov wax or of »tuiinmy. T)u.> 
tmnt wilt not take tbe cadia in maddy watar, yon maat tbereforo only use 
it ia clear ones*’ 

3 See t’art 1., Arointed or SeenUd Baita, acd cotea^ at pages 1$4, 1S5. 
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sometiines tte, one. BntmllMtlittfebvdaenaloBe, if 
jou rieaM. indy becMW m hftvetww «Kmgii,jBiidrfhafc I 
would differ yon fi^thatrMiUeofMyiiMRwhetani^I 
will,if yoaplaiiw,|Hmeed tatbelut wof ant^^fiwa 
trout or gngrUuf^ whicli is ia tlie midwe; after wldeh 1 
shall hare no more to tmnUe you with. 

llat. ’Tia no tioaUr, air, Iwt the greatest satis&ction 
that can be^ and I attend yon. 
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CHAPTER XII 

or aavua nr thm midsm fob taon ot oBiruxo. 


ioglinginthe f 9 r (font or grayling, 

M of tiro sortt ; with a penk or minnow for a trout ; or with 
a worm, grub, or cadis, for a grayling. 

fiv fint; it is with a minnow, half a foot, or a foot, 
within tho supcrficiM of the water. And as to the rest that 
concerns thia sort of angUng, I shall wholly refer you to 
Mr. ^ITalton’s direction,' who is undoubtedly the beat angler 
with a minnow in England: only in plain truth 1 do not 
npproro of those baits he keeps in sut,* unless where the 
iimg’Ones an not poesiUy to be had (though 1 know he 
frrauently kills with them, and, pMadrenture more than 
witn any other, nay, I hate seen him refuse a liring one fur 
one of them)-~and much* less of his artificial one;* for 
though we do it with a oountecfoit>fly, methinks it should 
hardfy be eneetH that a imm ihould deceive a fish with a 
counterfeit'&sh.' 'Which having aoid, I shall only add, and 
that out of my own, experience, that I do belieie a bull* 
head, with his gill*^ cut off (at some times of tho year 
espewl^ to M a much better bait for a’ trout, than a 
mumow, and a loach much better than that ; to prove which 

>8NrstltCb^.T.|s«(]36. 

* n. BSM lie. * /A 1,17 

* ArwMtliihmiiowaow«ll8i«d«^ tinl (siipanTar tbn sr. U t.»i 

]in>feiTcd, wpcnklljr m riiahtljr ditotloured vster Th>'v l> it, r ki i 
ttiU Uilu • arMt ttvi) 14 befon tber Ste rhi’-K >• >. .l ■> n 

^ihUnco.— 10' 
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I sball onlr tell you, that 1 hare much oftener taken* trouta 
vith a buU-fiead or a kwch in their throata (for there a tnmt 
haa qneationlesa hia ftrafc duaato) than • ntianov; and 
that one day e^;i^d|fc> y* 

da 7 irithanii[NMMviS|.fj^ & ay qo(4(nn«ilk and aa fit 
a inder, aa ecmid be vMiea fbvtiad vurpeae^ with^ laiaiiw • 
any (we fish) I at laatftiltoibvith the irocin» and with 
that took ^rarleen in y veiy yhort apaae} aatongat all arhich 
there vaa not, to my lemembraiio^ ao madi aa one^ that 
had not a loaidior tw4 and aome of them three^ four, five, 
and aix loaehea, in hia throat and atomaeh $ from whence I 
concluded, that had I angled with that bait, I had made a 
notable day's work of 't. 

But alter all, there ia a batter way of anglbg with a 
minnow, than perhapa is fit either to teach or to practise . 
10 which I shall only add, that a grayline will certainly rise 
at, and sometimes take asninnow, though it will be hard to 
bo believed by any one, who rimll oonsider the littleness of 
that fibh’tf mouth, very unfit to take ao great a bait{ but 'tis 
aifinned by many, that be wOl sometimea do it, and I>m^lf 
know it to be true: for though 1 never took a gn^line ao, 
ict a man of mine once did, and within ao few paces <» me, 
that 1 am aa certain of it as 1 can be of any thing 1 did not 
si>o ; and, which made it appear the more strange, the 
sra>ling was not aboi’e eleven inches long. 

1 must here also beg leave of 3 rottr master, and mine^ not 
to coutrorert, but to tell him, that I cannot consent to his 
way of throwing in hie rod to ^ overflown trouL‘ and 
.iftcmords rceovering hia fish with bis tackle. For ^ugh 
1 am eatisfied he has aometinics done it, becfuise he says ao, 
\rt I liave found it quite otherwise; ana though 1 hare 
taken with the angle, 1 may safidy aay, some tiiousands of 
trouts m my life, my top never anl^^ tthonah my Uno 
btili continued fast to the remaiaiag partof my naojby aome 
lengtiis of line curled round aboim my and there 
fastened with waxed silk, against sn^ on aoeneat) nor mj 
baud never slacked, or iwpped hy W Other dumca^ but 1 
almost always infallibly lost my fish, whetiier great or littlck 
though my hook came home agaia* Aad> I hava often 

*8MPtetlCtea,T.Mill«r 
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TBJB ioo»ue» iV tumm 

wo&dMd how ft tmit thodd so diieftg^ie himsitlf^ 

fiom BO greit ft hook as 'ihftt wo bait with ft minnow, and bo 
deep^bearted aa thoae hooka commonly are; when I hare 
aeon by the fore-named aceidenia, or Ihe clipping of a knot 
in the upper part of the line, by aud^n and hiud atiikioffy 
* that though the line haa immediately been reooverea, 
ftlmoat beroie it could be all drawn into the water,— the fiah 
clearedy and was gone in a moment And yet. to justify 
what he aaya, I have aometimea known a trout, liaviug car- 
ried away a whole line, found dead three or four daya after, 
with the hook fast aticking in him : but then it ia to be 
Huppmied he had gorged it, which a trout will do, if you be 
not too quick with him, when he cornea at a minnow, oa 
sure and much sooner than a pike: and 1 m^-aelf liave also, 
once or twice in my life, taken the aame fish with my o^ti 
fly sticking in his chaps, that he had taken from me the day 
tefore, by the slipping of a hook in tho aiming. But 1 am 
very confident a trout will not be troubled two hours with 
any hook, that haa ao milchAB' (me handful of line left behind 
it; or tliaiii ft, bone, if it be in any 

part* of his mottlk: know that a 

trout, 80 800 p;aii ever w if he carries 

away the tom, nnd will 

there root he either rub out, 

or break Aad fee much for thij sort 

ofimglingia.^niiiMl!t(^^ik.tc^ 

The seoc)iid.3m .df'M|^bo^ is with a worm, 

grub,xadii,oir' imhti^<gtoi^ gniTling; nuj 

that is with a.eo^'adij^ia fihi) the bottom, 'a grayling 
taking it rnwh |hetter^ii|o/lhaB at the’bottbm, as lu^ bivii 
said bsftiie y aoil thia idmyt in a ofear water, and with tho 
finest tadde. 

To which wo'isa)f ^se^ Mj4' wiih'.terv good reason, ndl 
tho third wu fif ai^i^iiig- m -fama4 with a gionnd-bait. a* a 
third way otfiamogiit the-l^Udil^ which is common to both 
trout, and a^lbgi air' I before, the best w,iy of 
undiiu with a WMWt, Cl^att other lover tried whatorer. ' 

And now, sir, I'lumr aaid ail 1 can at pnsont think •< 
eo&eeniiDg angitiig for a trout and grayilng, and I doubt 

* gnw-k«)i|Kr U so sneliMi lait for jprvtiag-— Es. 
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no^IuMretiiA^ jaa mfi^eatl^i bnfcJE irill rive vott M more 
tnmUeof Urn land iriiSe^yoa riey ; vriiim leopeviUbe 
s good while loiU|mr. '' 

Fiol. That win nolebe above e day Imgert Wtif I live 
till Maj oonte tvrivemoeth,. jod ate aura ol me again, 
either with my master Writen or witiMHit him; and. in the 
meantime ahidl aeqnaint him how.miudfyott have made of 
me for hia sake, and 1 hope he^.lovea me well enough to 
thank yon for it 

Fke. I shall be gild, air, of your good eompany at tiie 
time you apeak of, and ahall be loath to part with you now : 
but when you tdl me you must go, I will then wait upon 
you more miles on your way, than 1 have tempted you out 
of it, and heartily wuh you a good journey. 




The wlail ia the right quarter. 


WHERE TO FISH. 

A FEW EOf ES ON FISHINO-WATESS. 

Bt Rihut 0. Bonir. 

— 

Wde!! it is considered that titers are apwardi of 3G0 rivoes in 
England and Wales, without including Ireland and Scotland, many 
of Uiem running throughaiovenil shires or coiintici^ and idl containing 
lisli ; and that tliere are besides iunttmemble otlier waters— brooks, 
lakes, canals, reservoirs, and ponds— it must be evident that nothing 
less than a voluniiuous gaiettoer of fishing-waters could give (bll 
inforinaiion to the angler. Such a work would have to coinpriso all 
the necessary local iuforuiatioii, — ixjstrictioiis or facilities, pitches, 
ions, fishing boatmen,' ko ., — the expense of procuring which would so 
far exceed all probable returns, that it is long likely to remain n 
ileaideratutn. The^iiearo.st approach to this information ie oontaineil 
in Hofiaiid’s ^^Au'.:1cVh MaiiuM,'' a coinprehensivo work to which all 
siil>«cqiieiit writers have been hugely indebted, some without the 
slightest ackiiowledginoiit. Mr. Ulaiite is a gentlemanly exception, and 
constantly ackiiowletlges hia ohligatinna: lie observes, " 1( ang general 
list of EiigUsh fishing iocalilies (aiid their flies) bewimted, Mr. Ilofiand's 
elegant work on angling Ciui generally supply iC As the copyright of 
KiitlaiKi’s work is the probity of the present publisher, ho thinks he 
cannot do bettor than $ave such extracts from it, as may with the 
additiini of his own cx)>eriet}co and inqiuriee, help the London angler 
to sh.'tpo lii.s course. He has taken considerable pains to obtain a 
i orrect account i^f the I.vns, and pariiculnrly of tbe angUng Fishkiimrii 
at the varifms Kt.atious, most of whom have punts dr their own, and 
know exactly the bc.st pitches, and whatever m Mouga to the sport, 
iio divs not pro])osc t<i attempt dctaili^ beyond tbo Tbames, Lga, Now 
Jtiver, Wiiiidlc, (Ailne, Mole, Trent, Avon, Dove, and a few oibers, 
inciudiug some miscciiiujcous fishiog wateni, rei|>cctijig which he oan 
giro a tolerably correct and useful account. IflioMe who want la- 
fiinnatioii ros|H;cting other waters zn(Qr consiflt one or other of the 
following bi>oks: IJoiandta Anyfrt''.i Manual, bv Jesse, ateond edition, 
i >4S. fur general information roapeetiug most ef the principal rivers in 
Kiiglnnd, Wales, Scotluiid, and Ireland ; Jianaurdm TrwA awl 5iilsi<m 
FUkimjin Walks, IhSI, for voiy useful iiifonnatioD in reqiccfto all 
the Welsh fishing- waters ; fur the scenery of Wales, and an acoopift of 
ito ri\ors, tliera is nothing more beautiful or interring than JUacoda 
Vitiiif in A\'i>rth ami Sotiia Walea, 2 voIh. 8vo, each with fiO beautiful 
steel engravingtt and a map, price lOf. Cd. ; StotlJarfa Anyler'a Com* 
panion to the Rirera and J/itket of Stotlaxd, aeeond edition, 1858, a 
tuost complete atid accurate work : VolquhomCa Moor and loch, with 
an Fmy on loch phinri, £dinburyh, 1851; Afuferjon's Oiikk to tko 
ffiphlatuh of Scotland, 18.S0 ; (/Oorman'e Practice Angtieu in 
litLLA.NP, 2 vole., DaMin, 1845; Shijdey and Fitegdtbwa AH ef Pty, 
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jUkinff in the Dove, (1S38). for wliEt relates to that fiver aiul the 
fishloii^'Waters of Derbytihire: AndtrdmC$ Hirer Dwe, with ThowfhH 
on Awjlintj, <\^il \ DriJSeid AnQUr, Qain$hom\ IS 40, 

and tiii«e,~a small but useful little work for the Driifielil nnd 
other YOttKsiiiiiK IUvem; Pulman'a Book of the Ax£» fhirtl edition, 
1854. For the Uivors of .South Wales, particularly the Usk, LaartUe%' 
Familiar LetUra on Awjling, Ae.,~aiK! several others, of which a 
coniplcto list may Im^ fouuil in Rmeell SmitKa Catedogne of Booka on 
Angling, 1858, publishdl at eighteen pence. 


I N 1) J3 X 

oe 

THE RIVERS. SUB.S0RIPTION WATERS. AXD KISHIKO STATION'S 
MENTIONED IN THE FOLLOWI.VO PAGES. 


th*dtsfaikc*», thf r«vJfrhafi fn(*orconn4gjBe*idAa\ 

\u.u 


AftiifA MI LI., UierUey 4.*S 

Al'tUiCilun , . 

Allan rivs- . . . -*7,'. 

Amwt'll . . 4 *h'» 

Afit««n. Hw , . . 4itiJ 

A|>pict'.ml . .47'' 

AsUftkrl iu tUi-Wsitei* 17» 
A»hfr.rfl. K-rnt . Ip* 
A^lii'lnio . • '471 

AuJlcy . 4(1* 

Avon, nvor . 44(1 

Av^ni. W.iiMnii-kililro 17 1 
Ax»?. riviT . . . 4T*» 

Atniinater . , 57^ 

Hshlf^;k Ifyllw . . 

Kikotvofi 17.; 

lUuTfttt'* Rjiliciy . 4^*7 

ilarnalry . , . 471 

IViailiioo . . . 4C<' 

V'fisls . ^'.7 

RstUirtea bn^* . 4>Vi 

my\y'* W*ter(lioaj . 4«.1 

BAVAvrAter 

IlsiiflibatcMi ■ VT/ 

llsrk«ljr Canal . . '^75 

Bi-xley, Kent . ■ 47e 

IUhn-y . . .471 

Blrkcc-Woot] . . 4A? 


itrcutAinl . . . 

flroxbunmc 

Hiulth, Brecknock 

Burion ou Trent 
Iluvo.n . . . . 

i7Afiil»ri.J;rvsliirc . 
Cim, Hvor . . 

rafu hcwi ffflan'l, 

Cai\tcrl>nry . 

Ctrsh vlttKi . 

Cdr. riviT . . . 

i.’h.itAworth 
Chi-ucy9 , 

( 'h’SrtxcvhrMljp# 

1 'Ijvrwvn, tU- m<;l* 
Cl.c^haio 
Chctdinnt 

river 
I'bifigA^nl . 
<'bl<olh»ir»t ikmkU 
; CUphAni ifODds . 
CliAott Hampden 
ClmnNt'I\irk 
Clun, river , 


Vksi: 

. 4M 

. m 

47.'’» 
, 470 
4T;i 
47l» 
4::» 


. 4.*.: 

470 
. 4'A 
. . 4f.'i 
. 47i 
4A'3, 471 
. 4iS 
47? 
14S 


Bbokwatl (the Docks) 45S 


Bleak IfAll. 
Blonhtfm 
Blythe, river . 
BraAforA river . 
Brailsftvnl 
HrampUMi Biyan 
Bray, near Windsor 
Hretit. river 


Colnt vivor . 
Colne Aaliery . 


. 4*!? 

. lAt 

. m 

. 480 

. 47?- 
. . 4:s 
. 474 

,.m 

. 447 ; 

4Sft, 447 


4s:t Commoix'ial Docks . Aii 

m Otokhiun . , m 

4TC • CMfttel, river . 477 f 

4«S Obi^ river . . . 474 • 

«T3 ' CowleyMnlUs . . 4A8 

474 Cmy, the iriver . . 4C9 

46e CtvficHrd . .470 

4W i Ciewkerno . . 47d 


4-.:' 

, it*.» 


r, or ^ « e .4 . JJ C. A'» it »<m » ■« »' 'V. 

r«(.» 

(.'rickl.'Mio . . . i*’** 

Cri>ydon Canal . . JS: 

Daj^uian. Hrtach . 
D.'irtMit, river . . 47.» 

iHirtfori i'V.\ 1 7.) 

iXiuliet l.'> > 

iVc. n\tr . . .477 

Ivnhacs . nx 

faThy^liir* , river* sii . 47 1 

iKrwcnl, riv. 1 . , ‘ 

I'WMrke 

Dirkin,; . , 

IbM'P, tOA rivi.- . 
hoifiLdi- 
Prayivn .Mi.:-* 
l»ravl*>n- H:»!' » 

Drifr.cM. iV.v r. , 

Fa^l M'-ns-'-y 
IjmI..-. I* ■ 
i-IeiPlc . . 

K^Haq: 

Octln.v; •' 
cric.» 4 

Bnehani Bri .i,:.* . 

KclHf . . 

EUia Weir 
Exetinr 

E*c, Uif ;-.v. V 
Exi».vr . . 

Fane* (Sr LI ) water 
FAfultain . 

Farninghan- . . 

Fellt.-sn-lr-riOi.-e 
PlacWcy 
FcuH* Criy . 


. i'*i 
ir- 
i } 
(’■.« 
4:»'i 

r.:^ 

4‘j 

Ivfi 
i jS 
47'' 
;:7 
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4S1 


rftua 

KoniMich . . . 470 

KrciioUam Pood* . . 4SS 
Fulbitin (and l»utney) 
Uri'lKC . . .4^ 

Gattosi . . . 4<« 4 

Iflyni. river . 4TV 

G'^L'iIiniui; • • 4^S 

Guttatone . • * ^ * 

Gw«Ut‘»w . . 47S 

(iuriii;; . 40U, 47s 

(iiuud Junctiou Cwiaf 4^*2 
(iraiit.i . 470 ■ 

Gr.uitcUvstcr . . . 470 ' 

Cr(itldl'«>nl . . . 4.'»S 

llaolcbridgc . . . 4(Ht 

llAi-kiugftv*n . .470 

ll.'iildon-hull . . . 47:i 

iialUfoid . . 4.'.7 . 

Hall pUoo ..470‘ 

Il:iin|«ititre nver* . 4OT 

IIarti|ttou . . iy*, 407 

lla-apioii CVnirt 450, 
llariiftaU'Oil IViids 
1lH:intUis*b>u bridge . 
llanw'irtii . . 40S 

llarniTien* . . . 470 

Harvt'V** l>ubscri|*tic*n 
Wiit'r . . 4:.7 

ilutbM. . . . 4c:. 

lliwk-'b'in' . . 4'»*J 

n-Tl>ainc* . IV.* 
litfStfuain Souuds* . 4>o 
lIcKfoTJ^iitri; . 40.% 4»'<iJ 
. .471 

]|o.UU'Ait>n . . . 4t>l 

If. :j.. rt-'Ji . . 4rtl 

Mrre . . . 4 Mj 

if . 4«tl 

II -v;;)!?: V-, . , . 4iV‘* 

rJ.'i'l - 4<i0 

l iver . . 4T;i 

I'’Uy . , 4TS 

!'■ III,. •11 tuo ]>vvtf . 47* . 
M. Aorth 4W. 407’ 

fs.M. the river . 4<W, 47S 


LewialiAiii . 
LiunsLiela . 
Llotoo . 
XJiuigullou 
X.oddoo. river 
ia>ogfoitl . 
lAHiawater . 
Luton . 
Ludlow 
Middenlwad . 
Maidatoiie . 
Mttuiluld. river 

« aruiu. river 
arlow 
Mutlock . 
Mvdouham . 


rAoa ; ■ rA«s 

. 400 Uulalip Rescr^Mir . 401 

. 407 : tkiiUvr'a Well* . . 401 

. 470 ! KidMhur^ . . 460 

. 477 ! Siiudriird fi-rrj . . 470 

. 407 ; i:)Aiu1wich . . 470 

. 407 Ser|i«ulmc,ll.vdv-|ttrk 4S1 


. 407 ! Severn, river 
. . 400 ‘ Sewanistuno tl*hvry 
. ^4 ; Shvlfuid . 

. . 450 , Sheplienra Hush . 

. 470 I Sho|i|Kiti>n 
. . 47:! Siioutor'a Hill pond 
. . 460 iShrewahiiry . 

400, 471 < Skiuiicti* Wi'ir 
. •47.'} ' SKniirh )xiiu1h 

. 460 ‘ Hnnir-niiil*i (Wandlc) 


T . . 474 

0 tlxhvry . 404 
. 470 

Rush . . 480 
. 4.%7 
111 pond . 40>H 
. . 474 
lir . . 470 
In . . 401 

Wandlc) . 40i> 
.461 

41 Pofil* . 4ff6 
. 4:>0. 400, 407 
,iudM . 4.’!>:i 
. . 406 


Mvdouham . . . 460 ‘ Hnnn'-niiil*i (Wandlc) 

Medway, the river . 470 j Soulligate . 

Merton . . 400 j SuiiUiaiupiun Poiil* 

Miiial«r(iiei^Maivate)470 I Staiuvn . . 4:i0. 40 
Mitcham . . 460 ; StAnnioro inmdM 

Mule, river . . . 460 j Suickhrid^'c . 

Moukey lahuMl (near | Bbike-.Vewuigton 
Wiodrtor). . . 450 > St. Blary'a C'niy 

Moor I'ark . . . 405 1 Sturt, river 

MoiiMcy . . 456, 407 ] Stiuir. (be river . 

Ntvaing . ... 405 j Slrentlry 

New itamea . 4ii7 | Struud 

Newark miU-stivajii, i Sunhiiry 
Surrey . • 458 Siirloy liall >%ir . ■ 

New-Hiver . . 4i!0 Surrey Cntinl 

Norfolk piku'flaliing . 400 ■ Hunvy t'.iirii Duck 
NultjiitflMUtt . 471 : Tainr. the rivur . 


Surrey . 

New-Kiver . . 

Norfolk pike'haliing . 
NuitJnglMUtt 
Nuuobuiii . . . 

Ordnance Fiahorive, 
KuHiM . 

Oatcrivy Park . . 

Otfunl, near Seven- 
ooka 


471 ■ Tainr. the rivur . 
478 ; Teddingtmi . 

I Tvniv. the riivr . 
464 ! T«iuplc niilLH(Ta»i) 
4»2 I Teat, rivi-r . 

I Tliatnu . 


ooka .470 Thainva . 4.<ii, 478 

Oual. the river 471, 47> ; Tliaieflt Angling IVu- 
Oxford . . 460. 47e . min-ation Society . 400 

Oafordahirc . . . 67K ; lUiaaivii-l/iUuii . .466 

PaddinirtoD Caiml . 48-2 f Thoniey*bruad t^iery 467 
Page'* Water (Lta) . 4<>4 < TlverWu . . 475 

Paugboume . 4C0, 478 | Totleiihaip-milla . . 463 


iS'hin. ihc lives 
1-. »;r 

KtHUfl.nM.r 

K< '..iin .us.'U lalan*! 
K'-'rit.-Ji livers 
Kvw 

Ki!i,:sb*iTy . . -I 

Kiug^' Brfnulcy 

Kiiih'^toii . 
tiam 

Iwithkill. n^vr . 
lyoa-bridge 
Tj**!. river 
rivet 

Ijcarnsn^on . 
Irttatheriiend 
T.iielilade . • ^ 

Luintwanhuc 


. 400 
. 407 
. . 4W : 
1 • 478 
. 46ft ' 
. . 

458, 4SU 


. . 172 
. 4<5S 
. . 4.i8 
. 478. 
. . 46« 

. . 461 ; 

. 475. 
. . 475 . 

. 4Cft: 
400, 478 
474 


PaugUiume . 4C0, 478 ; Totlciihaip-milla . 

Pentiiu llo<>k . 468 ' Tient, river 

Penaburat . . 4^ . l^o^waUrs 

Ponder'* Kud *. . 4ffil i Twickciiham . 44 

Putiiey'brldifO . . 458 Uxbridge . 

ntUDaey . 467 Uxbridge Moor 

Raveoaboume, river . 4IQ Tyniwy, river . 
Iteadmg • » 46ft wldUiilont . . 4 

R^nOf Canal . « 488 Wamlaworil/noDd 

Regeni'a-Park waUMT. 488 Ware 

lle^le . 467, IBS ‘Warkworth • 

RaMrvoinbNeer-Uiver 461 Watetbeaah ^ 
liittltiA^ . . 468 Whoibaeaatoad ^ 

Bkhtaond-Pkrkpowla 481 Way’e Lock . 


Rickmaaoworth . 
Rtngerood . 
Roebeator 
RotheridllM <Um 
D ocka) . 
Kowaley-bridge . 
Ruydon 


1 481 Way’e Lock . . . 478 

467 Wdwya . . , 4 M 

486 WielL river . . . 466 

. 47ft . • • 486 

Wlbdruali, river 47% 476 
. 458 i Wnyvi*iai/ .468 

. 478 Wye^ the riften ^ 478,475 


. 465 > Tarbiidgo 
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VOTES OV FISHING WATEB8. 


. Tll£ THAMES. 

— ^'hen tbo tenn pr t t erre d is tisefl In the following pages, 
nn regards the Tbamss, it must not be iinden|ood that an|^ling is pro- 
hibited, but that the waters are protected bgr stakee and bailiA against 
poaching, and fishing during the fence months. The conserratoni of 
the Thamofi, and the various protecting societies, exercise no otlier 
Jurisdiction, at leost os r^guda the angler. This is meutioiied because 
a recent book professing to be a g«iide to fishing-waters, mistakos pre- 
served traUrs na prohibitions to tbe angler. 


Tire TilAXXa is undoubtedly hcml-quartera for the London angler, 
and is not exeoeded for the abundance and variety of its fish by any 
river in Englatirl. Steam-bouts, gas-works, common-sewere, and an 
enormous tmffic, have driven the fish to a conaiderablo distance from 
the mctro|>olitau portion of the river, and it w'ould now be ueeless to 
fish, os was the common practice once upon a time, at London, filack- 
friant, or Westminster bridge: fish could not live in those now 
poisonous waters for an hour. Indeed, exceptingr. ji two or three of 
the dociv, wdiieh have ns yet {mrtially ^eHca|hid the coiitaiuiiintioti. 
tolersble angling hardly commences east of Itichmoiul Dridgo. We 
begtu with the Docks. 

Tuk Subrct Calf a l Dock, at Rotherhithe, is a subscription water 
at a guinea a-ycar, or a shilling a-day. It is well stiK'ked uith j:iek. 
T^rch, roach, bream, eels, and there is occasionally a carp or tenoli. 
The waters here as well as in tlie other docks arc in most parts of them 
inconveniently deep. 

Tfix CoMMRBCiAr. Docks, also at Rotherbithe, ;wherc floating timbe rs 
are sometimes stationaiy for years, )tiecd to abound with peardi, rnai'h. 
and large hroaDt,« but they have greatly diminished. Tickets for the 
season may bo procured, without charge, by application to tl«e dork- 
friastcr, or one of thb directors of the coinpany, or at ti e rompany*.- 
ofTice af Leadenhall-street. TKie best j^ita .'irc shriinpf', alive or in 
pieces. 

Tiix East Ixpiaobo the West IxmA Pot-^Ks, tone east. Jho • i)*rr 
wcMt of FllackwaU) afford very tolerable pcarch and hieam ti.duiu'. rutd 
thoro ore also roach, tlsee, eels, and pike, but they are dudy hrcvniiii.: 
fewer. Ortlers to ^ay be obtained, without ditlknlty. fr>m M: . 
Culling sccretaty, at the comfmy's house, Riliit«r'A4piare. Tr.i:n> ir t\ «• 
the IKackwall station five minti^ before every ip:artcr. anti to 
tlio India D(tcks leave Londoti Bridge every <]uarter an h-‘i:t. 
The bream in tlie East India docks have sometimes 7 li 

nearch ff Ihs., and not very long sinoe a pike w.as caught in the t st 
India Docks which weighed 29 lbs. 

There are probably fish in some of the private docks, ent in St. 
CATmiugx*s and the LOFOOH Docks where Ukto is much tiaifio and 
change, the spotiemsn is not likely to find anything but ecU ImietHl 
tbesQ are pretfy well poisoned by copper bottomed vessels. 

As mudh local knowledge is required for sttcceseful fiehinc in iho 
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various duclcf as in any pari of the river. Live thridipi arc principally 
used : but a writer in the Ai^ltr^g J/Maaodt, 1855, taya that he bad 
much better succeaa with small pieces of 8hrim|i, after they hoil been 
skinned, about the aiso of a pea. In the Commercial Docka, at a depth 
of 18 inches, as well A near the mund, he caught with this bait 
pearcb, bream, mach, dace, chub, and gndgeom 


WESTERN COURSE OF THE THAMES. 

Batterska Bridqi is the first station westward of London, and 
but nil indifferent one. Hero some good-sised roach, and dace, are 
occasionally taken, frotuVuIy to OctoiW, but, owing to the itici'oasiug 
impurity of the water, they arc evesy day becoming acaroor. The 
fishing is prssenred, 10 yards cost to 10 west of the bridge. Fisher- 
iiA.H. Mr. Orares. 

F(Tf.nAtf (and Potret) Bridge, affords mthcr better fiHliing than 
Battersea. The waters ore praeerved for 80 yanls west to 20 cant of 
the bruige. Anglers are reconimoiided to try under the arches along- 
side the pileis and towards the middle of the river. Two hours before 
niid one- hour aficr Qood^re the best periods for these stations. 
Fan ERMA N. John Phel^ 

Brentfuhd, off the aits, and several other places on the river west 
of Putney, afford very fair sport for barbel, roach, dace, and veiy laige 
gudge m ; but the fisliing is not so good us may be hotl a little higher 
up St and beyond Richmond and Twickenham, where the waters are 
liun^r. FisiiERMEX, Henry and Richard Deer. 

The River Brent empties itself into the Grand Junction Canal, at 
Breutfonl, stid so into the Tliames at Kew ferry; but it is hardly 
worth the sportsinau's attention, as in summer many of the upper parts 
cf it are almost dry. But about a quarter of a mile before its junction 
with the canal, there iSfVCiy good fishing for Jyeaiu, in August 
and September. At FtMOBur, Hendon, oud Kuigsbuut tberu are 
kmiiio deep holes that contain jack, chub, andj^rch, but excepting at 
King«>burT, which is preserved, they MTe too often fished andfiettcd to 
leave much chance to the angler. See KiEOSBURT, p. 480. 

Lsi.EwuRra, no deoji, but excellent fishing, especially for dteo and 
gudgeon. Inna, the London Apprenyce, OrgngA'reo, and Coach and 
ilori^cA ; Fishermen, Sum. Styles and John Aatt. 

RK itMt>ND.<~Here the angler will find the first and most extenaivo 
ilcep. t.*r preserve, on the river. Thlsi and the c|bsr prciervsa in the 
Tluuiids, VI ere granted hr the corpocation of l^don, whose jlpriedic- 
tion extends to Staines, for angjUng exoliisiTety ; and fishermen an not 
aUowetl to cast a net of any kind into the river westward of the bridge, 
as far as the Duke of Bncclench's, a distaneo of 700 yards, or into any 
other i^riMierve herebafter named. A roocBt AngleFs Guide mja there 
Ls a weir at Richmond— he*d be troubled to find it. 

Barbel, riMich, dace, gudgeon, and eels, are. tin principal fish Oiin||ht 
hen?, but chub, pike, bSA iiearch are fieqiiently taken ; tiout bu| rmy, 
although there is just now a report that a vesy fine opola lying th the 
deep above tlie bridge. 
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The hast itaiion for barbel is in the deep, about two liufidrcd yards 
aboTO the brifl|$c, llrom the middle of Angnat to the end of October : 
but, in the early part of the aeaeon, the beet pitch is at the extremity 
of tlio preserve, opposite the Duke of Buoeleucb'e boat-house, where 
the da 4!0 are ronr numeroui, and many baibel are also caught with 
dace-tackle. In met, the most general mode of fishing for barbel at 
Richmond ia with fine tackle, aa the barbel, though plentiful, do not 
run so large as higher up the Tbamee. The dace are very large iu the 
deep, and if a heavy bari>el be hooked, he affords much more sport 
with daee-tadkle than with the ledger-line. 

The pitches recommended are for a clear water; but after a fn^h 
(or JUuk as it is here called by the wstennen^, end when the waUt i» 
high, and aomewliat coloured, the best stations are three or four yard.** 
from the bank, on the Middlesex side of the river, and between il'.c 
bridgo and the Duke of Uuccleiieh'a On the 4th October, when 
the water was high, and rather discoloured by two or three d^’V 
rain.* after twelve at noon, Mr. Hoflsnd caught twenty dozou nsli. 
princiimlly roacli. His station was three or four yards from the Mid- 
dlesex shore; and during the same season, two gentlemen, in one 
punt, killefl a hundred and twenty-five barlicl intone day, rii.iuy of 
them weighing from four to eight poumls toch.' 

To make the most of a dav at Richmond, the neap tide nhould 1 h* 
chosen, that is, when it is high water at London Bridgo at six oclook 
A.if. It !yiU then be high water at Riohmond between cieht and nine 
in the morning, with but little tide; you may commence at uii.c, and 
continue to fish till seven, when it will bo fl«>od, and you will then 
have the best hours* fishing of the whole day. If you visit Kiohinoud 
during a spring tide. ie. when it U high water at I/)u<lon Bri lL**' at 
noon, you will vb intemipiod two or three hours by the tl»wini: uf il.<' 
tide, during which time the only fisiiing is from tlie h.ii>k«. The 
obswvations will apply to Twickenham and Teddiiu'tou L»ck. \ ey..i',d 
which the tide ckiaos to fiow. Fnan the Ij^idge as far as tfio Iiuki' 
Bii«Tlouch*s on the Richmond side, there ia g»<Ml fisltini; rV< :n ri.i' 
towing f^tli for dace* and barbel; and tu the tiKfiielis <>. :• I tv cu.' 1 
Novemw, very good roach are taken there. From tlw ci. ' 

of lUc iHikeoC Bncclench's ganlcu to Tvrivkcnhacn feviy. 
eacNfllent ahoal for fif>fiahing. where ten orfirelredosi^iifi^ii'C h.ii t» ■ »\ :; 
fre^pioutiy taken m a fvW honn, ** 

Tub IssiB Mr^ o/ every pveeihJe grade, from the l ^ ^ 

iinproUnding and 4v»n)fo>‘tablo, of the latter chamnvor .\r<' K-.-..: - 

near tlie brid^*e: iho I'igcons. near the Duke of 'li - . 

\\\fl tVVvVtc ’ Cto>*, IMMO- CVi«tn»cmd«»Uy Walk; the 

the Korhuek ; and of the fonner, the iSrar and Gartfi, the rtn i 
the Talbot Dinner acconiaiodation may be had at 0.*iner'.v 
Rooms, close by the bridge. FlsnsRMCX.' (George Matt William riatt. 
Brown, llowai>h Carter, dames Hall, Bdward Kenlknap, ;uiil c'f ^viu c.'s 

• flavlftg spoken of eolottrsd water, T must here Infomi the ?■<•’»•.}: * j.*!’ 

Sl^on cannot l-o expected when the ricer is rising raptdiy, aad » of wlnt, ■. 

Ci'lMiir. ftotti the lAuddy waters ol the Molo. and 4>th*r fribuUrv s'.r^.vr- . 
when li is I'loaiing, and becomes a grcenfsli grer, be wiil be weil :;.r 1 

labmir. 
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boats or pubto may be hired U the rate df fire diilHugs |ier day, 
attendance idcluded; or eefen diiilioge au<\ eixpeiice if Uokle and 
baits are provided; or by the hour, aghittn-prnee with tiiohlo» and tuu 
MhUling without Boels and men are always to be foiAd at Uio foot 
of tbo ataire on the SurAy aide of Uie bridge.* 

Twicrcnham i^joina Riohmond, and eommoncee juai above ibe 
bridge on the Middlesex side ; one side of the river, for more than a 
mile, being called Twickenham, «he opiioelto aide Richmond. Tbo 
dftp is 150 yards in length, end the fishing is now preserved 410 
yards from the west oud of the lawn of Pope's Villa to Twickenham 
Ait. The barbel, roach, and dace are plentiful, tliougb not generally 
so large as at Todldingtoi^ Hampton, and Shepperiou. But it la almost 
useless to fish these deepa aooner than August or September. There is, 
however, good fishing in the shallows, especially for dace. 

Inks, the King's Head (kept by ICr. Webber), and the Ocorgo and 
DiytfftjB, lx)th in the town ; toe Swan, at the ferry ; the Crown (Mrs. 
Clarke), and the Jiisiug Sun (Pennyeook), both in Kichniond Jtoail, 
not far from the brid^. Fubebmkh, Richard Cbxcii and Son, Jnf>. 
Harris, Robert Harris, WJIliaffl Ouuuberlain, Co)% and John Hen- 
nessey. Mr. (.\>xov accommodates his oustomers with beds snd relrMih- 
luents vu moderate terins, dbd cooks fish well. 

Immediately aborv tlio deep is n small island, called Croaadeep 
Island, where very good sport may sometimes be had, with the fly for 
chub and dacoi TwicKENiiaM Alt, on which standa Uio Kst|)‘iK UoOsK 
^kept by Mr. Mayo>, i* a little below the preserve, and offera an excel- 
lent place of accommodation : laigd rhub are often taken under the 
horse chesiuit tree%on the west end of this island. 

Ti:DD]N(SToy.>>-The first lodt and weir from Loudon is at Todtlington, 
about a mile beyond Twickenham ; a favourite resort of the lovers 
of l^in bcl tishing, but there is no deep, and unless you ascertain the 
pitch, yo\i will have but little sport Immense numbers of large barbel 
arc iometimea taken ; jact, poarch, and bream arfi^also occaaionaliy 
taktMi, .^iid there is very good gadgeon-ftshing ou the icowera obpve the 
lock ; hut the roach and dioe-fldiiDg i| scanely so good aa at Uchmond, 
Jhttoij. .ia«l Hampton. ^ 

is the first place in the river whora trout are taken ; tho 
lU'iDpfif AMtl many other anglem^ have often Ukenstrout at the weir from 
:* b) 1 4 we)ghU by j^piuniim blQuk, wRl dm or gudgeon. 

are some good atonds for omik-firidiigin the nnedowa below tbo 
\U\riKo. niitt aV>»v« iK« look. -On im idand ^ted the TkOtLOCK tlicrs 
W ( ire'dent. fishing in winter, aod| indeed, in thtmtumn after a (besh. 
iaok ave cfUfl tdron on gid$Qflb9 TAdlotk, 

l.NNN the Royal Oak, ami Hite Kliig*s Hsaid. Rtsumasaw, Rantuel 
Koiup and S3on (who keep a houee of anteriirininent near the ferry), 
.hiTt^ s Kemp, and William Kemp ; William Dear and Jooeph Baldwin. 

^ K>^^i£Ton A»p Hawptok Wick.— lUagstou iaa mile aitd a half from 
Teddington, and twelve from London, and Hiunpton Wick is opposite. * 


Mr. ^rxionsa ft^hkg'tackts maniiliiettirtr. rieea'kf RIsliinoiad Brhke. is 
'Aa'kl vto.iuftkuud with this part of the Tbsmwi, AndHutagldlssatran anid^ can 


Any infi^rmstlou likely to be tojiairiSL ' 



m 


VOTMi OS riBBtSO WaTEU. 


liMHt iMurbol tiled ibmerlj to be eeugbt neer tbe itirli^gi of tlie old 
bii^M end elUioti^ tbe ribiiildiiig of the bridge io etooe bee altered 
tbe looalilf of the fiabMg» it le etill good» noto^ Cvr berbelp but aleo 
for peanli, dece^ gndgeoiuip and ooeutaali/ trout Fri>m Juno 
to kagati the ^dge^-wlng ie partieulJrij good. ..The preeenre 
extonda 70 jarde eeetward to 00 jarde weiOiRaid of the bridge. The 
looBatiTn^ouarep tbeSuOpaud Uio Anglecib Mid tAJMmpiim Widt, 
the While Hart Mid the Hwao. Fiaoiiilini. WiUiaa Boltou, Robert 
Rmnip William Clarkp Joho flMnbam, and Qeoife Franei^ of whom 
boat! may bo prooured. 

Tttanni Hinoii ie a abort diataiiee from Ktugetoop and oppoaite 
Uamptou Court and ia a very faTotirile reeoit of London anglers, as it 
deaema to ,be. The . deep oppoaite Lord St Leonards* aoat is 512 
yarde longhand ie well etodkea with barbeL peaveb, ohub^ roach, and 
daee. The preemee which incladee the ie 762 yeida, and 
esienda ktm Lord St Leonarda* northwards to Koeiie*e Wharf. The 


llTM are the Swan, the Lion, the Crinm end Aoehor, the White 
Hart (aOirourite house wHh old eporteiniBh and the White Hone. 
Fiaflumiiiiif Witliam Rogetson, Henry Tagg, wad WilUam Thgg. Their 
ehaige kur a punt iaekK groi^bal^ nnaalCendapoe, ia 7s. 6d. a-day. 

IfAnnon Cooithaeadiqe (not pr eee r dbd), felled the Water-gallery, 
200 yarda loQg^ (being ftom the enmnerhoiiee of the palace to the 
aaaiwaidL) whgre there is good fiihinm Tho'preeenre eiteude 270 
yerdiL fir^ tho Wofar at St Alban'e mmh to Lower Head Pile. It 
oontaina Wbolp roaol^daoe^and many One peareh, and ie the firet good 
epot Ibr trout; it mw.be Sehed friHO jSie shore, or in a pimt 
toe GasUo (on the Mooleey aide), the Mitre (on the Hampton Court 
alde),andtho Kimfu Aimefoearthe gidee of Buiby Park). Fisuau* 
mv, Thomaa Baeien Henq: wkiiiIl.dohn Tagg, and Wm. W'ladom. 

HAiinON/-d>ne mile op the liver brioge iia to this delightful Ti]]agi% 
whieh has Joim bMihoMvouriWeiaortpf anglen. The deep is 350 
yaide long^ beUW from. the. obuyeh to the wait aide of the house of 
Henry Hast Req» OnOoft^ilieL Mt pitchaain the deep is immediately 
oppoait^ Qartlere ammn^hOuaeb where the angler, in the proper 
aeaeon, will meet with plenty of. PMitlifr bnrbel, roach, end dace. 

The preaerre of Hamptm anil Houpton Court ontende alt^ether 
1514 yards from tho weet.oni of Gang's Lawn, including the 
Tumblug; to the Lc^ber HeM Mo below JAimLSBT Lock. The beet 

months aie thplembei^ Oolbberi^aiid November; and the best time 
ia when tbe wi^rlemtlmr biginniag to elanr after a fresh. 

Large trbht are iipeqHaa% llMt ^ igpinniitt tim bleak in t^^ 
betwote Baatsteh CoM and . Hampton, in the months of May and 
Junai but Ih^ tiA nbt aenmU artiSriil dy. Kscelleut 

ndgeon-IUbieg: be kid ihibe ibmrm between Ham ptou and 

Sawatjr. frm Jaljr ini Q(Mmi smvh n« fi^ucntly 

takan wliU»j l|U«K.Sr ',«<|M^ «f .Hniptoii i* n 

dumiBl it i* the 

eentre^a angliug 

to be' found at IXtoiin Wanip h^ Igxstthe Bell 

(where the Waite aid CotemtSiih u^ly Md their maetiugs}, the 
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Itod Lion, and Um Wkfio Htii. FbniREiv, Thomas Bfilboumo, 
WUiiam Milboar^ William Bann, Wm. Boun/Jun., and Jolm SaelL 
The cliaigo for a nan tad pnn^ orilh ground-bail and olhtr baits, 
is 7 il tfd. per diem, as al fkbmimA. Indeed, all along the river Uio 
tonus are modi rile same.* 

HaavBT*8 SumciURnNi WATia.-<»Ji]ai obovo Ramplon Bridge la a 
laige itlaiid,oalledGAjraBiBsD(Svo aeiea), kept Air angleta hj Hr. Hsayty, 
whochaigea 6dL aday Surpermisrion to fish, and provides refreehnenton 
moei reasonable tenua Aero are many tniopeaseh^jach, eels, Ac. in this 
part of the river, and trout are often taken of fkomfive toten Ibe. weight 

SnnnoBT is IS miles horn Londonb on Hiddloeei side of tlie 
Tlianiea Here is very gobd Ariiing fbr roach, daes^ barbel, chub, Ac. 
and large troutare ftequenUy taken at the weir. There lealio eaoellent 
gudseon-Sehieg on tlw eoowemi Tbo deep It $00 yeide lonn, llee 
<»ppuaite the chorvb, and forms psrt of the pieeorvt which estende 688 
jarde from the weir to the easl^end pQ# of tho brericwaler. lima, tho 
Flow«*r-Pot, the Hagpie, end the Oaetlo; FlSBEiliisd, Robert Ooddard, 
James Goddard, Thomas Fsdsber, Kitfy Johnson, and 0. Barrenger. 

WALToK-oN-TiuiiBa ia 18 sbIIsb foom London, on tho (Bnmy aide of 
the Thames, and is one of tho host plabsi for poareh-Mliig on the 
•river. It has two Sne deenf otto of ISO Mdit and tho oibor of 100 
yards, at the east of Lord TaumviUo*!^ and VNBi of the UovseBridgab 
called Walton Bale, both praaerved. Thwabomid In iMum barbel, 
nioi'h, dace, bream, and ehuh^ and n fowuke mid trenit a ng th ere is 
good bank-6abiug. IsiiSk the Dnkdb mid. FhunmMmrFWilNam 
liogereon <who has accommodilion for anglsre by the Hilerride), John 
Itoaewell, and Oevige Honn 

Halukobd, juat above Walton, baa exoslhmt fishing. Them is no 
deep. the Siiip. FisRiuiiir, James Bogerson, Thomss Roow 
well, and Thomas liosewell, Jun. 

SusrrKHTuH ia 19 miloa fregi London, on tho MlddfiHOB aido^ end Is 
.111 excellent station. It has three etlsiiHvt deM the (Hd Demk east 
of the Creek nils, wbirii is 240 yrnds lonn t!ke inm east of tho Dnin, 
vMtn called the Lower Dosp,) lOO JpidA and the Besp^ 200 
yanU long: all three p r eie rv id. They am wull-tlOM with roach, 
dace, chub, and barbel (the latter often veiw hugs) ; and tBem is good 
Itfttik ishisg, on both eadee of tho fivsiv for peemh, chub, end jack. 
Tho tillage ia small, but good eocommodirion wOl bo feiutd at tbo 
Anchor Irw (on the biiihs of tbo Thttnoi)^ Xhufis Aims, tho 
Crown, and the Ship (Rohsft Sloue). fkmiSlS6|fWtt^ 
and Son, Henry Purdue^ Thomas FoifKi% Jsmes Afdne, owl B|Biuel 
]\irduc. Sliepperton is a pleee of greet neorl fop 4fBt4ileoaglei% 
and here the late Duke of Snamsm^t liremienyyini atoninupfoitL 
Tlie horac-eboo raaoh of tho rihror is quit# oeanuMI, tmM the ground 
of (Mttanda are eoeo in tlio dielMMo. 

WsYBsiDQB is two mllsebeysiA Wldfeis^ ahd 14 mlldi fom London, 
and has an extsnelvo d^ wliibh li'FMI jpA foM tho woir nt 
Sheppetton Lock down to Holldi^t Bifr, end pmeHtedL Trout hivo 
of lam becornoebuiidam hem, and thorn foviiffMqrtjhfoiigr pOE^ 
peareb, barbel, shub^ moeb, daoe^ bmeob gu%iM^ Sfrt osohiMatt/ 
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'M M'QNMHvAfr 
A IlMiTlMMMi^Aiiglteg ftipinflHoii 

dtao ili« rif«r Wtfiiilldk ilM In nd piu^ 

Mwbmm, HABiow^aoDaJttm OondmiSP^ and Wduno (hi idl which 
phiceatlicrolacoMdlMlUdttai^ iipwdillf nhOoiAiJii^ 
maomc good pond^ if rcit cmi fct pmMon), Mia into tha Thamet 



OniLDfOM), m dahlDg li anid to ba vary good; and m tha Negark 
miU stmm, near Womiro, carp of eight and tan pounds weight lave 
bean takan. Than ore no iMilar F^aaiiKiir At Waybrtdga> the 
&hlng being afmoat ascloaivalj nwin tha bank. 

CniRtiKT Baiona la 22 miles London^There are two 


darns hero; one 200 jsfds long, oast of the weir ; the other 140 
jrard^ west and east of tha bridge. According to tha official list, 
tho presonro is 445 paids, extending Ahm ilia weir to 80 yards east of 
the bridge. Fishing much the same as at Wwbridgo, perhaps better 
for pike and pesreh. There is a small streom which runs at tho back of 
Ohertsga, ealied tho Abut Mill Rivea (the property of T. B La Costa, 
Rnq.X odhtaiAing jack, pearch, chub, Ao. rommiiET, £. Upjohn and 
Wm. OaBoway. Ixirs, tha Criokators (at tha bridge,) Crown, and Swan. 

LstBaaii is father more than a mile above uhortsey bridge. The 
river is heranorrow andahallow, and tha fly^flriier may exercise his craft 
with sneesss, tront of laifs siu bring sometimes token : formcily 
Skeggarsi or small sriimon, naad to be laksn^ but not for sotnt* years 
past Tha CcjrERS ktha rsildsnca of W, Raata HeselUne, l«kfi., <ine of 
our most anthehuuitic snglfin well as piscatorial book collectors— 
known to tha rca<^rs oi AriPt Ltfe by his oontribntions, and to many 
a diacjyda of WiHon by his raadinosa to obl^se. IxN. the Horse Shoos. 

Fbhton Hook ia immadiataly contiguous, and is one of the best 
places on tha river for fly'fishlng and qpitining. Some of the mivt^ieMful 
doings here Imve^ean laeordM in Bwfs Life in J/mim The uateis 
are preserved for 1150'yaids, llxtending from tha gvani pile^ eastiauiil, 
round the Hook, to tha eaat and of the lock. FksnRttMV n , John Han i.s, 
Samuel Hanris, and William Harris, lux, tho HocscShocs, aihI Inilgmgs 
may be Ipid at lh#lock-Honao, kept by Mr. Trotter. 

SFaIxes is 19 mllas from L^ott,afrii wm formerly much froqiiexited 
fur Usibel fishing/ but siuostha removal of the old bridge the spuif 
has somewhat daelhiad. Thera is^ lkowaTer» still vary gooi! ii.'.biug, 
not onlv for barbel; but skio for roach, chiih^ and sometimes tnuit. 
I^rigMUdogiamuriipfictiasd bow OB account riPth^ nf 

tha walSM. The deep is 140 yards long, west and east of the btidgc. 
TIm pmsTVS atlMds 720 ywrai^ bslsg om Uia City boundary stone 
to 210 SMtward of Ike bridge, unct, theawan, tho Bush, and the 

Angsl, flsnaaiKir, ThosMs aad Jamea Fhri^ar, Wm. Veara, Rubeit 
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Veu% jEIoiiiyA»or» W 19 . €tob«i%ta4C^ fiiiictthe 

yreMinte of Mbs TIhodm hr «b» JMiiMt hm is m«oli 

All ssfi# switest thoiii k 
ezedleiit smUmm sf liMb vidsb oflan nm 

espsekuy al HMuteir Wol «ii th* Amur R«ub MAii, 

«pp(Mito Brnmuif. 

as weU M btfbs^ DtirmhiidsbrafWlii^ OMof thsiinriMil 
sUtionsIbrllioat whaskhtrsphi or IihwiAttNi^te hr^k sS 
and near Honkit liuvs^tawaaa Whakor aad Ills pt«kr vUlitt of 
Brat, also a BAiag stalls Vova koiil^ although Ihsy do nolnia 
largo, aro^ poriia|i% oaoglii la Ihk looallir tkn la aay other on the 
river.* While we are writki^ wa hear or aenraa lioah of frott 2 to S 
pounds weighty being eaa^i in oas da^ at Old WMEior EodK by Hr. 
Devonshire. FmRBRiaui»1httdaa. Bt»nm and SoSi sad the brothaie 
Wilder, of Maidenhead, who are all wtU aeqnaiated with iha best oasta 
Datohet, MArDiRnsAD. Cooxbax. aad HaXuiw» all between 28 and 
20 inilea flroui London, on the river, ere pleeaaat pkeee aad plaatUhlly 
supplied with Alb of all hmd# invading pika naareb. and trout, and 
the angler will generally And g^ ap<^ aapamly in Septembar and 
October, for pike and peareb. Peareh ara abundant naor Marlow, and 
somotimeB taken from 8 to 4 Iba. weight; and In Hsj and Juno trout 
are often caught there by apinnltm the bkek. 1x2 et the 

Orkney Anns. FiSHCBMax, the brothere Wilder, AadtewSk end Bond. 
It H uo uncommon thing to flah the fiver for jeek (iroet CooxaAK to 
Mariow, sod down again with grsataaooini; and the mch^fiaUng k 
excellent, especially at Cookfaam, where are vei 7 kige. The wtex 

tou (see p. 409) folk in near Hariow, and k a Ana bmt atrsam. Ixxs^ 
at y>u/( Art, the Aogel and Grown ; at CboAftsss the Bell and Pnm, 
King’s Head, and Ferry HouA. Fmtniiax, J. WildSf and Poolson. 
In .N A t .l/tfWew, the Anglers, Crown. FMnxillXX, Rosetrslh Craswell, 
Wni Rockell. ^ * 

Mldexxav, half-way lietweon Marlow and Hanley, k a nftoded 
fishing station, where there fa often good sport Ixx,. the Bhip. 
l*t vT3ir.v, the Jobneona # 

Hkn*i.ft ov Traxes sfTords vety goAl fkhihg; and the pike and 
pearch 8<»iiietitiics nto very laign Ixmh the Aim^, Ostherine Wheel, 
K«m 1 Lion FiKaRRXBx, the brotliers Woodki^ Jlerbirt, Cook 
W vRf.R4^ V, oxcellent fishing ibr barbel, pike, psarob, and ehnk whioh 
run veiy large. Ixx. the George and Dragon, rleh^ of boakfind men. 

RhAi»i.vo is R6 milea fnm London. Tha Thames here doee noS 
jicM such good fisAung ae above and bekw, bnh Ika iker Xbxxbp, 
uhich rinas in Wiltshire, klk into the ThaaMt at BBAPianb tXMl aMnda 
the angler an opportiuitiy of Uying n ftreMB where vsqr heavy tronl 


« Tl.f trout flsWsg In this part Of tfas: 
hv lecn *orrMA, midvrthe tiRltof**TlM 
ih« TlMiiict 0fth*flss flroni lioiiltar*ii Fool to 
i tnmHtee hoM their meeUogs at the OrtwAwas 
0>««ksCu(»pcr, Es|. Xtrsamrer, and r iSi h w H beiithstft|H8SBe» 
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ham MOMtimw ham lakM by t^bniav^Ub Ueak. Ken^, »t 
HmoBamSB^ W wSm toem LoodMiiik «ay bthMa <Aamed, ii a 

- ” - ttwi BMir ba bad by 

teBAisK 
foathr 



JtmbandpM^i ba MM i g i ytwr fctrfwta ftayaufy. 

lire,tliaM<|dMiibw»ma»iibbit UlaywaUMia. 

StMaxunr (fai BubihiN) a nonlia lOkM tay^ Zta|boan^ 
h a my InroqiiU iyo» ttMi tiUag wtNmaly 

(pod. XaaiMaltlimariHrtlMMlaabmfaairibcMtetteiiratM- 
tlm of tbit port at Iba rivar, aad mt atata ba«dMmtM^ whara mb> 
aariban at oua gnfaaa aaA atay flrit It ia aatitlad tha Shmlltt, 
Oirtaf, md AitiUm KAiaf Aaiotiattmt and ia bald at tba Sma Imi 
Btraatlay, kept by Mr. daoadwa iriio laeaiTaa mbaeriptioiiuL 
Chunau (ia OxCotdthiw) aai^ OMwdta Stiaatlay, 44 adka from 
Loadoo, and attaiion on tba Oraat Waatem Iiaa> pretanto tboaama 
kind of fiihinfli §■ SfefOfttliy. # 

B^ood this •tho TbuMi flowf |kk WALUxoroRDy Asixaooiiy 
Oxfoio, SfAKTOX-HABCOun, LMaLAOK (whore tho Sewn joins it), 
iUvxiiroxox Bsisoii^Mid Caicicuia (whefo it oooses to be navigable), 
to its junetion with the Isie, and the fishing ia good throughout. Sec 
fuller mformathm lespeotingthia part of the rivery under OxroKnsiiiREy 
at iM^ 478. A panorainie mop of the entire oourae of the Tbaiuos is 
puoliabad by Mr. Reynolds, at la plain, or color'd and mounted, 3f . 6rf. ; 
and an Axmlwo Map Arom lUoloaODd to Henle/y was published by 
Mr. Netherelifty about twenty years agoy at fie. 


We cannot leave the Themes without cslling particular .attention 
to the TiUMtl'AnouKoPBlSBKTAVIOil fiocinTy which Lae been so eiiii- 
lumtly servioeablo in suppiusslng the nefiudous acts of poachers, and 
unspojrtiniaalihe ppoetadjngspf evinr hind. Tho Thames fishing, froiu 
Baiieriea toStaisMS (the extent of th^jurisdictloii,) has improveil every 
year sineadhe eeUbUsbment of the Society in ]888y aud while tbib i-i 
•uillcientiv auppoMed, u ill no doubt eontinue to do so. Tlie subscrip- 
tion is ]£ la per amtum; wificli may he paid to any of tho principid 
fishing-tacklo mahorsy or to the Hon, Semtaryy Henry FArnell, Iaii., 
Holland House, islewprth. A lift of the preeervee and fi-«licrinett 
forwarded annuaHy to cvoiy ertoeetibir. All the London Auglim; 
Clubs ahbecribe to ih There is else a MMam Auociation, with tho 
same otijeoti^ held at the Amber's Inn, Ibrlow. 


THE HIW RirKR 

Wnm hae He eonree aeev Waini^ In Bertfoidahirs^ ami partly sup- 
plies the dtp uf I dendo n wiili wder, ia a gnat school for young 
anglcri. ft is hare end there M hf the L^ end is wdi stockebi 
tbmughoni m whole eonaili with hhnV psaNb, meb, daea, gutlgeons, 
mlnnowveelsi and occasloaidly cup end amill pike. In tiie neigh* 
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bouAood otLaaiom, Is firamB^taigm W«U« to tli« Sluie* Hoqm, 
•tHioHBDBT.itiaMtifalyUMidtgrJawiiOaMgkia. ThmbateoM* 
liytlM Slnito Hobm vhmifiOpoB aad MB«h wmiittom Ute pnito 
fireeljr, lad about Iho pilwmn. it good ^b-dthhub if Botumt 

fboto.’dito.diiilidtito'Bi '' ** 

■boulSotoMton,] 

cMi bt ^ _ 

The N«w BiTWJIUBHin^^ Hill 

■torediritliftdi; Mlhoieii* 

which hftM hitiMrto abovnM in Im fich. hm hMy been elccncd 
out TheRMerv<^«feOnipko«tfeftiUpfmpilutp«m Per* 
minion to fichindthermtttilwohiiiiM^Chirwighn^irn of tho Now 
Kiver Conpeiiyo But n leuenlAct of PhiliifliiMioomj^kth# tnol o ciad 
oreoyeringinof ftUtho ruMhroii^ whkh wiU promljr pnt ail wd to 
tho angling. 

IH£ tUtklt L£A. 

This rim it hold London angloin to bo aoeond only to tho 
Thames^ and daring the fenoe monthi (Maveh, April, and Kaj^g when 
fishing, excepting for trout, b foibidden in the Tbauien it ia their 
principal resouroe. It ia beridee nadily acoeaaible^ throughout Ita 
whole course, by rail. 

The Lea rises near Luton, in Bedfordthho, and miraufttg a aouth- 
eastern course to Hertford and Ware^ ilillt Into the Thamee naar 
Blackwall. It is navigable from Hertfoid to Umahoiiec, and fiowa 
through a beautiful paatoral graotcy, iilortted with y0||gea and noble 
iiuuisioua, and bordered by sloping mile and wsoodn Tso one will won- 
der at the love our old master, Isaac Walton; bad ibntbeae rural aconea. 

This river abounds with pilm, peSith, Obnb, IsubM, carp, tenck vela, 
roach, dace, gudgeon, bleak, indeed every kind of fieh, emutbig trout, 
which are only found in some parts of it, but when founa often ran 
very large. ^ • 

the l^ca ia an excellent odthol for anglers, as the flah are well M 
naturally, and the water so cloar, and often low, that nothing bnt fine 
iUhiug CUD succeed. * 

The Templx Miux WxTsn ^wntad by Mr. J. P e r e aftml , of .thn Wniri 
Housshis the first atatiouftw the tliiaaMS where there la afiytoloAble 
fisiiing ; but the watera ait lijraehallow. The Temple MiOe have Idhg 
since been pulled down, and MlMbil now remain! to mark the spot ia 
the White Hart, a eomforhiblolnn willtn pretty garden, 6f*Whielt 
the landlord ia Mr. Wm. BeNMef^juihgtOn of the pfppriilor cf the 
White House. In the garden lalft etfocnMMib |wplHr 
blanches of which is a platdinn of eoeomOdalkif 

vrofib comfortably* 

Imuiediately oeniiguout la th# 
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vons &» nmrtf truns. 


Hom%aMnfoii(b|4 Iv *'-^* %**"!?)* 

mUM&MLoDdoiVllMirNnatnitlbfdaiidJLM Brigand hddto be 
tbe p^MdfridngBlMeiBAiepettortheriTW. ^ , 

Tbe Mon i^rter, miit a nile forlber^ is wb«k tin leMjr me 
towini M the Boaas Am Omow, Lu-Aim-^tlie onee fwoimte 
mort of liondoii aDgUn. It «w ptceiudy aitmted aimd eeraoDS 
ilmoffe tiiiToaiMM Inr watari but Im beta fwM down to moke way 
IdrfheEMt London Waterworkao 

3%e pmeiinff tkrte tmUn are now combined, and rented by 
Mr. Beme^. of tbe DHiite Honeib and ooUeotiwdr reaek nearly two 
milee. The eabeerii»iion for the whole ie Mien diUinfft per annum, 
induding trolling, or one tkUling per day enthout trolling. Lockers 
for fishing tackle aie provided at five ahilUngs per annum. It may here 
be obaerved, that the principle throughout the anbecription waters of 
the Lea la^ that none but annual or leason subacribers are allowed to 
troll or use live bait 

Up to ibie point of the Lea it k eaid to bavo the advantago (quciy 
advantage t) of being supplied with fieh from the Thames, which is 
nut the case with the w^ra higher up the riyer, as the weirs prevent 
their progieea , i. ^ 

Above Lea Bridge, about a mile firom the WkUi Bame, a considerable 
space of the river ia free to anglem and there are very good swims, 
but without much prarioue pound-hoithig the sport is likely to be 
iiidiffeibnt The Ivn here is Tan Jollt. Amglxbs^ kept by Mr. ^Vicks 
(brother of Mr. Wieks, of Bkek HaU,) who has boats for mre. There 
are oUier Inue lu the nalfl^ilKmrhood, and plenty of boatmen. 

It requiree good fishing to be euooeesftil on ue Lea, whether in the 
proeervea or onefi wnten. We quote aueneellent note on tho subject 
from the Anpw^s Omnamen 

** How ofm may be aeen, an muAer (ae he cells himself) standing 
ovav the wate^ as close as he posribly can, with a long rod. a coar^o 
line, and a fioai ae large as a email b^e^ canting it first one way and 
then the other, welUng first here and Uien there, to the great disaiH 
pointfiient of himself and ihd'utter annoyance of all those who may Iks 
fifiliing neor him. To aseertaia the qvdekrightedneea and timidity of 
fish, let any peraon when the water is clear, walk dose along the iMuik 
of the strsom ana look at the water nemeet him ; he will find .\.-i he 
advaaeos, the fiah ahoot away, fiwm which it ia evident they alw un 
By from any moyable ap p eanmee. What sport, then, can such per 
■ona tt we speak pfesicpeet, when thqy not only drive away every ti*-u 
worth idling with their Mmaveam^ l^ut so lash, Ihs water with'their 
heavy tackle^ that even the mtanowe before them) Bear this m 
mind, eanedally when flahleg at theie Mrrovr ewims^ that slyiicfts 
and citmiing^ however they be eeuemwd when exercised in other 
engagemeiite, ere mtibh to be eoattnended when employed in the art of 
angiuig.*' 

* Atteri «r tiMSs i fi le if wid wstan, sat a mHMtt s eaeq at of the 

gjgMyJgrJiK s* • !3;i' 

aOMlwg WHHHH, flUlWI VOS ^SWPKrV CMBMMWI S6 Hit 0WW CMS flrrMM*. Utf«Wnu^ 

nrtVki^SMr fWMw. W.iiAi^b.Viid Hr. B M.i lW ii, «id>< mat vtSL* 
•diiiw uiMk hA I. M« M t« b. rdM l,M, 



mMxmtujL. 46t 

At TofTtmn Mw (tim thoogU banl down 

«8o)« 5 nSlMfkoto LoqdoB. ^oii om« to Ttuii^Svbioii^^ 
(foroMriy called fad fftaraurde wbcre ia a 

mUe of czoelleDt flahfnfc emeially foit piki^ pfarai, Aql Tbe 
Fibby Bousf, kepi by nOAKBi^ aibida mod aocommodalioa to 
anglera. Subscription one BUinea per aanum^ uieladlng trotUag ; half- 
a-gninea for Uglit rnttom-dsning^ w one abilllng per day. 

A mOe fbrUier on la FoBOb Warn (eilenaiag half a mne)» the 
houae belonging to which ia called the Bc.ob Hoots. This ia a well- 
atoredwaler. i1ieaaniialcubicriptiottiaone|Biaia»indudlagtioUing; 
half-a-gninea for bottom-dahing only, or one AltUagperda^ 

The nest aubecriptionwf^f la called Bleak Rau; (Ibrmeriy Cooib 
Firbt,) near Edmontohii an hm kept by Mr, Bbej. WwKa. Upwarde of 
thlte mUea (two on the rirePead one on the mlU-etreamX are here well 
preaeiTcd, and afford ezeeUent eport for all the naual dab, out especially 
for pike, which aometiniea mn laige. According to the following 
paro^ph, which baa lately mn the ronnd of the papers^ there is 
better fishing even than for pike A remarkably fine aalmon trout, 
weighing between seven and eight poundfi was CMufot on the 23rd of 
April, 1856, at Mr. WieVa* subeerMon water hyHr. G. Gorier, of 
Aateyb Row, lalingtont aitt latided by his friend Mr. Eadas, after show- 
ing them some dne aporb It waa taken with aingle gnt tadide and 
lobworm hait" The sabeeription la one guinea per annum inelndittg 
troUiug; Kalfaguuiea for light botiom-dshing; or one iblUingper 
day. Mr. WickV printa a papw called Arfielii ^ SMmijptiim, Mich 
may bo had on applloation. By tiila ft appaava that he only admits 
forty annual aubscribeia; that trolling commenosa July Ist, and Uve- 
bsut fishing October 1st, end both terminate Merdi let; that any one 
using live-bait for peareb during April or Mby, or for pike before 
October 1st, or uses triinmera or lay>im (that ii^ more than one rod), 
incurs a |)ena1ty of from halfa-gulneB ton guinae. . 

Another mile brings us to Mka. BuUJifa CottaAB, aFCmiiaroBn (ma 
Ticir, 'p. 226), furiuerly called SnUBEY^a WATEfo.wbieh reacbea to 
Enfield Wash ; and tbia part of tha bga is weuVorad wHIl pike, 
peorcli, carp, barbel, chttb^ roach, giidmoiis, elUi^ and tiie IsnilV 

vety good. The watera are ranted hr Mr. DiuBT; the snh as rip tlon eac 
tjuivea per annum ; or, without tro]|l% one shilling per di^. Itia, 
Bulim provides accommodation for aag^ at tBa cottage. 

A little further on is PoirDlB*a Eed Tmwnt, Mied by T. Kicd 
thce FrVir, p. 220), who ie landlord cf the AeC|IOR aED fUci, and haa 
good accommodaitott for attl^; and aa oed^aafy on Sundays at 
half-past one. The MtcrcBlinda two aaBasaadi half (from Marditch 
to Enfield locl^ and ia waD Moied with pike, paardh^ lam roaobu end 
5i few tench. Sabicr^tioff hatfwgulMW IflclaAQg trailing; 

or one shilling per day, out of which ihf DCUMT ii i&tltled to alzfcany* 
w orth of refrommenm* * 

BetwMo Xm. BuMte*, OoWf—a tht Aw i io r and ran^ Xn Btibt 
ronto about lMX«iiiii««rinl«viBiiW«k <«• and /xUwiUlwi 
aw much tte mmt m hb auighboun. r 

OimsAKOt KMViA^hKrirtiM «aMi% BjjlliMliJtlr, 




irofg» oir wmcfKO fuaam. 




wHUa tifwity niBirtV trfTrf «$• »• 

SutmiOMMrtiMfUlMiT; tli^r ix i»Mi ]to 1«^ tai 

of cmt 4ipUt Md teHdtl^ iiboaB4h««i^ mm 
Amh-mter ab. SabKiJpttai te tho m 

to a«hii«; or to Vf^i lMttom4iUi« vOfkalf* gmmtt; digr tMtot 
one iAi26V ^ . 

WAiffBiJcAnstltl2ttilMik^Londoii. Tbeimltrhtr^for ttic 
tmiM of al iMit lira mllea ftom Eoftild, belong! toibe gofernvent, 
ona ii well etored with uih^ peoroli, hiuheb chub^ jmocb, and dooe ; 
and tbem ate aeveial weuii^ or iumbling befii hen. when laige trout 


laige trout 


an fometimea taken. Pcnnkdon to angle muat be applied for to the 
maater^eoenl. or aome of the prindpai Moen of the Ordwuue, But 
ia not nadily obtainable. Someofthe waten^ however, an let out by 
BOV emment to difbront partiea. The Com-miU Strwm, the Straitt, the 


then ill plenty of good firtnttigior piKe, peareu, ouuDy roach, trout &e. 
^e aiilMcription ui 11. 11«. 6a., biU Sunday Bahing ia not penmtied. 
Mr. Alger, aiao. of the Cedb /aa, ean generally obtmn a day'a trolling 
for hii ouetomoriL The beat montba for fianfaig at Walthanf Abbey 
are September and Oetobar. 

The Lea then rune thmugh CsaiurffT and WoMiLsr (the King'** 
Weir), when the waten are rented ^ Oaptain Saunders, and the aub- 
•orlption ia SI. tU. for the aeaton. lliere ia piTbaiNi no better fialiioK 
on the river. 


iiere ia piTba|Ni no better Balling 


BaoTUOunNE Fmanr, rented bv Mr. John BeningBeM (formerly T 
A O. Want), who ia landlord of the Crown, a neat and \ery comfort 
nble ino, aurrouodod with a laige and plaaaant gaiden. Tina i** one of 
the beat etatlone on the Lea. The water eaiende 6ve milen. la well 
atored with fiali, eapeekdly with p3te aatf p6anb.and haa the advantage 
of a waterfall, or tumbling bay. at eadt and of (he praaerve, whoio 
trout are fixK|ueutly taken; anueallr. BeniaigBeld etooka hie portion 
ef the river every year, the Ming la not 10^ fo deteriorate. Sub 
acription for the aeaaon (bca^ntakg on tlie let of July) 21« oi, 
inchni\e of trout Bahiiig, Ba. Each eubaerlber ia allowed tu« 
privilege of six ftee-Ubketa IBr fnendk Day-ticket for trolling f^} 
bottom-dahtiig eaa Siindv hahing u )wi»uttc<I. 

Live-bait, gmvwk biap. Ac., an aun^jed on reaoonable Uima. 

Paoib warn w rert good, and odbiwaiaNlar to Broxbourne Inn 
(t«AahhedlikA,aoimilbrtablthoiiM Ilia prepriakfr tWoi. 1 low umg^ 
at«<rabitdiaBdBih,aaddeiiaiuBril«dilii^^ The anbacri|itt<m 
one guinea fbr die Mam, and the liaal moniha Ibr jack and pearcb m 
theae waten. mdoad tlttiMgdriwri the Lan,ira StpUtmhmmd Oct*>ber 
Above Pagt'i thdwntarteprivibibntBweiCraiM^ W 
The JlTt Jibctt MoDEBMar (kept Hr.Teale}. 16 mtlea from 
Loudon, eloeeto tiui tMUen Cotniin Stathm. k dtl^tibllj ntuatofl, 
and Uie wntafrtt wfakh extend dee mQee end Mmie two wc.ra. are 
gmenlly frdi to tkdUHn aUying at the house; th^ aUmnd aidi 



MM MV# M# iHillir |M pMMl IMVIS (llM Ifm# 

Holtadlqi^M te <NMtol£M 

fHllgiAut milk «M* tikp lvM« Mk h miun mk 4 m XIm^* 
Jlim^iilliclia^lln A 

mlMoadtelid MUtliBmani httw yatmtiMMmr,Jjo n4 «mi 
TUt thii ibM fa M wawafa^ t^ t w H uUii itvwimoMMMfatlMM 
•n^pviHiif fartrmfiiffawl kM mk fbr aiHiHnfat mthMn^ 
tadi ti ovidkvlL utiLWf; iMiirflifa kA 
The Rje-HovM^im MMeMteilewvri hMIlMmU md meet» k 
fnltofhMorieel iMenalkiftd a#M weittiai^ if onijto eumlM 
the loeilHy of the iMOoMk^AMi^ Md eie the voomi# which the 
oonipinlen are eappeied tohaive oMk The oarrtddblmiiey-pleeee of 
the houeeicnd itceniiqee fmniliiradfe eiemhieduMeCer to toe eeeoe. 

The riTer hef% in ttanj perl^ ie werp deep and veiy elilh which 
accounti for the number of roeeh it pmnoea. Hie liferftronde' 


bonehea in thk jpaiiof the ot Rotdov. within thiee nulea of 

Bronbonme, and othe 


[other plaeei^aflbfdi excellent hahing. 



part of the Rje Honae •nbaeription. 

Bejond Uiiii to Warik the Im jiaide |ood Miing whertver it 1o 
aceeBaibli^ but it ia for the moat pert private propertp* •li down 
through Avwitn. which will he rtoemberad hf the Itteiw angler 
aa the reaidenoe of that ealebrated piaoatorial poet ScoftT, af AnwdL 
Tbia Tillage ia alaointeriating aa beiM where Sir Hegh Middle com- 
menoed hia Hereulean iinderUkliig^mRBW RiTin» the moet preohaia 
boon e?er beatowed on London. A momunental ttrn marka the epot 
At imiaetf ia the Aaiwxu XaMA IMintfOneof the bea^if not 
theTeipbee^oftheaubicripIkNhWitenenlheLea. lt«a anpported hp 
tarentp aubacnbeni at >har enkear eaoh^ nd /ear put aea# entraoea^ 
Election bp balloh ona bMe bell ie eiidnda; and all raeanaiee le 
be filled upon thetetThumdagr in Jttif; BknipWiX|Eaq.»SebienMqr 
and Tnasurer; Cmee RlTiitgtoiii Bm.» Solicitor to the fiaheip. The 
preaerve extendi, on the I^fhmi AMliMk in Oowbi^^ 
in the panahofWare»te JMacd JM ip Uwnari&of Stanatead. and 
St MargaM*a; and the meiabera ef thia meiei p hara alaetbeHghlef 
fiabmgin aotne other watii%ioehdlng povMM of Rivaft 

There are aome finetient ha thd pmi of ihelia«dah rue thieiigh 
the gronnda of ihee l vt JBtJ^ Bamndahfoi^ the aaal of Imrdi^eh 
bourne; it pamea foom ilieaO te ttg Ibniakef Sidiihnk^ 


HATVituh where it apfonita M ^ 
with trotth pilH^ end eiHieh. I||ri 
ftah are eo m etMi e taxen alleca ‘ 

Mtratiia naed Co fieh wRhlgtia 1 
Heeeiune hae fished than MMlceHii 

tandem diet, wbleh are two laife , . 

About dx milee forfher on the Lee, at WmlMNemfh naar Ifn denaa*e 


.J 9( • Mu^and I 

tti MfasoWftiiMi thtw 
Mm imUi. nw 
. j MM i w tmrt Mr. 
r Itn pte Mk Im tmu Ui 
iMi'MM iOM tiMotfar. 
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on tho bordert of Bedfordtliice. thoro li otill bettor 6ehiiig for trout imd 
pike, but of counepriTaiMt .At wclwtv, on the riTor ifonfan, which joioR 
the Lea at Hertingfordbiny* tliero ie giiod pike-hshing. Indeed, Uert- 
fordeiiire oboAads with goM fiehing watery bat tbejr are moei) j private. 


THE HAHPSHIllE RIVERS. 

llAMPatiiEfe baa been long coBriderad the trout countj. par excel- 
hmeci and ita atreanta are aaid to rival ihoae of Derbjahire and 
Dovonahire. lie principal riveraare the Avoirs tlie AnTon* the Tm,'the 
Jfcpoc, thnWcT (menUoaed under Wepbridge), and the Lodoost; and 
of tbeaeibiTeat and rile Avon m thabeet trout atraama. The Avon 
aiforda, perhai^ the beat angling ai anp river in England. It paaaee 
by SaliabuiT, Fordfngbridm and Ringwood, and fldlii into tbe aea at 
Chriatchureh. Below Saliabuir to Fordingbridga very fine trout and 
grayling are often taken. In the iieii^bourhood of Fordingbridjro tbe 
river bacomea alagguh, and abounds with fine pike^ and about lariat- 
ehuroh ealmon are taken with ilie fiy. 

Tna Tear riaea in the nortb-weak part of £{|unpabira, and falls into 
the Mouthampton water, near which are some pools where aalmou arc 
taken in eomdderaUe nambera by jnntleinen who have formed a chii), 
and protect the flahery. In Sir Henry Fanh and Mr. MUla'a waters, 
above tlir aalinon pools, pike ^nnd of a large alzo, some having been 
taken from twenty-five to tbiritv pounds weight, and none are allowed 
to bo token that do not weigh i4g pooads. Upwards of a hundred 
weight have been token in a digr by one rod. 

Wiirrcnuiicn, on the Teel, is M aflee from London, and the angler 
may goto penalaaion to flab by faking up bia abode at the principal inn. 
About a mile and a half of we Water la tdenibly well preeerved. Two 
uiilce from Wh/jehureb the Test, ilowa thl^ongh the grounds of Lrnl 
Portsmouth, where thore is Sne lUhiH and a proper application to the 
Hon. Kewton Feiloira will aeldom aS to pioonre a day's fly-fishing in 
this berutifu] plaee. 

l4>wer down the Test, near BirocKBiniGK, a eocialll|r has been fonneil, 
called the '^an|hb>n Club,^ by a pwiy pf genttemctt ; in conettM^uenco 
the water is well Mfiteried, aii4 mreis ezcelleitt fishing: 

When a fiy-fiaber virile the Ibat, bo nraai provide bunsclf with 
Maekinteah boota at the river ia bordered with "water mckkJo^vs." 
that to, meadows inundated by weans of aluicea which admit the water 
from^ tha Teat, f<A the ratfiMpf Irrigettote ' The .doarness of the 
eiream requiraafine! tame, aiid rather aliriiRlIi^ The fishing com- 
mAicea in April, but the trout arobet tngopdoiimdlthm till the end of 
May, or the bagtimltig of Jttha, 

Grayling were' ionie Veiti dnoe xiiteodfieed Ifldb thoTeat, aud in- 
jcr^d very rapidly, bw Mta thteo oopriliMdy deereaied. 

Tlie Awrok rites a|teut,18i miles Mra-eaak of Andover, from two 
aomces; one of tbM paaeite WbitehunfijL and, meeUng tho Test .it 
WiiKRWKr,L, prooaedf te SlociWntlteaf.viaHciia^ where, at the 
it forms aeviqpl Islaudw ft ia joined by'wiriouaetreamefrom tho New 



Tin BtTift com. 


Forwt at ReilbriOge, whm it forma tba htad of tho Sootluumptoa 
water. ^ 

The iTGBiii fitea in and. pandiig bj Bunanr and Wiir- 

cRmmh folia into the aaa at Southampton, it ia well atored with 
trout and other flab, eapobiallj at Kiunam. the aeat of LoidMinenton, 
where penaiasion to fodi la aometlmea obtalnad. Near Southampton* 
manp aalmon and aalmon-trout are taken* butehiefljr bj tiaiMiaad note. 

The Lodsos ia a email alow atraain wbioh riaoa m Hampton* and 
paaaea through the pleaaara-gNttnda of the Duke of Wallmglon at 
8trath6eldaajoi It haa but fow trout* but ia well atoahid with pike 
andpearoh. Attim headof thaLoddon*aiOLDBaaiiro»aiwiomopoiida 
fed bv that river* wherelhetoavafoiopfikn Itr.OmiUeTenaall caught 
one there, wMl^neerly l«lb. Thejaiwaow pcivaUib the piop^ 
of Sir Biehard ifothelL 


THE EIVKB CX)LN£. 

This boautifnl river riaea near Sr. Atnava, fn Haitfoidihlre* and 
abounda with trout, often veiy laige* pike» peareb* roaeh, daee^ barbel* 
ecla, &C. It flowa ijfoetrTwoiWATiaa ttiiouA Haw Bamiin WAtfOBD* 
LooD-WATca, (in all whidt plaoee tbofoldtigia veqr good,) to RioKiuim 
woRTB* where tt becomea a oonaiderabteiitrianL Hereb for three or four 
inilen the water ia 8tiict|j piuaerred bpthe *fV«e WnUoMtaw/ a aoeielj 
limits to 12 membera,mihacription 5l. St. per annum, for trdlit-fialiing, 
which ia first rate. Below Rldtmanewortli, the Colne rune Uin»ugh Moon 
Park, and thence to DsKBAit. where thm ie exo^ent fiahing* and the 
trout are large* and of fine quuity, Bdidw Denbani b CskRtixiii^ fiunoua 
for its fine trout; but the water u tented* and Sm propieton are very 
cai-eful of their fiah. At ITXBiiOQl Moon ii BaicaVe fiehety, the cub> 
acription to which la 41 per amram ; and after the fire! of Auguat 
bottom fishing eommenoeif tho eMtie'for which«% fin per day; 
.'ind freitucntly 80 or lOlbn of roaeh are taken by one rod. inet bem 
Barniti a fishery ia Studd'o Water* a Sfifb narrofo part of the atream* 
where tliere are plenty of trout and dsfea. Snbecrii^ii lfi«< OS. for the' 
season. No day-tfoketn At Im* threomilea fronjjlabaidge, thmeia 
agiXHi pit^ of fOumiTed watar fecneily called theBpifALTT or CSolhe 
F iaiiARY, now rented by Mr.; Ooidd.. ie v^li etomfid with idmoat 
every kind of fish. The aubeeripudh ia 11 U for theeaaeoyor a day 
ticket for trolliug la^ and for trouhig ahd bo^m^fiabing U M . 

Further down the stiftfotwhiahr.nna; Mvend bcancbca) are Cowlet 
.' tnd Drattoh Jfiuuv wim inaim i 
are for firqim nu ' " 
the river. Below Drayton 
with* but plei.,^ 
waterprooi-boot 
waters in this ndabbourlf 


I ia 11 U for theeaaeoyor a day 
and bo^m^fiabiag lA M . 
m. Mvend h^cbca) are Cowlbt 
trout; bul they 
~ i^ihatpait of 
artilokmol 
Mlfliljifan Joe Heelh fa 
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irom 09 rafltvo wjamm- 

jt flood bottom-fUhliig for roidb apd 4po% jMk» cbfd^ ^ oeoip 
Jj troiit Hie water, whieh la SlmOia is leaiftli apd of mat 
, u well piaoerr^d/ «id Wing eanbr aeaewlble bj 


depth, u well piaoerred/ «id heing mOm aaeaeiihle bg ^ Umt 
Wefrtera Riilwaj,> .iBiMai raeortedloWtoiidefl ai^^ Subeo^ 
ibo half a gainaa ananiallj, or with pnviM(|^ 

Day Ucketa la. for oDerod«aiM 6dL extra for ewif additional rod, wmch 
antiilea the holder to dah for jaclu Proprieter— Edward Godfrey, Weir 
CottagiL where board and lodgiiig mi^ be obtained on moderate 
terma Tliare ia alao aaubaeriptionwaler at WnaTmauar (22 mUee from 
Jioodon, on the S.W.R}, at half a guinea per annum. ICr. Stephenaon, 
prrarietor. 

The dabiog in the Colne, at Dkvrax (oneerf the acenea so well de- 
aeribed by Sir Humphry Davy in the Sa/aioiiia), ia flrat rate. It oom< 
meneea on the drat of May, and towarda the end of the month, or early 
in June, the May-fly will make ita appearance in great abundanee, after 
whkh the alderdy and the green and grey drake will be the only fliea 
wanted, except for the erening flahing. when the orange or peacock herl 
palmer, and the white and brown moths, may be uHed with aucceaa. 

A trout, in thia part of the Colne, ia not considered a killable fish 
under two pounds* weight. 

There is excellent pike, poareb, roach And daea ^hing in the Tarioua 
collateral hraaehoa of the Colno whieh run through HAnwoniH (the 
seat of Mr. Perkins), TwicxiraaM (ihroogk the grounds of Sir Wm. 
Clay, and the Common), and HofmsLOW (the Powder Mills) to lauc- 
womrfl, hht the watere are nearly all rentad, and penniaaion to flah not 
easily obtained. It ia, we beliere, in these waters that Sir John Hawkins, 
who once lired on the Common (before the Incloaure Act), used to fish. 

The river Chi«b, which rieea at Oleidnm, joinetheCkilneat JttcJtmana- 
wofld, and aflbrda excellent flahing througliout, especially at CuENETa 
and Btaxm Wood. 


'TUB BITBR WAMDLE. 

Thi WamB, in Sumy, liaet naar CaBstratTOBr, which is 12 miles 
foom liOnden, and folia hiio theHumMi at Wandsworth : it ia a beau- 
tiftilly elaar atream, foil of trou^ flue daee, ehul^ and eela, but will not 
yieldiU,flahloaiiovioe. CatSBaMvfoaitelaoo thebeatpart of the 
atream, and baa good ^nna for the aocoiiunedation of anglen, the 
Orayhoiwd, the Swaa aart the Kingfa Afon. The right of fishing 
here hdohfle to the dim^ proprietoet ef the various grounds, and 
tnillr for the manulhciore of (wper, calico pnnlt^. dc., and from soma 
of the propiialen it ia not ^Kflirult to procure a day's fly-fishing; and 
no other mode ie allowed. 

Two remailcahle foatmea in the eharaettrof the Wandio are. that 
the hoavieit raina never diaeolow the water, and that the eiay-flv never 
appearaupoiiit. The Mason commeiicae on the is«t of May. when the 
flah are in tolerable condition, hut era net la pavfeefien till June 
sport need be expected in the Wta^le mdeia the flahing U fine in the 



aonkE-Mo xuncns kitna. IfH' 

<KlraiMi-Hi*({j^ ]uIi(4Im«U to wad ft* Uw Itot Hah, «r at liaal 
lpitaa>iiiaBaaldh>,' and Man %l«ia tad yallo«^]ladM dual. Abowan 
tUagi, tto MMtoM'toaMrawtod «Ui candta, fer if y«a art aaea 
to tta dab, tfc» iaaaMdtaMik fly ap tto abnaak' HoBtod gtatMto 
approaobad tto'toafc ii%aaoapias poaittoat aad, kaaalias apaaodb 
knaa^ eaat Ut iy. Vto ti^ tiioii|h aoBMttiaat fit gftat imgbl^ gana> 

imllj miige ttimr ft pooada 

IdOWftr down tho Mtmm, ihm it eioelloiit at 

Bnonrofoir, HACKmuDois;, MBBTbWp and tiit Sum luu,^ 

wImiw the tioot arc otrefull j p mam d ; and there are pik^ pearob^ 
and laige dace ; but all theae waten are tery clear, and tMrefore 
aeldom afford good •porli to any hut the eapert At Wandwoith the 
waters become torhio, and the gaa>worka and traffic have pretty nearly 
destroyed the fishing. 


THE KAYENSBOURNE, 

A SMALL shallow dow river that nms from Sydenham ^through 
LBwnBAM, and has heap iii<|ktiAmcd the four L's ; that ia^ the Um^ 
laiEy, lousy Lewisham. It contolna roach, dace, ^uIh gftdgeon, aira 
is a capital place for that naelhl trolliiig-bait the minnow. At the 
inill-etroams, lam daoe and email iroiii are ncoasionally tshen, and 
there are everywhere plenty of eels. But there are many helterplaoea 
within the fame diatanee of Iiendon. 


THE MOIdBi 

So callotl from its being siippoaed to mn under ground for a part 
of its lourso, rises on the borders of Susie i , atid^wing through 
Leatheruead (Ifi miles firoid LondouK Couiiaji, BmA, JOouxino, aim 
Keioatf:, dUchaiges itself into the Thames at Bast IfouUBY (Id miles 
from London), opposite Elmpteo Ooufi; It ii will stocked ^jith fish 
throughout its whole ooutml mil Is eomewlmt too sluggish to be a good 
trout stream, llie pike and peardi fiddfti^ lujwever, mm exoeOsntH 
and very heavy barfinl^ chub^ mam and osn^^.MMS fipsqjiietttly mn 
faikon out of it. The Jakne on tlin.«dhu of ffrii Oeepir, 

Hill, CopuAM, are wellatetni wllli fiilM andhreua Aout biiffSBU- 
iiKAt), whsrs the river ia<4>Uow aml fieece i^d, theca ere plmriy of 
sinall trout and laige daofcfilw^ gudgeoriMUa pna 


of cols, besidee the mag|gOf fish, tin isl^. Wrallfoxeftl^ 


and used to be fiaep bit r liM the propri e tor ef fiandelll pafefc«haa 
brought eciions, and aueesesfully asser tad Us r^ltiOfnr the wnlers 
which at Lcatlierhead run principally through Msmunda. Towards 
Moolut, there are plepty of dimp swime and abundnuce of 'Jack;, 
l^carch, bhuh, reashp daeiip bream, p^M eels, Acsi A portion it Ihft 
nver from MouleayieBsimfojBreaarvtflerftng>ii^tpafcIf.lik|wranitiin^ 
and punteond oMua Inn, Hi 

r«]l ^Mr. niehtr) oppom tlft idnii^inelenn andnondbclabt# hgnen;^ 
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•KEirnsH iiivms. 

Tub Cbat Simb omt Sk. Kbit’s C»y, ia Kent, and falls into the 
Itamaa Mween Woolwisb and Daitford. 

• The piine^Nd stations iot fUbiag- an not mon than 12 or 18 loiles 
fftfm Ljffidoii. 

fc lUiHr’s Chaw bu iome whw ibtra an fine trout, pearch, 
lmtibeiufoiiopi^.irH^^ At Vt>oi^CnAT,the]ittid]oid 
of the Aifoir Stem rwiii u purlleii lof ;ibe uMr; ood iMIm 
pemifijfion Iko wlik Hun hmM toi49 ve^fino liere;;|>ot of 




Hun tM foi'M v^Bno wort hero;; bat of 
beea fa tf o ro d 1^ droim off to 

H": ep i uefM U N tbif fiibie ^ ; but as 

Cray nay aMi rooorer 


thett^li nayNMiNoorer 

iSiSr down the streen la Bnunr, where there ia exoellent fishing, 
both ahofe and beJow tho Tillaga The treat aro numerous, and the 
aven^ we%ht fium throe-^piartm to a poud-and-arhalf ; but tiuy 
hate aosletiinis been caught of throe poundsT weight ; and when in 
season, aro reiy fine hi colour and fihvoun 

Mow Bexlev is HaU. Puuit, a boardu^wdioolfor young gentlemen, • 
conducted by I. J. Barton, Esq., who oecaCTanaHy grants permission for 
a day's sporb 

At CB\ifOB]i« there is a small spaoo of pnblie water, in whidb any 
one may fish without intemiptioiii and the inn is ▼ery oomfortabl^ 
Good fish aro semetuMS caught there, and it is a oonTement place for 
hesd-quartera Lower down the stream aro calioe*pimtu]ig mills ; and 
still nearer the Thames, and where the tida ftows, thero aro saw-mills, 
where trout may be taken. 

The Cray is not so clear as the Wandle, consequently less difficult 
to fish, and a grater imiety of fiiea are found an its 

Tifx MbdwaT, Vhioh is the pHnelpal dfthe K^tish rivers, rises in 
Sussex, and flows through PmuBunei,. part Kamuxom to Roguestek 
and Caj^TBAH, faUe mto the mouth of thn Thames at Sheppy. It U 
well atorod irith flounders, pike, eetai pearcb, and a few saUuoii and 
other fish. • 

Tb« ftrova risea m the Weaffii bl.Xen^ runs part AsuroBD, round 


jflko, peareb, imrt^fiieeebrtbb^^ ^d to bo 

plant/ of trout, but the yi& te5», dn ro ilii d . at their expense. Tho 
JMliti, or laige whito>filiui iNs^is poirt tv^ In Ibis river. 

Ton Daiiarb another KentMii nfm pmrti through Otford and Dart 
ford, and fidti into tlulluairtrt.iirtim nulea below Krith. 
DARTffonn hr U ndke^ftmw well stored witii 

trout up iwlfAnatiiedlui 

At FAMBBOBjab 17 mUmfirom^l^^ thero ja'ian eneeHeat iun. 


; '“nBiTTWiI 


diatiiiee down. Che stroam^and whew the 
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during iho earlv part of the season, in A2>ril, before the water has 
been too much fished. About a mile abora Faminghaiu are the 
grounds of Sir ThomsB Dyke, Bart, where lha water abouudi with 
fine trout. 

THE WICK, IN BUCKINGHAMSIIIBE. 

Tnis beautiful little river riaae in Buekinghamshire, not fiur from 
Weat Wyoomba^ runs through the gcoundi of Lord Coningion and 
the town ef Hiqb WTOfliiiijbeiHlnller winding throi^ a lioheountiy, 
and eiqn^ying n . nuaberrai jjamurmllliL ftlla Into ipjie ffhafPijli. near 

uMm lefhaed. At Mr. Sttum nill^ ir llm below Wyeoaabe^ where 
the water is well preserved, Mofland. onoti UM' twenty hmee of fine 
trootinfourhouia. . . 

The landlord of the prindpal hm at Iwrlew (The Aeglera) is ao* 
qrudnted with seven! proprietors of the inrisv% end, Unu^ him, an 
aMler taking uphig quarters at hie house may gain pevmliaiott to udb 

The Ouse.— Thie river, tfhieh risea in the eoiinty ef Kerthampton, 

S surrounds the town of Buokingbam, and abounds with Jjdke, 
and common fish, but not trout The Colne talrcedy deaeribed) 
ij the rural villa^ Of BuiiiJiT end BAEvaLiT, aim thence to 
RiCKMAimwoitTit. In e bianoli of thia river, near Cbieit% mr Anthony 
Garlialeb one of the mostskUAil fly^shen in England, once kiUod aisty 
brace of trout in a few hourm. 

DEEBYSHIRE EIVERS. 

The Tbiht rises in the north-west peii of SUfrordsbire, on the 
borders of Cheehiie, and taking e sonth-east direetlo^ croiaea StaiTord- 
shire, to the verge of Lsieesleciiiire and Bertgrahire ; then taking a 
north-east direolioD, it eroaaek the eottBtUe of Derby and Nottingham to 
Newark, whence it flows throagh • of lADomnahire, and, |oitting 
the Ouse, the united streama beeoae the Humbw. Its dhtSie eeuras is 
250 miles, of wIM 170 ars nsvjgabfpi udble river abounda with 
fish throujsh Its whole oouin «td is wslebsiliMi Aw ito Isige pOkn It 
has been said by some to derive lie name Hum the thirty stasams 
which it reeeivei^ by others from the varielSei dl Mk frund in it, 
Near ito souree^ and for tnmiy wUeg afterwefdll It eodtoina very fine 
trout and gcayling; but Wien It r aee h m the eouflUde NotEngiliam 


and Derby, they bWome eoMroe. * 

Formerly admoii of a enperior d t a e ilptfrn were caught in the 
neighbourhood of NontfloKAii, but net newt' Four or five mllee abwke > 
or below the town Miera is good tridsf Isr piarsh, bwM, chefr^ ' 
roach, daoe, eeth tweam^airiifvesy dthml^ flri li but ne as u r 


4|9 . votEt .ov rn^mro vasim. 


flhkfa 'tnMrt Wid gii/Uapilnm nintoed im> 

nottt lirWihM md Cbtt(M^ ikw ntw tlw tGnw^Un Mom •* jte 
Vmk of utiMdiin^aiid dMdH Aitotnil^fromOttlnHiliii*; ate 
tiwiliig fho wild moon md momtaiM of the it nadun 

■ PoriMUtonooftliomM tw qi M O tn o d aadbnoUftdwtInioekyddM 


■ gi^yliglrtw m t ' nadwod im- 
Mr tho ffinaoUfi Stam at tho 


^ , fha wild moon and aniMitaiM of the ki^ it nadm 

' DwrxMULoaaoftbonmtnqimtnadaiidlwmUf^MtkoiookydMia 

miUnmianA. ' It Jg five jdUm from ibo town of Abbboumii. Thoro is a 
good mn st the ontnmes of the dais ; bat tbs wslor is now rtrietly pre- 
■onrsd by Jmm Wstte RosmII^ Ek|., of Asm HsH. s tplsndid mansion* 
oituatsd in s bssttiifally wooded TsUey, tbroogfa which the liUviroLD 
winds Its elesr stream into the Dofo, Near luM is an SKcellent inn* 


Die Walton's Head, where the Uring is reiy moderate, and the landlord 
can give orders for fishing in the Dove. He is Mr. Watts Russell's 
tenant. Bat the fishing is not so good as it used to be, owing to 
poachers ; and the fish now nm small 

Tliose who are strangers to this sport (Bprsyllng fishing), and indeed 
many wlio have fished for grayling all tbeirlives^ when the water is very 
low and clear, immediately betake themselves to tlip stresms and curl% 
from the idea that the fish will see your lide in (he dead water. By so 
doing, they will, perhaps, catch a few trout» and some slefr grayling. But 
go yourself to a deep, d^ part of the river ; never mind if there is no 
wind, or if the sun is hot. Use the finest gut yon can proeure, snd 
two flies, afid when you have thrown your line as light as gossamer, let 
it sink for eight or ten inches. You will not see a rise, out a sli^t 
curl on the water, which, by a little prsetioe^ you will understend quite 
as well ; and whoa you strike you will have the pleasure of finding, 
mostprohably, o go<m fish toeging away at the end of your line. 

*■ Tnis is the iw secret usd you. nmy often fill 

your basket while other fishermen on the water, using the very same 
flies, will not hav^msim^ to kill a deeontMish amongit them." 

For trout the beet finiog la ihfo river is af menr, hi bright wea- 
ilier, why js good dish meg be esai^t. > ; . 

Tnih w ^he hundM of Sirdan, in the etsmiy of Stafford ; 

where, being joined by Walsel^^iSterv after passing Dkattok-Basset 
and fhmwod^ and liteomiiDg enlai^ by. J^iackbrook and other 
strsinim H fidls Into the IVent, jvfiit byend fioiton-oQ*Trent, Stafluni- 
shire ; It has also many mersa wockf snd Iskial wbieb abound with 
laige pike sndpoarchi^ ii^M thers are few better rivers for trolling. 
A trout wei^^g twoatyjtwo pounds sod a half was eaught in Drayton 
park, avd sant by the lies Sir Rebeii Feel to Profemor Owen. 

Till Bims falls info the Tripitat Kuo's Biioiii.ct, after receiving 
the Soau from EccImIiA and the Pcax from PankridgcL It abounds 
with trouts whish bite JSify at a worm, espselslly after a fieth caused 
by rain. 

The DjSRWRirT rises in the erpodfoiria of Dcrbyiditre, and fiowlog 
pest Iierwent Hall, through Asboptou to Baalow, enters the park, aud 
pwM close to CiuiswoKTD, the i^fdendid mansioii of the Ihtke of 
Devoushirs. 
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DIKBYimU llTIlt, 

AtBjuuwtrJihainiiattti<4> JijiiMf a 

Mha ftrtte Wkr, HM hniML IMm cttfMmd lo 
for fishing in to aooimA^ iSwirdom" 

stnito is RMPttST. BliliKa^ an nmlkinl siidNlni)^ ooninifimt 
fidling4Mnl^ wten tosifi is slto m to^ hme of 
the Posooeky— too Imdlotfd of «hldi» n Tier Mking msn, esn glTo 
ordmtofishin the W 7 o<irhkblB within n shoit di&uiee) u welT ss 
thoDorwonl The tmt and grnjUof^iBt ii niM si hsl^ 
nto espaeiaU j for giajUng. 

* From Rowslojr, thoOarwaiit nnu to Mmocx. iong oslebiatod for 
the besatjof its sitaatioa. Eere are ssfsami fine hotel8»and some 
excellent bosrdiiig>honae% with otherO of a mors humble deeeripiion. 

WiLunsLBT Cisni^ the msnlfioeiit seat of Biehsrd Arkwright, Bso., 
terminates the rale : a note addrsaseil to this aentleinaa will probabljr 
procure a fishing-ti^ot for the season ; and below WiUenlej there aie 
some fine trout and grayling stfeams: but the fishini^ not so good as at 
Rowsley, Baslow, and still higher up the atvaam. The Derwent now 
continues its course through Mper, Darley, and Derby, and ISdls into 
the Trent a little below Snmlow-bridga. 

The BfUDroRD is s^bejpititol tortuous trout^traam, about tWo miles 
•from Rowsley, the property m the Duke of Rutland, and rery little 
known, as it has been strieUy nrseenred for many years. It is 
bordered by lofty ro<As ooreita with terdurs^ and is extremely 
picturesque. 

Thb Wte rises in the moors abort Buxton, and, pursuing a sinuous 
count, reaches tho ralley of Monsaldale, Thence it mesnden to the 
pretty Tiilsge of Ash ford-in-iho- Water, remarkable for its marble 
quarries and works, and a beautiful coKOps emde^ belonging to the 
Duke of Deronshire, which, in summer, is Rtsfilly s bower of roses* 

A Hbort course then brings the Wyo to BaUfWtu^ where, at tho 
Rutland Arms, the touriat will meet with orerythhuLho tan dssIrB , 
This house Mhe resort of anglenlkom all parts oftbTkingdom. . 

The Wye now winds to gianya sei|ientine fsl^i till it reaohos the 
grounds of lladdoa Hall, the propsHy of the Duke of Rutland.# 

A little beyond Haddon, ibe Wyb ia jollisd by the Lathxilu Thia 
KMiirkling and pellw^ stream abonnds mb trout of the finStt quality, 
but it is strictly pressrfod by Ms Gmco tb^Dike of BMl l i l d , |8t 
thtf amusement of bimstlf and Atonde. After tha junction of Iho 
Kathkill and the Wye^ tbsy fiOi into the DwwonI at Rowaur; 

There are rsrious other small •tiuaias !n thll Isttd of tutnf wators ; 
one of which rises in the neMbooiliood of BtUUMitotu^ ana, bissing 
T^>ngfurd and Siitton>on-the-Hill, fidls toto tho IViot near 
after a short course, aad oontalnas h unds no edf fiim trout, i 
flavour. 

Tna lorjs, whieh meets the tVsat M Ashdlmi^ fiiss to Shorwood 
Vore«t,and flows through the beautifOlUPdextensiTi parks of Woftbsek, 
Clumber, and Thonhy, Noiltogliiiariilm\ This stream, fa iiSjOtono 
through tha parkin abends wnh trout, bdt a great Mil of it hf iHlctly 
preserved. There is also a small stream near mo pcptly town of 
WoRXSor, well stored with fine trout# 
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SHROPSHIRE RIVERS. 

Tbi Ssrifiir riiMiii MootfomemhiiB, and ji the diief river of S hbop- 
IHIB^ ffhiek it eDten In eonflun wiui the V tbI wt» n most excellent trout- 
■treem. It rimoeteneli^Saiii«BBURT, end, liter receiving the Tern, 
« litUe briow the town, nina throngh ColebrOok<dele, end thence to 
Bridge-north, where it ic joined hf the Wort and the Stour, below 
B^dlej. From thenoe H proceede to Woroeeter end Glouoeeter, di- 
viding, near the latter cityt into two channele, wbioh, icon reuniting, 
conitituto a greot tide river ; and, after being joined bj the Wye and 
the Lower Avon, it anumea the name of the Bristol uhannel. Fine 
salmon are taken near Shrewsbury, and numbers of these fish run up 
the Severn into Wales. Salmon-trout, carp, peareb, roaeh, flounders, 
ehnb, and grayling, arc token ; the latter of which, in some instances, 
weigh 5 Iba. The river is in most pa^ rapid and muddy. 

iSiX Clou, a SbroMhire river, which is glovrinj^y celebrated by Sir 
Humphry Davy (in nis Salmenia), abounds with trout and gray- 
ling ; the latter bring of a verr superior kind. It is joined by the ConvB 
at LuoiiOW, which is a good ibhing eta^on. dima^ the Angel and the 
Feathers; and at Lriniwardim, rioseby, Is the Anglera* Inn, where the 
LeiiUwairdint dub held, by whom the waieieare rented. There is also 
the Lion inn. An angler can generally obtain a day's Ashing, if intro- 
duced. *The anudl river to the left is the Temb, which contains prin- 
cipally trout and grayUng. The fish are more abundant in the meadows 
between Ludlow and Zwwalon Oasti€ than in any other part of the 
river. After a flush of water, when the fish can ascend from the sea, 
the pods will always be found with salmon in them, and excellent 

r rt is generally to be had with the fly ; when the water ie loa', 
re is good trovt and grayliiiy-flshing. Provisioiis and lodging are 
cheap in this nekMoarhood, ano Um surrounding country boantiful. 

At BBAMrroiilmtaii, close by Leintwardin*, there is capital fishing, 
aome think the beet on the rix-er Teme. « 

TBWWxAVxa, another Sfropahire river, rises not far from the 
romantio apd pictursanue grounds of lUwmmini; runt through tho 
eential parU of Clairs to Kamptwich and Norttwicb, whero it 
Jrioed by the DanelWun StaJRgdriHre^ and fho Wcdnoch from 
wiefa ; it then proceeda to ito port at Frodiham, a little below wiiioli it 
is loat in the Meraty. 

In ibis oowity ^pere*are many large reerot and pools, all of whid. 
sbopnd to carp, tench, and very Urge pike, peareb, and ecU. 


THE WABWnCMBRIRK AVOK 

Itiaxa on the bcudert of LriceetarshUa, and passing Warwick CSistie 
^ncle through a bmiitiful eountir to Stralford'en^Avon. whers it 
joined by the Lriner Stour, and flroca thence traverses the great 
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WoNMtadiiri bvel by Efaduuu. and MIt into tha Arrini at 
Ttwketbuy. • 

The Lbam joiiw the Atoh iieer iJuiiiHoioir. Both then riYere 
abonnd in Ilib, and oootdn aonie Ytiv good trout * 

The Gdt^ the SUtmd, we GuB| eni tte little ATon» all into the 
8e?eiii ; the Stroud mm fomeriy well atoied with trout but the fiah 
haTo been deatroyed the number of worka fat droing. Ac. A few 
miles from the town of Stroud theM la a canal BiRnSLiY CaKatt 
abounding with fine pike. The water is premrYe^ but pennWonlofish 
is sometimes obtained from one of the pfoprietors on its banka. 


THE WYE, 

Woicu rises in MoutmunerYshars, at a short distanee from the source 
of the Soveru, is remarkable for the Yariety and baanty of ita aoenerf* 
For many luilea it diYidsa Radnorshire from the eouniy of Brt^ock, 
afbor wliich it eiit^ JfereCpidshirs, nsar Hat; ana lhan pssaing 
HEfiEFoiiD, Ross, Moxnourii, the rowsniic grounds of PtincEriKU>. 
Tixtekn Abbey, sud CiiEnrrow (at all which placet there is capital 
fishing), falls into the Severn, Mow Cnfimow. Veiy fine salmon 
are t^en iu the Wyo ; and the whole eotiiae of thia beautiful river, 
through tlio counties of Brroknock and Radnor, wUl aflbrd excel* 
lent trout and grilling fiahing. «At lUr, the 8 wsu Hotel, and at 
BuitTn, Uie Lion Hotel, are good housM of enturiauimeni, and 
the fishing is cspitaL Gentletuen residing at Welfield Hotel. Builth, 
will have pennisaioa to lish five niUee of the beet part of too Wye, 
including scYcrsl aslmon pools., Tba a eaao n iSer l^y4iiHiiaf commeuoee 
earlier in the Wye than in tl^e i^hboiiihood of Loadon. Whilst tho 
snow was fidiing here, April ISIb, 183$, the followuif advart i saman i 
appp;ired in the Timit nawapa|Mr ; ** 00 ^ nawa tgr Angleia.--So Y 017 
pleutiftil is fish in the river wye^ in thS neli^bourhood of BuRth, Hiat 
Stephen Pritchard, the fiidking*tackle maker theva^ caught, on Tuesday 
hkst, in the oouiee of four hours, no leas than 143 gmyU>4k ^ 
saimoii-pink; and in fivo houia^ on t|^ fiotUopriit digri 30 fiiib Ofiho 
sAmo doscription.'* . 


THE UTEB EXE 

UisES in Esuioor, in the vreet of lon wraatehlre, and nmniiig through 
n beautiful valley for about 30 or 60 tfilea (indudtiig Tivimoir and 
Exoterk falls into the aea al EgMClIg :ll li n lOpid river, jfhll of 
currents and pools, and well. etocAed with troui (Imt they run very 
miiaUV As many aa 100 hOYO been taken in a day iqr one angler 
aloue, with the fly. There are tbrae enodatioaa on the rlvor. The 
TViviVen Association haa about 14 mllee of water above and balow the 
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town, llio Utoreert&n Association commences where |tlie Tiverton 
terminates, and the Esseier Association cotnniencee where tie Thor- 
verton endA and is famous for its pike ; in the Tiverton preserve, a 
pike has nevef’ been seen.— (/Iroiii the Anfflenf Almanaek,) 


THB AXE, ; V;/‘\ 

A* naimfOL fhar and full of trank altiibhgh hi -Rwieiml thej sra 
hnt small; it rises near Beaminster, in Donatshlr^ iSid passiim near 
Asminster, fUls into the Chaiinel on the east coast of Devonshire. It 
is fed in its oourae many floe strsama and podA and flows over a 
gravelly bed. Besides trout, it contains abundsncs of dace, voseb, 
gudgeon, eels, Ac. Tbe river is fieo to sngleiSb mmI thoii^ it has suf- 
fered coxuiidenibly from posebhig, this has of late years been checked 
by an angling association formed si Grawkcrns, The season commenoea 
on the let March, and ends on the Ist of Ootober. Crkwkernb and 
AXMijrsrsR are two of the prindpd flablofpfltationn But there is 
abundance of aeoommodaiion in every directton along the banks. 

We cannot better ooneludo this notice of the Aize than with an 
eztract from the Anglers* Almanac'* for 1854 
« FfomdAe Ist of March to tho 6th of Sept, 1853, 1 captured, chiefly 
in the Aze, 523 trout 

April Tth.— Gaugjlit ten brace and a half between Seoboraugh and 
Oathill Bridge. 18ib. — Nine brace and a half at Seaborongh aud 
Clapton, one of which weighed a pound, and several three-quarien. 
l4th.-~KiUc<l eight broce aud a half at Seabovough and Clapton. 
16th.— Caught foorteSn braoe between Clapton Bridge and Winsham. 
liRh.— ’Caught uz braoe. 20th.— Caught^ time braoe. 22d.— Caught 
twelve braoe at Maiden Newton, and Toller llenit, one which wei^ied 
one pound aevenoofoee, and several a pound.** 

The fltiiing-eeaaon in 1853 vAn aoapital one, n frr as my experience 
fstonded, much. bolter than the present eettson. Tlie spring mouth^ 
genereUy the besi te angling, were so dry and bright, that it was 
almost useless to attftbpl fly-fishing In the Axe. Ihiring tbe month of 
Jp}y there wm someAM ^ys for sport On the 10th of that month. 
1 eanaht' between Seaborough and Clapton eleven brace of very nice 
troutln two bpurs and adialf, during the whole of which time it ra')iie<l 
tremondonsly.— 


THK DEE 

Bists in Merionethahire, Noith Wa1e% in ^wo ei>riaga, which, 
uniting, form the lake of PtuntMEitz ; fsoitt tbiii^ it pasees 
the county of Denbigh, by UangoHen slid Witotem, to C-heetcr, aiid 
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then flows on to the Irisli Sea. The Bee ie jiietly celebrated fl>r the 
variety and befluty of its scenery and the ahuadanee of iu ftih. being 
well stored with salmon, trout, graylings lMk% peardi, kc. LLAxr.oLLB 9 i 
is remarkable as having: been for many years the resflionee of two 
maiden ladies of family, t4io left the world in early life, and sou^t 
retirement in this sequeeteted vale. This beautiful village la a good 
atation for either the artist or the aogler. The Auae meeta the Dee 
near the towns of Famden and Uolt; a laifld torrant^alaobiaataing from 
the weU of Si Winifred, banaatii the town of Holywell, t«nia a 
muttbar of mOla in ita aboH flpnHfr the J)m^ eatnaiy. nair the 
iniliaoC Baaingwoik Ahbdf Thaae tribnlaiiair ait all 

iieenanttroiiteiraaaiak > . 


THE DRIFFIELD, om HOIX, YORKSHIRE. 

This river has loog been fronona fbr the aba and eieellenee of ita 
trout (said to be the nn^ in En^andX and tb* Ashing is eneellani 
A club has been eatabllaliedehere for the prasomtlon of this aupa- 
' rior breed of Ash, but a member can always give a di^'s sport to 
a stranger. We introduce this river from its great trout oelebritv, and 
beoMise a book has been written espeeially on this and other Yomhire 
riven, to which we can satisfretorify refer the inquirer. It fe entitled 
Mackintoeh*s DrifUld A ngUr, published et (Muiorwgh, 1840, and sinoe. 


THE COQUET, NORTHUMBERLAND. 

The Coquet rises in Bbabiirghsliife^ but witliS the Umite of 
Northumberland, flowing eoutb-east below BotbbqrT* anA reaohiiig the 
sea at Warkworth, near which arc Ufe remains of the oalebnOid 
Hermitage. At Feltoh BttOOB, which the Comml peaaea, exoellent 
trout and salmon afe taken. Oliver, in hie **fteeoneetibns of Vyr- 
flahing in Northumberland” says» ** Sometimqa I^pitdi my tent in the 
neighbourhood of WxUK>x BMiKiE,foriheeakeofaoaet faiUieGo|qii* 
And Uoflatid, ** There are not many tnmt-streama in BimlanA jaofe 
likely to aflonl a week’s recreation to the flp'fisher Uuf the Oaonet ; 
nor would it bo an easy matter to point ouinAver, on the wnole, 
more interesting, and affording better sport The angler ma^ un- 
doubtedly, take larger trouta at Driffleld ; and, from streams iflora 
secluded, bring home a heavier ereel; butt fora week's fair Ashigg^ 
the Coquet, from LinnsbieU to Waibwoiih, in perbap^ aurpaiosd. by 
none. The natural scenery of its banha is beautiful, independant m 
the mienut excited by the ruins of Brinkbum Priory, and the £fer- 
milage of Warkworth; and ita watet% 'clear as diamond mribi,* 
presenl^in their coiunm every variety of emootli walqr,.rapidi^ and 
IKxds^ for Uio exerdips.oi the angler's^ikill/' 
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ikm!di8)« aS cS^ttawSw ^^ M ia 

di«iiiwU,«liidiiooa aftar MHudle^ and • ^ B^ «f 

Chriitohm^f th# CkmM Joint ii, tod Ibwi ikrot*^ lli||dtlea 


Bridge to Abingdon, and thenee to DoNAeator, trbefo Mdg joined 
bj do nmiu, which dcecenda from the eentgil pait of Bneki^ helpt 
tofbimiht nnriTallfd Tkama.* In all Hieae riTon there are a few 
good trout, and abundance of pike, pearcbi ed^, and common dab, 
and the nid la plentiftil where lAe (Benedi and the /m Join. 

TkifoUatrinff iuefiU kitiit cn the faking umiere qf Oxfofd and iU vUmUy 
hevee ftem oUi^ii^g communicated hg tm gemOanm of (he VniaenUg. 

Fkadng over Pemfamme, 6formg, and WaUingfird, all well known 

.a nr fiat mil I 


a mile of a pleaaant village called CnrroN HAiiRaK or Cufton • 
Fanar, where downwarda towarda Way^ Lock, and nj^arda towards 
ArpLRroRD, there la exceUent ftahing (eqMoiallv trolliiig), the river 
abounding here with large pike. (Hiftan Lodt Fool is noted for the 
aiae and quantity of ite pearoh and barbel. Seven miles further on it 
OxroBD, where the angler will find every acoommodation in the way of 
puntfs men and baits, at modetate chama. From Oxford to IrrLsr, 
and thenee to Ksknikotok Islakd, whioU is within a mile of it, there 


is capital fishing, and two good hoosea of entertainment, famous for 
fried and stowed eels. At SAVOronn Fbut is a oelebiated pool called 
Sandford^Lock IM, in wbidi ace many vsiv heavy pike, barbel, trout, 
do. A uiko was lulled apinning in tliia pool on the 18th of the present 
month (May, 18MX ivaigmng nteotean ponnda anda half. At and near 
Ncnkbam (the aeat of the iat^Arebbiuiopof Tock), the river abounds 
with fish, and afibrda eioellent fly*fishing for chnbL Ijfag is 14 miles. 
Kemiington 7demd S miles^ Semdmd 8 milea, and Nnnekam 61 miles 
from Oxford. • . 

Beyond Oxford, at Oonscow, called par excellenoe the trwu Oodetow, a 
beautiful walk nf about two milea across Port Meeuiew, there is c.'tpiial 
fiahiug, and aVthe the stream thereabouts, the besc trol- 

ling perhsM bathe fioiiiiiy of Oxford. In the pool, in front of the house, 
are iLiue heavy trout ; Moed, laige trout are occarionally found iu nil 
ilie)i»ot-jMiefr andwrifvMnin thk pwiof the Thames ; but th«re are no, 
so to say, trout dnameho the immiediata'viflinity of Oxfonl A little 
beyond Qodstow, 6 miles lirom Oxford, is MantAH Bamei, Sxlnkxh's 
Weir, and Baslock Mtrsi (toons iir its rsuoi firiiiogl, all pUeea 
afTording good sport as well as aocORimOdittctt to the aiigler. 

At Lxenunx, 7 miles from Oxfrrd, and 8 from the FArring«lon-road 
Station, la very, exaelleni fishing and n comtoaUe boose of aitertoiu 
SBMit, ctlle^tbe ** Fish/* at rodpofr Mdgo. This sfiot b well adapted 
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for a we«k or two’s quiet fiahiuft at well from its mill situation, at the 
number of welKsAored streams m its Heinitr. 

The prineipal tritmtaiy straama in the BMghbburhood of Oxfonl are 
the Ck€rmiU (whiah einptki itadf into the pmm abOsferdkllui 
3%aaM^ and^ 

banki^ rarmoiBoall . . . ^ . 

baasparisnoidfaelM 



Iteo ilaift to boaB* 
hundradakambM), bulin oeaasqi 
iieigl9)oittlMdd baumftiSb aa^ 
the aooiafy toon diid a natea) dsatb* 


tlmMirijiL,. 

MM wJiidioQvld ba^M^: 


CAMBRIDSESHllUS. 

Tna Cam ia the eblaf ritar in IhUeouniy, and baa two aowoaa; ibe 
one giviiur ita namo tprlnga near libtrelJL and tbo otbar, the daMAo 
Okanta, nring near Newport in SsaeL dowt tbroagb Lfinon (where 
the fishing belongs t^ the Myter and Vbllows of Fsmbtoke, and than 
are good trout), Aoounr jSnd (the seat of LoidBiaibiooks^ wbors there 
are also good trout), SuxLroRD (trout, pika^ pearoh), and, alter sseeiving 
sevenl small tributaiy streenua unites witb the Gun near Cam- 
bridge, above and below which there la etoellent trolling fig pike and 
pearch. The Cam, soon after it leaves Cambridge oinks into the lens 
at Ely; and near Hsbhinrre its junetion witb ttie Ouaa takes plaee, 
and thence passing through a dreary tract of marsh to Downbam, ia 
Norfolk, the oait of these riTors is at the fiourMiiBg town of Lynn : 
they all furnish exoellent pike and pearch, carp, and abundance of 
bream and common fiab, but, excepting in the preserves, very fbw 
trout. There are also some fine meres aim lakes neer toil river, fsmoua 
for their tench, cols, Ac. * 

At Cambkidob them bos of late yearn been eettolished a Society for 
the preservation of thefiaheriea on the fam, entitled toe Cam Amuuvo 
Society. The preserved waten commenoe at DiHsn Docli\ and ter- 
minate a mile eouth of Upmirt, Subscription One Mnia to imdudo 
trolling, //a(f a (Tumea without, commencing agttually oa the 1st of 
January. Free tickets ars granM to jontbs under Ifi ysaM of sgs^ tor 
summer fitoing, without tvolUng. Subnoribera have the privlMgo of 
beiug accompanied by two friends, and ai% allowed U UUMfiKiblao 
tickets. Application to be made to Jfenra MMcw A.tow; Trinity 
Street, Cambridge. % 

At Waterbrscii, 6 milos toom Csmbridos^ tbi river is flso*t»ro- 
served by a Society, and toere is eseoUent flsoing. The sobocription Im 
much the same as at Ounbfidge. 

At Orantchbstbr there, is an abuBdsfioo of pike and pearch. The 
fishing belongs to Mn, Pemberton, of Tmmidngtoii, and to Xia^M. 
CollegiB, . ■ . ‘ Y 

In moet parto of tbe CoR) firom Csmbridgo to Ely and Lnftr, th^ 
is excellent pike and peareb fishing** 
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PIKV-FIBHlKe IK NORFOLK. 

Xb^TabiSU. gifM thB iblUiwIiig aoeomift:—* Among the wtmom 
loeelitiei hi Boglanid leraeiheble for the qniXlj te well ee the ^nentity 
oTthdr pike, Hobma Mbbi end Hsiobak Soum two leige pieoee of 
fitter in the coanW of Norfolk, t few milee north of Tormonth. have 
been long eolebiitod. Omden, in hie ^Britonnit.* ftnt printed in 
1»0. ULfM, * Horeee pike^ none like.* I here been favoured by e gen- 
tlomtn of acknowledged celebrity in field aporte. with the retume of 
four daye* plke-fiAing with trimmera. or /ippan. aa they are pro- 
vineially called. In Merab, 1884, in the waters joat named, via. on the 
11th at Heigham Seunda, fiO pike, the weight aMogether 880 Iba. 
On the 18th at Honea Here, 80 pike, 870 Iba. Ob the 18th, again 
at HoraeaXere, 40 pike^ 818 Iba. On the 10th, at Helf^am Sounds, 
88 pike^ 263 Iba. : tog^er, Ibor days* qport* producing 266 pike, 
waigbittg altogelhar 1186 Iba Thaaa merea^ or broada as they are 
Bfelled in Nor^lk, are of great extent. Hoiaea Xere and Hei^m 
Sonnda, with the waters oonnectad, are ealeniatod to include a atmaoo 
of 600 acret.’* 


MISCELLANEOUS FISHIKO WATERS. 

SBicrHSROa Bosb, BaTswaTgit There ueed to be two amall aitbteriu- 
tion waters (elay ponds) hare, tii, the Willow Vale Fishery, or Victom 
Fishery, and tha Star Fiaherr, tdanbly atocked with peareh, tench, 
toaeb, and carp ; but one of them haa long ainee been filled up, and 
the other enclosctl We cite them here to save diaappoihtraent, as 
they are mentioned aa still esiatang in a recent Ouide to Anglers. 

KiaosBVaT FcitpiBBT, at the Wmui Haip, Brenthikige, on the Edge- 
ware Road, ia 6 milee from Hyde fhrk, end aitiiated an a rural part of 
the eouDt^. Them la very good fiaUng for pika^ peareh, and roach 
(which run very large), both in the aea erv o i ra and the contributory 
sircama of the Nrant. The yearly •ubecfiption Is one gninea, but 
day-lickcto are granM at 2a 64. for jiMdi*fiihin|& and la without 
Subicriberi atlow^lo «iae two rodi^ana no more. Fuats and boats 

C ided at 2s. 64. per day. The ae aa o B eommencea on the Ut of 
, j and ends on the last day of Febma^ for peareh ; no live or 
* dead bait is gllow^ before the lat day of June. jrack-fUbing rom- 
niences ot, the lat of done, and ende the last day of February. These 
wera'tha rulee in 1886, biit we undaralead the propritior mcaos in 
fiitiiralB parmit uuBiiaitad fiahiiig sH the year round 
The laBB ffr WmBUBOii FaiX, 7 mum firotn London, contains a 
mat qiuanM^ of iMamif pfiki^ (aqtae of which are rery 

migay) peudk, roam, imi Acb IkfuMm mual he obtahu^i 
from Attbar Beaumont, Eb|., of tha Coem Fire Ofilce, and West- 
Mil, WlmbMon Pkrh. ^ 

Cnarluii annoir. The Xeoeil^d ueed tooootato pientv id* jack. 
In 1682, Xarth let, Xr. Heealtte. baitiag with hre dace, islied three. 
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weightDg together SI pounda ; and in I>eoeniber» IBIS, be atocked the 
p>nd with 45 5«ck» netted out of the Tbunea^ ao that peasiblj good 
nail are atiU thers ; but wo know that iliey aA aeldom caughk The 
fiabiug ia free. There are time other pondaon theComeion. "Hie one 
near the churchf from whf^h during two or three hot daya lu July very 
heavy carp may be taken wltii the red vmm ; and tWo aro thgac who, 
fiahing betimce in .the in<iniin& have taken 10 to 15 pounda* weight of 
Bah. The third pond ia at we book the Windmill public houae, 
whore heavy roach, peareh, and gudgeon are often taken. The fourtli 
pond, the only other one worth mentioning, ia on the right of Che 
Common (from London), partially covered with witlow# ond other treea. 
Thla ia called, par txeefUwr, the poarch |>oud." 

Ou WANDawoRTB Common, at the bock of Mr^ WUaon'a, there ia a 
pond, with three or four iaianda in the eontre, which we hoUeve haa 
been liberally atoeked by that gentleman, aud who appears rather 
pleased than otherwiao to aee the angler eiijoying bia aport there. 

RuiBLir Rasavoin, (belongiug to the Grand Junction Canal) mid- 
way between the Uxbridge and wo Pinner atationet ie well atored with 
tub. The aubacriptiou SOt. for a year, or 42a for a tranaferahlo ticket 
Live bait, kc., provided. This water ia (or iiac«l to be) itrictly preaerved 
by F. Deane, £eq., Eacoit Haft. Unfortunately It hi drawn olT cnee 
a year, and the ftah have to aavo UiemMlvea in a deep hole of about ^ 
tW4» acrea in extent 

In Richmonp Park the ** Penn Fonda** arowoU atored ^itli pike, 
]>earch, cai j). and other fiah, hnt it ia now rather dilBoult to obtmii iwrruia- 
aioii to angle there. Application iniiat he made to Colonel Uddle 
(Deputy Ruigor), Gionoeator Lodge, Richmond Piark. 

At Slough there ia a MtLL>PoKO, aeen to tlie right of the raila-ay-line 
g<)ing from London, where there ta very good pearch and pike fiahing. 
Day -tickets are charged 2#. 6d. 

the Serpentine, in Hyde Farl^ contaiua largo cart), tench, pearoli, 
roach, oela, und bream, but they arc difficult to catBof and the aport 
aoldom repaya the patience beatowed. Permiasio^ to fi«h ia in genoiWl 
rcadjly granted by the Ranger. 

The ORy.\MENTAL Watir ill the Regcnt^i Pork ia non* o|)en to the 
piibli*\ where quAiititiea of email peareb, gudgeon. At*., are taken by 
j'lrenile anglera ; also carp, oecaaionailv fine. PModeaion to flab in the 
encloae^i part must be obtained from the Ranger, but much of the 
w.itcr ia public. 

The UAMPSTRAft Ponds are well known tog^tiio LOnd^ angler, and 
Ci>ntaia aorue good pearch, not easily caught Th4ke Ja wo acatriclion 
to the fiahing. % 

Dagenham RnEACit, a large pool of water in Iho Earn Starsbdti, 0 
inilea from near thoThainea (oj[>m^te. tKe,Ba]fjnqr Houae to 

Grarcsemi). ia n favourite resort of Lo^on aii|[^en^ and ebataina an 
abundance of rudd, bveani* lam pearch, JaolL roihli, eaip, teneh^ and 
cela. This water ia.o|leu td cubeoribera at l£ la. for ihaitaSon, da/» 
tieketa at 2f. It la an exosHeAt placb to itAMia the young';iRjj|i>r, as 
the flah biu freely. Rut when caught they are hOt yrorth M 

the watsfs are 4'eiy .impute^ somettmei oAnslv^. ' ' : . * y' . 



482^ , . yoTBs ox xxiHixa wasbhs. 

TIh^ Soiinnr (Uvax» irbidi jolBi ''iIia itmiiMii/af ttiie Cbotdon 
CahaIi iMtf Kty-Croii/l)ipti(l(X^ - 9 ^^ ( 1 ^ bremii, 

•Qd PxovV 

f<Mniierlj:io b%oiufl^i hen In edhiidenble mimhne. 'v;^TIie writer n- 
meniben tokiiig iiioiifc thir^-ir# jntf ig|) wpiwairds of 200 iiiiell 
peoroh, ond 7 iad^ of fnm 2 to 8 poando weight eaeb, . hi one day, 
trolling with live ninnowe ; end be k told that the pike and peorch 
run fine hero at the present day, although not so mmeceue. 

The PAOOiirOTo.v Cavaij, which Joins the Gbawd JuKonov Cabal 
near Norwood, and the Regent’s Canal (which flows through Regent’s 
Park to tho basin between Stepney and Limehouse), contain pike, 
pearch, roach, ehnb, bream, eels, ko,, and eftofd moderate sport when 
they have not been too much netted ; they are both free, excepting 
whore tho liauks are enclosed or occupied by residenta 

At Qatton, Lord Monson’s, near Reioatb, in Snirey (tho once famed 
rotten borough), thcih is a largo lake, which is reported to be abun- 
dantly stored. There is also a pond just above it (from which it is 
supplied) full of peorch. 

At KoiiAir, Surrey, is a line piece of water, called the Fleet, where 
there excellent fishing, oepecially for pearcb. 

At (.)sfEitLY Park, near IkUiug, tho sc^ of tord Jersey, there is a 
largo sheet of water, where pcarch, pike, and other fish abound. A 
story is current there (certifi^ by a painting), of a pike, which proved 
to bo upwards of 40 pounds in weight, having gorged the neck and 
head of n Iwan, which ended in the death of liolh. 

At UousTONE, in Surrey, near the mill, is a subscriptiou water, 
where there very good pike and pcarch fishing. Day-tickets may 
be hnd. 

In Kent, on Chisklhubst Combon. 12 miles fi-om I.()ndou, it is Paid 
thero .are some ponds stored with carp, pearch, and tench, and that the 
large pond near tho King^s Head Inn is the best. The fishing is free. 
And a mile to llto cast of SH00TXH*.s Hitft, near Wickham Church, is 
a l.iriic ptiijd on a coininen by tho road side, containing pcarch. rarp. 
tench, and large eels. It is thickly grown over with weeds, excoj'tiilg 
in H few placc^c ^opriotor, Mr. Dixon, a fanner, fiom whom pirmi^ 
Sion be obtained. 

At Stasbore, Middlesex, lo miles from London, thci'o are two or 
three ponds on the romifion, cofitiuning peareh, tench, Ac. ; ainl nl f it 
a mile further, towanls Rtanborb Priory, is a large p:r,e of w.iter, 
cdled the Aesy JPoeeff wlych eoucatns pike, pearch, Ac. 

The Fn^.NCRAil Fonh^ near Ikutineetokv, between Farnhain and 
Fiumt^rouglii on the 8 attth*Wcateru Hue, ailtird capital 8|*ori f»>r viko 
anti |M«mh, but they sehiom mn large. Willi imnnows. v\hKh vo»: 
t.k. with yoOtMid n Miff brMM, foa dim witcK mw (k1» tl.iti vo i 
wn wy, Tho IwdkHnl <miIs tH» water, Md citusea w*« dim:-; a 
BMteliKkMilt iWbin. 

TIm ftM mten at Busanv. oiwtoin omut *«*. pikr, and ptrmi«- 
Slott to tr»R may wtmetimes be obtajiied IWnn Ute noble oth uor. is nio 
jCTi. ainM a aiater nf lh« Oak* nf MartbwMwb ca.rkt a piio iu the 
lUttihnm ««U( w«i|^hi| M 
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At TABBBim^4^ niletftQiii ltydl«>li^ of Wigiit, ^b0C9hHtfjpit4 
4ahiqB»«ne<Mtrl(vibiiB wd oorfL Bmi kUtr vw flw Vmmmti 
to angle fa te^kMii gmtail ]|it. Om* fatowfa^ YaiMd^ 

Hm iTBOriMt ooifalw The Rnm ead Labbi 

of Cqjibbbiaw WwjfWniJiifiH NoBnromBBXdini^ Dobbait, Lak- 
CiUiiEB and otlMT IfaiglA Couittea not findoxM in the preceding 
aecottnt, and the Rtvsea of Walbi» Soobubo^ and Ibblabd. will be 
found well deeciibed in Mr. JewiTa oditioit of pp. B86«-448, 

or in aome of the Yolotnei qpeoially mentioned at page 450. 


*** A np cwxctkm of the prteediap pa^;e$, or eommunicutioM reepteijnp 
fishing Will be thont^uify fteeired Iht Pubiieher af 4 >vti* 

Street, Oovent Garden, 


tit 
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Action, tU oonne^fion tulih man'ii LAnt-fiyi 


Adoniii, riT 0 r,' 68 . 
iRlian^ 0.» account of, 75. 
Air, aologiutn oo, 49. 


275, 277; directions 


xjf for makings 424, 426 ; black ditto, 
^ 426 ; largo red, 426. 

Autony and CleojAtia, amuse thcm- 
seWcs'wiih angling, 81. 


AllMtttis Maguiu^ 109, 240 ; account Ubts-eggs, a bait for Roach, 280. 


of, 109. 

Alebctnieis the i»ra<jtioes of, 860-1 

Aldi-OTiimIuH, U., 140, 173, 174, 230, 
244 ; account of and portraHi 140. 

'lAistoneficld, 874. 

Ainbrnne, Bt.. his admiration of the 
Ornyliiig, 174. 

Aincrley trout, Bui<erlority 108, 
206. 

Amos, Illustration from 05, 80. 

AinweU'hiU, 46, 88, 405 ; view of, 

88 . 

Augcl, a coin ; value of, 317. 

Angte^^ character Af and exception 
in Tomaso Anietlo, 116 ; eminent 
modem, 269; ditto ancient, SO; 
qnalitimoi; 04 ; UifiAnglei^aWiah, 
80, 169 ; ditto long, 127, 202, 
260 ; thetr peculiar enJojpMnt of 
natnre^ 7 , 1 ^* 

Angling, earlleat fingVieli work on, 6; 
dc8}Qce.of, 49: pmUe of, 64-6; 
antiquity of, 69; altoirctf to eeck- 
siast!^ 81 ; remarks on, 82, 88 ; 
with^an artificial fly, (See under 
Flies); with a natural fly. 153, 384 ; 
at the bottom, 382, 437 ; in thu 
middle 882 , 144 ; with cudiur m, 
440, 411 ; irttAamIttnow4l85;w^ 
a niudog-liuQ, 134, 487 s with a 
iMiferbmt, 196 ; with a SoutiL 
by hand, 437. 


Apostles, four of them fishcrmeli, 
79 ; comperigon of their language, 

DA * 


April, artificial fliea for, 145, 148, 
410. 

Aristotle^ 68, 78, 78, 209. 

Arm, explanation of the term, 14S. 

ArtiiBt, definition of, 387. 

Arun, river, 206. 

Ashbourne ale, 375, 470. 

Ash-fly, Oak-fly, Woo<lcock;fly, Can- 
non-ily, and l)ownhm-fly,’thc same, 
163; how produced, and where 
found; 153-4. 

Ashfbrd, in Derhysbire, 370, 473. 

Anh-grub, 440. 

Aihmole, B., his collection of Natural 
Hiatory, 70 ; portrait and a.>'*>unt 
of, 71. 

Asimftrtida, grateful to the senee.^ of 

fiih, 184. 184. 

Avon, the rivers, 86 ; account of, 46 1, 

' 478. 

AngniA, artificial flipf for, 116, -1*20. 

Augnstin, St., lifh of, reftrrtvi t«H 

818. 

Ankham, in Unooliiahire, fiimous fifr 
eele, 246. 

AUiioiikM» J>. U.* 78, 25$; aeceonl 

0 ^ 78 ^( 

AAlier, the nm, 870, 

Awbefuen, town «l, 370. 
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Am^ Oa 

«Mnt^-l(M^ 111, IttliVUI,' 

ISl, 1<4 188, »4i 888i 

portnii^ 169. 

Bait, genoil, 2S2; otli^ naml 
IjQita, 284 ; Witttelr«liAit ^ Eopeli, 
ftc., 277 ; lM»t% me(M of 
covering what Aili toko, 282, 40$ ; 
scouted, 134, 184. ArtiadaL 882. 
TAnd see the titles Chdis, Flies, 
PnigK, QooUes^ GnuMlK^por, 
Graven, Ground-bait, Gral^ L^h, 
Minnow, OiK Fasten, Shrimps, 
Stickkdiaek, Wheats Wonas, sod 
eacli kind of Onh hf narae.1 

Baki r, Sir R., redinncc to^ 20$. 

Ihkoweti, toan ot 870, 473. 


ihiaily : Isaga^ sad 2 

, vitlmMnm, 

Biid% nriotts pioporUes of, 80; 
eneniss to ash, 08 ; migntion of, 
108; miowbnediof, 112. 

Biahop-Fiiih, sttaafs aceount o( Oom 
Eonddetiun, Ae., 74. 

Black and hlusDun-aios^ diiiertiutts for 
making^ 426. 

Fly, ditto, 148, 414, 421. 

I Qnat-ay. dittos 410, 421. 

•«— llaekle^dy, ditto, 428>0. 

Blkak, partiinilam of ihsb 
graving of, 258-0. 

Bleak Hall, 403 ; enisraTing of, 116. 

Blue Dun-ily, directi»iui for luakin,;, 


BaK^iia, same aa the AVRalc, Oik | 407, 409, 427. 

Rakbkl, 249 ; how to ash for, 252 ; ’ Boant1iro|iy,NebuchadtiezsarituuiHhod 
<pawn of, poiaonoiH, 2.'»0 ; a<.wli | with, 106. 
dnti^ierous, 250; an angler Bohhing fir eels, 212. 
caught by a barivl, 253 ; a%er- . BoUK^t of hay, 199. 
a^e size of, 249 : luiantn of, 250 : 1 Boyle, Hun. Uuli . hin * nitiritualised 
nuUlib* iwtiooce uf a ImrUl- angling,* ridicnhd by SaiB, 13. 
aii.:lcr, 254, ii. ; ivirty of barbil- |iliAil**fordorBrckfunl, notice of, 388, 
ll^hel^, rviiuirkaifly fuccesbful, I 473. 
ihhl,\ 4 ri,,i.t\liig of the, 251 : | Btailnfaird well, engraving of, 887. 


iua’diu «)f till , 272. Brandling, 131, 232. 

Ikirker, Mr. Tlmmas an obh angler. llaKAN, nlie«cn*«Aiuns on the, 319; 
and a ^iibT on angling, 11 ; qno- engraving of, 220; b’utn for, 321- 
tjtions Irom, 1 10, 2>2 ; nol,ibIe ’ ^2-3 ; hasnta of. ^2.'»-6 ; neaMias 
ht irj cf liH tinlang in night, of the, 225 ; rondderwl good 
1 16 • s|«^'iiucii of his pw^try, 199. eating Ibmierly, 22,0'221. 

Jl u ii.icb, 1 , 7 1 . Briaii, prol^Uy the name I'f \V altoa^s 

i> otholtfiii* »'% St., tide, 22J. • <log, 469. 

Ikitsn t ruiirabiv. 108. Bright Bromnay, dirocUona for 

lU^iii, III* .iiilug of thi word, 308. i loaking^ 409. 

Iknl. . Y.iitrable, hi4 notice of tho‘— JDha dkto, 405. 

Mind of Kly, and a-vountof, 237. t Browa, dirk, 6y, 119'. laMS fetid 
Ikef, )ioadeie«t, 120. , ll^t| 428. \ 

O.ir. k.itbd, origin of, 8J Btoibonra on Uie Lea, 463 ; view of, 

no,£j:ir, Miitd, of Bethnal Green, stoiy ' 173* 

if. 317. ^Ihu-wuv, 289; aeSMiat of and 

hntourona tiory of, 163. eqgiavliijk 291^ 293^ 

H.'!!, 362, 378 , vmw of, i BiOBnra, llto, ooUais,^n9L 463. 
fclboi cbaniboTv 368 ; en- BoupniovT, whtro fuunilL Iwl, 169. 
gra\ uig of, 368. Bmfsig sitfliSI toponnied ftr, 68. 

IkruerH, lt.»mc Jallaua; of a n«bl/ Batlcr,Cliarle%iaihookof**fietoi’*58. 
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BtttUT, Dr. W., remark aiui aoconiit . 102 ; how to fi4i fur and drem 

of, 158. . I the, 99, 100 ;‘UauDU of, 104. 

Djrron, Lord, linee on WaftoB, 198. , Churdb Oakebism, the author of, 
* I dUputwl, 83. 

Cai>ia, ecrcial kiiidi cf, eamiierated, ' Cbreutlof Lord, hie oilman on tbo 
281-5, ef jr//. ; a good hait, 28*1 ; ‘ queetloD, Whether the happinoMA iif 
oock apur cadii, a eboiee l«it for luaa cooMiita iiifjire in ^mU‘lllpUti<>n 
fl(«i fiflh, Mt,; engraving of, 285, or af*tioii, tf(». 

418; how to hail with a yellow Coble or Cookie- tioat, 170. 
cadifi for Trout, 288 ; where found, Cneh-j^bonddhu, 410. 

280; how to take, 287 ; may be Cockchafer, gmb of the, 4il. 
heed with a worm or 8y, 441-2. Cocke knot/u to bring up ohickenii, 
Cnlve, to, definition of, «899. 78. 

Catnbriiigeehize, riveni of, 479. Colne, river, account of, 4»;7. 

CaindvD, W., tefereneee to, 91, C<m(MenceihOod,iitcitoinentHt.», 319. 
226, 238, 240, 247, 3ol ; portrait : Cuii.s«denr>.‘, happinees of a 3i:>. 
ofi 88. j O««ntem]ilutioii, 80, 

('andoeke, 301. Content, verses in praiA*? of, 314 ; 

Cannon-fly. ik4i Oakdiy. iocih'inenta K 818. 

C'art|.iiiiM, H., extract fwiin, and .ac* Coopee-hniuk, confliicnre ff, witli the 
«*»unt of, 197. Don, 480. 

•if/AKr, (disemiUotiK on, 2u7 ; how to Coriat«-, T1 m»., acconut of, 87‘J*3, 
fish for, 215, 218, 217: exedUt a>tton. ClrnrK R*.;., life i-f. 841; 
bait for, 4!17 ; gruuiuMviit, 228; letter of, O.M ; vewnby, .SaS ; hi- 

wh«in and by whom first bMu^rht • fi.sh»ng-h*>uwMlc#eriUJ. 879 : vi* w 

int«i Kiivland, 207 ; their fi^rtiUty. * *>f, 377. 

208; lar.;e Mixe, 209; bmjjvrity, | iVuntry litV, wng in j min' of. I j:- ; 
212; d'lcility, 17u ; oKsHTvathmi' | ncer.cry, lieantifui lU script of. 
on the iirw-dln? of, 2'»8, :!18, 303 ; 201. 

how toiUvee, 217, 218 ; engninng ! Covvioin m^is tmli.iipj!.^ 47. 
of the, 207, C14.H j tVjw «rs'l‘. iidlk. u:»-.*d in o -n .Mini i t ion. 

CtiMinlton, Dr. M., rpfereiio»* 70, ■ CS.'V. 

l»J»* ; aer<iai|t of, 70.f ^ ' i.’t.v.h y, (|Q.*>taU«n fr<»in. 917. 1'l 

Caeting the line, diivctions for, 8^7. t'rswuuR, wfr'irin’v to, 

Oatoh, the angler's song « not a, (’ray ilv.r, hf,;rinm 47«' 

285. ^ i Cnimuf, a unijill IV -nd 2‘.' ; 

Caterpillar, account of, 1.3S ; !». ». i Cnek*- thr ihins f tl . 

hre<l, 138, 139. j har-K-r, l*.*7. 

r-.msrin, N., refcrpnrpvS i\ 313. I Cutile lwh, iws't pin 'f tiir. 7t. 
Chitlkhill, vcracschy. IJ.’, 2^2. M’ynonthrrpy. 

ChameleoA, that it livc>j r^i the air a j ' 
vnltf^ rrr>r, 1**0. . fMcn, vr; : h. v i . 

C-hautaly, tarn.' carp ah 212. ludi ft.r, 27«. ; Umu . f. Jv*. . 

Ciun, a Wal fi*h, 2 17 ; with a enat or •j'-i. 

..f, 2,V 

Cnaricw llw Fir.it, antC'toic r«!e|^4- ■. Danr^ tl.o, sail rif^r 1/ . 4 , i; 

. ... iDaping, .'f S^vDMvji:. . 

Chnigfcnl, view at, 154, 228, 482. f DnviJ, hiagratitwh' t si 
t?»cis o^.,.rvall^s on the, 89 ; i Ihiriaoa, R, hnir,erj>a.< jen^; hv. 
cngranngoi; p? ; dihhing ^r, 181, T Jusvuat of, M4. 
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Davor^ J , pai^nitioiig by, 86. | I^ie«s mmsiiwUs, account of, 8U ; 

Ibrci-inUT, aitiDcial Am# for, 438. | vngn^Tuis of tho larva of dittOy 

lXTb}8hiro, rivers of, 367, 471. I 211. * 

Ucrliain. Dr., bis a<woiuit of ibt pio- j 
ductioii of the Dak -fly, 165. I Ravik, evXoffj on, 51. 

IX-rwcnt, the river, 869, 370, Karth-wonus, bow bred, 131. 

47U, 472. i KoeloaiasUea, hunting forbidden U\ 

l)ihbin' 4 , angling with a live Ay, or ^ 81 ; where, 82. 

with another insect as a Ay, 132, BltJ, oleervations on, and how to 
2^1 ; how to put the Green- : Ash for, 236 ; haunts of the eel, 

«lr:ike*Ay on the hook, 418 ; when | 244 ; bow to <ln»es, 243 ; an ovi« 

ti> dill with the 8t^-Ay, 423 ; ! 2NiMn.*t Aah, 245 : young ducks 

f'aiulet-Ay, 433. ^ devonied by cole, 241; eugmviiiM 

Diodorus 6ii.*alaa, reforeneee to^ 364. ' oC 98^ 348 ; tmed over land. 

Dorks, liviott* London Bridge^ the ! S40 ; geiietaiion of, 244, 345. 

falling at, 4.Vi. ; Bliaab^, Queen, berwlshb May, 119. 

Doiiiio, Dr. J., hi<< portrait, v. ; BpbctiMron, aeetmut of, from Swam- 
praiM' of Waltotis life of, 3 ; refer- . inerdauj, 139. 
ru.-c to. 314 ; copy of a neal given Bpigrani. by John Owen, 61. 
hr him to Walton,* 36 ; vegfies by, ‘ Kr.uunuiq^^ereuoe Us 138. 

234: hii>gra|ihical sketch of, 13. 

river, account <*f, :i67 ; views ; Fcathera, the eovieral kinds of, nae^tt^ 
iic.iror on the Dovts 358, 305, 300, < Ay-makin^ 149 ; a yellow dyo fir, ‘ 
.' 577 , it'i:!, 592. 402, 413, 420, 43«, 418. ^ 

132, 430, 443, 447 : derivation uf Folwiinry, artlAcial Aies for, 406. 
tiu iia!i 2 c, 30S ; further .aeomot of, Fence •niontlus 91. 

472 . Fern -Ay, 426, 

I>«vc, the. .v typiral uf the Holy Fish, have the sense of hearing, 169 ; 

Spirit. 52 ; engraving of, 77. ' do not generate like other animaljs 

Di.\.d*iie. fl'Hvription of, 368, 192, 236; thoir docility, 170; 

DoMuhill-dy. Svct)ak-t1y. ^ sometimes dpg nut of the eaiiii, 

])r.iyt<4i, M., Ilia description of the - 340; do nol^nd their footl, 319; 

s',iinion-lc.v|s 180 ; j^uinct on the luonKtiruus 59, 300 ; aingnhir Ash 

Kiiglidi riviia, 293; sccouDtof,hc., desmbctf by Dt^WImrtou, 399 ; 

1 V). kmiher-nKmthed, dcAnitiun of, 103 ; 

I>;i Ibirtaii. G. dc .S. Sieiir, 8c<'-runt ; gold and eilvvir, 294; saltecl, for 

f, 73 : rffcit'Aix^ to, 7-1, 70, 77, k kai(% fbcommeiMUd Wallan, 

1 n. 136 ; dMi^lproTed jbtjr r<6ton, 441 ; 

l>ui<hittj£. ii):»tcriAls for, 149 ; bow to days, law oioemungt 93 ; iitMCi'iN 

P'lt 389: h»w u discover tho> desinctin; tCL| 2IC^ 211, 212 ; 
true C’d'ur t.f, : number df kinds of,«79. 

lhi!^raviu.«, . 1 . s., rt f^rY'hCTfi to, 193, 1 Fishermen (ignoiaat) talw a ma- 
AccvMiut •>f, 193; ])or- mnniter to fhnreh, 74, ' 

trriii i4, .3( 0. Fishermen on the beaoh, engraving, 

]>»^ kH. young, dwonrcil by pike, 192; 248. 

Iv tt«K 341; de.4tru'Hivc to Ash, Fish-hooks, mcnthinof. in tho Serin- 
3^4. tutta, 65, 80. 

Dun Ate.4. directions for making, l45f Fleh-pends, dltnettonsfor making; 302. 

4*>5, 4i>J, 4Ds 41), 437. Flahing-attheiom A^d^lng with 

Don cut dy, 414. .>«atitrs4 or asttAcial fl^, and see 
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Orwriio^r. Fifihmg'iiMh«-ba> 
tofOy M» Ani^og with a rnAni^> 
liiiei iifHl wftb A float. FMhing-m- 
ihe*mbl<lt«, 114, 444; futd 
AngliiiK with *lMficr4iAi(: MigliA;^ 
vitli A float may Klvfift aImj !•« this 
tinuifb, sceonliny U» tbo iliretiiciii 
fr»r taking «arh hiwciod «if flftJi. 
Fif(iiirig-b'>n0^At ib«n»!>for«t ffail, rievr 
of, ;j 77, 8fl.1 ; vf, 37F; 

motto oh, 3.^0. 

Fbhing'Ucbb', and A|*|>nidix, 

p. 3iil. 

Vifbiiig-watoni, 440, «7 

Fleth fli.:s. *J76, 431. 

FIvtfiber, 1*., vi»rn^H by, and acooant 
of, m. 

FUKa AnriffCUL ami NaTrAAL 
Ant-fly, 277, 424. Don. 145. 

42fl. Dan, biflb, 402, <a< 

•' black, 42fl. ItrAving of, lOO. 

largo retl, 420. grciitblttc, 4^7. 

iWtm fly, 424. Uttk Wno, 427. 
FUck fly, 145.415.: lhi% bloc. 420. 

423, ' : • bint, or rioltt, 

firowB, bright, 402. • 4 ) >(•. 

410. l-tp^at, 4i‘7. 

.aArk,4^»7. -mtU, 414. 

•‘Urnc light, - whirling, MiO, 
43^. ; 411. 

‘ Urfhb 41 4. jjnfMt whirlinjr, 

lirib*, 411. 10l«. 

-bttla «Urk, 410. '-little wbirVut^, 
MariKllO. • ! 411: * 

rc»b 4*'5-h, ch- “Whitt, 
gratrng of. 405. wbitiab, 4»»2. 
Mfn/iilbngbt, 41rA -y*Wo«i 14«». 41 
tVlivfly, 2^5’ -^rmt ; /!*7, <»• 

4 lo. , 4 U 7 . 

(\m^»hr^9tu 427 ,^/>il'ftU’ ; w- 
atnht .rw/. m* gr.t4itt«of. 40*.. 
VAl«T)4lba'fl.t,270. ItnnruS 411. 
C«?b*y -'fonddbu, Pen»*flf, 4*jFi. 

410, Flt«h.fly,27«,434. 

Ctw*tiong fiv. 41,'>.. lililc, 424. 

(W lady. 415. (Inal, 14A«k, 410. , 
Drake, dark, 101 ‘bright dmi, 405. 
-gm'ii. 3>l. 4l3-:-hrwm, 434. 

5 : N423. j-liiatfl4ack,l2l, i 

.grty, 419. MvhtU^, 414. 


. Fliba— €< ow/iaMc«/. 

\ Oraitam or gretii Palmer, Aliite, 
; tail, 413, eh* 147, 4^*7, 426. 

graving of, 412. -brown, 2S3. 

' IDukle onPalmer. ■ plain, 406. 
i See Palmer. tcMcr, 406. 
j Harry • long • legii, 4»*7. 414. 
437, engraTiog aao<tbergrrat,407. 
of, 427. -g**lii twilit, 15;{, 

. Havrthoiii fly, 1 63. 407. 

IfuflaiMl’a &nry, -with a |run>li' 
i 410. , lHi<Iy, 424. 

I Horiafl€*b-ny,4]2. guU twi»i uith a 

Horiw ‘ le4(.‘ii • fly, pQri>leUK]r,424. 

1 63. Palmer- a i*rin. 1 4S. 

! II.»0j»i**fly, 276, re.»tt<k fly, 414, 
;«ay.fly, 14M52 431. 

3; ciigraring of,,KH<|tly>r{y, 
i 153. ;s5a.l-y(dh.iiflv,l4.^. 

; ' iiUldJttnavii 415. :Saiit oiMriOit Hr, 

■ Milkr, white, n 14*' ; rogmvii*? 

owl -fly, 433. 14??, 

Moorish, 145, .Spinr.^T, ^'rtai 

*«ak*fly. l.'»3-3'4> 434 .^*e>um^iii|! 

.% 4H>. *.f. 431. ' 

Orauk-e-rty. 42.’.. SWil rlv. I i,\ 43*^ 

Ovfl-flr, or whiie.J?t m- Hr. i •''I. 

mill.'i% 43 ^ 1 , «*. 4 i;i, 4 l.\ {\*\ 

^ vririntf <.f, I 2 :i, tli*. 4 ji -3 •». 
PalfU^’r, '.'r i Ta-^ny ‘ir. U.';. 

biw-k,^ 1 47, 3'';*'. Tk -n.-iP.' f’l. 4 <j?. 
4i*7, *435; ♦'c Twfkr'y-i?;. 4 i 4. 
AlKtving ef, 4o'’, Hv, Hi. 

tmI, 117, 3>\ WhV. 

4 i'T, *’ ■ . i 4 .'* 4 .' •. 

aro'fldai, b^w t*. ■•■.■■livi > 
%h’*vc' liift ; nilc-j* t-ri t ? u ■ 
ticulArHh^ for t'a*h 

l-v tiulvwf'i. A\Yi v\ si.. . . A , 

f/te BrAibia'j> «if Kt->’ !> rfV^ '‘•.-.Vr 
Ki'atwtf 

ling rf;atlKi>f aii i 
rnmurdrafctb l Jk u to .'»0iK* 

wit-b, hue vAr> oiMi tlnr 

4va)|deAinTi i i' ihi* fl-i v. ^tA lU r, 

14»», 153. 407 ; tvuoral, to 
angiovitb, 3 j<4, 

Fkiat-aiiqitltngv hr, 'im. 

Tariaaa <lireetioh**> coiKer»ir>k\ 

2hr, asi. 



IVOEX. 


4$0 


Filin'), II., hiM* vi>r»c# in pruae of 'Qi|Mri<«, buflMMnow Hoiy "eOMraing 
Wftlt«n. JtV. ; a inrty 1<I1 ; ak«(^ of, 161. 

KK'Unilcr, lu tirv uf anti halt fi r thi*. * Onat to loaka^ 424, 

laktn in fntnh water. 247 : . Ou]il>dili, bronitlit fAin Ohioa, 294. 
uuNiiaMv. I'AUKbi in th^TbaiiiM, ! Oranam or gi«eo-UU, 412. 

the takwni t)Km>f puablieJ, ' UimMJigpiwr, 101, 168, 221; oow anA^ 
i’4. I taineii vitbotti a taoutb, 107. 

FIv-ti»hiiif, tlirecUoDs for, 146, 154, ; Urave), laailfsartnt, See liAi S|urUiir. 

:)>2. tt ; Uraraa, how to o« used as gi\>Qud* 

F!y-i»akitt^*. inaterials for, T49, and) tnii, 252. 

S'c Klivfi. j tiNAVMM. ur rmber, olnerTitiona on 

I-' •r4li4ii;ir<Tr'Ut, a aingnhir tipvdiits ^ snti how to 6»it for, 175, 5^2; 

Ui7-^. ' eagtaviiif of; 174, iiOii ; sojumi of 

Kri‘ii)t. calUda Flaf4i. 4r»4. j ih«^ SU!) ; how to drciis 465 ; dif* 

Friiir tisih, Mnuiec atory of. fkoitti fvivnoo boiviOB tho UnUr au«l 
It wiileletiiis 74. ! Omyllng, 173. 

KnvN .U‘i8'h'ri«Hy lotvtaiiied, lOi^ ; ' Ori'oudrako-6y,aocottniof,415'6>7>6. 
].‘ui<i Mail «.'iur, llH : thi-ir enmitjr Uroy*drako, 419. 
t'l and tMrjs 196, 194; how Groal^ value of half, 295. 
t.> i^iit with, li»\ : ngt re* , H., and areount of, 800. 

r. iiv us l.'t ; lairtitig of. 197 Oroiuid- bait for lin>aiu, ha, 223 ; 
nOiiii.: for, angling hyhaad with, for, 8!i3, 488r 

Ftatintari, a-N -.xiitl * I the, 55. (Jml n, how to had and ^re^rvij, 277, 

Fur4. thr him ml of, uttnl f ir 440 ; how to anglo wm, 440. 
duMnic:. 149. 'Gri>*JCi»a, nlwervatioua on, and how 

‘ to Osh for, 256 ; enimiriog p( 
250 ; arerage sixe "f, 256 ; Uito 
aivLLs Miili'i^do*' r«*vf.nnt <>f tlwrir for, 256, 
t- rwiaJ; *1). 1 5 4. 155. .Gotbiail, noUoe of ihe^ 245, 

and ivtu^e ^f, tiiit« nilkwomi, 326, 869. 

• (Iiuman, the ^gh'sh, 162. 

tiiv, J. J.H. thf an angfor, 269. ' fry a gaiig of, dUfet about tho 
iK iit'ti retk|<ecsiog i)ie flgVMi.>n of thoir hnq|g, 161. 
i.if.h ,}. Ill wiki, en^'raviiu uf, 

iicticnti n, K?a.l or !q>oiiUn(.<jiis, ' Uacklc-f«athm Imw to get. 150. 
vf; Raikle. 466, % Flioi. 

<?/;.• 'll. rf. ftfi /Afgt ! IMffack^ uii M 

lO'i. I Hair, hw to chw, 306; how Vi» «l>r, 

(j 'lthr. 21'*, 221, how to; 867; 4lngia^hair,6{n. aoaw oaww 

1211. 267, d. ; dowUo 

Wi..'r£^ IV., a!} angler, 303. Iiairt^ whether boMeri opl^ of 

4t,v!£i‘. ri!'-. War**, 165. twUtOil, Sh6. 

axvnnfc and priftrait ; HakowilJ, Dr. G., reforoncea to, ITG, 

'' 889. 

Cu .-Tier. nforcib'ea f<s 7!It 76, 90, Hanpidiiro ISuaoM for ttont'iivtri, 
91. 173, 230, 187. 1B8, 205, ; 169, 860 ; aoosunlor, 46fo 

212, 21 : 1 , 219, 220, 230, 237, 240, VHmptoii, the TBMit ^ London 
2rA 291 ; a«»roinntoft 78; ixirtrait;' anglen, 27j8 j tri«i| of;tlie hndge, 
of, 105. I ^288 ; foihi^al^ 456, 467. 



400 


vsjm, 


Bwd. hf, WfMnri, US, !lri^tfK•Iif•riBUBeHUl«, fiunow 

437t • f ff lfj, 249* 

Haoioil Toot. CBgmrfaig d; 2S6. ! laftbelMotoandi the origin of the 

lbny4oiig-kigBT427.. term, 409. 

nenrieipor Hnitej, Chr„ his tersei, ! Iii% thewer, 297, 460, 478. 

156<7 ; the nnthor of the Sjas* ^ Ifj, oil of, for seentiog leits, 185. 

gogue, 107. ^ ; 

Hastings, tilr G., 107, 279; notice 
of, 107. I^eoh, pike so called till twenty-four 

UawklDg; the pnise of, 49*>'54 ; ■ inches tong, 201. 

Tigoette of, 03 ; nuriuus uetUcKi ! James^ St., tide, 225. 
of, 50. j James the First, a great censurer «>f 

llaakH, list of, 53. I toliacco, 376. 

Hawthorn Hy, 153. ' January, artificuil flies for, 405. 

Ilawtliom tree in Dore Hale, 432. J<iints for fly rods, 325. 

Henley, Oliver, a noted iishcr for ; Joilephu^ P., reference to, 6i). 

trout and saimoii, 1^<3. Jovius, F., references to, 200 ; account 

HenmiH/r, or Schuo Ilrook, 364. ; of, ib, 

Uerl^rt. 0., portrait of, v. ; account Juan, Hou. extract fioiu, 10S. 

of, 16 : verses ly, 72. Jolsf artlifoiill flies fur. U.", 4‘25. 

llerioit'Atab, the, 75. Jane, artifleial flies fov, VI**, 123. 

* Heron, thigh ly>ne of, used aa aWt, 

200 ; eanght with a hook hatted 

with a flr.h, 259. Kenilworth, a pike there weired a 

Ileyliu, P., his description of Bnglish woman s foot, ISO. 

rivers, and arconnt of, 296. K« nnet. trout and eels, 1 72, 21'I. l.V.). 

Bippai.tbropy, 166. Kill Devil, 18(;.~7. 

Ilcddcsdon, thatched diousc at, 43, Kingflsher's nest, notice of, 

S7 ; notice of, 44 ; account uf, King«ton'tt|K>D'Ui:U. 

464. Kirby, in WcstiH'.TcUiid, n ciniuu^ 

Hofland’s fancy, 410 . weP. near, 69. 

Boa-fish, the, 71. 

Holy Spirit, «tforin of* the de^cert of 
the, 51, LakeLeman, Urge tn^ji tak. n in, 1 **'•. 

Hooks, dirfgtioiis for baiting, 1.3 ». Lake Lurian, lar.o nip v.\. 

286, 294, 117, 438, 441 : Tari'oi.K 209. 

directions ronoeratng, 229 ; rneu- Uiui nds, or Uinprc\<. 211. 24''; 
tioned hy the Pmpliet Amos, and Utoeonc kept hr 23:^. 

in the of Jrth, 65, 80, L3.niATC, Kic, acfount f .\iid 

Hooker, R., ^tortnut oC ▼. ; 15;*. 

graphics sketch of. 15, , Lutt^spring. s fi!»h ‘Vili* ■). ■ ? 

Hon^-feetdi-fly, taken by the Salmon, tionin on, and uiannei . rl.d.iju' f : . 

183 : how to make, f5»/. ITcX iSd; ilic Biv.»r \Vy. , iu 

llnniW, river, acAtantei; 298, 5»h\ Walca, abottmls with. I'.i, 

Hunting, the praise of^ 54; noiptr* UihkilL or Lathkm. tho rSrr. '^u\\ 
muted ii} cedasiastks 81. 3i6, 471. 

. Lawea, H., «^>ng W. 121. 

Indhia w#*hL 327. ; Laws eOaceming 6*h. i*X 

InsriHsiM^activvtoflsh, 210-*»2lk Lea rim, vie^4 4:1, 129, i54. 



na, m, iw, siaf iitMii 

sail tt]), 290 ; aotxrturt 475. 
Lebattltk orLUbi^ti ]>?» J., nUnaetM 
to. S02, 804. 

Ledger-ljaH^ ilMcribad, lOX 
Leomiostor, llerefordf 171. 

Lessina, L., refaresee to tod MCAimt 
of; 144. 

LiMlttlidio^ 2^1, 

** Like Hermit poor t uog, 150. 
Uiie^ various dirccitoaa coDtitroiiig. 
134, SOii, 8S7. :h« dA^peudix on 
6shiug-taokle, 320. 

L •aoh, repnwentotion of the, 200, 
201 : lUTlvation of Ihcwonl. 20 1. 
]i»rticul{ir8 tho, 201. 

l>d>el, ilc, a IfOitnUt, ac* ; 

(N.'unt "f, 23S. 

tlif. See Cliieho^r, 200. ' 

Loh-wi.nn, 132, 131,^28, • 241, 

L -chmere in Irelanil, 08. ^ 

U'U'l'U Bridge, cxceUcnl rirtch near, 
273. 

L ‘II i ‘nor*, oxwllent n’ai'h ‘tug lens 
271 , 

L>piiiu<« ri.v.-\t'*rin«, refereij/vuto, 74, 

200 ; eiiicnvini: of', 7*'i account 


I M im lifiired bj biti to tx 
14 .^ 

I Mtrtow, Obr., aoittb/, \15^ US; 
teeMmlef, llT' 
lltndi*woni» 815, 828. ^ 

Mtrtto^ bU epfgttm ott 6ah, i7l. 

I Maritoi etatghil with t fly^ 850. 
Mutnielhs toeeuniof, 116. 

Maaeall, Mr., the peraon vhe Ini 
brou^t etr|« hito Ktffitnd, 207 ; 
tn exeelleiit ly-finher, 144. 

I MtUhiolaa, P. A., refvnntio to, and 
) toeoaiit of, 203. 
i Mtttdlin, ditainuiive of MtlUdt, 117. 

: May, trlileitl Hm for, 145, 413. 

’ May>fly, Intv to make, 152, 875 ; 

aceoimt of; 155 ; ftrieua iillea of 
. the. 415. 

' Meadow-worm, 815. 

, hledwav, nitlieeof thertver, 208, 470. 
jMemtor, 0., reft renci* to, and ac* 
{ eowniof, 106. 

Men, ucaatog of the word, 821. 
Mewa, from mewing t hawk, ex* 
I platoed, 44. 

: Middle angling In the, 382, 441. 

; Miller a thnmls a name of the Dull* 
' bead, 2i*0. 292; eDgravingof, 800, 
. 292; habiuof, 882. 


Lii’ i;iii, vt r^.ii prctlv**! to hie din- ' Mixxow, naed aa a bait, 104^ 180, 
17. • ; 135-6, 183. 882, 241, 250, 441, 

J.it< Pike. t 445 ; time of catching and daacrifh 

LijO't «i‘ n^. '»?£■>» of the word, 2o5. | tton of the, *135, 28^; how to pw* 

Lv;:iu:!.rr»i-y. 100. { aerre and imitate, ISif; euriotta 

j aoecdoieof, 200 ; reptWMNitatioii of 
• Ohs 185, »W ; bow todnaa, 891 ; 
M.vi-'tbins, '.‘f, 60. i aartificiil, 186*7 ; minnow Uehle, 

Mn<ivlv M.ai)>r, 8tofr«>r<liibire, vuwi 137; hant aealea like other lab, 
of. V. ; 289. ^ 

M.'ui. 1 u »f thv Uiui, 14d. > Minnow-biudei^ bd#to tpake, 291. 
Maix^u a l '0 »k m called, j Mtecr, a fiofiiidi uf, 809, 

ao'j. I Mogul, mat, nfereoee to, 1701 

M-iIj i jld. hr* dtowerr of the ] Mole, the rim erroneoaaly aaid to 
‘hvtron o{ the tMk-rty, 154. \ nta wmtoqtrmd, 61, 469. 

M.ibob-'V meaning of tlie word, 275. ) MontaigM, M. de^ iwferenceii bs 48 ; 

lUver. view near, 436. atoount o^ 74 ; petitaii, 45. 

hlxKh, ariilicial Ilea 5. r, 1 15, 408 ; Mentius alterathm to the^ 145, 215. 

ily-tidiiiig begioa in, 468. i MoorSih Hy. how to auke, 14^ 

5(.'iivh-ln\<wn ly^, 410. waiioui r efe mteea io^ 51; 57| 

Markham, Oet'vaw*. v|iioiilt»t quali* . 56, 59, 69$ 50. 
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lioH^ ioft Moaring w«iii% nriipna 
kiadi «( 188» t 
MoaMwatm <l^ntioao( 55 * 

ICottlin. P. Da, nforcBM to^ and ae- 
eoniHliof, 57* 

MiUIc.% how oMil la Romaii ftMta, 
104 ; ram* on tkc, 77 ; Momi 
D rown'* veraitm of dittos 77 ; Antn- 
di;l, 108. 

MuMi>: t(> ttip anglar^H fir«g, 200 ; 
forniirrly mort! |.•raetiae<l than now, 


f2 i povar of tfuB^ to imell nadcr 
wiU^, 181/ 

Oiler fiOBttdi^ twenDaritj o( 91. 

OlmoT/ iqr, 155. 

Onio nfcr, 298 ; the name common 
lo aeTeml Doglish rivers, 378, 
479. 

Overbitry. Sir Thoimia, 119. 

I Owen. John, eplgnim by, 01. 

' Owl-0y, how t4» innko, 423. 

Owler, dcriveiion and lumuiin^ of, 

I 305. 

! Oxfordshire, rirora of, 478. 


I 

Kepa cinerea, nr water scorpion, 211. j 

Kew-rivor, when compltlcd, 2; a<!’ i Palmer, or Pilgrim- Worm, acconnt nf, 
coant of, 400. 138 ; Palaier-dlc.«, dircotioiin fi.>r 

Newts, ciigraviiig of, 259. makiDg. See Flics. 

Nlglii'fii*hing, particnlan ^f, U»7, Parrot fish,.?!. 

168 ; tmitH for, 168, . lV't«e, fvf *'hulj, 103 ; fnrt'an*. 21,1. 

NiKhtingalc, melody of, ,01. : 217 ; fnr Drxaiii, 221 ; f>>r Tench. 

Notanenta, or hnat^y, 211. j 22h ; for SarU-l, 252 ; for Ki>ao!i, 

NovemUT, artificial 6i«w 9»r, 428. ' 275. 

Nowel, Dr; Al., j^wtrait, cliara^'tor, . rat»*rn*wtor lino, why sa called, 2.lJs. 

and account of, 82, 83. i ri>ac(>ck‘iU, h«*w to make, H -t, 421. 

. Tkarch, iA>gcrr.’itionH on th>-. 20P ; 
engravings of the, 2*10, 2.‘i2 ; < v- 
C>ak*ap|»lc, the nidns of the Oak < fly . tracr.liw.iry siwof, 231, *-33, ; Iv w 
ill its vermicular sUte, 154. to 1i«,h f r, 232; howto c.it.h iu 

Oiik‘6y, din.'cUons f>.r making and , the Thames, 233. 
duding, ],'i2, 1*63, 411»; w<»n«, . rtvwir.-gull», 1*5. 
how bred, M3-4-,5, . iVTaUe-Mcrc. a tidi ftcculiar i*', 2t'’. 

Oak wi>rni, Vtl, 152, Pq^vR, bw.vvMuntof C 

Of toW. 'die* h-r, 427. Homw, 375b 

OAcy, d riew ^f hi» house, v.; Perkins, W., hin piar<,- of 
original *.h:dic.^tion t*\ 2'b ‘ and see* unt uf, >'*2. 

Oils for laiM, rtmarks on,- 184, 2ji>. Ponia, kiitg.’? of, hatikinr ,aflcr iu; 

2H, 271b 142. UTiihts 5«. 

Ointment for the cye^ ms»lc fr'.n, Pewr (Saints never ak ih'm- . 'U ; 

umWr V#-*. *!pigTaia vu ihc 

Old I6»e, asoag sj call^, i»2. IVu-'eras, t?., and a.\-*M»vvt < s’, i'id. 

Oppvin reckons the diAercnt kind* of Pheer, osplanatiofi hi the c<ni-«, 77. 

Ash, 79. • PKkerel'tV'oc^i, v,-',r;owii pn'fertlisa • s*. 

OmngC'Ay, how 4«> nuiko, 4*25. , 187. i’j5 ; nvW c^wa-aio^, 187. 

Otter, great desttuctuot of fiidi !>t varir5tts u<iCH 52 ; tb<:ir 

tW, 44, 89, 93 ; n^-t \ firiv, 9** , long Aigbt 
Tarim particulars of the, 8tb \f% i otmf^ of, 112. 

92; deiCTiirti^n and tagraTing ei PiKit,. oW.rTa5i=>R<t 'si tht\ 1^7 : i»- 
ait Otfer-huiil. 45 5 engraring.** • «t'S5i*?p!!» tf it* >.,'ra; »ty-, 159. li' S 

89, 93 ; lame ones tAUght'io 8^, * I 9 I ; engraving of to/ 195 ; *.vhen 



brought to Bogfauid, 205 ; how to 
fish for, lOfi, M; hiifsfor, 200, 
201 ; how to drM 20i ; eountrSii 
of, 205 ; dcsUofta hj 1bdpol«^ 
212 ; length of lift o( 18% iuiiiiiln 
of. &p., 201. 

Pike-Pool, 8taffoidshiie, dcseription 
of. 400 ; views 402, 448. 

Pintij, P. M., reference to, nod soeooni 
of. 81. 


y^Uen of, 07; <qb* 

PwTsrh^ 45, 47, 04, 124, 

m, 280. %4, 05^ 372, 


Purple Uud, the^ o poem. 




Queen Blunleth, her wish in Msy, 
119. 


Pismire, .V>, 50. 


Pi^*h, meaning of the word, 274. | 

Pliny, i\ i?., refcTenccs fo, 02, 72, Raleigh, Sir W., Sung by, 115, lltf, 
73. 7N 138, 170. lf»7. 209. j 310 ; |H»rtraitof. 115. 

Pluiniitot, encraviit^^ of. 334-5. Rascal, ilerivatirtn of the U-rni, 57. 
PluUivh, rvfvnmvs to, ^1. 251. * Hat (Water), destructive tu OkU, 96 ; 

Poetry. 21-22, 31, 42, 47, 71, 72, i engraving of, th. 

73. 74, 7t>, 77, 82, 8'^ 87.90, 92. Raven, varions particulars of tho, 


90. 115. UK -^121, 124, 125, 12'S, : 52, 108. 

127, 128, in, 142.^ -'ll. J55, Rav, the naturalisti w the emigra- 
. 15«5, 1.^7, 159, I'-O, K‘l. •l71. lion of fish, 173 ; Ins rtpinion about 

180, IS.*, 198, 191*. 200, 208, i the raining of fwgs, 1W7. 

211, 225, 234, 285, 2I0, 201, f Red -Worm, 221, 257, 258. 

2*{2, 2*-'3, 205 , 2'M', 2^7, 2o’8, • Reeves, /ohn, a Thaniiw wstormnn, 

20i*. 270, LVi, ‘>2, 28.3, 2t>7, 273. 

29S 299, 314, 315, 310, | Kethement, stanias by CotUui, 353, 

317, 31 S. 34.3, 345. 34 S 350, ; 364, 355. 

r’53-.K, 3>5, 393. 394, 899, 405, Rich wen, unhapiiinoss of, 309. 

421*. i Kicbmoinl, fishing at, 453. 

Poh'.Tai, sara*' j^jwcii's .‘i** Fulimart, Rivers, wonderful, 68 ; Walton's de- 

I tight in stri tiling .iloiig the banka 
r Kud, vn the Ix*a. vifiw of, , of, 1.55: awinfiHi of the Kngliab, 
•J2i», m, { 296, 297, 298, 367, 449, el «ep. 

Poj e, nr Riifl'e. olawirati-ms 'm, and RoaAr, olwenrations sSfi, ^71 ; in- 
bow to ti>h f.>r, 257 : engraving of, . ferU»r breed of, 272 ; caught in 
if.il. t the Thanii.s, 273; lUpresentation 


pMu's Wittdyvr Forort. reference to, of the, 27# ; how to llwli for ths^ 
< 19 . l78, 28l ; ballots of, 280, 281. 

PiM b.ntn. t^eiH ml, his preserves at Rod, varions directions for thi^ 30^ 
ilnnicrfool, 166. 321, 3W. . 

in angling, what to take, lioms^ apteotlhMiintemitunent of fish 
147. 151, 153. there, 59 : rarity of, at, #1. 

rra>tr, vor^* rn. 156, 157; mean- Rondelet, Ml, inferences 71, 
ing of, explained, l.’i/. 227, ^7, 2^, 250; aoooulit ^ 

Psvst. etpl»nati >n of the term, 77. 73 ; portmit of, 72. 

Privet llawk-Moth, imi a fiy of prey, Q|d, a song so called, 92. 

139. Kosieruffians, allnslon i», iud noiles 

IV^lvrty, in many of Uie c»bjeeU of of M 2130* 

»(*»«« i^'t mv.'OMary to our enjoy- ** Royal IkKfaanl, or BegiaPliBiiah.** 
ment of them. 264, ^authors of, 14M. ^ 



m 


T5DZX. 


Bnddy-Z/, how to make, 145. 

Xndi^ ao inMor XoMb, 27S, 

4W^r w W ® tJIi 

^57« '.,. -■" 

4>r%>&. 184. ^ 

1tttasf4 ^ 

difeoiiotui tot nahiaf^ 184. 


Severn river, tho salmeii of, when in 
leaMo, 82; aeooaiA of ha spring 
and oonne, 887. 478 ; the conger 
iatela thk 848./ 

8hhiweffei|fr.ivi^ 188. 

ShiSkM)^ 885, 887. 

ShawiM-lireok, ito loeali^, 150. 

Sheldon, Dr. 0., portnit ai^ noeonat 


SBdler, Mr. Balph, account of, 45. 

Hed>3'ellow«5)', how to make, 145. 

Salmoii, oheervatiuas on the^ 177 ; 
leap of the^ and venea on ditto, 
178, 180 ; age and growth of the, 
181 ; migration of, 178, 178, 181 ; 
rcpriiieotaiion of the, 182; era- 
aoDi of the, 1 8‘J, 272 ; spawn in 
November ami Dtvemijer, 84 ; how ^ 
to fi«h for the, 188; varieties cfi 
the, 110, 183 ; Imvc vnriuos names j 
acoording to their age, 178 ; iuhk ' 

%f the, 178 ; fatten in the sea, 179. j 

Saltiion Pink, fiMh mo calU-d, 1 83. ! 

Hainioii liN'ip, ^jxtraordiiiar;, 179. > 

SnliQoiv!*|iawu, an exeelleiit hail, and 
how to |ii’i'M<;rve, 2H2. 

Salviaii, 1Kp|i., reference h» .ind 
acc'iunt of, 174. 

Sahllt, or Skegger-Trout, <'in;raving 
of the, lod ; a variation of the 
Salmon, I?,**. 

iSanderaon, l>r. R., portrait of, v. 

Ssndys, 0.^ rc^Wrcio'tis hi^ trav8iji. ' 
and aeroiiut of, 32. 

Sardonic, definltioa of, 814. 

Sargus, verMci on the, 7<k 

Scam, J. i)., .account »*f, iv;!'. 

Soeiklci hAits, 18 4, cautifi. 
concerning. 185. 

Schoo Prook, .854.' 

SconriiW of woniia, dirvtftioB.% for, 
182.^133. 


858. 

Shelhdy, how to make, 145, 425. 

Shcpfierton Pe^ view of, 218 ; ac- 
count of, 457. 

Shovel-boa^ 251. 

Sbrew% land and water, 295. 

Shrimps, as a bait, 452, 453. 

Sidney, Sir P., references to, 399. 

Silk- worm, reference to, 310. 

Siik-worin-gut, the use of, in hoc»k- 
liiies, ,^25. 

Silrer-fish, Ifrought from China, 294. 

Siiigiiifl liircC, Eulogy on, 51. 

Si'.in iloiisf, view near, 25ci. 

Skegger-snitmm, how hn-d, 1 7 ^ ; 
^keggc^•tl^•ut.s, 106, engraving of, 
m. 

SmcliH, an iuMtani'cofa v.ast iinantity 
caught in the Thames -17. 

Smoking, nt»u*8 on, 225, 

Sn,aii, iistHl ;i.H a bait, 102. 

Su.*ikes, i.rul i.y various l','| ; 

en,;raving of, 1J»|. 

SrKH»- .Nailing, various molh«i‘ 

200, 20:j. ■ 

.■^iiigUng for celis nmiiiior .*f, 2*2. 

Sonjs name-! and refer»rit'f.» (. , M, 
117, 124; the Milkmaid's, l'^. 
120: answer (-> dilt -, 11 'J ; (’. vi- 
di.n » 12.*i ; lh^' 

d}tt*>, 16 J ; Ui«>Au>:hs'r> V.'7. 
262, 266 /u'lVk ; Ktuna’* 

^ ditto. 159. 

S|<kaa <'f nic4i Ssh, a *:» nenil- 
Uit. 2''!. 


Sea, diiK>overiva wade by nwane rf Sparing fer front. I f reet#. 2*2. 

the, 51. Spintti.-.r, rhi' .mat red, 424, 425. 

Sea-Angler, a fish s«> calk*!, and * Spitimae, 13 m. 

engraving of, 75, 300. IWI, 364; 

SelarttA, Sihlknis, er Silaro, 68. ? 36A, 

Setiecx Ii. A., fpfercnmto, 104, i' StaOhnlithTreohiUc, ’•'ar. *.if na:a;p f'f 
Srptcimr, ai^iiclal 8ha for, 427. ti«<. 375. 



15DEX. 


If 5 

Stares, or Stadii^s, 73. f Toiul«| Thuiuas^ an aDjgl«r ; epiuitti 

Starling’s fvathen, in dy iuakiiig^ the t on in Uaiuploa chttiv*h jranl, 274. 

best for wings, 150. T<^ anglii^ at th% ex|>laliMd, m 

SnoKUBACK, engrafings «f».S90, | 384. g 

m ; usaaofthe, U8, m TovfkQ, Xlwanl, tnftsnost Uh 108, 
Stomach, inemvciiiffioe of A omptj, 180, 187. 

888. 1ViUi(ndh4UBBigh-€ioi% 43,8^ 

Stone-Oj. Ses Flics. yiOw near, 818. 

Stour, thc^ refinance 220, 488. Tbir|^t, dcinitioR bf, 888. 
Sommer8aalt,a«rifatioaof,Ac., 180. Tradcsoant, 3., his tuuscuoi, and 
Sussex, fish peculiar tg^ 108. ; acMant oi; 70, 71. 

Swallow, sumanied Sil^m, 88. ; Trent rircr, the, 288, 808 ; aoeonut 

Swans, penalty for stealiag, and the > of, 471. 

, reasiiu thereof, 78. i Trolling, varioUK wap u( 201, 202, 

! 203 ; hooks for, 202. 

Tackle, directions conceming, 2$2, j Trolly lolly, ehorus of, 128. 

3‘.^1 ; ditto for making, :‘.08 ; and ! TauOT|, ohMrvatious on the, 105 ; 
BCi! Apiiendix on Itotls, Lines, he., Tarieties of the, 108, 108, 112; 
^21. seasons of the, 111, 272; how to 

T.aIUit, tho, p.tVriiice . fish for, 122, 143, 187, KiH, 188, 

T.'iwii.V'tiy, how to iu:Akc7T15. . 3^3,887, 437, 444 ; representatiou 

Tochii, tiah H«> iMllinl hy WalUni, I'^.'i : . of the, 113, 122 ; Ufat anglers for 

sup|H*se(l tiiU' the last -spring, IdO. ; the, 274 ; how to droms 484, 4357 

Toddiiigtoii Weir, 271. i Ivirren, explanation of, length 

Tocif, ol«8frvations on the, 228;! of life, 110; hnniitH^if, 171; to 

iiitwlii'a! virtues of tho. 227 ; haunts ; eriin|t a, 435. 

of, 22»», 22'' ; inviilinrith s of, 228. ! Trin^kle. See Thorriclo, 

227 ; engraving of the, 221*. . Tweed, notice of tho river, 299. 

Tt "t, ciiginviiig of a sluice on the, 90 ; J Tyne, ntriicf*. of the river, 298. 

s uircvs of the, 290-7. ) 

Thanu- rivtr, sfilm-n of, when in ' Umbkr. Sec Gray ling. 

32 ; .acromit of the, and • •• 

vri 'i.s on, 29*!-"29.S: trouts in, ] Valdewt.;, .^igu. J., account of, 87. 
loi: ; rh ws <. 11 , M, 2^**; hshifig ; V.srftn tormlfiM, ri'hnsnccs to, and 
sT.ati-'ii> "11 ihe, 4.** 2, .verount of, ;»1, dO. • 

Tb.njo s PnMi vaih.n S.-.-iciy, 94, Venahles, (>d. Ih>h., onnngling, 12* 
Th n^hc*! HcrlN 44, .^7 ; H"- VioM-fly. digfclioui forro-vking, 411, 
ti-f - f. i I ; rnciiiviiias of, 03. Virginia Water, engraving of^ 802. 

Tl.-. l-ida’!!- llous.**, 44 ; hi^to^■y of, 

41 ; of, 02. ‘ Wagtail, not migratory, 108, 

Tio ru. h r. iim of. in srglinr, 151. ; Walking- finite ^ppluiMt 
Til ■iiisvii, <j«‘>tf4fion fn‘m, | Waller, Bdfikund, TwrueH by, 288 ; 

Th- rn-trof^ fly, hnw t.> make, 408. j |iortrmii td, 289 ; iMVjoufit of, 4^88. 

'i'K -rn^’!c, Inn’kh*, or cidde, 178 ; . W^|»fly, a bait for a Chul», 102. 

rngr,*^virgi»f, 170. jWaHham Abbey, vu'wof, 128, 468. 

Throwiii!; the hne, in fly-fishing, j Walton, ]aaac-*bia birth, 1; keepa 

dir» ti^ns f r. 387. ; a abop in the Royal Bichan|^ 

T’vy, the rivi r, ISt*. ; G>n>liill, i5.s oocnpieslialf achopln 

Tidl'icv.. JaiiH-s the First a veheincul J Flcei-fMct, tfi. ; married te Misa 

vf. 37i> ; uk */, 225. Anne JKaaa, 8; ndm IhnttMd* 



INDEX. 


neM,i&. ; Angling bit fnTonritn n- 
erenthn, ii , ; detikh of Mn. Wnl^ 
E ; bor epitnpb, ib.; Widton writet 
tbie lift of Dl Donno^ Ua ; nod of 
Sir Htnry WoBoiiy 4 ; publiBboitbo 
CmjfHe ib,; Are tmtues 

on &gling beforo WnlUm'fly b ; 
Akeieb of Wnlton’i cbnneter, 7 ; , 
and mental qualitiei, tfj. ; his! 
Anj/it‘i\ Nucociflirety improved, goes I 
through five editions in his lifetime, I 
8 ; Walton writes the Life of j 
Hooker, 11 ; and of ilerberi, 10 ; 
the Lives of Donne, Wotton, 
U<K>ker, and Herbert, in 1070, 
wore pohlishcd together, 10 ; with 
tlie fiffcli edition of the Complete i 
Aagltr came out the second ]inri | 
by Cotton, 1 1 ; Walton writes the i 
Life of liisbop 8andors<m, 18 ; | 
comduding jeinigniph adiuire<l by! 
Di*. Johnson, IS ; Walton's friends 1 
were distinguished ohara'‘U‘rs, Ih ;| 
Walton a ItnyaUst, ami om^ of the ; 
|N‘rsons iniruinontal in prefterving < 
the Lesser Oe-oqpr” fur King' 
(Charles, 19 ; a high-churchinaii, 
SO; writes a tract in favour of 
Gonfoniiity, ib. ; tlic author of 
WTSCH on l>r. Donne, *J1 ; began 
the Life of Sir Henry Savillc, ib. ; 
and to cullect luaV* rials fi>r that i f 
IlaU^ ih. ; piildishes Chalk hilVs 
rastoral, , WalUrn't* death. !■». : 
accmiiii w his children, ; his 
cireuiiMtanors, ih, ; his 2.» ; 
Cflianiendalory to, n.", 80. 

87, Mi<, ilP. 40, 41, 42. 

Walton, Isaak, tlfO younger, 40u. 

Watlon•on-Thame^ view ».f, 3'JO. 

Ware, in Herts, view o'\ 48, 

W.is|>s, ufteil as baits, 221, 237, 

Wasp'4r, h<*w ta make, 145, 425. 

Wiisp«iie«t, engnving of. 279. 

Water, the praist* of, 5^ ; a loeiUntn 
for fr'Uiid, 69. 

Water-frogs, naturi(>uf, 197, 504. 

Water«rat, 95 ; engraving of, 98. 


■ 

Water^niabe, aoeoniit oi; 194. 

Weirs, or Stops on thefThAmes, AgAinat 
MagDA Charta, 274 ; destroy^ by 
Dickenson, Lord Mayor of London, 
ibid, 0 

Whale, not a fish, 59. 

! Wharton, Dr. Thomas, portrait, and 
account of, 60, 299. 

Wheat, AS a general bait, 2$4. 

Whipping for Bleak, 259. 

Whirling Dun-fiy, 409, 411. 

Whitaker, Dr. W., account of, S3. 

White Millt^, or Owl-fly, 423. 

Will of Walton, 25. 

Willi>«‘, ex|>eriment wdth concerning 
water, 5S. 

Willy, tile river, 299. 

Winandcrinoro, reference to, 217. 

Winch, varions directiun.s concerning, 
332 ; itajtve in salmon .and truiit- 
fish'iDg, 17 V. 

Wind, what is Vesi t*' fish in, ITd ; 
where to fish, acla*^Vm;J tt‘ tin* dif- 
firent dcgre».*s of, 3^6, 432. 

Windsor, views near, ^4. 

Wolsey Bridge, ro5;*. 

\Voo*.lcm»k-fly, See Oak -fly. 

Wumis, naniea of. and dinolioius con- 
cerning. 130, l.'il, 1H‘J. 13:'.. i;) 4 , 
13.5, l-S 1S4, IS.*;. 21.5, 221, 22S 
•J5S, 277, 437, ril‘, Uw; il> 

fi-hirj^ Mith. ril ; vari-Mw nann -i 
'f, ih,\ t^rtWtrR^-k, 133 : en- 
graving < f, I.'l2. 

W-irst*;-! and Crewel.^, f-r dubJ in.*. 
I5u. 

W.-kttoD. Sir IT., ao.‘ ifUT 11; l;i-^ 
Fishing lb>u-f. ; i. rtrait • f, SO , 
rifi'npne»-» l*\ 31d. 

Wy-, T«.> Kfvi'.'rh if tLat 
m-'iir.' f!', 32. ''‘2, 17*\ ;':o. 
lT:i. 

Xco'phon, rr-ferer.!?*^ t.', iti. 

YoMow-lhin fiy. li;'., r:!. 

Yellow d}» ur iVatipf.-. 

Zi'UiOiah, eispjavin; ui'. 300. 



FISHING-TACKLE SAKERS. 


ThoH marJM (*) pn^/aiA (hiolvfwu. 

*Aldred, Thuscac^ 120, Oxford Street. 

* Alfred A Sox, 54, Ijjuoi^to Street 
Allen, Edward, ]dS, Oxford Street. 

ANDEiusiiN, AuciiXiuLD, 71. L'Uig Acre. 

^Bernard, John, 4 Church Place. Piccadilly. 

Blac ker, Wii.i.iAM, 54, Doau Street, Soho. 

*Bow'NK>s k Son. 12 ami 14, Bell Yiird, Tciuple Bar. 
Bowness, (lEcKOK, Bell Yard, Teiuple Bar. 

Carter. Mr , >;uldler'H Welfc. 

Cave, Kom.i;t, !5, Oakley Street, Latubelh. 

•f'ULEK, John, 1S2, Oxfv^rd Sticct. 

*<'i.ARK. <toi(i:r», 11, St. JuLu'a Lane, CIcrkeuwHsll 
t'Rrri), KrirNE/.En, VN ildern*>!‘ Row, GnawoU Street 
Cc KLToN, .1. R.. 114, SnowV Kiehls, Bcrmoiidm^y. 

D.wis, KDMT’Mt. fi> and 59, Great Hal), Huugorford Market. 

Ann, 37, t)iU<on Street, Lambeth. 

Eaton k Oelleb, C ami 7. Cn>okcd Laue, City. 

Edmonv?, W,. l.'f. East R«Tad, City Road. 

•Kakl«)\v, ( Harlem, 191, Straud. 

•tir.rrn. A.. 3*>. Great Marylebonc Street. 

Gowl.\m». John. 4, t:t»>ok«*d Ijmu*, City, 

Holmes k .Son, 1 1 5, Fetter Lane. 

Holroyd. J. S.. 59, Gracechttrch Street. 

*Jav.'OIV«, Cr. iiate Barth), 32, Cockapiir Stnyt. , 

JoN(»t. JAMEa k Ca, 111, Jermrn Street, St Jaiflei*a 
Jot. Henkt, 6, Opera Arcade, Pall Mall 
•Littt.k. Giles. I.**, Fetu-r Laijo. 

1 V-lden, J. A.. 29, Caetle Street, LtiemUt Square. 

UoBy^, Tiiomaa, 30, Upper Marylebona Street 
S\yT)KaS'>N, JoBN, 9, Black/riare^Road. 

Tt RPiN. Sarah, 4, Sumnnah Row. Curtata Road, Shoroditidi. 
CeTosj»i.N Peiers, 45. Bell VaiA Temple Bar, 
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tOM)rtV ; 

en«f>st‘iiT Aittt KrA^*(^ raisrritn, wntTcrttJA 








